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INTRODUCTION. 


Thb  household  critic,  to  whom  the  following  story  was 
submitted  in  its  chiysalis  state — i.  e,  in  mannscript — ^has  left 
here  and  there  in  the  margin  bold  pencillings  to  the  effect  that 
such  and  such  passages  are  *^  Improbable."  Now  it  strikes 
me  as  a  singular  circumstance  that  this  objection  is  brought 
only  against  those  scenes,  incidents  and  characters,  in  which  I 
have  copied  with  most  fidelity  events  and  persons  in  real 
life.  And  I  aver,  furthermore,  that  in  most  of  these  cases, 
had  I  dared  to  set  down  the  exact  truth,  the  verdict  rendered 
would  have  been  *^  Impossible,"  instead  of  the  milder  form 
of  doubt  given  above. 

Many  years  since,  the  germ  of  this  narrative  was  com- 
mitted to  my  keeping  by  a  dear  friend,  who  has  since  gone 
to  the  £u*,  changeless  Land.  Much  that  I  have  written  I 
have  gathered  from  MSS. — ^&mily  papers,  yellow  with  time ; 
for  several  items  of  information,  I  am  indebted  to  persons 
still  living,  whose  memories  age  has  not  clouded.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  say  that  my  tale  is  a  literal  transcript  of  the  lives 
of  the  various  personages  introduced,  or  that  I  have  not 
interpolated  characters  and  events — taken  an  atithor^  liberty 
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with  dates  and  dinottemerUs ;  but  that  I  had  a  broad  basis 
of  £Mst  for  the  foundation,  and  in  my  Buperatracttire,  have 
drawn  less  upon  the  imagination  than  is  the  &shion  of  some 
so^^alled  biographers,  in  their  veracious  memoirs  of  modem 
celebrities,  I  may,  with  truth,  affirm.  In  some  scenes,  the 
very  words  of  the  original  actors  have  been  employed,  and 
eyen  in  the  minute  details  of  dress,  equipage,  etc.,  I  have 
taken  great  pains  and  pleasure  in  portraymg  things  precisely 
as  they  were  in  the  places  and  times  described  in  my  book« 

Mabiok  HabulnJ. 
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CHAPTER    I. 

The  fogs  of  a  Noyember  afternoon  were  thickaiBig  wifk^  fta 
chill  of  approaching  evening.  There  were  ominoos  mmaws 
among  the  pines,  and  the  almost  naked  bonghs  of  tiie  oak  and 
hickory  shivered  and  dghed,  as  thej  let  down,  now  and  then^  a 
stray  leaf,  to  decay  peacefully  with  the  companions  of  its  summer 
revels,  or  be  trampled  into  the  deep  mire  of  the  public  road, 
which  formed  scarcely  a  break  in  the  forest  The  wheel-ruts  had 
cut  into  the  roots,  and  vehicles  had  grazed  the  trunks  of  the 
giant  trees  that  locked  arms  across  the  highway.  Yet  it  was  no 
newly-opened  track.  The  upper  stratum  of  eart^,  Uadk  witii 
richness  from  the  deposits  of  a  thousand  autumns,  was  worn  dowB 
to  a  more  durable  bed  of  stiff  red  day,  of  a  granitejike  smooth- 
ness and  polish  in  dry  weather — now,  tenaeious  aa  wax  to 
wheel  and  hoof. 

A  shallow  creek,  widening  into  a  pond  where  it  crossed  the 
road,  was  cloaked  by  underbrush  up  to  either  edge  of  the  woods. 
A  flock  of  wild  turkeys,  headed  by  a  portly  gobbler,  bearded  like 
a  despotic  Turk,  as  he  was,  picked  their  dainty  way  through  the 
stream — each  pausing  to  wet  his  bilL    Then,  the  bushes  parted 
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to  afford  egress  to  a  deer — a  foil-grown,  antlered  back,  who  also 
stooped  to  slake  his  thirst.  His  lip  had  barely  touched  the 
water,  when  the  gracefiil  head  was  suddenly  raised  again.  For 
an  instant,  he  listened,  his  dark  eye  bright,  and  his  limbs  quirer- 
ing  with  exoitement — and  a  bound  carried  him  out  of  sight  and 
du^r.  Now,  the  sound  that  had  put  him  to  flight  became 
audible  to  duller  hearing.  It  was  the  measured  tinkle  of  bells, 
wondrously  musical  in  this  lonely  spot.  Nearer  and  nearer  it 
came ;  drowning  the  sullen  gurgle  of  the  creek  and  the  hoarse 
whispers  in  the  tree-tops,  untO,  on  the  rising  ground,  beyond  the 
pood,  appeared  a  wagon,  long  of  body  and  heavy-wheded  ;  cot- 
ered  with  an  arched  awning  of  white  cloth,  and  drawn  by  six 
hones.  Strong  and  trained  to  labor  as  these  evidently  were,  it 
was  no  easy  task  to  drag  along  the  ponderous  Tehicle.  The 
btoad  breasts  of  the  leaders  were  flecked  with  foam,  and  their 
legs  stained  above  the  knees  with  the  red  mud.  At  the  pool, 
they  chedced  their  steady  tramp;  from  instinct  or  habit.  There 
was  one  prolonged  thrilling  peal  from  the  bells  attached  to  their 
ooUan,  and  they  awaited  patiently  their  master's  pleasure.  It 
aeidom  pleased  him  to  move  rapidly,  if  one  might  judge  from  the 
Tery  deliberate  style  in  which  the  rotund  figure  swung  itself  into 
the  road  from  the  sheepskin,  strapped  upon  one  of  the  wheel- 
horses,  and  the  length  of  time  that  was  consumed  in  stretching 
and  rubbing  the  dumpy  legs. 

"Can  I  help  you,  Mr.  Paxton?"  inquired  a  cheerful  voice 
(torn  the  interior  of  the  wagon. 

Without  waiting  for  a  reply  to  his  question,  a  young  man 
Taulted  over  the  saddle  just  vacated,  and  stood  at  the  side  of  the 
fat  teamster.  He  was  an  athletic,  well-proportioned  youth,  of 
perhi^  five-and-twenty,  with  a  ruddy  cheek,  and  a  frank,  intelli- 
gent countenance.  His  accent  at  once  betrayed  his  New  Eng>- 
land   nativity,  •as   did   that   of  the  wagoner   the   provincial 
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"  I'm  obleeged  to  yon,  Mr.  Hale.  If  yoall  be  so  good  aa  to 
anhitch  that  backet" — pointing  to  a  bespattered  pail  swing- 
ing between  the  hinder  wheels — "  while  I  take  this  'ere  one,  why, 
we'll  git  through  in  ha^f  the  tune.  '  Many  hands  make  light 
work,'  as  I've  heered  my  ole  woman  say.  You  have  got  no 
objection  to  hurryin'  on  things  a  little,  I  reckon  V 

"  None,  I  assnre  yon  I  I  am  beginning  to  fear  that  nig^t 
will  overtake  us  before  we  get  to  our  joomey's  end ;  the  roads 
are  so  heavy." 

"  Don't  skeer  yourself  about  that  I  But  aif^t  I  stiff  in  the 
jints !"  groaned  the  teamster,  lifting  his  backet  to  the  lead^a 
mouth.  "  1  camp  to-night  better'n  a  mile  t'other  side  of  yoor 
house,  and  I'm  bound  to  be  thar  by  dark.  We  aint  more^atwo 
miles  from  Mr.  Argyle's,  now." 

''  Do  you  hear  that,  Bessy  ?"  said  the  young  man,  nearing  the 
front  of  the  wagon. 

A  face  appeared  in  the  semi-circular  gap  of  the  canvas  cover. 
It  was  a  female  head — ^girlish  and  pretty. 

"  Did  you  call  me,  Mark  ?" 

"Yes.  We  have  not  quite  two  miles  further  to  go,  litfie 
woman.    That  is  good  news,  isn't  it  ?" 

"  Indeed  it  is  1"  she  responded,  joyfully.  "  It  is  getting  chiUj, 
and  I  am  uneasy  lest  Kitty  should  catch  cold.^  She  bent 
anxiously  over  a  bundle  wrapped  in  a  shawl,  that^lay  across  her 
lap.    **  I  hope  she  will  sleep  soundly  the  rest  of  the  way." 

*'  Shell  be  mighty  apt  to.  The  bells  are  as  good  as  hop-tea 
for  puttin'  the  children  to  sleep,  my  ole  woman  says,"  remarked 
the  driver,  climbing  back  to  his  place.  ''  Many's  the  trip  to 
town  and  back  she's  been  with  me,  with  a  young  one  on  her 
knees,  and  two  or  three  more,  bigger  ones,  tumblin'  about  over 
the  boxes  and  barrels,  in  back  tharT—and  she  never  lost  a  day's 
work.  It  was  sewin',  or  knittin',  or  cardin'  wool,  or  somethin' 
of  the  sort,  all  the  tune.    I  tell  her,  she'll  take  her  loom  aloog, 

1* 
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Bome  day.  A  powerftil  worker,  she  is— if  I  say  it,  as  shouldn't 
say  It.    Ain't  yon  gdn'  to  get  in,  sir  ?" 

"  I  believe  not.  I  will  walk  on  a  little  way.  My  legs  are 
cramped  with  sitting  so  long." 

The  bells  jingled  ;  the  massive  wheels  creaked,  and  the  weary, 
patient  animals,  with  bent  heads  and  strained  sinews,  began  the 
ascent  of  another  hill. 

Mark  Hale  sprung  nimbly  past  them ;  reached  the  snmmit 
and  ran  down  the  farther  and  steeper  side,  to  find  still  another 
and  a  more  formidable  eminence  before  him.  Upon  the  top  of 
this  he  stopped,  to  watch  for  the  reappearance  of  the,  to  him, 
richly-laden  vehicle,  for  it  contained  his  earthly  all.  A  sammary 
review  of  the  circmnstances  which  had  brought  him  thus  far  from 
the  home  of  his  forefathers,  will  be  all  we  need  relate  of  his 
pravions  history.  He  was  the  son  of  a  revolutionary  soldier, 
who,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  had  returned  to  his  native  village 
and  former  trade— that  of  a  shoemaker.  In  this  humble  calling 
he  had  labored  until  his  death,  leaving  to  his  son  very  little  beside 
an  nnsullied  name  ;  a  plain  English  education,  which  the  boy's 
inherent  love  of  study  had  made  unusually  thorough  for  one  in 
his  station,  and  an  experimental  knowledge  of  his  father's  handi- 
craft. Nothing  daunted  at  his  unflattering  worldly  prospects, 
Mark  married,  before  he  was  twenty-one,  a  girl  as  poor  as  him- 
si^,'  to  whom  he  had  been  attached  from  childhood.  Bessy 
Bryan  brought  to  his  cottage  a  loving  heart,  a  pair  of  willing  and 
skiUfril  hands,  and  a  blind  mother,  for  whom  the  young  couple 
cared  tenderly  during  the  three  years  that  renuuned  to  her  upon 
earth  after  her  removal  to  their  home.  Besides  Bessy,  she  had 
one  other  child,  a  son,  considerably  older  than  the  faithful  daugh- 
ter. But  "  poor  Jacob  Bryan,"  as  his  best  friends  called  him, 
was  an  easy,  good-natured  fellow ;  energetic  without  judgment, 
active  without  acuteness— just  the  man  to  work  himself  into 
diificolties,  and  trust  to  luck  to  help  him  out  of  them.    By  choice 
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he  became  a  peddler,  and  in  this  capacity  travelled  through  seyeral 
of  the  sonthem  States.  On  his  first  trip  home,  after  his  mother's 
decease,  he  fomid  his  brother-in-law  feeblj  conyalesoent  fcom  a 
spell  of  rheumatic  feyer,  and  persuaded  him  to  accompany  him 
on  a  tonr  through  a  more  genial  clime. 

Mark  came  back  to  his  natiye  phice,  well  and  strong,  and  fired 
by  ambitions  yisions  of  the  adyantages  to  be  gained  by -emigra- 
tion. Without  a  complaint,  and,  so  far  as  her  husband  saw, 
without  a  tear,  Bessy  packed  up  the  limited  number  of  moyables 
she  could  take  such  a  distance,  and  bidding  farew^  to  the  firiends 
of  her  childhood  and  to  her  parents'  grayes,  said  in  spirit,  if  not 
in  words,  to  him  who  was  now  her  only  stay  in  life,  *'  Whither 
thou  goest,  I  will  go."  Her  husband's  obseryation  and  inquiries 
during  his  former  journey  enabled  him  to  fix  without  delay  upon 
a  location.  When  his  plans  of  remoyal  were  definitiyely  made, 
he  wrote  to  a  fellow-northerner,  a  resident  now  of  the  neighbor- 
hood he  had  chosen  as  the  Canaan  of  his  exodus,  whose  acquaint 
anoe  he  had  made  whUe  at  the  South,  and  requested  him  to  pro- 
core  a  house  for  him.  As  good  fortune  ordered,  this  person  had 
on  hand  a  "  commodious  cottage '^  to  rent  out,  he  acting  as  agent 
for  its  owner,  a  gentleman  now  trayelling  abroad.  A  baiigain 
was  concluded  by  letter,  and  this  spot  our  young  couple  were 
approaching  on  this  murky  afternoon. 

Mark's  adyentorons  and  sanguine  spirit  did  not  flag  under  th4 
discouraging  aspect  of  the  weather  and  the  change  in  the  country 
he  remembered  as  so  beautiful  in  the  flush  and  glory  of  ^e 
spring-time.  He  acknowledged  indeed,  to  himself,  that  he  would 
not  haye  been  so  easfly  fascinated  by  the  situation  he  had  selected^ 
had  he  beheld  it  first  in  circumstances  similar  to  the  present;  but 
since  the  irreyocable  step  was  taken,  his  choice  made  with  a  full 
conyiction  that  he  was  acting  wisely,  in  reference  to  his  own 
future,  and  that  of  those  dearest  to  him,  he  gailantly  resolyed  to 
abide  by  it,  dieerfUly.     There  was  but  one  shade  of  solidtode 
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upon  hk  heart,  and  this,  although  banished  from  his  &ce,  as  the 
lumbering  wagon  rocked  and  groaned  up  the  hill,  lent  a  softer 
tenderness  to  his  voice,  as  he  addressed  his  wife  : 

"  This  is  not  just  the  country  you  expected  to  see,  from  my 
description — ^is  it,  Bessy  ?" 

The  troubled  look  in  her  eyes  accorded  illy  with  the  smile  she 
forced  to  her  lips. 

**  It  will  look  better  in  the  spring  and  summer,  I  dare  say. 
But,  Mark,  dear,  where  do  the  people  live  7  I  hare  seen  but  one 
house  in  the  last  ten  miles." 

"  They  don't  liye  near  the  main  road,"  said  the  driver  ;  "  it's 
too  public.    We  all  down  South  belongs  to  the  modest  sort." 

A  laughing  gleam  from  Mark's  eye  brought  a  real  smUe  to  his 
wife's  countenance.  He  knew  that  she  was  thinking  with  him,- 
that  they  had  met  but  two  teams  and  three  foot-passengers, 
during  six  hours'  travel  upon  the  route,  objected  to  as  "  too 
public." 

"  There  are  by-roads  leading  to  the  plantations,  crossing  this 
in  all  directions,  you  see,  Bessy.  We  shall  be  at  no  Iom  for 
i^eighbors,  even  if  they  are  a  little  further  off  than  those  we  have 
been  accustomed  to  at  our  old  home.  Yetj  kind  people  you  will 
find  them  to  be,  too,"  he  added. 

Bessy  bowed  her  head  at  the  mention  of  their  old  neighborhood. 
She  seemed  intent  upon  drawing  the  wrappings  about  Kitty's 
curly  head ;  but  his  own  memory  was  too  truthful  for  him  to 
doubt  the  cause  of  the  dimness,  he  was  sure  was  over  her  eyes. 
Resuming  his  seat  beside  her,  he  put  his  arm  around  her  waist, 
and  both  were  quiet  and  thoughtftal  for  a  while. 

And  for  that  while,  ndther  beheld  ttie  unfamiliar  and  actual 
scene  in  their  sight.  They  gazed  fondly  instead,  xtpoa  a  little 
white  cottage,  a  story  and  a  half  in  front,  sloping  down  in  the 
rear  un^  a  tall  man  could  hardly  stand  beneath  the  eaves  ;  and 
the  great  apple-tree  shading  the  kitchen  window;  upon  the 
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broad  doorstep,  where  they  had  played  at  honskeeping  when 
children,  themselyes ;  where  the  bride  had  sat  in  the  sommer 
twilight  to  watch  for  her  husband's  coming  ;  where  the  yoothfal 
mother  had  dandled  her  babe,  and  the  yonng  father  sustained  its 
tottering  trial-steps.  There,  on  i^easant  days,  was  set  the  grand- 
mother's arm-chair,  and  the  sonshine  fell  warmly  through  the  elm 
boughs  overhead,  a  welcome  bath  to  the  trembling  limbs  and 
form,  although  her  eyes  could  not  perceive  its  brightness  ;  and 
over  it,  in  a  tearful  silence,  unbroken,  except  by  the  tread  of 
bearers  and  mourners,  neighbors  and  iriend^-Hsynonyms  among 
that  simple  people — ^bore  to  her  final  rest  the  mortal  remains  of 
the  aged  pOgrim — ^thank  Heaven,  sightless  no  longer  1  The  light 
of  love,  the  baptism  of  tears  had  made  that  worn,  grey  stone  a 
sacred  spot  to  the  wanderers.  In  the  yard,  they  never  dreamed 
was  not  '^  modest,"  because  it  lay  along  the  village  street,  were 
flowers  and  trees  of  their  own  planting.  Henceforth  strangers 
were  to  enjoy  their  fragrance  and  shade.  The  bees  tenanting  the 
row  of  hives,  in  the  possesion  of  which  Bessy  had  esteemed  her- 
self passmg  rich,  would  hum  and  store  honey  just  as  bafiUy,  now 
that  she  would  not  profit  by  their  hordes. 

The  church  green  was  a  convenient  and  inviting  picture  to  one 
seated  in  the  cottage  door  ;  with  the  weeping  elms  trailing  over 
the  roof  and  latticing  the  windows  of  the  and^t  building,  whose 
heavy  frame  and  brown  oaken  pews  had  been  brought  from  Eng- 
land— ^the  villagers  were  fond  of  relating.  On  either  side,  and 
behind  it,  lay  its  founders  and  the  majority  of  the  congregations 
that  had  gathered  within  it  prior  to  the  present  generation;  the 
memory  of  their  names  and- worthy  deeds  kept  alive,  less  by  the 
quaint  stones  that  marked  their  pillows,  than  through  the  tra- 
ditions treasured  {md  told  with  love  and  pride,  by  their  descend- 
ants. 

It  was  a  dangerous  indulgence  of  fancy  on  Mark's  part,  and  he 
felt  the  ill  effects  of  his  indiscretion  in  the  drearinesa  that  fell 
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upon  ^iwi^  like  the  November  fog,  and  the  straggle  it  cost  him  to 
maintain  a  show  of  composure,  nmch  leas  of  gaiety,  when  the 
teamster,  pointing  with  his  long  whip,  remarked,  "Tonder's 
your  house,  Mrs.  Hale  1" 

Bessy  leaned  forward  eagerly,  as  did  Mark. 

"  Where  ?"  asked  both. 

**  Just  'cross  that  field,  in  that  clump  of  trees." 

"  That  P  said  Bessy,  incredalous.    "  Mark  1  can  it  be  ?" 

"  It  most  be,  dear.  Mr.  Paxton  told  me  that  he  knew  the 
place,  and  ha4  heard  through  Mr.  Bancroft,  that  we  had  rented  it." 

"  It  ain't  so  sniptious  as  you  expected,  I  reckon,"  said  the 
wagoner.  "  It's  pretty  'nongh  situation,  but  it  may  be,  you'll 
find  the  house  sort  o'  out  of  order.  Mr.  Argyle,  he  built  it  for 
hk  oyerseer,  and  the  man  lived  in  it  six  months,  or  so.  Then  Mr. 
Argjle  took  it  into  his  head  that  it  was  too  far  off  from  his  place, 
and  Mr.  Frisbie's  old  mother,  who  kept  house  for  him  died,  so  he'd 
no  reason  to  stay  there  any  longer,  and  was  willin'  to  do  what 
his  employer  wanted,  which  was,  to  have  everything  under  his 
own  eye.  Let  him  alone  for  '  making  every  edge  cut,'  as  my  ole 
woman  says.  And  Mr.  Sancroft— his  agent — ^he's  just  as  sharp 
and  close.  Maybe,  as  you  are  a  Yankee,  hell  favor  you.  He 
came  from  Gonnectkut — ^where  they  make  clocks,  you  know." 

"  I  hope  I  shaU  need  no  favoring  at  his  hands  I"  returned 
Mark,  with  some  stiffiiess.  Then  ashamed  of  his  boastful  pride, 
la»  continued,  pleasantly,  "  I  guess  we  shall  not  quarrel,  if  I  pay 
my  rent,  and  don't  worry  him  for  too  many  repairs." 

"  Oh  I  you'll  get  on  1"  But  the  honest  face  "  reckoned"  there 
.^^night  be  other  causes  <£  dissatisfaction. 

''The  old  gentleman — ^Mr.  Argyle  is  mighty  well  off,"  he  said, 
Cheering  away  from  the  agent.  "  He  owns  ni^  upon  two  thou- 
sand acres  of  land,  and  niggers  more'n  enough  to  work  it,  and  has 
money  a  plenty  besides,  they  say.  But  for  all  that,  a  shiUin' 
piece  looks  as  Ing  to  Iiirn  as  it  does  to  you  or  me.    His  wife  was 
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a  different  kind— free-handed  as  he'd  let  her  be  ;  good  to  poor 
folksy  and  one  of  the  religionsest  ladies  yon  erer  seen.  Her 
darters  don't  take  after  her,  I've  heered  tell.  Master  Malcolm — 
he  looks  like  her,  and  behares  like  her,  too— ^uch  as  a  wild  boy 
can  like  a  perfect  lady,  as  she  was.  Bnt  deary  me  1  as  my  ole 
woman  says,  '  It  takes  many  sorts  of  people  to  make  a  world,' 
and  '  boys  will  be  boys.' " 

''  I  thought  the  family  were  not  at  home,"  said  Mark,  more  to 
coyer  Bessy's  silence,  and  to  preyent  any  attempts  at  ocmsolation 
from  Mr.  Paxton,  should  he  notice  her,  than  from  interest  in  his 
landlord's  domestic  affairs. 

**  So  they  aint  I  The  old  gentleman,  he's  in  Scotland,  whar 
his  father  came  fr^m,  and  he,  too,  for  that  matter,  when  he  was  a 
child.  The  two  darters,  they're  at  the  North,  somewhar,  at 
school.  Thar  wamt  no  schools  in  Yirgtnny  fine  enough  fi>r  them. 
They're  highflyers,  I  tell  you  I  Master  MakM>lm'8  at  oolkge  in 
Williamsburg."  • 

"  The  house  is  shut  up,  then  ?" 

^'  All  but  the  housekeepei^  rooms.  Whoal  geet  what  are  yoo 
about  thar  ?  Tou  see  " — ^to  Mark — '^  they  aint  used  to  goin'  in 
here." 

The  elephantme  wagon  slowly  and  painfully,  as  it  were,  turned 
into  a  side  road,  better  than  that  which  l^ey  had  heretofore  tra- 
yeUed,  inasmuch  as  it  was  a  grayeUy  soil,  and  its  ruts  were  less 
deep.  A  few  hundred  yards  brought  them  to  the  house  they  had 
seen  across  the  field.  It  was  built  of  hewn  logs ;  one  story  in 
hHght,  with  adoor  and  a  window  in  front.  Tbere  was  no  inclosed 
yard  or  garden,  and  the  half  dozen  fine  oaks  that  embowered  it  in 
summer,  were  now  no  improyement  to  its  desolate  appearance. 

"  Here  we  are,  Bessy,  dear !" 

Mark  held  up  his  strong  arms  with  a  look  that  was  pitying  in 
its  affection,  when  he  meant  it  should  be  joyous.  **  Welcome  to 
our  hut  in  the  backwoods  1"  as  he  lifted  her  to  the  gromML  . 
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Bessy  had  alighted  ankle-deep  in  the  dead  leayes,  and  for  a 
moment,  their  rustle  was  his  only  reply.  Then,  she  took  her  child 
from  the  wagoner's  arms,  and  presented  it  for  its  Other's  kiss. 

**  Mamma  and  Kitty  are  very  glad  to  get  home  at  last  I"  she 
said,  smilmg  bravely. 

Dead  leaves  everywhere  1  but  in  the  comers  of  the  zigzag  fence 
that  bounded  the  road  on  one  side,  and  against  the  walls  of  the 
house,  they  were  heaped  highest,  while,  in  the  rood  itself,  there 
whirled  along,  ever  and  anon,  a  twittering  shower  of  them,  before 
the  wind,  like  a  flock  of  frightened  birds. 

"  The  door  is  open,  I  see,"  said  Mark,  pushing  it  wider. 

**  Never  had  no  lock  on  it,  I  reckon  I"  was  the  reply  of  the 
wi^oner.  "If  you're  ready,  we'll  tumble  out  your  things.  I 
wish  I  could  stay  and  help  you  get  to  rights,  but  I  must  be 
travelling." 

Bessy  bestowed  a  glance  updti  the  dismal  interior  of  the  dwell- 
ing;  then  turned  away,  and  gathering  a  pile  of  the  dry  leaves  at 
the  leeward  end  of  the  house,  she  deposited  her  child  upon  the 
soft  cushion,  tucked  a  blanket  snugly  about  her,  tied  her  hood 
more  tightly  under  the  little  chin,  and  gave  her.  aid  in  remov- 
ing the  lighter  articles  of  their  luggage.  There  were  not 
many  parcels,  and  the  work  was  soon  done. 

After  infinite  trouble,  whoa^ng  and  gee^ng,  and  backing  in 
the  clearing  around  the  cabin,  the  horses,  and  the  moving  moun- 
tain attached  to  them,  faced  the  main  road  once  more. 

"  I  wish  yon  luck !"  said  the  driver,  heartily,  when  he  had 
received  his  fare,  and  the  thanks  .of  his  late  passengers.  • 

Even  his  dull  imagination  recognized  the  fof lorn  expression  of 
the  picture  before  him  ;  the  heap  of  household  goods  that  could 
furnish  but  scantily  the  rude  hut  that  made  the  background  ;  the 
group  standing  among  the  withered  leaves  ;  the  child,  blue  with 
cold,  and  terrified  by  the  strangeness  of  its  surroundings,  clinging 
to  its  mother's  neck ;  the  wife,  pale  and  wistful,  her  ]^)s  closed 
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firmly,  to  repress  the  emotion  that  might  seem  to  reproach  him 
who  had  brought  her  hither  ;  the  sturdy  husband,  perplexed  and 
serioos,  under  the  weight  of  the  responsibility  he  had  assumed, 
but  neyer  before  felt  so  heavily  as  at  this  momoit ;  and  over  all, 
the  darkening  grey  of  the  low  clouds. 

"  111  ^blU  in  when  I  pass  this  way  agen,"  adrentored  the  team- 
ster, by  way  of  alleviation  to  their  discomfort.  '^  Don't  get 
homesick — ^no  more'n  yon  can  help,  I  mean,  of  course.  '  Put  the 
best  foot  foremost,'  as  my  ole  woman  says.  '  What's  done  can't 
be  helped  1'  as  I've  heered  her  say  a  hundred  times,  I  reckon. 
Wish  she  was  here  1  She'd  tell  you  just  what  to  do--^et  you  aU 
straight  in  less  than  no  time." 

That  night,  as  he  sl^t  in  his  four-wheeled  tent,  his  horses 
tethered  about  it,  and  his  bull-dog  at  his  feet,  doing  double  duty 

guard  and  foot-stove,  he  was  awakened  by  the  roar  of  the  rain 
n  the  canvas  cover. 

''  I'm  afeered  they're  having  a  hard  time  of  it  I"  he  muttered, 
rolling  his  huge  body  over  for  another  nap.  "  Better  have  stayed 
where  they  come  from,  if  ^hoas  Yankee-land  !" 
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CHAPTER  IL 

"  Now,  iheo,  Bessy,  fiwr  work  I" 

Mark  ended  the  moamfnl  panse,  daring  which  both  had 
lifltaned  to  the  last  dying  tinkle  of  the  distant  bell  that  sounded 
like  a  farewell  message  from  the  dyillzed  world.  With  a  deep 
insfHration,  he  cast  off  despondency  and  homesickness. 

''  We  will  not  be  down-hearted,  dear,  whUe  we  are  left  to  one 
another,  and  Kitty  is  spared  to  comfort  us  both.  Suppose  we 
examine  the  inside  of  what,  forlorn  as  It  looks,  we  will  make  a 
home  of  by  and  by." 

It  was  a  heavy  draught  upon  Bessy's  loving  faith  in  her  hus- 
band's word  to  credit  the  possibility  of  this  latter  clause,  as  she 
stood  in  the  centre  of  the  principal  room,  and  gazed  around  her. 
The  walls  were  tolerably  sound — ^that  is,  there  were  not  many 
fissures  that  admitted  the  outer  air  and  light,  but  the  inner  plas- 
tering had  crumbled  and  fallen  in  a  number  of  plaees,  displaying 
the  shingles  and  sticks  with  which  the  ecUfice  was  '' chinked." 
The  bare  beams,  black  with  dirt  and  smoke,  as  was  also  the  floor, 
were  overlaid  by  loose  planks,  forming  a  loft,  gained  from  below, 
by  a  rough  ladder  from  which  half  the  rounds  were  missing.  The 
fire-place  nearly  filled  iq)  one  end  of  the  apartment,  and  the  day- 
light glimmered  down  its  capacious  mouth  upon  ashes  and  charred 
pieces  of  firewood,  extinct  months  before.    A  row  of  shelves,  to 
the  left  of  the  chimney,  constituted  all  the  furniture  and  culinary 
conveniences  of  the  establidunent,  and  these  were  only  undressed 
pkmks,  sq>ported  by  pegs  difvea  into  the  logs. 
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"This  is  the  kitchen,  I  guess,"  said  Besf,  opmng  a  door 
leading  to  a  back  room. 

Bat  it  had  neither  fireplace  nor  stove.  A  traall,  mglazed- 
window  allowed  nnobstrocted  passage  to  the  wind,  and  the 
gaping  cracks  above,  below,  and  at  the  sides  of  another  door, 
completed  the  process  of  ventilation.  This,  too,  Bessy  imclosed, 
and  beheld  abont  an  acre  of  ground  that  seemed  to  have  known 
tillage  and  inclosnre  at  some  remote  date.  Not  far  from  the 
hoose,  and,  each  at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  were  ^e  remains  of  a  hen* 
coop  and  pigsty. 

''What  dirty  people  they  most  have  beenP  said  our  19ew 
England  girl,  with  a  carl  of  her  pretty  months  "  I  don't  wondei 
that  Mr.  Argyle  wanted  to  have  tlfem  mider  his  own  eye  I" 

''We  will  show  them  a  different  style  of  living,"  retnmed 
Mark.  "Next  sammer,  we  will  have  a  fence  and  a  garden,  and 
chickens,  and  a  j^g.  Ton  have  enoogh  Irish  blood  in  yoa  to 
make  the  porker  a  necessary  appendage  to  your  family  ;  but  we 
need  not  have  his  sty  dkectly  onder  onr  chamber  window. 
Instead  of  that,  we  will  plant  roses  and  morning-glories.'' 

Bessy  was  passionately  fond  of  flowers,  and  she  looked  brightflfe* 
at  the  mere  imagination. 

Mark  followed  np  his  advantage.  "And  we  have  all  the 
winter  for  getting  things  straight  withindoors.  The  first  step 
is  to  make  a  fire.  There  are  dry  sticks  in  plenty  for  the  kind- 
ling. Fael  is  not  scavoe  hereaboats,  however  pressed  we  may  be 
for  other  comforts." 

The  hearth  was  speedily  cleared,  and  a  fire  crept  brightly 
among  the  crackling  twigs,  then  caaght  the  larger  logs  Mark  had 
picked  op  abont  the  premises.  While  her  father  and  mother 
were  bringmg  in  th^  boxes  and  bundles,  Miss  Kitty  sat  upon  a 
roll  of  bedding,  laid  against  the  wafi,  for  her  accommodation, 
still  moffled  in  the  diawls  that  eoaeealed  her  entbely,  ezceptbg 
a  pair  of  dierry  lips  and  neat  little  nose,  straJgU;  uid  serndble, 
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and  two  black  eyes,  that  saw  and  wondered  at  eyerything  ; 
especially  were  they  attracted  by  the  merry  leaping  blaze  that 
•  grew  redder  and  stronger  as  the  evening  became  darker.  She 
wonld  have  liked  to  be  nearer  to  it,  bat  "  mamma  "  had  bade  her 
sit  still,  and  babies  thought  it  no  hardship  to  obey  their  parents 
in  those  days  of  primitiye  ignorance,  when  the  hint  that  Solomon 
and  Paol  were  "  old  fogies/'  wonid  have  been  regarded  as  irreye- 
rently  presomptnons. 

Thus,  it  was  not  nntU  the  last  package  was  brought  in,  and  the 
rickety  door  ezdnded  some  of  the  unwholesome  dampness,  that 
Elitty  was  promoted  to  "mamma's''  knee,  and  her  wrappings 
removed,  with  a  kiss  and  word  of  praise  to  the  "  best  little  girl  in 
the  country."  If  the  mother  had  added,  *^  and  one  of  the  pret- 
tiest," it  must  have  been  a  critical  taste  indeed  that  found  fault 
with  her  partial  judgment.  Short,  sunny-brown  ringlets  covered 
a  head,  formed  with  the  elegance  of  outline  and  proportion  that 
gave  her  mother,  although  but  a  shoemaker's  wife,  the  air  of  aris- 
tocratic breeding.  The  father's  smile  rarely  left  the  black  eycs^ 
and  the  fervid  Irish  blood,  of  which  he  had  spoken,  colored  the 
Bound  cheek. 

*^  Mamma  1"  said  the  little  three-yearold,  "  where  is  this  7" 

"  This  is  home,  my  daughter,"  replied  Bessy,  steadily. 

Another  dubious  look  at  floor  and  ceiimg,  and  the  confused 
mass  of  articles  that  busied  her  father ;  and  the  lip  curled  just  as 
the  tidy  housewife's  had  done,  at  the  proximity  of  the  pig-pen  to 
the  back  door. 

^'  I  don't  like  it,  mamma  I    Tisn't  dean  1" 

*^  Her  mother  all  over  I  the  particular  little  minx  I"  laughed 
Mark. 

Bessy  answered  more  seriously.  '^  But  when  it  is  dean,  yoa 
will  find  it  a  nice  place,  Kitty.  Mamma  will  fix  a  seat  for  you, 
and  give  you  a  piece  of  bread  and  butter.  Then  yon  wUl  flit  stiU, 
and  let  me  hdp  papj|-— wHl  you  notf 
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**  Tea,  ma'am,"  sighed  she,  meekly ;  and  while  the  work  of 
onpackiiig  went  on,  she  remained  quietly  perdied  npon  a  chest, 
munching  the  hard  biscuit  that  was  to  be  her  sapper. 

"  Papa/'  she  said,  at  length,  "  may  I  please  have  a  drink  of 
water  ?"  f 

"  Certainly,  my  darling." 

"Bat  wh^e  is  the  well?"  exclaimed  Bessy.  "I  have  not 
thought  of  it  once  I  How  singular  that  I  should  have  forgot- 
ten it  I" 

"The  spring  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  behind  the  house," 
answered  Mark.    "  I  will  step  out  and  get  a  pailful  of  water." 

"  I  thought  perhaps  the  overseer's  family  managed  to  live  with- 
out it,"  said  Bessy,  mischievously.  "  I  am  sure  the  supply  must 
be  very  small" 

"  I  will  find  enough  for  Kitty,  and  for  our  cup  of  tea,"  replied 
Mark,  lighting  one  of  the  pitchpine  torches,  with  which  he  had 
supplied  himself,  in  conformity  with  a  si^gestion  of  his  friend,  the 
wagoner. 

Bes^  stooped  again  over  the  box  of  housekeeping  utensils  and 
crockery.  The  next  thing  that  came  to  hand  was  drawn  forth 
with  the  utmost  care.    Kitty's  eyes  flashed  recognition.  • 

"  Qrandmamma's  dock  1"  she  cried.  "  Where  did  it  come 
from  7    Oh,  mamma,  do  make  it  strike  1" 

As  much  to  gratify  henself  aa  h^r  child,  Bessy  set  it  up  on  one 
of  the  shelves,  and  applied  the  key.  The  works  were  all  in  order. 
The  lively  pendulum  commenced  its  **  tickety-tick  1"  and  as  Mark 
entered,  the  ^rill  bell  rang  out  seven  o'dock,  for  Bessy  could  only 
guess  at  the  hour. 

"  That  is  a  welcome  sound  1"  was  his  exclamatioD,  and  for  a 
time  the  three  stood,  looking  at  the  well-remeabtred  face 
and  listening  to  the  &miliar  music,  with  equal  and  clAdish 
delight. 

"  The  place  is  not  half  so  lonesome  now,  as  it  was  I"  said 
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Beflsy,  going  back  to  her  work.    "  It  reminds  me  so  mnch  of  the 
dear  dd  kitchen  at  home  I" 

Hands  and  feet  moved  to  the  rapid  beatings  of  the  blithe 
monitor  on  the  shelf,  and  Kittj,  in  defaolt  of  more  interesting 
amosement,  watched  it,  until  her  eyelids  fell  together. 

**  Papa's  blessmg  I''  mnnnored  Mark,  taking  the  yielding  form 
into  his  arms. 

"  She  has  had  hard  travel  and  hard  fare  today.  Loosen  her 
dotlies  very  gently,  Bessy  dear.  I  am  glad  that  we  can  make 
her  comfortable  for  the  nighf 

This  was  not  an  nnfounded  congratulation  ;  althongh  the  little 
Otto's  bed  was  made  within  one  of  the  packing-boxes,  instead  of 
the  roomy  crib  of  pdished  wood,  which  had  held  her  from  the 
hoar  of  her  birth  until  the  day  they  quitted  the  homestead.  It 
cost  Bessy  a  severe  pang  to  part  with  that ;  but  it  was  really  less 
necessary  to  them  than  many  other  portions  of  their  fumitore  ; 
and  "  something  must  be  given  up,"  she  reminded  herself  again 
and  again,  when  her  desires  threatened  to  get  the  better  of 
prudence  and  expediency.  They  had  brought  but  one  bedstead, 
and  when  this  was  set  up  in  one  comer  of  the  room,  a  well-used, 
but  whj^  and  dean  table  in  another,  three  wooden  chairs  and  a 
stuffed  easy  one,  disposed  here  and  there,  a  chest,  a  trunk,  and 
Mark's  bench  and  box  of  tools  arranged  i^^ainst  the  fbrther  waU ; 
and,  upon  the  shelves,  the  dock,  a  chum,  and  a  few  vessels  for 
cookery  and  table  use,  the  house  was  furnished.  There  were  still 
unpacked  a  small  lot  of  bodes,  a  picture  or  two,  and  some  bits 
of  carpeting ;  but  these,  it  was  resolved,  aOier  a  second  and 
doser  survey  of  wails  and  floor,  should  remain  in  their  hiding 
places,  until  certain  necessary  processes  of  purification  were 
accomplished. 

**  Eben  Dwight  could  not  have  made  me  a  more  useful  present 
than  that  set  of  carpenter's  tools,^  said  Mark,  as  they  drank 
thdr  creamless  tea,  and  ate  the  bread  and  cheese,  delicious  in 
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relish,  after  their  day's  labor.  ''  I  shall  have  to  wait  a  bit  for 
bnsiness  to  come  to  me,  and  this  will  give  us  a  fine  chance  to 
right  op  oar  establishment.  Not  rery  stylish  now,  it  mnst  be 
confessed;"  and  he  smiled.  ''  But '  everytiung  most  haye  a  begin- 
ning/ as  my  ole  woman  says,  and  '  a  bad  b^iinning  makes  a  good 
ending.' " 

Bessy's  merry  langh  chimed  in  with  his,  at  the  sttceessfol 
mimicry  of  their  late  trayellingKsompanioo.  And  just  at  this 
moment,  there  pattered  npon  the  roof  the  heavy  rain,  that,  as 
we  have  seen,  disturbed  the  slmnbers  of  Mrs.  Pazton's  exem- 
plary husband,  two  miles  further  on  the  way  to  his  often-quoted 
spouse. 

"  That  same  ^  ole  woman'  must  be  a  second  Book  of  Proyerbe," 
continued  Mark. 

'^  I  guess  she  is  a  pattern  wife  and  mother,"  said  Bessy,  "  and 
a  good  neighbor.  I  wish  ^e  were  not  twelye  miles  off.  And 
Mr.  Fazton  himself  was  ajs  kind  as  kind  could  be  to  us.  I  was 
sorry  to  part  with  him.  We  need  the  adyice  of  somebody  used 
to  the  customs  of  this  country.  I  wonder,  for  instance,  where 
we  are  to  get  milk.  You  and  I  can  live  without  it ;  but  Kitty 
ought  to  have  a  little." 

"  By  and  bj,  we  will  hare  a  cow,"  said  MaA* 

"  By  and  by  is  not  now,"  ol^'ected  the  practical  and  less  hope- 
ful wife.    *^  Meanwhile *tfae  little  creature  will  suffer." 

"  She  shall  not— never  fear.  I  will  see  Mr.  Sancroft  about 
the  milk.  As  our  temporary  landlord,  he  must  feel  some  interest 
in  us;  although  I  can't  say  that  I  agree  with  hun  in  calling  this 
a  '  commodious  cottage.'  He  lives  only  a  couple  of  miles  from 
(his,  and  Ben  Lomond,  Mr.  Aigyle's  house—is  hardly  half  a  mile 
up*  the  road.  We  shan't  starve,  dep^d  upon  it.  Work  is 
ple||y,  provisions  are  cheap,  and  fuel  is  to  be  had  tot  the  picking 
up.  In  these  imsnense  woods  bad;:  of  us,  thousands  of  trees  rot 
yearly,  and  the  ground  at  this  season  is  covered  thidd^  with 
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kindling-wood.  You  and  Kitty  can  gather  enough  fagots  in 
one  morning  to  last  ns  a  fortnight ;  and  in  the  same  time,  mj 
axe  and  I  can  provide  heavy  logs  to  bum  for  a  month — and 
without  ever  felling  a  tree.  This  is  the  compact  between  Mr. 
Sancroft  and  myself.  I  am  at  liberty  to  nse  whatever  I  find 
already  fallen.  It  was  my  notion,  and  he  raised  no  objection. 
Then,  he  ensures  me  the  entire  custom  of  Mr.  Argylc's  planta- 
tion, where  there  are  nearly  a  hundred  persons,  white  and 
colored,  and  promises  to  speak  a  good  word  for  me  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. He  is  getting  rich,  they  say;  yet  he  left  Connecticut 
fourteen  years  ago  with  just  seven  shillings  in  his  pocket  over  and 
above  the  cost  of  his  passage  and  that  of  his  wife  and  child. 
This  is  a  great  country  1" 

"  I  hope  he  got  his  money  honestly,"  remarked  Bessy,  drily. 

"  It  is  very  likely  that  he  did.  A  man  who  understands  his 
business,  and  is  not  afraid  to  work,  cannot  help  getting  along. 
By  the  time  our  little  beauty  is  grown,  Bessy,  you  and  she  will 
ride  past  this  hovel,  in  your  coach  and  four,  and  forget  that  you 
ever  lived  in  it." 

Bessy  shook  her  head,  in  smiling  doubt;  but  the  pictures  drawn 
by  his  ardent,  buoyant  spirit  were  always  pleasant  to  her  mental 
vision,  and  too  probable  as  well  as  too  attractive  to  be  altogether 
disbelieved. 

The  weather  continued  lowering,  with  frequent  showers,  aU 
through  the  three  following  days.  The  work  of  "  righting  the 
establishment"  went  on  bravely,  notwithstanding  the  state  of  the 
atmosphere  was  unpropitious  for  house^leaning.  The  cottage 
had  one  architectural  excellence — a  chimney  with  a  good  draught; 
and  its  ample  jaws  were  kept  constantly  supplied,  for  the  fire  had 
much  to  do.  A  large  kettle  of  boiling  water  hissed  and  bubbled 
there,  all  of  three  days,  and  was  replaced  on  the  fourth  by  #pot 
of  whitewash,  compounded  according  to  Mark's  peculiar  recipe. 
A  snlall  glue-kettle  was  often  upon  the  embers ;  their  frugal 
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"  Here's  jer  milk  t"  he  said.  "  Want  de  piggin  'gin  I" 
"  What  /"  ejaculated  Mrs.  Hale.  "  Mark,  do  come  here  l** 
Mark  entered  from  the  inner  room,  and  after  questioning  the 
boy,  interpreted  his  remark  to  mean  that  the  pail — "  piggin/'  in 
Virginia  parlance — ^was  &  be  returned  by  the  bearar.  It  was  a 
clean  cedar  yessel,  covered  with  a  white  cloth  ;  the  milk  was  fresh 
and  rich.  Bessy  almost  forgave  the  stupidity  of  the  farmer  and 
the  apish  appearance  of  his  Ganymede,  in  her  enjoyment  of  the 
nectar.  The  boy  was  a  good-natured  fellow,  and  so  far  from 
bearing  Kitty  any  grudge  for  her  impolite  reception  of  him, 
brought  her  an  apple  that  evening,  and  the  ensuing  day,  a  small 
bag  of  what  he  called  "  goober  peas  " — alias  peanuts — volunteer- 
ing the  information  that  she  was  "  a  mighty  pretty  little  gal ;" 
that  his  name  was  "  'Polio,"  and  he  "  wasn't  gwine  to  hurt  her." 
''That  child  makes  friends  everywhere,"  said  the  loving 
parents. 

They  did  not  disdain  this  ray  of  sunshine,  albeit  the  reflector 
was  of  doubtful  quality.  As  cleanliness  was  restored  (it  seemed 
rather  that  it  was  created)  Bessy's  spirits  reached  their  accus- 
tomed pitch.  In  her  old  home,  she  was  often  likened  to  her  pet 
bees.  People  said  she  had  watched  and  tended  them,  and 
studied  their  ways  of  life  and  work,  until  she  had  learned  their 
motions  and  their  music.  The  brisk  pendulum,  ticking  with  all 
its  little  might,  upon  the  shelf  ;  the  spark  of  light  caught  on  its 
bright  face,  lengthened  into  an  arc  by  its  swift  swing,  was  the 
only  thing  in  her  household  that  vied  with  her  in  lightness  and 
speed. 

As  we  said,  just  now,  they  had  been  a  week  in- their  log  domi- 
cile. It  was  a  mild  morning  in  balmy  Indian  summer,  that 
witching,  lovely  twilight  of  the  year.  Doors  and  windows  were 
open,  for  the  fire  could  not  be  allowed  to  go  down  upon  ironing- 
day.  The  smoky  rafters,  and  the  broken  walls  had^been  white- 
wasned  ;  the  floor,  by  dint  of  countless  scmbbings,  was  almost  as 
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catelj  cat;  and,  as  ehe  stepped  to  and  fro,  her  blae  skirt  per- 
mitted a  critical  view  of  two  small  feet,  arched  in  the  instep,  and 
incased  in  neat  high-heeled  shoes.  Mark  was  very  fastidious  in 
the  matter  of  his  wife's  shoes.  In  short,  bat  for  her  dress 'and 
occupation,  she  might  have  been  mistaken  for  a  titled  dame,  who, 
having  lost  her  way  and  her  retinae,  had  chanced  upon  a  peasant's 
cot. 

For  aaght  we  can  say  to  the  contrary,  Bessy  Hale  may  have 
come  down  in  a  direct  line,  firom  the  magnificent,  bat  somewhat 
apocryphal  race  of  Irish  kings.  To  appease  the  prejudices  of 
those  who  scoat  at  Nature's  letters  patent  of  nobility,  onless  the 
same  have  been  ratified  by  the  signet  of  man-appointed  royalty, 
we  admit  our  ignorance  of  our  heroine's  pedigree,  farther  back 
than  the  sturdy  Celtic  father,  who  fought  the  tyrants  of  his 
native  and  of  his  adopted  country  at  Lexington  and  Banker  Hill. 
The  sticklers  for  blood  and  breeding,  who  can  trace  patrician 
descent  in  the  lobe  of  an  ear;  descry  the  lees  of  a  plebeian  stock 
in  a  finger-nsul,  may  give  Bessy  the  benefit  of  the  uncertainty,  so 
frankly  stated.  But  one  thing  we  do  stoutly  maintain;  whatever 
might  be  the  quality  of  the  blood  stirring  so  warmly  in  her  veins, 
it  suffered  no  degradation  by  her  alliance  with  the  manly  fellow, 
whose  axe  was  flashing  over  his  head,  with  every  second;  the 
ringing  notes  sounding  back  sharply  from  the  hills.  It  drowned 
the  noise  of  approaching  footsteps,  and  the  knock  against  the 
door-post. 

**  Mamma  1"  said  Kitty,  plucking  her  dress. 

Bessy  turned  and  saw  a  gentleman  standing  upon  the  threshold. 
Hastily  setting  down  her  iron,  she  advanced,  blushingly,  to  meet 
him. 

"  Mrs.  Hale  ?"  said  he,  inquiringly. 

"  Yes,  sir.'^ 

" My  name  is  Bancroft,  Mrs.  Hale,  /hope  you  are  well,  thii 
fine  morning,  madam.    Is  yow  husband  at  home  V 
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more — 'thoagh  that  does  not  appear  possible — ^to  do  in  the  other 
room — ^hey  ?" 

"  You  can  judge  for  yourself,  sir,"  returned  Mark,  leading  the 
way,  with  pardonable  pride,  into  the  smaller  apartment. 

The  whitewash  brush  had  done  its  duty  here,  also.  The  win- 
dow-frame was  supplied  with  glass,  which  the  proTident  Mark 
had  foreseen  would  be  of  use  to  him  '4n  the  backwoods."  There 
was  the  bed,  with  its  thick  blankets,  gay  patchwork  coverlet  and 
irreproachable  pillow ;  and  at  its  foot,  Kitty's  packing-case, 
raised  by  blocks  of  wood  seyeral  inches  above  the  floor  ;  a 
chintz  valance  tacked  around  the  top,  and  concealing  the  inele- 
gant nature  of  the  contrivance.  Another  box,  set  up  on  end,  and 
similarly  attired,' was  the  wash-stand  ;  the  curtain  concealing  the 
convenient  depository  of  shoes,  etc.,  thereby  formed.  The  rest 
of  the  floor  was  hidden,  with  its  inequalities  and  cracks,  by  mats 
made  of  many  colored  bits  of  cloth,  first  tacked  together  in  long 
strings,  which  were  braided  and  then  sewed  into  circular,  oval  or 
square  rugs.  It  was  a  cheap,  unique,  and  anything  but  unsightly 
carpet,  soft  to  the  foot,  and  exceedingly  durable.  The  cracks  at 
the  edges  of  the  door  and  casement  were  closed  by  strips  of  coarse 
list. 

Mr.  Sancroft  raised  his  hands  and  eyes  in  amazement,  that 
might  well  have  been  unfeigned. 

"  You  will  do,  sir !  you  will  succeed  in  life,  Mr.  Hale  I  Never 
give  yourself  one  particle  of  uneasiness  on  that  score.  I  am  proud 
of  you  as  a  fellow  Yankee — indeed  /am  I  And  how  about  the 
wood,  Mr.  Hale  ?  I  heard  your  axe,  as  I  rode  «p  to  the  door. 
Quite  a  pile  already,  I  see,  sir,"  his  gaze  darting  at  each  stick 
with  a  keenness  that  ought  to  have  saved  the  axe  further  trouble 
that  day. 

''  And  actually  a  pile  of  fagots  !  A  sight  I  have  not  seen 
before  in  seven — ^no,  in  seventeen  years  I  Let  me  handle  one  for 
old  acquaintance'  sake.     And  well  tied  up  they  are  too — quite 
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shall  be  properly  set  forth,  and  no  appeal  of  nune  be  wanting  to 
ensure  the  snceess  of  your  application.  Mr.  Argjle  is  now  abroad, 
you  are  aware,  sir." 

**  Yes,  sir,  and  I  had  supposed  that  in  such  trifles  as  these, 
you  might  be  empowered  to  act  according  to  your  own  dis- 
cretion." 

The  agent  raised  his  shoulders  and  eyebrows*  ^  Mistaken,  my 
dear  sir,  mistaken  t  Mr.  Argyle  is  %  wonderfully  punctilious  man. 
Mint,  anise  and  cunmun  I  You  are  a  Bible  scholar,  Uke  myself, 
Mr.  Hale,  and  understand  the  allufiion.  I  shall  midse  it  my 
business  to  write  to  him*immediatcly.  May  I  ask  the  fav<^  of  a 
drink  of  water,  Mrs.  Hale  T' 

They  were  now  back  again  in  the  front  and  larger  room,  and 
remarking  upon  the  heat  of  the  day,  Mr.  Sancroft  unbuttoned 
and  threw  open  his  great-coat,  seating  himself,  as  he  did  so,  in  the 
easy-chair.  He  was  a  tall,  spare  man,  apparently  from  forty  to 
forty-fiTe  years  of  age,  with  lantern  jaws,  very  closely  shaven,  as 
was  likewise  his  chin ;  a  mouth,  that  whether  speaking  or  shut, 
was  always  smiling,  and  a  narrow,  $teep  forehead  peaked  very  far 
up  oyer  the  temples.  His  hair  was  bushy  and  prematurely  grey; 
so  hoary,  that  it  contrasted  curiously  with  a  pair  of  black  eye- 
brows, which  were,  by  far,  the  most  expressive  ^pd  remarkable 
feature  of  his  face.  Rapidly  as  the  tongue  moved,  sudden  and 
frequently  ludicrously  abrupt  as  were  its  transitions  from  one  topic 
to  another,  the  eyebrows  were  never  caught  trippmg.  They 
admired,  wondered,  regretted,  argued  in  exact  time  with  the 
words  that  streamed  forth  so  glibly  beneath  them.  They  were 
not  still  one  ixistant  while  he  was  speaking,  and  their  incessant 
play  would  have  driven  2^  nervous  man  to  distraction.  In  very 
animated  periods,  not  content  with  moving  themselves,  they  lifted 
the  scalp  with  them,  and  then  Mr.  Bancroft's  iron-grey  forelock 
seemed  to  retreat  to  the  crown  of  his  head.  He  was  an  endless 
talker — ^would  ask  a  dozen  questions  in  a  breath,  without  appear* 
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he  had  had  to  deal,  ere  this,  with  her  prejudices,  and  the 
experience  had  taught  him  to  dread  the  thought  of  her  forming 
others.  Not  that  he,  himself,  had  any  especial  fancy  for 
Mr  Sancroft ;  that,  at  the  bottom  of  his  thoughts,  there  was  not 
an  irritating  sense  that  he  had  been  egregiously  duped  by  his 
representations,  with  regard  to  the  hovel  rented  to  him  under  such 
a  specious  title,  but  since  it  was  too  late  to  repau"  the  mischief,  no 
good  could  arise  from  entertaining  unfriendly  feelings  toward  the 
agent. 

''He  is  odd  in  looks  and  manners,''  he  said,  ''but  these  are 
thii^  we  may  laugh  at,  without  blaming  him  for  what  he  cannot 
help.    He  means  well,  perhaps." 

"  I  suppose  he  does — ^for  himself  I"  answered  Bessy,  re-sprink- 
ling the  clothes,  which  had  become  dry  during  the  ill-timed  calL 
"  He  has  a  flinty  face  and  his  heart  is  harder." 

"  Little  woman  I"  said  Mark,  in  mild  reproach.  "  That  is  not 
quite  charitable.  Tou  judge  harshly  of  a  man,  with  whom  yon 
have  but  an  hour's  acquaintance." 

"  I  wish  it  were  all  I  am  likely  to  hare  I"  Bessy  retorted,  wiU- 
faUy. 

"  But  why  ?" 

Bessy  put  her  iron  down,  ddiberately,  and  coalpmted  her  hus- 
band. 

"  I  will  tell  you,"  she  began,  folding  her  arms,  and  beating  a 
tattoo  upon  the  lower  with  the  fingers  of  the  upper  hand.  "  In 
the  first  place,  he  has '  Idssed  the  Blameynstone,'  as  my  father  used 
to  say  of  such  talkers.  I  always  distrust  a  flatterer.  Give  me 
an  honest  tongue — I  don't  care  how  blunt  it  may  be.  Thei\  he 
took  too  much  pains  to  convince  you  that  he  did  not  feel  above 
us.  He  was  proud  of  you  as  a  brother  Yankee — and  all  that 
flummery — ^a  sure  proof  that  he  believed  himself  to  be  your  supe- 
rior, 'though  why  he  should  do  so,  I  am  sure  /cannot  tell " — the 
little  princess  digressed  to  remark,  standing  considerably  higher 
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could  bear  a  man  whose  scalp  worked  backward  and  forward, 
in  that  di^gnsting  manner  I" 

In  tme  womanly  style  of  argument,  Bessy's  harangne,  perti- 
ninent  and  forcible  in  the  main,  wound  op  with  the  weakest  point. 
Mark  forgot,  in  his  burst  of  laughter  at  her  last  absurd  clause, 
that  much  of  what  she  had  been  saying,  had  struck  him  as  true 
as  she  brought  out  the  yarious  heads.  It  was  not  in  his  nature 
to  take  trouble  on  interest,  and  kissing  the  burning  cheek  of  the 
disconcerted  orator,  he  dismissed  Mr.  Sancroft  by  putting  forward 
a  more  pleasing  subject.  The  odd  jobs  about  the  premises  were 
disposed  of  sufficiently  to  allow  of  his  return  to  his  legitimate 
calling.  He  now  solicited  his  wife's  aid  in  putting  up  his  sign, 
which  had,  up  to  this  time,  lain  undisturbed  'in  the  bottom  of  a 
chest. 

After  a  good  deal  of  serious  consultation,  it  was  decided  at 
length,  to  place  it  between  the  window  and  the  door,  at  an  equal 
distance  from  the  roof  and  from  the  ground.  Mark  and  Bessy 
went  out  to  the  road  to  enjoy  the  effect  and  to  be  certain  that  it 
was  conspicuous  enough  to  catch  the  eye  of  a  careless  passer  by. 
It  was  a  complete  success.  Eyen  from  the  highway,  across  the 
field,  a  tolerably  keen  sight  could  distinguish  the  black  letters 
upon  their  white  ground — 
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gHOEHAKER." 
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appreciated  the  tale  as  a  joke,  and  the  sympathy  and  reverence 
of  the  many,  who  swallowed  it  as  a  Tcrity,  withoat  thinking  of 
subsequent  digestion,  the  ambitions  ''  laird/'  as  his  college-mates 
dubbed  him,  was  suffered  to  proceed,  until  one  day,  the  hour  and 
the  man  having  come,  a  certain  waggish  fellow  stood  forth,  and 
made  proclamation  of  a  most  surprising  instance  of  longevity  as 
exemplified  in  Argyle,  senior.  "  He  had  been  driven  from  his 
native  Highlands,  according  to  the  son's  showing,  by  the  remorse- 
less hatred  of  an  ungrateful  dynasty,  and  found  an  honored 
asylum  in  the  wilds  of  America.  There  he  had  raised  a  family 
and  a  fortnre,  and  notwithstanding  his  perils,  hardships,  and 
labors,  was  now  ei\joying  the  evening  of  a  well-spent  life — in  fact, 
renewing  his  prime  if  not  his  youth.  He  might  easily  be  mistaken 
for  a  man  of  fifty,  when,  as  the  date  of  the  battle  of  Sedgemoor — 
the  disastrous  day  that  saw  the  downfall  of  his  illustrious  kinsman 
— ^proved  he  was  in  reality  nearly  a  hundred  year^  old,  he 
having  been  a  man  grown  and  married  at  the  time  of  his 
laight  1" 

The  luckless  butt  of  this  unmerciful  sport  never  forgot  nor 
forgave  its  author  «nd  endorsers.  Throughout  his  life,  the  impru- 
dent tongue  that  let  slip  in  his  presence  the  sobriquet,  "  MacCal- 
lum  More,''  which  still  perpetuated  the  remembrance  of  his 
boyish  mortification,  was  sure  to  incur  the  weight  of  his  deep 
displeasure. 

The  unpopular  and  unromantic  opinion  of  those  who  had  the 
best  opportunities  of  knowing  the  first  Argyle  who  honored  the 
western  continent  by  making  it  his  home,  was  that  bis  removal 
to  the  new  world  was  strictly  a  business  investment.  JBf  steady 
devotion  to  Mammon,  his  near  pinching  and  his  ov^H^hing,  his 
grinding  and  his  grasping,  were  to  their  minds  inJ^ftable  testi- 
mony that  money-getting  and  money^saving  wcr#  inbred  and 
paramount  to  all  nobler  passions.  His  son,  with  a  more  liberal 
education,  was  almost  as  narrow  and  selfish  in  his  views  and 
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added  wooden  wings,  of  architecture  almost  as  solid  and  grare  is 
its  chairacter,  as  was  the  brick  honse.  The  snn  and  storm  had 
beea  the  painters,  and  these  had  produced  a  mellow  brown  hne, 
that  harmonized  not  indiiferently  with  the  color  of  the  rest  of  the 
pile.  One  tall,  spreading  cedar  shadowed  the  porch,  and  on 
either  side  of  the  gate  stood,  hale  and  green,  a  box-tree,  fifty 
years  old.  The  front  lawn  was  separated  firom  the  kitchen  yard, 
by  a  hedge  of  broom,  of  the  laird's  planting,  and  which  was  at 
OQce  his  delight,  and  the  cordial  detestation  of  the  little  negroes, 
whose  associations  with  the  flexile  twigs  were  of  the  most  lircly 
and  pnngent  natnre.  Following  the  path,  which,  at  one  comer 
of  the  house,  made  a  gap  in  this  evergreen  fence,  one  came  npon 
the  back  building  and  entered  the  housekeeper's  jurisdiction. 

And  here,  on  a  frosty  Monday  morning,  early  in  December, 
Miss  Barbara  Brook  busied  herself  and  her  myrmidons  in  the 
momentous  work  of  "  getting  the  week  started." 

"  Let  me  once  get  fair  holt  of  it,  a  Monday  morning  1"  said  the 
enterprising  female,  clutching  at  an  inTisible  hebdomadal  adversary, 
with  a  gesture  akin  to  one  which  we  remember  to  hare  seen 
"  bring  down  the  house,"  at  a  college  exhibition,  when  a  grace- 
ful Freshman  essayed  to  "  pluck  up  drowned  Honor  by  the  locks." 
''  Let  me  get  fair  holt  of  it,  and  Btart  it  right ;  set  it  on  its  legs, 
myself,  and  happen  what  may,  I  am  sure  of  coming  out  straight 
and  square  on  Satul^ay  night  I" 

A  mischievous  observer  would  have  said  that  there  was  little 
danger  of  any  other  result  to  her,  individually.  Straight  and 
square,  Nature  had  made  her,  and  she  had  sought  out  no  inven- 
tion wherewith  to  alter  or  improve  the  model.  Straight  as  to 
limbs,  spine,  neck  and  sandy  hair  ;  square  as  to  shoulders,  elbows, 
brow,  chin — even  toes.  She  was  not  over  five  feet^h  height,  and 
was  attu*ed  in  a  homespun  woollen  garment,  in  whose  plaids  red 
and  yellow  were  the  prevailing  tints,  and  whose  cut  and  fit  are 
best  described  by  saying  that  her  role  of  ''straight  and  square," 
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eye  for  an  instant.    "  I  think  we  will  bleach  it,  and  lay  it  by  for 
yoor  Miss  Eleanor  s  wedding  outfit." 

The  woman  smiled  withoat  speaking,  but  she  looked  neither 
indifferent  to  the  beaaty  of  the  work,  nor  to  the  praise  bestowed 
upon  it. 

"  Dar  V  ejacolated  Tony,  pricking  np  his  ears,  like  a  pointer 
pnppy.    "  Somebody  comin'  1" 

'^  How  do  you  know  ?"  demanded  Hiss  Barbara. 

"  I  hear  ^mn  clean  he  foot  'pon  de  mat  in  de  porch.  Dar  1  what 
I  tell  yon  ?"  and  tumbling  heels  over  head  in  his  haste  to  answer 
the  snomions,  he  unclosed  the  door  before  Bessy  Hale  had  with- 
drawn her  hand  after  her  hesitating  knock. 

**  Can  I  see  Miss  Brook  ?"  she  asked  of  the  boy. 

"  Certainly,"  said  Miss  Barbara,  shoving  him  aside.  "  Qet  to 
your  work,  sir.  Be  pleased  to  walk  in,  ma'am.  Take  a  seat  by 
the  fire.  Tony,  bring  in  some  wood — ^no  I  you  do  it,  Ohloe  Ann. 
If  he  gets  out  of  this  room  we  won't  see  him  again  till  night.  A 
cold  day,"  she  continued  to  Bessy,  catching  up  a  broom  and  plying 
it  fussily  upon  a  hearth  already  as  clean  as  hands  could  make  it. 

"  Yes,  ma'am,  very  cdd,"  responded  Bessy.  The  bustle  of  her 
reception  had  given  her  time  to  collect  her  ideas  and  words. 

"  Take  off  your  bonnet,"  pursued  the  hospitable  housekeeper. 

"  No,  I  thank  you,  ma'am  ;  I  have  only  a  few  minutes  to 
stay."  Her  color  mounted  higher,  but  she  went  on  in  the  same 
quiet,  film  tone.  '^  We  have  moved  to  this  part  of  the  country, 
lately.  My  husband  is  a  shoemaker,  and  has  rented  a  house  not 
far  from  here,  belonging  to  Mr.  Argyle." 

"  I  know,"  nodded  Miss  Barbara  ;  "  the  old  overseer's  house." 

''  Yes,  ma'am.  He  hopes  to  get  work  enough  to  support  his 
family  after  a  while  ;  but  of  course,  we  cannot  expect  to  have  it 
come  in  all  at  once,  before  he  is  known.  We  have  but  one  child, 
now  more  than  three  years  old,  and  I  have  a  great  deal  of  spare 
time.    And,  so  I  thought  it  would  be  a  help  to  us  if  I  coqU  get 
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Bome  plain  sewing  to  do,  and — atfdr-^knowing  that  yoor  famflj 
was  yerj  large,  I  guessed  yon  might  wish  to  emploj  a  seam- 
stress, now  and  then.  I  can  cut  and  fit  tolerably  well,  and 
stitch  very  fast." 

Dnring  this  speech  Miss  Barbara's  eyes  were  as  bosy  as  her 
clicking  needles,  and  before  its  termination,  concise  as  it  was,  she 
had  arriyed  at  several  irreversTble  conclosions.  Firstly,  and 
chiefly,  that  she  had  taken  a  fimcy  to  Bessy.  She  said  to  herself 
that  she  had  never,  in  all  her  bom  days,  seen  a  prettier  pictare 
tiian  the  gir&h-looking  wife  and  mother,  as  she  sat,  with  her 
clasped  fingers  npon  her  knee,  looking  modestly  into  the  fire,  the 
hood  of  her  red  cloak  poshed  back  fh>m  her  £Bkce,  but  not  so  far 
that  it  did  not  shed  a  deeper  rose  upon  the  blooming  cheek. 
"  She  was  pretty  spoken,  too,''  she  added.  Her  norUiem  accent 
lent  a  charm  to  her  language.  It  was  so  nnlike  Mr.  Bancroft's 
nasal  twai^  I  Next,  bdng  no  drone  herself,  she  was  pleased 
that  the  woman  wanted  work ;  that  she  did  not  fold  her  arms 
idly  and  let  her  husband  maintain  her.  Hien,  as  a  clinching  con- 
sideration, the  application  was  made  to  her,  as  the  rightfol  head 
of  the  household,  in  the  master's  absence,  and  not  Uy  that  odious 
Sancroft,  who,  if  he  had  his  way,  would  measure  every  quart  of 
meal,  and  count  every  potatoe  that  went  out  of  her  store-room 
and  cellar. 

And,  with  a  toss  of  the  head,  meant  for  him  and  not  for  the 
applicant.  Miss  Barbara  made  up  her  mind,  as  Bessy  uttered  the 
last  word. 

*'  I  am  behindhand  with  my  sewing,''  she  proceeded,  directly  to 
the  point.  "  Such  a  thing  hasn't  happened  in  this  house  before, 
for  ages.  But  my  best  hand — ^her  that  helps  most  about  making 
the  negroes'  clothes — has  a  run-around  on  her  finger,  and  can't 
set  a  stitch." 

The  feminine  pronoun  helped  Bessy  to  understand  that  the 
a£3icted  digit  was  not  Miss  Brook's  own  personal  member; 
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bnt  of  what  "a  nin-around''  was,  she  bad  a  yery  imperfect 
notion. 

"  It*8  pretty  heary  work  1'^  eaid  Mias  Barbara.  "  Look 
nere  I" 

She  lifted  the  lid  of  a  cheflt,  and  drew  oat  diyers  bundles  of 
homespun,  men's  coats,  women's  frocks,  and  boys'  trowsers. 

"  Aint  it  a  sight  fit  to  break  a  woman's  heart  ?"  said  Miss 
Brook,  pathetically.  "  'Specially,  when  I  don't  get  a  minute  to 
set  down  to  it,  from  sunrise  to  sundown.  Trot  I  trot  1  trot  1  the 
whole  enduring  time,  after  folks" — an  ireM  look  at  spinner, 
carder  and  cotton-pickers — "  who  wouldn't  earn  the  salt  to  tiieir 
bread,  if  I  weren't  everlastingly  at  their  heels." 

"  I  don't  mind  ifs  being  heavy,"  answered  Bessy,  whose  eyes 
had  sparkled  at  sight  of  the  unmade  clothing.  "  And  I  know 
something  about  tailoring.  My  mother  made  me  learn  the 
trade  partly  beifore  I  was  married.  I  make  all  my  husband's 
clothes." 

'*  Very  well  1"  The  nod  said  more  than  the  tongue.  "  Now, 
about  the  price  of  your  work.  Would  you  like  your  pay  in 
money,  or  will  it  be  as  convenient  to  take  it  out  in  poduee — 
meat,  ^gs,  and  so  forth  T" 

Bessy  stammered — ''  I  cannot  say  yet ;  I  did  not  tell  my 
husband  that  I  was  coming  here,  or  that  I  intended  to  take  in 
sewing.  I  was  afraid  he  might  think  that  I  would  have  too 
much  to  do  with  it,  and  washing  and  cooking,  and  my  own  work 
besides.  I  must  talk  with  him,  before  I*can  decide  which  kind 
of  payment  would  suit  us  best." 

"  Don't  you  keep  no  servants  ?" 

"  No,  ma'am  1"  surprisedly. 

Miss  Barbara  dropped  the  roll  of  doth. 

"  Hear  that,  now  I  And  you  as  nice-looking  and  genteel  as 
any  lady  I  That  beats  all  independence  ever  I  heard  of.  Catch 
a  Yir^nny  girl  doing  that  I    Every  overseer's  wife  must  have  a 
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negro  to  wait  upon  her,  if  she  hasn't  a  decent  coat  to  her  own  or 
her  children's  backs.  Ton're  made  of  the  right  stnif  I  None  of 
yoiif  slazj  goods  that  gO  to  pieces  in  the  washing — like  half  of 
the  women  that  git  married  these  days.  Pick  ont  what  70a 
think  70a  can  do,  and' 111  send  it  down  to  7oar  honse.  It  will  be 
too  big  a  bundle  for  7on  to  tote  (earr7)." 

Habitnal  prudence  mastered  her  enthusiasm  safflcientl7  to 
induce  her  to  propound  some  ioquiries  as  to  Bessy's  estimate  of 
the  value  of  her  labors,  and  finding  it  moderate,  she  readil7 
a^pneed  to  give  it,  or  its  equiyalent,  when  the  job  should  be  com- 
pleted. 

A  proud  and  a  happy  heart  Bessy  Hale  carried  back  to  her 
humble  home.  She  was>  as  erery  wife  should  be,  her  husband's 
confdante  in  business  affairs,  and  could  not  be  deluded  by  his 
sanguine  predictioos  of  the  better,  because  busier  days  coming, 
into  forgetfulness  of  their  present  condition.  Their  slender  stock 
of  money  was  rumiing  low,  and  the  stores  they  had  brought  with 
them  could  not,  by  the  utmost  fh^^ity,  be  made  to  last  much 
longer.  Fresh  meat,  butter,  and  green  vegetables  were  luxuries 
that  rarely  appeared  upon  their  table,  and  even  the  small  sum  dis- 
bursed for  the  milk,  so  indispensable  to  Kitty's  health  and  com- 
fort, was  beginning  to  be  felt  as  a  serious  outlay.  AU  this 
whilfs — ^nearly  four  weeks — Mark  had  had  but  one  customer, 
Mr.  Slocnm,  the  bachelor-&rmer,  who  called  to  get  a  shoe 
mended,  and  *'  'sposed  they'd  take  it  out  in  milk." 

Bessy  danced  rather  than  walked  down  the  long  hill,  near  the 
foot  of  which  stood  their  cottage.  Arrived  within  a  dozen  yards 
of  it,  she  saw  Mark,  also  approaching  by  a  wood-path.  A  fagot- 
ing expedition  of  his,  with  Kitty  as  attendant,  had  furnished 
his  wife  with  a  chance  to  carry  her  secretly-matured  plan  into 
execution.  She  had  intended  to  be  home  in  advance  of  him,  but 
the  success  of  her  scheme  made  her  careless  how  soon  it  was  dis 
closed.    Therefore  she  stood  still,  and  watched  him  through  the 
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naked  branches  of  brushwood.  He  walked  wearily;  a  load  ^f 
fagots  strapped  on  his  shoulders,  and  his  axe  in  the  hollow  of  his 
arm.  It  was  not  fatigue  alone  that  shaded  his  countenance  %nd 
clogged  his  feet.  She  felt  sure  of  that.  The  drooping  muscles 
of  the  mouth  and  the  contracted  brow  were'indices  of  inward  dis- 
quiet, which  she  could  understand — and  relieve  I  As  her  heart 
leaped  lightly  with  the  last  thought,  Elitty,  who  was  scampering 
along  before  her  father,  espied  the  red  cloak,  and  cried  out, 
"  Mamma  T' 

Mark  looked  up  instantly,  but  not  so  quickly  that  the  affec- 
tionate creature  regarding  him  did  not  detect  the  short,  hard 
struggle  with  which  he  manned  himself  to  meet  her  cheerfully. 

*'  Halloo,  Little  Red  Biding  Hood  I"  he  excUiimed,  as  she  ran 
forward  to  meet  him.  **  Where  hare  you  been,  docked  out  in 
your  holiday  rig  f" 

''To  see  my  grandmother,  and  she  didn't  eat  me  up 
either  I" 

Then  followed  a  recital  of  her  adyenture  and  its  result.  Mark 
said  truly  that  he  would  have  forbidden  the  undertaking,  if  she 
had  solicited  his  counsel ;  and  there  was  a  temporary  uprising  of 
manly  and  generous  pride  at  the  idea  of  her  supportmg  Mm ! 
which  required  an  infinity  of  coaxing  and  some  tears  from  Bessy 
to  overrule.  But  he  called  her  "  a  noble,  good,  true  wife,"  and 
our  busy  bee  was  triumphant. 

Miss  Barbara's  first  payment  was  in  ptodwt^  and  the  basket 
having  been  packed  by  herself,  our  cottage  friends  conceived  a 
happy,  if  not  a  very  just  impression  of  the  cheapness  of  provisions 
in  that  region.  Mark's  wounded  pride  had  a  salvo  the  same  day, 
m  the  shape  of  an  order  from  Mr.  Selden,  a  neighboring  planter, 
for  half  a  dozen  pairs  of  children's  shoes,  his  shoemaker  being 
confined  to  his  bed  by  sickness. 

Mr.  Sancroft  had  not  concealed  from  Mark,  when  making  the 
representations  that  lured  him  to  this  new  settlement,  that  it  was 
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Qsed  to  the  company  of  other  children,  and  is  satisfied  to  plaj 
around,  quietly,  while  grown  people  are  talking." 

'*  She's  a  wonder  then  I — a  lire  miracle  1  I  hare  somethnes 
thought  there  most  be  comfort  in  having  a  good  child — hat,  law 
me  I  where  did  yon  ever  see  one  that  didn't  pester  the  life  oat  of 
everybody  that  had  anything  to  do  with  it  ?" 

**  Mine  doesn't  I"  remarked  the  mother,  smilingly. 

She  was  learning  what  Miss  Barbara's  ways  meant^  and  pri- 
vately qnestioned  the  genoineness  of  her  professed  repugnance  to 
Uttle  folks. 

Kitty's  early  head  coald  hardly  lie  still  apon  the  pUlow  that 
night,  throngh  excess  of  excitement.  That  memorable  Christmas 
Eve,  her  stocking  was  himg  in  the  diinmey  comer  for  the  first 
time  I  While  her  father  held  her  on  his  knee,  and  told  her  of 
the  kind  Santa  Clans,  who  was  to  come  down  the  wide  chimney, 
while  she  was  asleep,  with  .a  pocket  fall  of  nice  things  for  the 
little  girl  who  minded  her  parents,  and  had  ^tirely  given  np  the 
bad  habit  of  crying  for  what  she  was  told  she  coald  not  have  ;  her 
mother  pinned  a  loop  to  one  of  a  pair  of  striped  stockings  and 
fastened  it  to  a  nail  by  the  fireplace,  where  no  saint,  with  half 
an  eye,  or  half  his  wits  aboat  him,  could  overlook  it.  Besides 
this  brilliant  prospect  for  ^q  morrow,  she  was  "  going  visiting." 
Her  clean  clothes  were  spread  on  a  chair,  in  the  kitchen,  before 
she  went  to  bed,  that  they  might  be  aired  and  ready  against  the 
momii^.  There  they  lay — ^the  crimson  worsted  frock  ;  the  white 
pinafore  ;  the  red  and  white  stockings  ;  the  black  shoes  with  red 
rosettes. 

Father  and  mother  cast  many  looks  at  the  simple  array  after 
the  destined  wearer  was  in  bed. 

"  I  have  been  told  that  I  dressed  her  too  fine  for  the  child  of 
poor  parents,"  remarked  Bessy;  "but  the  materials  of  her 
clothes  are  not  more  expensive  than  those  which  other  people,  no 
better  oif  than  we  are,  pat  on  their  children.    It  is  the  bright 
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It.  Here  was  an  important  addition  to  her  honsehold,  a  second, 
and  smaller  dolly,  carved  like  its  senior,  oat  of  soft  wood,  and 
painted — ^bnt  wonder  of  wonders  I  with  joints  at  its  knees  and 
elbows  I 

''  Mamma  !  Papa  t"  screamed  the  agitated  child,  strewing 
CTerything  else  npon  the  floor,  as  she  ran  to  them  ;  **  see  what 
a  beautifuP — tears  of  ecstasy  choked  her. 

The  mde  wooden  image,  which  was,  however,  fully  as  gracefid 
in  figure  and  artistic  in  finish,  as  the  pattern  after  which  it  was 
fashioned,  was  Mark's  handiwork.  With  a  deal  of  pains  he  had 
whittled,  and  polished,  and  colored  it,  for  toy-shops  were  rarities 
then  and  there ;  and  had  they  been  abundant,  Mark's  shillings 
were  scarce.  What  mattered  a  dcficency  that  was  never  felt  f 
Little  Kitty  was  enraptured  beyond  expression,  and  bon-bons 
-and  playthings,  elegant  in  conception  and  workmanship  could  not 
have  added  a  drop  to  the  overflowing  cup.  Even  the  recollection 
of  the  promised  vidit  was  dim  in  comparison  with  the  possession 
of  her  treasure,  and  the  only  cloud  that  crossed  her  face  that 
morning,  was  when  she  asked,  anxiously  hugging  her  baby  to  her 
heart : 

"  Please,  mamma,  may  I  take  dolly,  too  ?  I  guess  she's  afraid 
to  stay  at  home,  without  me." 

This  consideration  was  disregarded  in  the  case  of  the  elder  doll, 
who  was  comfortably  ensconced  in  bed,  with  many  injunctions  to 
be  "  a  good  girl,  and  not  cry  until  her  Kitty  came  back." 

Bessy  was  mistress  of  a  sflk  robe,  inherited  from  her  mother, 
not  purchased  in  her  lifetime ;  but  extraordinary  indeed  must 
have  been  the  occasion  that  warranted  her  in  putting  it  on.  For 
a  Christmas  dinner,  even  at  the  "  great  house,"  she  wisely  selected 
her  best  winter  dress.  It  was  of  green  stuff,  trimmed  with  black, 
and  the  color,  so  trying  t<r  most  complexions,  made  the  pure 
white  and  red  of  her  skin  seem  fairer  and  fresher.  Beneath  the 
short  sleeve  was  an  exquisitely  crimped  ruflQe  of  worked  linen. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

"  Olad  to  see  yon;  walk  int"  said  Miss  Barbara,  meeting  the 
Hale  family  at  the  door.  ''  How  dy'e,  Pussy  ?  That's  what  they 
call  yoQy  ain't  it  V 

"  My  name  is  Kitty/'  answered  the  child,  wonderingly. 

**  And  don't  Kitty  and  Pnssy  mean  the  same  thing  ?  Let  me 
take  off  your  cloak  and  hood.  Well,  yon  are  pretty  as  a  picter, 
and  no  mistake  ahont  itt  Where  did  yon  steal  yonr  roses 
from?" 

Won  by  the  innocent  beanty  of  the  little  face  she  held  np  to 
the  light,  she  stooped  to  kiss  it,  forgetful  of  her  professed  dislike 
of  "  babies."  Bessy  remarked  the  stolen  caress,  with  a  sly  smile 
at  Mark,  and  both  felt  more  at  home  becanse  of  it. 

They  were  received  in  Miss  Brook's  own  apartment,  the  same 
In  which  Bessy  had  first  been  introduced  to  her  notice.  The  fnr- 
nitnre  was  very  plain  ;  msh-bottomcd  chairs  and  deal  tables,  and 
cupboards,  some  with  glass  doors,  some  without,  in  every  corner. 
The  floor  was  covered  with  a  rag  carpet,  woven  in  the  loom,  that 
was  a  fixture  in  the  back  part  of  the  room;  but  the  spinning- 
wheel  had  been  removed-;  the  cleanest  of  always  clean  white 
curtains  put  up  at  the  four  windows,  and  the  chairs  arranged 
cozily  around  the  fire. 

Miss  Barbara  still  wore  her  thimble — it  was  affirmed  that  she 
slept  in  it — ^but  all  else  about  her  had  the  true  holiday  look.  On 
working-days,  her  hair,  which  was  profusely  streaked  with  grey, 
was  uncovered  and  "  done  np  "  in  the  tightest  possible  knot  at 
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''  Mr.  Argyle  is  not  a  professor,  then  V 

'*  Not  he  I''  She  checked  herself,  and  went  on  in  s  different 
tqpe.  '^He  doesn't  interfere,  and  he  likes  to  talk  abont  the 
*  Established  Chnrch  of  Scotland,'  and  his  forefathers  sticking 
so  fast  to  the  Protestant  faith,  with  the  ministers  that  stop  here 
overnight.  Yon  see,  they  got  into  the  halnt  of  it  when  Mrs. 
Argyle  was  aUre,  and  Pm  sure  they're  always  more  than  wel- 
come. Bat  it's  easier  to  do  like  yonr  neighbors^  and  let  thii^ 
take  their  coarse,  than  to  make  a  stand  against  iniquity,  and  try 
to  torn  people  ont  of  the  broad,  into  the  narrow  way." 

''Mr.  Sancrofthad  religions ixaining,  I  soppose,"  said  Mark. 
"  ITie  Connecticut  people  are  great  chnrch-goera." 

**  More  shame  to  him  for  being  snch  &  reprobate  1"  cried  Miss 
Barbara,  warmly.  "  A  more  godless,  money-worshipping  fox  yon 
won't  find  this  side  of  the  place  he  came  from.  Beg  yoor  paiv 
don  if  you're  affronted  1  bat  yoa  do  send  some  plagned  poor 
sticks  down  South,  and  he  isn't  one  of  the  best  kind." 

"  We  did  not  come  firom  the  same  State,"  said  Mark,  good- 
homoredly.    ''  I  am  a  natiye  of  Massachusetts." 

''  Banker  Hill  is  in  that,  ain't  it  ?" 

"  Yes,  madam." 

''  Pyc  heard  tell  of  it  often.  I  had  a  brother  badly  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Monmouth." 

She  spoke  as  though  they  were  adjacent  townships,  and  Mark 
did  not  feel  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  set  her  right. 

<<  I  ought  not  to  feel,  nor  to  talk  about  Mr.  Sancrolt  as  I  do," 
she  said,  presently.  ''  The  fact  is,  I  can't  bear  the  man,  and  so  I 
suspicion  ererything  he  says  and  does.  If  I  am  wrong,  and 
sometimes  don't  giTe  him  his  due,  I  hope  the  Lord  will  forgive 
me."  Her  penitent  tone  was  suddenly  dropped.  "  Mr.  Argyle 
thinks  that  he  is  the  salvation  of  the  plantation,  when  he  is 
away,  and  poor  Frisbie,  a  smart,  managing,  workin'  fellow  as 
ever  lived,  gits  not  a  mite  of  praise  along  with  his  overseer's 
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some-pietty  plain  coBTersation — ^when  he  pokes  his  meddlin'  eye- 
brows into  my  part  of  the  honse.  If  'twaoi't  for  the  children — I 
promised  their  mother  on  her  death^bed  I'd  never  leave — Mr. 
Argyle  woidd^have  had  to  look  out  for  another  housekeeper  the 
day  after  he  engaged  that  slab^ded  Yankee  to  stand  master  for 
us  ail.  The  fire  bums  your  &ce  there,  honey  I  Let  me  set  your 
cheer  in  the  eomer.'' 

She  picked  up  Elitty,  chair,  doll  and  all,  to  remove  her  to  a 
more  sheltered  position,  and  in  a  moment  seemed  to  have  forgotten 
that  Mr.  Sanerolt  was  in  existence. 

Dimier  was  served  at  twelve  o'clock.  Miss  Barbara  made  no 
pretensions  to  'Equality''  howrs  or  fashiotts.  An  independent, 
free-bom  woman,  she  respected  herself  and  the  station  allotted  to 
hw  by  Providence  too  truly,  to  d^^rade  either  by  servile  imita- 
tions of  those,  who,  in  the  same  providence,  were  appointed  to  a 
higher  rank,  as  far  as  outward  appearances  went.  There  were 
stores  of  china,  silver  and  damask  in  the  house,  and  she  had  the 
keys  to  every  room  and  chest.  Three  thousand  miles  intervened 
between  Ben  Lomond  and  its  proprietor,  and  there  were  no  spies 
in  the  camp ;  yet  the  table  was  spread  with  home-made  liuen, 
coarse  but  glossy  ;  pewter  spoons  and  crockery,  blue  and  white, 
of  the  everlasting  Chinese  willow  pattern. 

That  old  wilk>w  pattern  1  Who  that  thinks  of  it  fails  to 
recall,  its  stiff  plume^e  trees,  its  bridges  and  swnmer-houses, 
its  boats  in  the  air,  its  hump-backed  human  (7)  figures — and 
to  whom,  with  the  sight  of  these,  come  not  visions  of  country 
dining-rooms ;  the  smell  of  clover-hay  floating  in  at  the  windows, 
and  mingling  with  the  enchanting  fragrance  of  a  rural  repast  ? 
Who  does  not  remember  the  yellow  butter,  dewy  and  cool  from 
the  ice  or  spring-house^— the  tumbler  of  cream,  almost  as  rich — ^the 
flaky  biscuit — ^the  amber  honey — the  batter-cakes  and  the  fried 
chicken — ^the  shade-trees,  locusts  and  aspens— joining  their  whis- 
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pers  to  the  reverent  tones,  that  asked  a  blesong  upon  boanttes 
received ;  the  cordial,  hearty  voices  that  pressed  the  guest  to 
eat,  until  "  tired  nature  could  no  more  ?^ 
-  The  unfortunate  reader,  who  knows  nothing  experimentally  of 
this,  who  has  felt  no  sympathetic  watering  of  the  mouth,  or  eyes, 
in  perusing  the  above,  is  hereby  assured,  for  his  comfit,  that  he 
may  enjoy  the  luxury  of  a  new  sensation  by  travelling  in  a 
stage  or  private  carriage,  not  by  rail,  forty  miles  back  into  the 
countrv. 

Mis<  1  Barbara's  Christmas  turkey  had  half  an  inch  of  iat  upon 
its  breast,  and  a  necklace  of  sausages,  and  was  kept  in  coon- 
tonance  at  the  other  end  of  the  table  by  the  most  crisp  of  roost 
pigs  that  was  ever  replete  with  sage  stuffing  and  dripped  with 
gravy.  Between  these  was  a  double  line  of  communication,  com* 
posed  of  potatoes,  Irish  and  sweet,  parsnips,  turnips,  bacon  and 
cabbage,  sausage,  spare  rib,  souse,  bread,  butter,  and  pickles, 
yellow,  green  and  sweet. 

'^  Oh  !"  ejaculated  Kitty,  as  she  was  lifted  into  her  chair. 

Her  mother's  hand  was  laid  warningly  upon  her  head,  but  Miss 
Barbara  smOed  complacently  at  the  artless  and  involuntary  com- 
pliment to  her  culinary  exploits,  and  requested  "Mr.  Hale"  to 
"  ask  a  blessing/' 

Tony  and  Suke,  in  whole  aprons  and  shining  faces,  waited  upon 
the  table,  an  honor  altogether  unusual  to  our  northern  friends, 
but  they  were  too  well  bred  to  let  this  appear.  Kitty's  plate  was 
nearest  to  the  head  of  the  board,  and  was  consequently  piled 
until  the  prudent  mother  ventured  to  remonstrate. 

"  It's  plain,  wholesome  food  1"  said  Miss  Barbara.  ''  When 
the  dessert  comes  on,  you  can  give  her  what  you  please ;  but 
bread  and  meat  never  hurt  anything  or  anybody." 

Tony's  longing  eyes  and  smacking  mouth  were,  just  then, 
eloquent  of  noble  ambition  to  offer  himself  a-sacrifice  to  establish 
the  truth  of  this  principle.    The'  current  of  his  desires  was 


VEHS8IS.  dS 

diverted  by  a  tvead  in  tiie  porch  without,  and,  as  he  had  done  at 
Bessy's  first  cally  he  let  lall  eTerythiog  in  his  hands,  which 
happened,  fortanately,  to  be  nothing  bat  a  Japanned  wait^ ;  and 
with  his  ''  somebody  camin!  P  spranig  at  the  door-latch.  It  was 
raised  from  withont  as  he  touched  it,  and  the  door  flew  open  with 
an  impetas  that  knocked  him  back  against  Sake,  who,  a]M>  loiing 
her  balance,  rolled  with  him,  dntchii^  and  shrieking,  on  the 
floor. 

A  hearty,  boyish  ''  ha  I  ha  I  ha  I"  mounted  high  above  their 
screeches  and  Miss  Barbara's  ezckimation«  Mark  and  Bessy  arose 
to  their  feet,  as  she  started  forward,  npeettiDg  her  chair  and 
plate. 

"  Malcolm  Aigyle  i    b  it  yoo,  or  yoor  ghost  7" 

"  That  is  like  flesh  and  blood,  is  it  not  7"  was  the  reply,  as  he 
kissed  her  cheek,  and  gave  her  ribs  a  hog,  that  nearly  drove  from 
her  body  the  scanty  l»eath  astonishment  had  epared  to  her. 
"  What  do  yon  say  now,  Aimt  Bab  V^  ccmtinoed  the  intruder, 
laughing  at  her  contortions,  as  he  released  her. 

''  I  say  you  are  no  better  than  you  used  to  be— the  worst  boy 
that  ever  went  unflogged  P  Miss  Barbara  sobbed  betwixt  laugh- 
ing, crying  and  want  of  wind.  ''  Where  did  yon  come  from,  aud 
what  brought  you  here  V 

**  I  came  straight  from  coll^,  to  eat  my  Christmas  \linner  with 
you.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  yon  have  not  waited  f(»r  me,  however. 
Just  let  me  step  into  your  nxmi  and  wash  my  hands,  and  I  am 
ready — ^that  is,  when  you  have  made  me  acquainted  with  the  rest 
of  your  company" — ^bowing  with  frank  grace  to  the  Hales. 

Miss  Barbara  introduced  them  formally,  and  then  bidding  them 
"  Be  seated  and  excuse  all  this  rumpus !"  she  followed  Malcolm 
into  the  adjoining  chamber,  '^  to  see  that  he  had  soap  and  water,'' 
and  to  supply  further  information  concerning  her  new  acquaint- 
ances. The  communication  was  short ;  for  she  was  back  in  hei 
seat  before  her  visitors  had  begun  to  feel  awkward,  and  by  thiM 
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time,  was  so  fiur  restored  to  her  senses  as  to  scold  rigoroiiflly  at 
Tony  and  Sake,  for  their  ''want  of  manners.'" 

"Why,  anybody  wonld  think  yon  never  mw  a  white  man 
before,  let  alone  yoar  Master  Malcolm  !  A  fine  notion  he  wiM 
get  of  your  raising  1" 

"  'Most  broke  my  head  1"  muttered  the  ingenions  Tony,  nib- 
bing the  assaulted  part,  as  his  yoong  master  re^tered.-^ 

*'  Bah  I  Tony,  my  boy  1  if  your  head  was  strack,  there  is  no 
damage  done.  Say  yonr  shin,  now,  and  tiiete  is  a  plaster  to  heal 
the  bmise  ;"  dropping  a  coin  into  his  hand. 

"  Muvni  to  say  shin,  marster  1"  grinned  the  saa<^  boy.  ''  Thanky 
for  Christmas  gift  I" 

The  heir  apparent  of  Ben  Lomond  was  a  handsome  yoath  of 
about  seventeen,  agile  and  tall  in  figure,  manly  and  enga^g  in 
demeanor.  To-day,  he  appeared  to  enjoy  but  one  thing  more 
than  the  abundance  of  edibles,  set  in  array  before  hun,  and  tiiat 
was  teasing  Miss  Barbara,  whom  he  inyariably  addressed  as 
"  Aunt  Bab."  Her  curiosity  was  wound  up  to  the  highest  pitch 
to  ascertain  the  cause  of  his  un^^pected  Tisit  home,  during  the 
college  term,  and  while  his  fiither  and  sisters  were  absent ;  but  her 
questionings  were  plied  with  no  other  effect  than  to  incite  him 
to  evasions  and  ridiculous  fabrications,  until  the  plun^pudding 
and  mince-pie  disappeared  from  his  plate.  Then  he  dedared  him- 
self vanquished  by  a  liberal  draught  of  domestic  liqueur  that 
accompanied  the  dessert,  and  which  he  protested  would  open 
the  mouth  and  heart  of  an  oyster. 

^^In  vino  Veritas,  Aunt  Bab,"  he  said,  leaning  forward  upon  the 
table,  and  affecting  to  look  through  his  glass  with  one  eye.  "  That 
means,  when  wine- goes  in,  truth  pops  out  I  Father  is  coming 
home  I" 

"  Yon  don't  say  so  1     When  ?" 

*'  If  you  iffiil  interrupt  me,  you  must  take  the  consequences,'^ 
was  the  provoking  rejomder.     "  I  must  have  another  bumper  to 
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do  awttj  with  the  ellecl  of  that  ofastnictkm  lo  my  oommiiiiicatifi 
mood." 

He  sipped  it  retj  slowly. 

"  Yes  I  he  writes  that  he  will  stc/p  in  New  York,  to  pi<^  op 
his  lorely  and  accomplished  dani^teiB,  and  proceed  Idsoiely  to 
his  patrimonial  aad  baronial  casUe  of  Ben  liomond  " — 

Another  and  a  prolonged  sip,  with  his  eyes  fixed  meditatiTely 
i^Kyn  the  aagie  fcmned  by  the  opposite  wall  and  the  ceiling. 

"  Bvt  when-ofor  goodness,  sake  l"  MIsb  Barbara  bonnoed  iq> 
as  if  her  chair  were  set  with  needles. 

"  There  i  yon've  done  it  again  I  If  I  get  dmnk,  it  will  be  yonr 
fanlt,  mind  that  1  I  must  wet  the  thread  of  my  dJaeonrse  eyery 
time  it  has  to  be  joioed,  jon  know.  That  botUe,  if  yon  please, 
Mr.  Hale,"  in  a  tone  of  resigned  melancholy. 

Miss  Barbara  snatched  at  it ;  bnt  he  was  too  quick  for  her, 
and  securing  likewise  a  flask  of  cherry  cordial,  be  held  one  in  the 
embrace  of  each  arm. 

"  *  Now  am  I  doubly  armed  V  As  it  is  yon^  Annt  Bab,  and 
yonr  discretion  is  as  fiunoos  as  yonr  want  of  coriosity,  I  don't 
mind  tdiing  yon  that  the  orders  of  my  rerered  paternal  pro- 
genitor are,  that  all  shall  be  in  readiness  to  recerre  hihi  and  his 
iyr  daughters  twain,  by  the  middle  or  latter  part  of  March  ; 
which  otdi&n  I  thought  best  to  ddiver  in  person.  And  as  I  had 
to  pass  directly  by  Mr.  Bancroft's,  on  my  way  home — Mrs.  Hale, 
allow  me  tiie  pleasure  of  replenishing  yonr  glass-^MLss  Brook  im 
celebrated  for  the  excellence  of  her  beyerages." 

"  Of  course  yon  st<^ped  and  told  him  ?"  said  Miss  Barbara^ 
with  forced  composure.  "  Ah,  well !  who  had  a  better  right  to 
hear  the  news  first,  than  yonr  father's  agent  V^ 

"  Why,  yourself,  to  be  sure  I  At  least,  so  it  seemed  to  mc  ; 
so  I  did  not  even  look  that  way,  as  I  rode  by  the  gate." 

AJisa  Barbara  smiled,  in  spite  of  herself.  "  I  wondel*  if  you'll 
erer  sow  your  wild  oats  I  *  Mighty  little  chance  o^  it,  Ihat  I 
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866.  «  I  B'po66  you'd  like  to  hear  how  the  neighbors  are  get* 
ting  on  V 

"  I  bare  been  dying  for  the  last  boor,  for  want  of  the  informar 
tion." 

"  More  Ukely,  dyin'  for  the  want  of  yonr  dinner.  Well,  there's 
the  Seldens — they're  all  welL" 

"  That  is  very  gratifying/'  interposed  Malcolm,  gniTely. 

"And  Marda  is  growin'  prettier  every  day,"  pursued  Miss 
Barbara,  with  a  meaning  look,  that  had  its  effect  in  the  boy's 
heightened  color.     ''  I  am  s'prised  yon  could  get  by  iha4  gate." 

"  When  you  were  this  side  of  it  I  Fie,  Aunt  Bab  I  You 
don't  give  me  credit  for  natural  affection." 

"  Natural  a£fection  ain't  worth  much,  when  there's  another  sort 
of  love  in  the  way,"  returned  she,  unsparingly.  "Whilt  else 
hindered  you  from  going  in  7    I  don't  understand  it." 

''  Why,  to  be  honest  with  you,  I  met  them  all — a  carriage-load 
— ^three  miles  farther  on,  going  out  to  dinner  at  Mr.  Armistead's, 
and,  as  I  had  no  invitation,  and  had  on  my  travelling-gear,  I  con- 
cluded to  continue  my  journey." 

Laughing  heartily  at  the  manifest  discomfiture  of  his  oppo- 
nent at  (his  reply,  he  arose  from  the  table,  and  invited  Mark 
to  visit  the  stables  and  negro  quarters  with  him.  The  request 
was  couched  in  courteous  terms,  and  his  bearing  was  precisely 
that  of  one  gentleman  toward  another.  The  Chief  Magistrate 
of  the  Union  could  not  have  been  treated  with  more  civility  than 
was  displayed  by  this  son  of  a  haughty  stock,  to  the  mechanic, 
whose  acquaintance  he  had  made  at  his  housekeeper's  table. 

''  What  a  charming  young  gentleman  I"  exclaimed  Bessy,  as 
the  two  left  the  room. 

"  The  flower  of  the  flock  1"  assented  Miss  Barbara.  "  He's 
always  just  so  ;  I've  held  him  on  my  knee,  a  thousand  times,  when 
he  was  a  baby,  and  he's  never  in  his  lile,  to  my  knowin',  done  uu 
unkind  or  a  mean  thing." 
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^  He  ig  yery  hBJxdBcme,^  mad  Beasy. 

"  He's  the  image  of  his  mother.    Y<m  couldn't  say  more  for 
him.    Ran  aromid  the  room,  Moosey,  and  jolt  your  dinner  down. 
Tain't  healthy  to  sit  BtOl  directly  afiker  eating." 
-    '*  I'm  not  a  Monaey;  I  be  a  S[kty/'  ohnckled  the  child,  whose 
^jHQiess  had  worn  o£f. 

"  Then,  here's  a  eonsin  for  yon  to  play  with,"  sud  the  honse- 
keeper,  retoming  from  the  inner  room,  with  a  pretty  tortoise-shell 
kitten.  ''Yen  can  handle  It  op  in  the  blanket  with  yoar  dolly, 
and  take  it  home,  when  yon  go.  I'ye  no  nse  for  it,  if  I  am  an 
old  maid.  There's  but  one  thing  in  natnre  more  tronblesome 
than  a  oat,  and  that's  a  baby.  What  woold  I  do  with  a  has- 
band,  always  xmdeT4oot,  and  a  dozen  sqnalling  brats  beside  f 
Fm  obliged  to  yon  I"  continned  the  contented  spinster,  nodding  to 
a  Yisionary  woald-be  donor  of  said  commodities,  whom  she 
appeared  to  see  in  the  cnrls  of  bine  smoke  ascending  from  the 
pipe  she  was  lighting.    "  I'm  obliged  to  yon,  bat  I'd  as  hef  not !" 

The  two  Kitties  were  in  the  height  of  a  game  of  romps,  which 
Miss  Barbara  prohibited  Bessy  from  interrnptmg,  when  Mark 
and  yoong  Argyle  came  in.  And  now  the  latter  perfected  his 
conqnest  of  both  parents,  by  joining  in  the  frolic,  with  as  much 
zest  as  was  exhibited  by  the  child  and  her  foar-footed  playmate. 
He  leaped  tables  and  chairs  ;  tamed  comers,  and  doubled  on  his 
track,  in  a  style  that  excited  Satty's  intense  admiration.  Her 
gleefbl  laugh  kept  time  to  the  patter  of  her  feet  in  the  chase, 
and  when  at  last,  Malcolm  seized  her  and  swung  her  np  to  his 
shoulder,  she  forgot  that  he  was  a  stranger,  and  a  grown  man, 
and  clapped  her  hands  in  an  outburst  of  delight.  At  that  instant, 
his  knock  having  been  drowned  by  the  noise  within,  Mr.  Sancroft 
walked  in  Miss  Barbara-  grew  straight  and  stiff  as  her  own 
pipenstem.  Bessy  looked  embarrassed,  and  Mark  surprised  ;  but 
the  unabashed  stripling  stepped  forward,  withont  lowering  Kittj 
,  from  her  elevated  seat : 
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How  do  jon  do,  Mr.  Sancroft?  This  is  an  iinejqiected 
pleasure  ;  bat  I  beg  jon  to  consider  yourself  as  welcome  as  if  yon 
had  been  particularly  inyited.'' 

The  parchment  cheek  of  the  agent  shoired  a  faint  glow  of  con- 
fusion  or  displeasure  ;  bat  his  manner  was  unaltered  by  the  equi- 
Tocal  nature  of  his  ^*  welcome.^' 

''How  are  yon,  Mr.  Argyle  1  I  hope  yon  find  yourself  well, 
sir.  I  made  so  bold  as  to  present  myself  here,  this  afternoon, 
quite  uninvited,  as  you  remark,  my  dear  sir,  in  consequence  of  a 
rumor  of  your  arrival  which  reached  me." 

**  Are  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hale?''  interrupted 
Malcolm,  ceremoniously.  « 

"  I  am,  sir.  Very  happy  to  see  you  both  under  sneh  favorable 
audioes.  Business  and  health  good,  I  kust,  Mr.  Hale  1  You 
and  Miss  Brook  are  bosom  friends  by  this  time,  I  presume,  Mrs. 
Hale  ?  You  have  a  very  select  and  agreeable  family  gathering 
here,  to-day — Miss  Barbara — hey  V 

"  We  had  /"  said  Miss  Barbara,  shortly  and  significantly. 

Malcolm  still  walked  the  room,  carrying  Kitty  with  as  much 
ease  as  though  she  had  been  a  tame  squirrel. 

"  Miss  Hale  is  highly  honored  1"  remarked  Mr.  Sancroft. 
"  Bather  a  tall  sweetheart,  is  he  not,  Missy  f  When  did  you 
hear  from  your  respected  father,  Mr.  Argyle  ?  My  latest  advices 
report  him  well  and  happy  amid  the  scenes  of  his  childhood's 
sports.  I  fancy  he  will  not  be  in  haste  to  return  to  this  country 
—hey  ?" 

**  On  the  contrary,  he  writes  to  me  that  we  may  expect  him  in 
March.    Are  you  growing  di2zy  up  there,  my  little  lady  ?" 

"  She  is  quite  too  heavy  for  you,  Mr.  Argyle,"  said  Mark, 
advancing.     "  Let  me  relieve  you." 

''  She  is  as  light  as  a  feather,  sir,  but  she  is  getting  uneasy.  I 
think  she  will  feel  more  comfortable,  and,  at  any  rate,  safer,  on 
the  floor     She  is  your  only  child  ?" 
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"Yes,  sir." 

''  What  a  dear  gipsy  it  is  P  said  Malc<^,  snnliBg  at  her 
gamb6ls  with  the  kitten,  that  sprang  i^)on  her,  as  soon  as  she  was 
released.  **  I  loye  children — ^particnlarly  little  girls.  What  were 
you  saying,  Mr.  Sancroft  7" 

'«!  had  no  intention  of  intermptisg  yonr  conversation,  Mr. 
Argyle.  I  ask  ydH*' pardon,  Mr.  Hale,  for  my  apparent  mdeness  ; 
bnt.  yon  will  own  that  it  is  natural  for  my  interest  to  be  excited  by 
the  news  Miw  Argyle  has  comnKmicated.  Yonr  father  wiU  retnm 
in  March,  my  dear  yonbg  gentleman  ?  Did  I  hear  yon  aright  ? 
What  has  induced  this  sodden  resolution  ?  I  am  really  amazed. 
Nothing  of  an  unpleasant  nature  has  transpired,  I  trust,  Mr. 
Argyle  ?  And  he  was  positive— explicit — emphatic  in  the  decla- 
ration of  this  des^  7  It  was  not  a  hint  merely — ^not  stated  as  a 
probability — hey  7" 

''  I  think  it  was,  dr.  All  futore  orents  must  be  considered  as 
probabilities,  not  certainties.  But  why  not  be  seated,  Mr.  San- 
croft 7  Let  me  insbt  that  you  make  yourself  at  home.  Allow 
me  to  order  a  glass  of  wine — ^that  is,  with  Miss  Barbara's  per- 
mission." 

The  cool  condescension- of  the  lad  was  so  great  a  contrast  to  his 
ordinary  manner,  and  so  remari^able,  when  exercised  by  one  of  his 
years,  toward  a  man  of  more  thim  double  his- age,  that  the  Hales 
looked  on  in  silent  amazement.  Miss  Barbara's  visage  had  a  grim 
satisfaction  in  its  square  lines,  that  proved  her  relish  of  the  scene. 
To  Malcolm's  deferential  appeal,  she  only  said  : 

^'  Help  yourself  1"  and  puffed  away  at  her  pipe 

The  agent  waved  his  hand,  in  deprecation  of  the  civility,  or  the 
delay  of  his  employer's  son. 

"  I  thank  you,  Mr.  Argyle  I  I  thank  you,  sir  I  I  have  not 
time  to  accept  of  your  hospitalities.  And  now,  that  I  have  had 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  so  well,  Mt.  Argyle,  and  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  such  congenial  society" — the  eyebrows  severely  ironical. 
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then  settling  into  placidity — "  I  will  not  intrude  further,  will  no 
longer  debar  you  from  your  sports.  With  regard  to  your 
respected  father's  moyements,  I  presume  I  shall  shortly  be  hon« 
ored  with  his  commands,  as  I  am  in  daily  expectation  of  a  letter. 
We  have  all  abundant  cause  for  congratulation  in  the  prospect — 
however  uncertain — of  his  speedy  return.  With  due  humility,  I 
may  say  that  I  experience  nothing  but  agreeable  emotion  at  the 
thought  of  accounting  for,  and  resigning  the  reepoosible  steward- 
ship he  honored  me  by  commit^g  to  my  charge.  Let  him  come 
in  the  first,  or  third,  or  fourth  watch,  he  will  find  me  ready  to 
render  my  reckoning — ^hey.  Miss  Brook  7" 

Miss  Barbara's  jaws  unclosed  for  a  reply,  but  Malcolm  interposed. 

''  I  am  glad  to  find  that  you  have  added  a  knowledge  of  scrip- 
ture to  your  other  and  raried  acquirements,  since  we  parted,''  he 
said.  **  I  hope  your  studies  haye  been  attended  with  profit — a 
wish,  that,  I  am  sure,  will  be  echoed  by  the  rest  of  your  acquaint- 
ance. What  do  you  think  of  the  prospect  for  a  continuance  of 
this  fine  weather,  sir  ?  Cannot  you  be  prerailed  upon  to  grace 
our  company  for  a  little  while  longer  ?" 

"  I  must  be  going,  Mr.  Argyle,"  answered  the  agent,  with 
some  stiffness.  "  A  merry  Christmas  and  a  happy  New  Year  to 
you  all !'' 

Malcolm  attended  him  to  the  porch. 

"  May  I  burden'  you  with  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bancroft 
and  the  young  ladies  7"  he  begged,  with  the  stately  ccortesy  he 
had  preserved  throughout  the  interview.  "  I  have  but  a  couple 
of  days  to  spare  for  this  neighborhood,  or  I  might  do  myself  the 
pleasure  of  waiting  upon  them  in  person.  Qood  day,  sir.  A 
pleasant  ride  to  you  I" 

He  shut  the  door  after  him,  and  throwing  himself  upon  a  settee, 
laughed  until  the  tears  hung  upon  his  eyelashes.  Miss  Barbara 
responded  with  a  dry  chuckle,  and  Mark  and  Bessy  could  not 
resist  the  contagion. 
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"  Wish  joa  was  hsre  to  deal  with  him  always  I"  gnunbled 
Miss  Barbara.  '*  A  sneaking  hypocrite,  with  his  Bible-qnoting, 
tiirongh  his  nose  1  I'd  have  set  him  op  with  it,  if  joa  hadn't 
hare  spoken  up  so  quick." 

^*  I  set  him  down,  Aunt  Bab,  which  was  far  better,"  said  the 
jonth.  "  I  love  him  as  dearly  as  yon  do,  and  can  manage  him 
a  hundred  times  better.  Bat  we  will  not  slander  our  neighbors. 
It  is  hard  to  tear  myself  away  from  so  mnch  ofreal  home-comfort; 
yet,  if  yon- will  let  me  go  to  my  room,  I  will  get  ready  to  go  out 
for  a  yisit.  I  proDused  Mr.  Sdden  that  I  would  stay  with  him 
to-night.« 

In  gratitude  for  his  deifeat  of  her  eav&y,  Mim  Barbara 
refrained  from  offming  eomment  or  insinuation  at  this  confession, 
and  they  saw  no  more  of  him,  except  when  he  looked  in  to  loss 
Kitty  "good  by,"  and  say  "good  evening"  to  the  rest. 

The  Hales  had  one  move  gUmpse  of  him  during  his  hasty  visit. 
On  the  morning  of  his  departore,  he  reined  up  his  horse  at  their 
door,  and  expressed,  with  his  adieux,  a  friendly  wish  for  Mark's 
success  in  his  enterprise.  It  was  said  sineerely,  with  no  sugges- 
tion of  patronage  which  he  m^^ht,  some  day,  render,  and  this 
delicacy  was  appreciated  by  the  man,  whose  leathern  apron  was 
buckled  above  a  heart  as  generous,  a  soul  as  incapable  of  fiJse 
pride  or  sycophancy  as  was  his  owb. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Early  in  Mfurch|  Miss  Barbara  enlisted  Bessy  in  her  scTvioe, 
for  the  purpose  of  ''  setting  the  house  to  rights/'  preparatory  to 
the  arrival  of  its  owners.  The  long  silent  and  darkened  rooms 
were  cleaned  and  fljivig  open,  and  the  scrubbing  and  whitewash 
brashes  were  ubiquitous.  Our  New  England  housewife  went 
through  the  engagement  with  flymg  colors.  Miss  Barbara  com- 
plimented her  by  conferring  with  her  respecting  every  change  and 
movement,  and  the  not  more  decided  verbal  testimony,  that  she 
''  had  never  known  before  half  of  what  was  in  her." 

The  odd  old  maid  had  become  extremely  fond  of  her  prot^^ 
and  although  she  occupied  a  sulxmlinate  place  in  the  social 
sphere,  she  was  universally  respected,  and  her  opinion  held  in 
esteem  among  the  wealthy  &milies  around  about  Ben  Lomond. 
It  was  often  in  her  power  to  speak  a  word  for  Marie  and  his 
wife,  and  she  was  equally  careful  not  to  omit  an  opportunity  of 
doing  this,  and  to  guard  against  any  allusion  to  the  good  deed  in 
their  hearing.  Mr.  Bancroft,  on  the  other  hand,  was  lavish  of 
patronizing  promises  and  intimations  of  what  he  had  done, 
whenever  he  chanced  to  meet  his  tenant,  until  Mark  believed 
much  of  the  gratitude  he  felt  for  the  steady  supply  of  work  that 
began  to  flow  into  his  shop,  belonged,  of  right,  to  the  man  he 
was  BO  frequently  tempted  to  distrust.  Even  Bessy  was  inwardly 
dubious  occasionally,  in  consequence  of  the  circumstantial  evidence 
that  disproved  the  justice  of  her  early  impression  concerning  the 
eyebrows  and  scalp ;  but  her  cogitations  invariably  concluded 
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with  a  wise  shake  of  the  head,  Impijing  a  resolye  to  adhere  to  her 
(pinion,  and  still  suffer  Mark  to  think  as  well  as  he  could  of  one 
who  might  help  him,  and  who  could,  assuredly,  injure  him  if  he 
had  the  will.  Every  now  luid  then  a  trifle  aided  her  to  nail  fast 
this  deteruunation.  Such  was  the  fulfillment  of  her  prophecy  in 
l^e  agent's  refusal  to  fence  in  their  garden,  until  his  employer's 
retuia. 

''He  could  not  act  without  orders,"  he  represented,  "and 
strange  to  say — ^in  consequence,  doubtless,  of  the  multitude  bf 
cares  attendant  upon  his  leating  Scotland,  Mr.  Argyle  had 
omitted  to  instruct  him  on  this  point — ^when  he  had  written  so 
urgently,  with  r^ard  to  it,  too  !  It  was  too  bad — it  really  was  1 
Mr.  Argyle  was  a  yery  particular,  methodical  man,  who  examined 
into  the  minutiffi  of  his  moneyed  interests  as  closely  as  if  he 
counted  his  pounds  by  t^is,  instead  of  thousands.  But  he  will 
not  be  unreasonable,  Mr.  Hale ;  and  I  shall  take  occasion, 
when  I  state  your  case,  to  set  fwth  your  merits  as  a  tenant,  Mr. 
Hale,  and  the  mamiest  adyantage  of  retaining  you." 

Mark  yielded  the  point,  without  further  pressing,  and  went 
home,  to  adyise  with  his  wife.  The  season  was  adyandng,  and 
they  were  depending  for  their  summer,  and  part  of  their  winter 
provisions  upon  the  vegetables,  whose  seeds  were  not  yet  in  the 
ground.  By  dint  of  rigid  economy,  they  had  been  able  to  lay 
aside  a  small  sum  of  money,  with  a  prudential  eye  to  a  "  rainy 
day."  They  knew  but  too  well  the  exact  amount,  yet  it  was 
counted  over  and  over  again,  before  tiiey  decided  to  devote  it  to 
the  exigencies  of  this  juncture. 

In  compliance  with  Bessy's  sagacious  counsel,  Mark  applied  to 
Mr.  Selden — ^with  whose  reputation,  as  a  kind-hearted  gentleman. 
Miss  Barbara  had  made  them  familiar — ^to  sell  and  deliver  to  him 
a  certain  number  of  rails.  The  good-natured  planter  readily  fur 
nished  them  at  a  price  that  barely  covered  the  expense  of  hewing 
them.    Struck  with  Ihe  modest  and   manly  bearing  of   the 
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nochaniCy  he  entered  into  coayersatiQii  with  him,  and  preaentod 
to  him,  along  with  some  yaliiabie  instroctioa  as  to  Virginia  sdla 
and  their  cnltivationy  a  packa^  of  seeds — enough,  with  those 
Hiss  Barbara  had  akeady  given,  to  stock  their  garden. 
.  The  fence  arose,  as  if  by  mi^ic,  for  the  single  laborer  toiled  in 
tiie  might  of  two  willing  hearts.  It  was  a  sabstandal  indosnre, 
very  different  from  the  neat  paling  that  bounded  the  garden  ''  at 
home;"  but  Mark  and  Bessy  asked  nothing  better,  and  when,  out 
of  ^he  refuse  rails,  there  was  constructed  the  wished-for  hen-house, 
a  couple  of  fine  hens  and  a  rooster  installed  therehi^  Bessy  Mt 
that  they  were  now  really  getting  along.  It  was  an  act  of 
genuine  beneyolenee  on  Mr.  Slocum^s  part,  Mark  said  to  him, 
and  in  his  own  heart,  when  he  hailed  him  or^  the  fence,  the  very 
day  it  was  finished,  and  "reckoned"  he  would  send  "  a  team  and 
a  h^d  down  the  next  day,  to^ough  up  that  'ere  piece  of  land.'' 
The  hearty  thanks  returned  for  the  neighborly  act,  produced  in 
him  a  species  of  pleased  shamefaeedness,  that  did  not  improve  the 
natural  awkwardness  of  his  behavior  and  carriage.  With  a  grin 
that  aroused  Bessy's  keen  sense  of  the  ridiculous — grateful  as  she 
was — he  struck  his  heels^  into  the  sides  of  his  ragged  pony,  and 
passed  off  in  the  direction  of  Ben  Lomond. 

"  He  and  Mr.  Frisbie  have  a  deal  of  business  together,"  said 
Bessy.  "  Yet  I  should  never  suppose  they  would  be  intimate. 
There  is  such  a  difference  in  the  two  men  1" 

**  They  are  not  much  alike,"  repUed  Madk,  mentally  contrast- 
ing the  sharp  Scotchman  with  his  slow,  shifMess  neighbor.  "  Mr. 
Slocum  is  disposed  to  be  friendly  with  us,  I  believe,  and  in  that 
they  resemble  one  another.  If  Mr.  Frisbie  had  the  ability,  he 
would  do  us  many  a  kind  turn.  We  have  every  reason  to 
be  encouraged,  Bessy  dear.  We  are  gaining  friends,  and  are 
both  young,  and  strong,  and  healthy.  Did  you  ever  see  more 
lovely  weather  ?  Bring  that  bag  of  seeds  out  here  to  the  door, 
and  let  us  sort  them.    As  there  is  a  prospect  of  getting  out 
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grouid  readj  ioon,  wemaj  as  well  determme  wlmt  to  pknt,  and 
where.^' 

They  aai  down  ob  tiie  log  that  fanned  the  siep  to  thdr  fircmt 
door,  and  Bene  en|itied  the  bag  in  her  lap.  There  were  queer- 
looking  packages,  pinned  nnd  sewed  np  by  Miss  Barbara,  the 
peDciUed  naoMs  of  whieh  wonkl  haye  been  nnintelfigible,  had  not 
Bessy  taken  the  preeantion  to  get  a  translation  of  each,  when 
the  seeds  were  giyen.  Mr.  Sdden's  contribntioiis  were  dus- 
tinctly  labelled  by  Mark  himself.  A  mde  plan  of  the  garden 
was  drawn  npon  a  Nt  of  pape%  {y|4  imaginary  wpiares  and  rows 
of  thrifty  yegetables  grew  rapidly  to  nuBbtariCy,  as  they  talked 
oyer  the  sketch.  £yen  Kitty  had  her  offering — an  ear  of  pop* 
com,  purple  and  white,  which  ToUo  had  brought  her,  one  day 
on  his  way  to  pasture  with  the  cows.  Their  milk  now  came  from 
Mr.  Argyle's  dairy.  Mbs  Barbara  woold  haye  rejected  any  com- 
pensation for  it,  alleging  that  Bessy  had  "paid  for  it  twice 
'>yer,''  bat  Mark  was  obstinate,  and  she  consoled  herself  by  send* 
ing,  for  the  same  money,  doable  the  quantity  lliey  had  obtained 
from  ''  that  goosey  Slocom,''  as  she  termed  him. 

''  He's  a  good  enongh  cretor',"  she  said,  ''  but  he  don't  know 
and  he  can't  do  f 

Oardmal  sins  in  her  sight,  who  saw  eyery thing  that  went  on 
about  her,  and  was  always  "  np  and  d<Hng." 

It  was  a  miM  March  afternoon.  The  air  had  that  softness 
peculiar  to  southern  latitudes,  wMdi  oomes  caresangly  to  the 
brow,  and  produces  in  the  lungs  a  hizivious  delight^  as  if  one 
had  just  awak^ied  to  the  glory  and  blessedness  of  living  and 
breathing ;  the  effect  of  harmonious^  union  betweoi  the  sun  and 
air ;  such  an  atmo^here  of  warmth,  combined  with  freshness,  as 
is  neyer  known  in  colder^  bleaker  climates,  where  if  one  is 
tempted  by  the  ddusiye  q>ring  sunshine  to  throw  aade  his  cloak, 
he  refdds  it  oyer  his  breast  with  a  shiver,  as  he  turns  into  the 
shade  at  the  i^xt  comer.    Kitty  ran  races  with  her  kitten  in  tiie 
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Aeuted.  space  before  the  heme,  aad  her  merriment  was  the  only 
soand  that  stirred  the  slombering  air.  None  of  the  happy,  busy 
party  peroeired  a  movement  npon  the  hi^  road  beyond  the 
acQaoent  field,  ^and  the  ebild's  joyons  shoots  overpowered  the 
noise  of  approaching  wheels.  The  cross  road  leading  to  Ben 
Lomond  lay  directly  past  the  cottage,  and  Bessy  presently  raised 
her  head  to  behold  the  uncommon  ^ectacle  of  a  coach  and  foor^ 
driven  by  a  n^o,  in  whom  she  rec^nized  one  <^  the  Argyle 
servants.  n  '♦.";  ^.^  .  'i/^* 

"  Mark  I"  she  said,  hnniejJEj|fi*tKmnBt  be  Mr.  Argyle  and 
his  daughters.    They  are  expected  every  day." 

The  side-curtains  of  the  Chariot  were  rolled  up  to  admit  the 
bahny  air,  and  the  cottagers  had  a  view  of  the  interior.  On  the 
front  seat  was  a  gentleman,  of  exceedingly  stiff  carriage,  and 
features  somewhat  harsh  in  f<»m  and  expression.  His  hair  was 
powdered,  tied  in  a  queue  at  the  back  of  his  neck,  and  sur* 
mounted  by  a  cocked  hat.  He  rested  both  hands  on  the  top  of 
his  cane,  planted  between  his  knees,  and  faced  his  daughters, 
until  they  were  opposite  the  Hales'  door,  when  a  remark  from 
one  of  the  young  ladies  caused  him  to  turn  his  head.  The  lady 
herself  indulged  in  a  broad  stare,  and  the  superciliousness  she 
blended  with  her  curiosity  was  ezceedin^y  unbecoming  to  a  face 
already  too  haughty  in  its  beauty.  She  was  dark-haired  aad 
dark-browed,  and  sat  a  full  bead  higher  than  her  sister,  whose 
blue  eyes  and  yellow  locks  testified  to  her  Celtic  origin. 

Our  friends  arose  as  the  equipage  neared  them.  Mark  bowed 
and  Bessy  courtesied  respectfully  to  their  landlord,  who  acknow- 
ledged the  salutation  by  a  ^ht  brad  of  his  majestic  head,  with« 
out  the  least  variation  of  countenance.  The  dark  lady  tossed 
her  ringlets  up,  instead  of  down,  and  her  lip  obeyed  a  like 
iiapulse.  Her  sister  laughed — ^not  at  the  occupants  of  the  house, 
but — as  Bessy  was  convinced  by  her  eye  and  gesture — at  some* 
thing  above  and  behind  them.    And  what  should  that  be  but 
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Mark's  sign,  tokeD  of  the  lowlj  calllDg  that  mKde  them  to  be  bnt 
as  the  dust  beneath  the  feet  of  the.rk^  amtocrats  ? 

*'A  prond-looking  set  I" -she  soidy  bitterly,  when  thej  had 
passed.  ''  They  are  not  ai^amed  to  grind  the  faces  of  the  poor, 
althongh  it  wonld  demean  th^n  in  thdr  own  eyes  to  ^ak  dyiUy 
to 'us." 

''^ Bessy P  exclaimed  the  astonisfaed  husband.  ''What  are 
yon  talking  about  ?  Diseonteiited  and  envions,  my  dear  girl  I 
'This  is  not  lUce  yoal" 

She  felt  that  it  wai,  and  with  the  pas^g  of  the  angerfit, 
came  a  burst  of  contrite  tears. 

"  I  am  a  weak,  foolish  childF  she  seabed,  her  head  on  Mark'» 
shonMer.  "  But  iirdeed  it  is  not  for  myself  that  I  get  vexed.  I 
know  my  spirit  is  too  high,  my  temper  too  Quidc,  but  I  cannot 
bear  to  see  you  despised  I" 

'  He  was  reproachM  no  longer.    His  tone  was  affectionate  and 
lively. 

"  Who  despises  me  f  No  honest  man  cares  for  the  approba* 
tion  or  contempt  of  people  who  cannot  see  cause  for  respect  in 
virtuous  industry.  I  am  as  respectable  in  my  place  as  Mr. 
Argyle  is  in  his.  My  parents  were  as  honorable  in  the  sight  of 
the  Maker  of  us  ail,  as  his  were,  and  my  children  may  yet  take 
rank  with  his,  even  in  this  community.  Pooh  I  pooh  t  little  one! 
you  are  spending  fire  and  water  for  nothing.  I  venture  to  say 
we  are  happier,  day  in  and  day  out,  than  father  and  daughters  in 
their  grand  house." 

"  How  scornfully  those  girls  looked  at  your  sign  I"  said  Bessy, 
ashamed,  yet  unwOling  to  accept  his  dissipation  of  her  fancies. 

"  Did  they  ?"  Mark  glanced  over  his  shoulder  at  the  painted 
board.  "  I  see  nothing  amiss  about  it.  It  is  a  very  decent  sign, 
in  my  opinion.  Perhaps  the  fashion  of  lettering  has  changed 
since  it  was  painted.  They  are  just  from  New  York,  and  know 
all  about  these  things.    I  tdl  you  what  I  we  can't  afford  to  hide 
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the  dgn,  aod  wQnldn't,  if  we  coold,  bat  it  would  be  an  impiOYe- 
ment,  if  these  weather-beaten  logs  were  oorered.  Onr  lime  has 
all  given  oat^  and  it  would  be  Qxtrayagant  to  buy  more,  if  we  had 
money,  which  we  haTe  not.  Miss  Barbara  says  that  I  am  wel- 
come to  as  many  hop  vines  from  her  garden,  as  I  can  dig  np. 
They  grow  very  fast,  and,  to  my  mind,  there  is  no  prettier  creeper 
in  the  world.  How  would  it  look  to  have  a  r<m  of  them,  all 
along  the  front  <^  the  house  ?  The^y  and  the  mcNming-glories  wi^ 
make  a  gay  bower  for  ua  by  midsummer." 

Bessy's  lore  for  the  beautiful  was  a  passion  ^  and  Mark's  diyer- 
sion  of  her  thoughts  adroit  and  effectual.  The  various  processes 
of  gardening,  digging,  raking,  and  planting  filled  up  brain,  hands 
and  time  for  the  nezt  nA>nth.  Bessy  hardly  ever  bethought  her- 
self of  the  important  chapge  at  the  great  house,  except  when  iier 
attention  was  attracted  to  the  gay  cavalcades  of  visitors  passing 
up  and  down  the  road,  as  tlie  family  coach  whirled  by,  leaving  a 
cloud  of  dust  after  its  wheels  ;  or  Mr.  Argyle  drove  out  in  a  very 
high  gig,  drawn  by  a  horse,  almost  as  pompous  as  his  owner,  and 
followed  by  an  outrider,  the  laborious  aim  of  whose  existence  it 
was  to  uphold  his  own  and  his  master's  dignity.  Miss  Barbara, 
Bessy  rightly  guessed,  was  too  busy  to  come  down  to  the  cottage 
herself ;  but  they  had  several  kindly  messages,  and  Kitty  more 
than  one  present  from  her.  The  choicest  of  these  last  conasted 
of  some  foreign  sweetmeats  and  a  dress  of  Scotch  plaid,  which, 
although  the  recipients  did  not  suspect  it,  at  the  time,  was  clipped 
from  the  not  over  abundant  pattern  she  had  commissioned  Mr. 
Argyle  to  procure  abroad  for  herself.  Bessy  missed  the  visits  and 
the  useful  counsels  of  her  eccentric  friend  ;  but  she  said  to  her- 
self that  each  was  in  the  path  of  duty,  and  that  these  lay  too  far 
apart  for  them  to  be  as  intimate  associates  as  formerly. 

The  tallest  shoots  of  the  hop*vines  were  as  long  as  a  man's 
arm,  and  were  beginning  to  cling  emulously  to  the  strings  depend 
ing  from  the  eaves,  to  direct  and  encourage  their  upward  aspira 
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tions ;  ihe  borders  and  squares  in  the  garden  were  dotted  and 
streaked  and  carpeted  mtk  pale-green  leaves  and  blades ;  the 
twp  hens  sat,  in  solemn  persererance,  npon  a  dozen  eggs  each, 
and  the  rooster  stalked  and  crowed  in  the  conscious  pride  of  pro- 
spective paternity.  Peace  and  comfort  reigned  inrdoors  as  well. 
The  ring  of  the  haamer  upon  the  lapstono  resonnded  there,  as 
r^^olarly,  if  not  with  as  mneh  rapidity,  as  did  the  bnstling,  brazen 
tongne  of  the  clock.  Those  were  pleasant  spring  days.  The 
morning  duties  dispatched,  the  fire  was  covered  over  a  smoulder- 
ing back-log,  to  abide  its  resurrection  at  dinner-time,  and  Bessy 
sat  down  in  her  low  chair  at  her  husband's  side,  to  her  task  of 
binding  shoes.  The  clinking  hammer  was  no  hindrance  to  their 
talk,  and  the  mother's  hands  and  eyea  were  never  so  busy  that 
Kitty's  wants  and  questions  did  not  meet  a  ready  and  patient 
response. 

Unless  prevented  by  a  press  of  work,  Mark  devoted  an  hour  of 
early  morning,  and  two  of  the  aftemoon  to  the  garden  or  the 
forest.  He  was  equipped  for  an  excursion  to  the  latter,  after 
their  noon-day  dinner,  one  sultry  Saturday  afternoon,  when  the 
rumble  of  distant  thunder  drew  his  notice  to  the  rising  of  a  black 
doud  in  the  T^est  His  tender  plants  were  beginning  to  stand 
in  need  of  rain,  and  he  was  well  satisfied  to  return  his  axe  and 
fagot^trap  to  their  places,  and  watch  the  coming  shower.  The 
dark  masses  of  vapor  rolled  swiftly  onward,  and  there  were  few 
peals  and  flashes,  short  as  were  the  intervals  of  calm,  before  the 
spring  rain  swept  in  mist  and  torrents  over  field  and  wood. 
Marl^  shut  the  door  to  keep  out  the  spray,  and  was  standing  at 
the  window,  when  a  horseman  rode  up  at  half  speed,  tore  the 
saddle-bags  and  saddle  from  his  steed,  and  ran  toward  the  house. 
Mark  hastened  to  admit  him. 

"  Walk  in,  sir,"  he  said,  anxiously;  "  I  am  afraid  you  are  very 
wet." 

He  hazarded  nothing  by  the  conjecture,  for  rivulets  of  rain-water 
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urere  pouring  from  the  strangers  figure,  all  over  the  nicely-banded 
floor.  The  first  use  he  made  of  his  breath,  when  he  recovered  it, 
was  to  apologize  for  this  damage,  so  nnintentionally  committed. 

"  I  am  sorry  that  I  am  not  the  only  safferer,"  he  said,  with  a 
pleasant  smile  and  bow  to  Bessy,  that  woald  hare  consoled  her 
for  a  far  more  serions  derangement  in  her  bdasehold  economy. 

*^  That  is  of  no  consequence,  sir,''  Rejoined  Mark,  "  provided 
you  receive  no  injury  beside  the  inconvenience  you  feel  in  your 
damp  clothes.  Fortunately,  the  fire  has  not  gone  down  entirely. 
Be  seated,  if  you  please.'' 

He  stirred  the  embers,  and  threw  on  some  dry  sticks  to  raise  a 
blazse.  Bessy  slipped  into  the  rear  chamber  ;  was  gone  a  minute 
or  two,  and  returning,  said  something  aside  to  h^  husband. 

"  Let  me  beg  of  you  to  change  your  clothing,  sir,**  entreated 
Mark  ;  "  my  wife  has  laid  out  some  of  mine  in  the  other  room, 
which  you  will  oblige  me  by  accepting,  until  she  can  dry  yours  at 
the  fire." 

"  It  would  be  both  unwise  and  unkind  in  me  not  to  accept  an 
offer  so  frankly  made,"  said  the  stranger,  gratefully.  "I  have 
been  a  grievous  sufferer,  in  days  past,  from  rheumatism,  and  the 
wetting  which  would,  to  most  men  in  my  aj^arent  health,  be  a 
mere  nothing,  may  prove  a  serious  matter  to  me,  without  the  cau- 
tion you  advise." 

In  ten  minutes  after,  he  was  dtting  at  his  ease,  in  the  arm- 
chair, arra;;  3d  in  Mark's  Sunday  suit,  that  fitted  him  moderately 
well,  and  chatting  with  his  host,  while  the  careful  Bessy  hung  the 
damp  garments  over  a  couple  of  chairs,  placed  upon  the  hearth. 
The  guest  was  a  man  already  past  the  meridian  of  life,  a  circnm- 
dtance  indicated  by  his  frosted  hair,  and  Time's  unmistakable 
pencil-strokes  in  the  region  of  the  eyes  and  mouth.  He  was  still 
erect,  and,  as  he  said,  seemingly  robjist  in  health  ;  his  step  was 
firm,  his  gaze  clear  and  penetrating,  and  hjs  voice  had  a  sweetness 
and  volume,  a  rich  quality  of  tone  that  charmed  the  listener,  like 
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ibe  foil  chords  of  a  musical  instnunent.  His  maimer  was  natural 
and  ea87,  eyindi^  an  aniDentiy  social  temperament. 
.  "  I  do  not  oon^plain  of  the  rain,"  he  said,  glancing  at  the  dim 
and  streaming  window.  "  Etcq  while  exposed  to  it,  I  was^forced 
to  acknowledge  that  the  risk  of  possible  illness  to  myself  was  of 
trifling  consequence  in  comparison  with  the  benefit  others  would 
derive  firom  the  timely  shower.  I  am  enough  of  a  farmer  to 
appreciate  the  minons  conseqaences  of  a  drought  in  spring.'^ 

It  was  a  common-place  remark,  bat  it  threw  down  the  barriers 
of  reserve,  and  Mark  was  led  on  nntil  he  fonnd  himself  using  a 
freedom  of  speech  he  had  not  enjoyed  beforey  save  with  his  wife,  in 
this  land  of  strangers,  llie  eye  of  his  gnest  dwelt  cm  him  with 
more  interest  each  moment ;  he  was  evidently  surprised  at  the 
correct  language,  and  intelligent  views  expressed  by  a  man  in  so 
lowly  a  station,  and  curiosity  prompted  him  to  push  his  inquiries, 
as  far  as  delicacy  would  sanction  investigation^  into  his  previous 
history.  One  happy  discovery  facilitated  the  progress  of  their 
acquaintance.  It  was  Mark's  avowal  of  his  reli^ous  sentiments 
and  church  membership.  Hie  stranger's  &ce  kindled  with  a  glow 
of  affectionate  emotion. 

"  In  Christ  Jesus  all  are  brethren,''  he  said ;  "  I  am  more 
than  thankful  for  the  storm  that  pelted  me  to  this  shelter.  I  am 
thoroughly  familiar  with  this  section  of  our  State,  and  regard  the 
residence  of  every  evangelical  Christian  here  as  a  '  light  shining 
in  a  dark  place.'  The  people  of  this  vicinity  are  intelligent, 
refined,  and  heritable  ;  bat  there  is  a  lamentable  dearth  of 
church  privileges,  and  a  consequent  apathy — a  sort  of  fashionable 
indifference  to  religion,  that  is  more  discouraging  than  pagan 
ignorance.    You  may  do  great  good  here." 

"  The  way  may  be  opened  to  me,"  replied  Mark.  **  But  to 
speak  honestly,  if  I  had  not  been  misinformed — ^I  hope  undesign- 
edly— ^with  regard  to  the  opportunilics  for  attending  public  wor- 
ship, nothing  would  have  tempted  me  to  choose  this  spot  as  a 
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home.  It  is  so  different  in  my  native  place,  and  I  was  so  iinpre- 
pared  for  the  state  of  things  I  hare  since  found  here,  that  I  took 
too  mach  for  granted.  It  is  a  fearfhl  responsibility  for  a  man  to 
turn  his  bock  upon  the  sanctuary  and  the  means  of  grace  God 
has  appointed  and  blessed — ^particularly/  when  th^  are  those 
connected  with  him,  who  might  also  be  profited  by  t^e  ]£)rcaching 
of  the  word,  and  intercourse  with  the  Lord's  people." 

"  Yet  Providence  may  have — ^but,  why  do  I  say  ma/y  have  ? 
God  has  sent  you  hither,  for  purposes  of  his  own.  '  His  ways 
are  not  as  our  ways,'  and  He  often  makes'  life's  darkest  day  seem 
the  brightest,  when  we  look  back  over  our  lives  at  their  close. 
Some  secrets  he  leaves  for  eternity  to  explain,  and  t(^  many  he 
graciously  grants  us  the  key,  while  we  are  still  ifi  the  flesh.  Do 
you  see  this  ?" 

He  held  up  his  arm,  and  Mark  discovered  what  Bessy's  quick 
eye  had  percdved  at  his  ^trance — ^that  he  had  lost  a  hand,  its 
place  being  supplied  by  a  silver  plate. 

''  Tour  countenances  tell  me  that  you  are  shocked,  and  that 
you  pity  my  unhappy  plight,"  continued  the  visitor.  "  The  mis- 
fortune, as  it  was  then  styled,  overtook  me  when  I  was  a  boy, 
and  was  the  means,  in  the  Almighty's  wisdom,  of  altering  the 
whole  purpose  of  my  life.  It  made  me  a  student — ^the  student 
became  a  minister  of  the  everlasting  Gospel.  Dare  I  regret  it 
now  ?" 

"  You  have  learned  the  use  of  afflictions,"  said  Mark,  with 
increased  respect.  "  Many  study  theon,  perhaps  quite  as  carefully 
as  you  have  done,  without  seeing  the  end  from  the  way." 

"  Their  duty  is  none  the  less  plain  on  that  account.  It  is  to 
wait  on  the  Lord  and  be  of  good  courage,  believing  that '  He 
wiU  strengthen  their  hearts.'  Every  step  from  the  cradle  to  the 
grave  is  numbered,  and  so  is  every  affliction ;  and  had  we  no 
other  support,  when  trouble  is  sent  upon  us,  there  is  some  com* 
fort  in  reflecting  that  when  we  have  STtfiered  one,  there  are  fewer 
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to  suffer.  Here,  on  earth,  we  need  leading  about  and  instmct- 
ing,  and  we  are  Buch  dunces  that,  many  times,  we  refuse  to 
receive  instrnctioUy  except  by  painful  discipline.  The  rain  is 
over,  and  I  promised  to  meet  some  fne;ids  at  dinner-time.  Mj 
dothing  is  (kj,  I  think,  madam — thanks  to  your  goodness  I 

"  I  wish  I  could  say  how  much  obliged  I  am  to  you  both/'  he 
said,  when  he  wa3  r^ady  to  go. 

"  Saji  nothing  on  that  score,  or,"  interrupted  Mark.  "  The 
pleasure  and  advantage  have  been  on  our  side.  May  I  make  so 
tree  as  to  ask  a  favot  of  you,  before  yon  leave  us  V 

"  Assuredly  I"  with  an  expression  that  showed  he  anticipated 
and  app]:oved  its  nature. 

"  It  has  been  a  weary  time  smce  our  home  was  honored  by  the 
presence  of  a  minister,  sir.  Will  you  pray  with  us,  that  the 
blessing  of  Ood  may  follow  this  visit  P^ 

The  modest  graoe  and  fervor  of  the  request  went  to  the  heart 
of  the  guest.  Without  further  reply  than  was  given  hy  ^ 
kindling  eye,  he  took  the  Bible  Mark  presented,  and  read  the 
psahn,  from  which  he  had  quoted : 

"  The  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  salvation,  whom  shall  I  fear  ? 
The  Lord  is  tiie  strength  of  my  life,  of  whom  shall  I  be  afraid  f " 

The  opening  sentence  of  his  prayer  was  the  key*note  to  the  rest, 
and  Mark  could  have  believed  it  tLe  utterance  oi  an  angel,  who 
had  lingered  near,  during  the  preceding  conversation  :  "  We  bless 
thee,  0  Father,  that  none  of  thy  children  need  ever  faint  in  heart, 
for*  who  of  us  has  not  seen  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  in  the  land 
of  the  living  ?" 

There  were  tears  on  Bessy's  cheek,  when  she  arose  from  her 
knees,  and  Mark's  spirit  bounded  in  the  hope  that  the  desured 
blessing  might  be  already  near  at  hand  A  holy  calm  abode  in 
the  twilight  of  that  Saturday  evening,  kept  by  them,  with  the 
strictness  of  puritanical  usage.  And,  in  conformity  ynti,  the 
general  tendency  of  blessmgs  to  gather  into  groups,  there  came, 
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at  bed-time,  a  meesenger  firom  "Mm  Bai^ara,  with  a  note.  It  was 
scrawled  in  haste,  and  original  in  spelling  and  punctuation  ;  but 
Mark  made  out  that  aereral  ministers  bad  stopped  over  Sabbath, 
at  Ben  Lomond,  and  that  there  would  be  two  sermons  at  Deep 
Run  the  nesct  daj  j  fhrthermore,  that  Miss  Barbara  wonld  call 
for  them — "  cund  JSSitf^'  was  underscored — on  her  waj  to  church. 

They  were  ready  in  the  morning  long  before  she  came  by.  The 
Ben  Lomond  coach  had  gone  on  to  church,  and  four  or  ftre  gen- 
tlemen on  horseback  ;  among  them,  their  late  yisitor,  who  bowed 
and  waved  his  hand  in  passing.  Then,  the  rumbling  of  other 
wheels  reviyed  Kitty's  fiagghig  spirits.  There  was  no  mistake 
this  time.  Miss  Barbara's  Tehide  was  a  blue-bodied,  springless 
wagoq,  without  a  top  ;  her  coursers  were  four  stout  mules, 
employed  on  week-days  in  the  drudgery  of  the  plantation.  -The 
bottom  of  the  wagon  was  lined  with  straw,  and  split-bottomed 
chairs  were  prepared  for  her  companions — ^a  low  one  for  Kitty 
amongst  them. 

"  All  right  I"  said  the  housekeeper,  squaring  herself  to  sustain 
the  expected  joltings.  "  Drive  on,  Reuben  I  and  don't  shake  all 
the  life  out  of  us — ^you  hear  I  We'd  as  lief  hear  one  more  Gospel 
sermon,  as  noL" 

Deep  Run  was  but  two  and  a  half  miles  distant,  and  this  space 
was  accomplished  with  shaking  frames  and  chattering  teeth,  but 
whole  bones.  Postboys  had  been  sent  in  rarious  du^ctions,  the 
afternoon  before,  to  apprise  the  neighbors  of  the  intended  services, 
and  the  news  had  travelled,  by  its  own  weight,  as  it  were,  from 
one  plantation  to  another.  Of  this  the  Hales  were  ignorant,  and 
the  large  gathering  in  and  around  the  church  was  an  incompre- 
hensible enigma  to  them.  Miss  Barbara  and  Bessy  had  difficulty 
in  securing  seats  within  the  building,  and  Mark  stood  the  whole 
while.  His  situation  afforded  him  a  view  of  the  congregation, 
which  he  would  not  have  exchanged  for  the  most  comfortable 
bench  there. 
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It  WM  a  motley  gathering  as  to  sez,  age  and  condition.  Hig 
mental  description  of  his  emotions  at  the  cqatemplation,  was  in 
the  words  of  the  Book'  in  which  he  was  best  read  : 

"  The  rich  and  the  poor  meet  together.  The  Lord  is  the  maker  of  them 
aU." 

'*  I'had  gone  with  the  muliitnde,  I  went  with  them  to  the  house  of  God, 
with  the  Toice  of  joy  and  ptaise ;  with  a  mnltitade  that  kept  holy  day.** 

.The  polpit,  a  narrow  box,  without  drapery  or  cushion,  was, 
according  to  the  laws  then  goyeming  church  architectore,  eleyated 
above  the  heads  of  the  audience,  and  resembled  an  honorable 
pillcMy.  It  was  empty,  and  oar  hero  soon  identified  the  mitiisters 
in  half  a  dossen  gentlemen,  sitting  on  a  form,  to  the  left  of  the 
qninTiting  rostrum. 

They  were  men  who  bore  the  title  of  "  Reyerend,''  like  those 
wha  had  won  it  hardly,  and  carried  with  it  a  load  of  responsi- 
bility, that,  but  for  help  from  a  higher  Power,  would  have  crushed 
body  and  souL  There  were  giants  in  those  days  ;  instruments, 
welded  and  tempered  for  the  age  ;  Jehus,  who  drove  furiously 
over  the  corpses  of  superstition,  and  the  brutal  opposition  of  igno- 
rant depravity  ;  Isaiahs,  mighty  in  the  Lord,  who  reasoned  and 
menaced  and  prophesied  in  his  name  ;  Jeremiahs,  who  mourned 
from  the  wrung  depths  of  brothers'  hearts,  because  "  the  hurt  of 
the  daught^  of  their  people  was  not  healed  f  Johns,  austere  in 
life  and  demeanor  ;  indifferent  whether  they  strode  upon  flowers 
or  thorns,  if  only  they  might  make  His  paths  straight ;  and 
Pauls,  calm  of  front  and  courteous  in  bearing,  yet  ready,  with 
the  double-edged  Damascus  blade  of  logic  and  eloquence,  to 
combat  the  sophistry  of  the  schools,  and  penetrate  the  thick 
bosses  of  hardened  unbelief.  They  were  not  roie-water  philan- 
thropists ;  not  bombastic  praters  about  the  Real,  the  Mystic,  the 
Esthetic  ;  not  popular  caterers  to  the  morbid  taste  for  the  novel 
the  doubtful,  Ihe  fantastic.    Instead  of  eulogizing  Earnes^noss, 
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they  lived  and  died  heroeB,  each  with  his  tamess  on  ;  instead  of, 
in  words,  deifying  humanity,  their  deeds  proved  how  sublime  a 
thing  it  could  be  made,  when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  made  ita 
dwelling-place  in  the  creatures  formed  after  His  image.  * 

"  The  prophets — do  they  live  for  ever  f  and  the  fathers — where 
are  they  V  Gone  with  the  generation  that  entertained  them  un- 
awares, or  with  a  feeble  glimmering  of  their  character  and  aims. 
They  rest  from  their  labors — and  their  works  I  who  can  deny  that 
they  follow  them  7  Is  not  their  imperishable  record  to  be  read  in 
the  hill-side  and  grove  churches;  the  stately  spires  of  the  fair 
land  they  loved  with  true  patriots'  pride  7  the  voice  of  prayer  and 
praise  from  thousands  of  family  altars,  whose  foundations  they 
laid ;  the  noble  band  of  working  Christians,  to  whom  they 
bequeathed  the  legacy  of  pastoral  instruction  and  fatherly' 
blessings  7 

Mark  had  been  accustomed  to  witness  and  practise  the  utmost 
gravity  and  decorum  in  the  sanctuary,  and  the  buzzing,  heaving 
crowd  that  now  thronged  the  edifice,  was,  to  him,  shocking  in  its 
novelty. 

"  Will  they  ever  remember  in  whose  presence  they  are  7"  ho 
wondered,  in  grief  and  annoyance. 

From  among  the  band  of  ministers  was  uplifted  a  voice  so 
sweet,  so  powerful,  that  every  ear  lent  instant  attention.  The 
words  were  known  to  Maifk,  and,  as  was  presently  apparent,  to 
many  others  also  : 

"  There  is  a  fountain  filled  with  blood, 
Drawn  from  Immanuers  veins  ; 
And  sinners,  plunged  beneath  that  flood, 
Lose  all  their  guilty  stains. 

**  The  dying  thief  rejoiced  to  see 
That  fountain,  in  his  day ; 
And  there  may  I,  *though  rile  as  he, 
Wash  all  my  sins  away. 
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**  Dear,  dying  Lamb !  thj  precious  blood 
SbaU  never  lose  its  power, 
Tin  all  tbe  ransomed  church  of  Ood 
Be  saved,  to  sin  no  more; 

**  Ere  since  by  Faithi  I  saw  the  stream 
Thy  flowing  woonds  s«pp1y, 
Bodeeming  I^ore  haa  been  my  theme^ 
And  shaa  be— 'Uil  I  die. 

*'  Then,  in  a  nobler,  sweeter  song, 
ni  sing  Thy  power  to  save, 
When  this  poor,  lisping,  stamm'riDg  tongue 
liM  silent  in  the  grave.*' 

The  meLoAj,  wild  and  plaintiTe,  was  raised  by  hnndredB  of 
▼oices ;  the  negroes,  who  sunroimded  the  building,  and  packed 
doors  and  windows/  joining  in,  with  the  n%ht'of  their  strong 
longs ;  yet,  andible  above  all,  strengthening  and  directing  the 
rolling  Tolome  of  song  without  one  strained  or  ftlse  note,  was  that 
wonderful  Toice. 

The  music  had  calmed  and  hannoniaed  the  incongruous  crowd, 
and  three  ministers  ascended  the  pulpit  stairs.  The  preliminary 
exercises  were  conducted  by  strangers ;  the  preacher  was  the 
chorister,  who  had  led  the  hymn,  and  likewise  the  Hales'  provi- 
dential acquaintance. 

'*  Ye  will  not  come  unto  me  that  ye  might  have  life,''  pro- 
nounced in  his  sonorous,  musical  accents,  with  a  mournful  em- 
phasis, fixed  the  interest  of  his  auditors,  and  he  did  not  lose  it  to 
the  end  of  his  discourse.  To  the  furthest  verge  of  the  assemblage, 
in-doors  and  out,  rang  tones  like  a  sQver  trumpet,  stirring  all 
pulses  and  quickening  many  hearts.  Persuasive,  urgent,  alarming, 
always  earnest — ^he  set  forth  the  oft-told,  ever-new  story  of 
redemption  ;  threw  wide  the  doors  of  mercy,  and  pointing  altei 
nately  to  Calvary  and  to  Sinai,  implored  and  warned  his  boarerH 
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to  enter.  It  was  a  sermon  long  remembered  in  the  commonitj ; 
the  precioos  date  to  some,  of  the  beginning  of  the  better  life. 

There  was  a  recess,  and  a  second  sermon,  sound  and  able,  bat 
less  impressive  than  that  of  the  forenoon,  concluded  the  day's 
exercises. 

"  That  last  preacher  is  a  Doctor  of  Divinity,''  remarked  Miss 
Barbara,  as  she  climbed  into  her  wagon.'  "  He's  a  mighty  smart 
man,  they  say — one  of  the  pQIars  of  the  chnrch  ;  bat  for  my  part, 
I  would  not  give  Mr.  Laidley  for  two  of  him.  Hdt  the  people's 
man,  and  a  blesseder  never  lived  on  this  sinful  earth.*^ 

"  A  poor  conclusion.  Miss  Barbara  I"  said  a  voice  behind  her, 
that  made  her  start.  "  Do  not  be  dduding  my  friends — who,  I 
am  pleased  to  see  are  yours  also, — ^with  such  heretical  ideas.  I 
stepped  up  to  bid  you  '  farewell,' "  continued  Mr.  Laidley  to  the 
Hales,  who  were  still  standing  upon  the  ground. 

''  Let  me  thank  you  for  your  sermon,  sir,"  said  Mark.  *'I 
shall  never  forget  it." 

''You  will  have  something  to  remember  me  by,  then.  It  is 
well,  for  I  am  loath  to  think  of  my  passing  entirely  from  your 
minds.  We  may  never  meet  again  this  side  of  our  evierlasting 
home.  I  hope  to  see  and  know  yon  there.  The  Lord  bless  and 
keep  you  and  yours  I" 

He  shook  hands  with  both  ;  raised  Kitty  for  a  kiss,  and  they 
parted — to  meet  again  ? — and  where  ? 
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CHAPTER  TI. 

With  the  mareh  of  summery  the  son  of  prosperity  beamed  con- 
Btantly  upon  oor  emigrants.  The  simile  of  the  bee>hiYe,  whra 
applied  to  their  habitation,  was  more  pertinent  than  eyer.  The 
h(meiy,  cheerfol  creqieTs  screened  the  sides  of  the  house  and  par- 
tiftUj  thatched  the  roof ;  while  within,  the  life  of  busy  sednsion 
went  on  patiently  and  l^ightly.  Ben  Lomond  was  allTe  with 
cunq)any  all  the  season  ;  but  the  foaming  cataract  of  gaiety  cast 
scarcely  a  drop  into  the  limpid  spring  of  domestic  peace.  Bnn- 
yun's  sh^herd-boy  wore  not  more  of  the  "  herb  called  Hearts-ease 
in  his  bosom/'  than  did  the  artisan  and  his  fiaithfnl  wife.  The 
tag  of  life's  battle  was  OTer,  they  yentnred  to  believe,  and,  so  far 
as  mortal  yision  could  fierce  the  eiondy  Fntnre,  eTftj^^hing 
promised  well  for  the  f olfillment  of  their  h<^[)eB.  "^ 

In  Joly  there  were  renewed  rqjdcings  in  the  Argyle  connection 
over  the  return  of  the  collegian  son.  He,  like  his  sisters,  was  a 
great  deal  from  home.  Twice  a  day  the  Hales  saw  him  gallop 
al<mg  the  lane,  on  his  fiery  young  horse — rumor  said,  bound  to 
and  from  Mr.  Selden's,  for  his  attachment  to  that  gentleman's 
eldest  daughter  was  talked  of  seriously,  as  each  neaied  the  age 
of  discreticm.  Kitty  learned  to  know  his  swift  tramp,  and 
would  dart  to  the  door  to  drop  her  i«etty  courtesy,  in  response  to 
the  bow  and  hafl,  that  neyer  Med  her.  Two  or  three  times  he 
checked  his  speed  at  the  fence  which  now  shut  in  the  front  yard, 
and  chatted  with^Mark  about  his  garden  and  his  prospects  ;  his 
mien  and  language  bespeaking  him  the  thorough  gentleman, 
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who  feared  no  contamination  from  intercoarse  with  an  honest 
man,  however  despised  his  calling  might  be  in  the  public  esteem 

"  He  has  none  of  the  family  pride  about  Mm/'  said  Bessy,  one 
day,  as  he  cantered  away,  after  one  of  these  calls. 

*^  None  of  the  family  hanghtiuess,  you  mean,"  answered  Mark. 
"  I  am  mistaken  if  he  has  not  more  pride  and  strength  of  will 
than  any  of  the  rest ;  and  he  wonld  show  it  out,  if  he  were 
placed  in  circomstances  that  tried  him.  He  is  a  noble  boy  I 
What  a  pity  he  should  be  spoiled  by  the  world  1" 

"Why  must  he?" 

"  It  is  not  certain,  but  there  is  a  reasonable  probabiUty  that 
he  will  be.  He  is  hemmed  in  by  temptations,  from  which  a  poor 
man's  son  wonld  be  saved  by  his  poverty.  Do  you  not  see  and 
hear  how  he  is  courted  and  flattered  by  high  and  low?'' 

"  He  deserves  it,  I  am  sore." 

"  I  don't  deny  that,  either.  He  is  rich,  handsome,  spirited, 
clever-— everything  that  goes  to  make  up  a  dedrable  companion 
over  the  bottle  and  in  the  ball^^oom.  I  wish  that  he  remembered 
his  mother.    It  might  be  a  safe-guard." 

"  He  does.    He  was  six  years  old  when  she  died." 

^*  Pictures  of  persons  and  things  seen  at  that  age,  wonld  be 
very  indistinct  by  the  time  ten  years  had  passed,  unless  great 
pains  were  taken  to  keep  them  before  the  child's  mind.  If  it 
were  not  that  Mr.  Argyle  has  heard  frequent  descriptions  of  his 
mother's  appearance  and  sayings,  I  question  whether  the  fact 
of  his  ever  having  known  her  would  not  seem  like  a  dream  to  him." 

"  How  you  talk,  Mark  I  There  is  Elitty,  who  was  four  years 
old  last  week.  Do  you  suppose,  if  I  were  taken  away,  she  would 
not  recollect  me  when  she  is  grown  up  ?" 

**  I  will  suppose  nothing  upon  such  an  unlikely  '  if,'"  answered 
Mark,  playfully.  "  Ton  are  to  live  to  dandle  your  grandchildren, 
and  sit  in  the  chimney  comer  with  your  pipe  in  your  mouth,  as 
Miss  Barbara  does,  much  as  you  dislike  tobacco  now  I" 
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Eittj^  and  her  kitten  took  a-  stroll  by  themselTes  that  afternoon 
op  to  the  bend  in  the  joad;  beyond  which  they  were  forbidden 
ever  to  go,  withontthe-protection^of  some  -penon  older  than  her- 
self. At  the  extreme  lunit  of  her  promenade,  the  child  sat  down 
xmder  a  chinqnapin  bosh,  fall  of  green  burs  that  would  be 
brown  in  the  antnmn,  and  etrained  her  eyes  longingly  toward  the 
distant  gate  of  Ben  Lomond.  A  day  with  "  Annt  Barbara  "  was 
a  .more  common  loxnry  to  her  than  to  her  parents ;  but  these 
pleasores  were  ^rery  &r  apart,  indeed,  to  Her  imagination.  She 
deariy  Ibyed  their  benefiEtctress-^fKH*  sadi  she  was,  to  the  extreme 
of  her  ability — and  cdie  was,  child4ike,  fond  of  variety,  even  in  her 
happy  fife.  The>beaiitifal  dresses'  and  flashing  jewels,  the  flowers, 
feathers  and  ftirbelow^  of  the  Misses  Argyle  and  their  associates, 
as  they  flitted  through  the  porches  and  halls,  and  occasionally 
paused  in  the  housekeeper's  room,  ta  consult  or  interrogate  that 
functionary,  were  like  glimpses  of  Fairyknd  to  Kitty.  They  paid 
no  heed  to  her,  alter  they  had  once  inquired  of  Miss  Barbara  who 
she  was,  and  she  had  come  not  to  expect  Hieir  notice. 

Old  Mr.  Argyle  was  there  several  times  each  day;  cross  and 
fidgety,  she  conddered  him,  and  always  crept  into  Miss  Bar- 
bara's bedchamber  when  she  heard  his  step  and  cane  approaching. 
She  betook  herself  to  no  such  retreat  when  Malcolm's  free  tread 
and  cheery  whistle  drew  near.  He,  too,  sought  "Aunt  Bab/'  in 
every  strait,  but  it  was  as  a  friend  and  foster-mother.  ^  Did  he 
have  one  of  his  bad  headaches — >he  lay  down  upon  her  settee  ; 
his  head  in  her  lap,  and  Kitty  was  permitted  to  hold  the  smelling- 
bottle,  or  the  saucer  of  vinegar  and  water  to  wet  the  brown  paper 
bound  about  his  forehead.  ''Aunt  Bab"  always  knew  where  to 
find  the  missing  whip  or  powder^ask  ;  her  needle  was  always  at 
hand  to  replace  a  lost  button,  or  to  take  the  timely  stitch  that 
saves  nine.  And  for  recreation,  there  was  the  exhaustless  fun  of 
teazing  his  attached  nurse,  who  scolded  while  she  petted,  and  a 
lively  romp  with  his  little  favorite.    He  never  overlooked  her,  or 
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forgot  to  speak  to  her ;  and  baby  38  die  vas,  she  regarded  him 
with  an  ardent  and  admiring  devotion^  whose  depth  even  her 
mother  did  not  &thom,  although  thje  child's  prattle  was  con- 
tinoally  of ''  Mr.  Malcolm/'  and  the  kind  and  fmmy  things  he  did 
and  said.'  Bvains  as  immature  as  hen  are  ci^Ue  of  deriaing 
schemes,  and  of  conCealiiig  them.  Bessy  had  not  a  soqiieioa  why 
Sotty's  afternoon  ramble  was  so  often  "  up  the  road-*jast  to  the 
turning — ^please,  mamma  I" 

Still  more  would  the  mother  have  been  pueded  by  the  eager 
glances,  cast  in  the  direction  of  the  cottag^i  as  the  reddening  sky 
and  stretching  shadows  announced  the  nsnal  hour  of  Malcolm's 
return.  The  black  eyes  were  larger  and  more  wistftil,  each 
moment,  and,  seen  under  the  green  leaves,  might  have  been  bbjs- 
taken  for  those  of  a  starred  fawn,  crouching  to  escape  her  pur- 
suers. 

He  was  very  late  I  Mamma  would  be  waiting  supper  for  her, 
and  papa  maybe  come  to  look  for  her,  aad  then  she  should  not 
see  him  at  all  tOHoight  1  and  her  Up  trembled  at  the  thought.  A 
cloud  of  dust  in  the  distance  drew  her  once  fh)m  her  covert.  Her 
heart  beat  fast  and  loud,  and  her  tiny  hands  dasped  each  other 
nervously.  But  it  was  only  'Polio,  driving  his  cows  home,  widi 
a  great  ado  of  yelping  from  himself,  and  barking  from  his  dog. 
She  was  so  glad  he  did  not  have  to  pass  this  way  I  Her  throat 
ached  so  badly  that  she  would  be  sure  to  cry  if  she  tried  to  speak. 
It  was  amusing,  yet  pitiful,  to  see  the  disappointment  in  the  little 
creature's  face,  as  she  sunk  again  to  her  seat  m  the  long  grass, 
and  laid  her  head  on  her  knees.  Hark  !  that  was  certainly  the 
tramp  of  a  horse's  feet  on  the  gravelly  road,  and  nobody  else 
rode  so  fasti  He  was  coming  I  She  must  stand  up,  or  he 
might  not  see  her.  She  did  not  aspire  to  speaking  with  him. 
Her  modest  ambition  was  to  catch  his  eye  and  a  smile — ^perhaps 
a  "  Good  evening,  Kitty  !"  if  he  were  not  in  too  much  of  a  hurry. 

The  unconscious  object  of  all  this  innocent  idolatry  ;  the  sub 
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ject  of  these  goileleai  maaoeayree,  rode  right  onward  and  toward 
his  worshipper.  Kitty's  taste  .was  not  to  be  caiilkd  at.  Many 
a  maiden,  whose  age  qnadrapled  hen»  would  have  sat  as  willingly 
and  longQK  by  the  roadside,  for  the  were  chanoe  of  getting  a  look 
or  a  word  from  h&n.  Hiff  £ur  hair  waa  blown  back  by  his  rapid 
motion  through  the  eTening  ak  |  hie  cheeks  glowing,  and  his  lips 
parted^in  a  smile,,  that  told  of  iBestfol  enjoyment  in  his  ghxrions 
present,  and  all  a  yon^'s  sanguine  reaehipgs  toward  brighter 
days  beyond.  His  dark^Uoe  eyes  looked,  straight  ahead,  and 
their  level  rays  were  so  far  above  Kitty's  stature,  that  she  invo- 
lontarily  advanced  a  pace  into  the  road.  The  mettled  steed 
^rang  madly  aside,  and  the  ongoarded  rider  was  horled  to  the 
grOond.  With  a  frightened  neigh,  the  horse  sped  back  over  the 
rohte  he  had  come,  leaving  the  harmless  caose  of  his  panic  alone 
with  his  master.  . 

Mark  was  bn^y  in  the  garden  as  the  animal  dashed  past,  and 
dropping  his  hoe,  and  calling  to  his  wife  to  follow  him,  he  r^iph 
search  of  the  unfortunate  boy.  He  was  stretched  senseless  iq)on 
the  stony  soil,  and  from  hia  temple,  a  stream  of  blood  welled 
slowly  through  Kitty's  fingers,  which  w^re  pressed  passionatdy 
upon  the  wound.  With  the  utmost  care,  and  with  difficulty,  the 
husband  and  wife  bore  the  lifeless  form  to  their  cottage.  Idark 
got  him  upon  the  bed,  and,  after  instructing  Bessy  to  staunch 
the  blood,  and  use  what  restoratives  they  had  in  the  house,  he  set 
off  to  give  the  alarm  at  Ben  Lomond. 

Miss  Barbara  was  the  earliest  of  Malcolm's  household  on  the 
spot.  She  wasted  no  time  in  lamentations,  but,  aided  by  Bessy, 
went  diligently  about  the  fearfully  uncertain  task  of  recalling  life 
to  a  form  it  seemed  to  have  deserted  for  ever.  A  gasp,  changing 
to  a  groan,  broke  from  the  wounded  lad,  as  his  father  entered  the 
room.  The  haughty  man  stood  aghast  at  the  unearthly  sound,  and 
endeavored  vainly  to  qpeak. 

"  He  is  reviving,  sir,"  said  Mark,  answering  the  agonized  look 
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-  that  appealed  to  him.  '^  He  has  not  mored  or  spoken,  until  this 
instant.    I  hope  that  his  injnvy  is  leas  seriona  than  we  feared.'' 

"  Where  is  he  f  how  is  he  V*  cried  Miss  Ar^ie,  rushing  into 
the  room.  *^  Qood  Hearens  1  is  he  kdled  7"  she  sereamed,  a&  she 
beheld  the  pale  and  bloedy  lineameBta  of  her  brother. 

"  Baek  I''  Miss  Bartera  pnshod  her  awa^  from  tha  bed. 
"  He  is  not  dead,  bat  he  will  be»  soon,  if  yon  keep  up  that  racket 
Th^e  are  enough  of  yo«  in  here  to  smother  him.  Mr.  Hale,  take 
her  into  the  other  room,  and  eyeiyfoody  else,  excqit  jonr  wife  ; 
she's  of  some  nse." 

**  I  think  we  had  better  go,  indeed,  sir,"  said  Mark,  yerj 
respectfully,  to  Mr.  Argyle.  "  The  place  is  small,  and  we  crowd 
it ;  he  needs  all  the  air  he' can  get,  and  Miss  Brook  will  attend 
*to  ererjTthing  that  can  be  done,  until  the  doctor  comes." 

The  father  assented  by  a  nod,  and  turned  to  go  ;  but  another 
hollow  groan  sent  a  shudder  through  his  frame,  and  he  staggered. 
Mark  caught  him — almost  carried  him  into  the  outer  apartment 
and  placed  him  in  a  chair.  A  glass  of  water  dispelled  the  faint- 
ness,  but  he  was  completely  nnnerred.  He  grasped  the  toil- 
hardened  hand  of  the  man  whose  shoulder  supported  him,  and 
burst  into  tears.  Mark's  own  heart  was  ready  to  break.  He 
could  only  return  the  pressure,  and  stood,  looking  down  upon  the 
afflicted  parent,  with  an  expression  of  sincere  and  tender  sympa- 
thy. Eleanor  wandered  about  the  room,  weeping  and  wringing 
her  hands,  watching  at  window  and  door,  and  wishing  aloud  that 
the  doctor  would  come.  He  arriyed  sooner  than  they  had  any 
reason  to  expect  him  ;  one  of  the  dozen  messengers  dispatched  in 
search  of  him,  haying  oyertaken  him  but  two  miles  away. 

His  report  did  not  quiet  the  terrible  suspense  that  oppressed 
the  waiting  hearts,  hanging  upon  his  yerdict.  It  was  impossible, 
at  present,  to  ascertain  the  nature  and  extent  of  his  injurieo,  he 
said,  guardedly.  Miss  Brook  and  himself  would  watch  with 
him,  during  the  night,  and  no  one  els(}fnnst  enter  the  room 
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"  You^d  better  go  home  P  said  Miss  Barbara  to  ESeanor. 

Bessy  waa  griered  and  Borprised  at  ber  sharp  tone.  It  was 
cmel  to  scold  the  poor  sister,  in  the  height  of  her  distress. 

"It  is  a  pity  to  send  her  away  *  she  whispered. 

She  might  as  well  hare  held  her  peace. 

"  You  ire  of  no  earthly  account  here,^  continiied  the  inexo- 
rftble  hoQsekeqscr.  "If  yon  want'  to*  help,  send  Barah  to  me. 
There  are  fifty  things  i^e  most  look  after."  In  a  gentler 
manner,  she  addressed  Mr.  Argyle.  ''There's  no  danger  jnst 
now,  sir,  and  I  will  let  yon  know  if  there's  the  least  -change  in 
the  night.  Better  go  home  and  rest,  if  yoo'  can.  There  is  no 
accommodations  here  for  yoa,  yon  see,  and  if  there  was,  you 
couldn't  do  any  good  by  staying.  There's  the  carriage  now,  flir. 
Keep  up  a  brave  heart.  The  Lord  may  bring  him  through,  safe 
and  sound,  yet." 

Mr.  Argyle  submitted  with  snrpiifflng  meekness,  and  Eleanor, 
too,  obeyed  the  order  so  peremptorily  deKyered.  •  They  felt, 
instinctively,  that  the  authority  waa  not  to  be  disputed,  and 
anxiety,  for  the  lame,  swallowed  up  pride. 

"  Barbara,"  said  the  shaking  voice  of  the  old  man,  firom  the 
carriage. 

"  All  right,  sir  I    Here  I  am." 

"  Take  care  of  my  boy — ^for — his — ^mother's — sake  I" 

",Never  fear,  sir  1  He's  my  chfld,  too  I"  with  an  answering 
tremor  in  the  words. 

Not  unlQ  they  had  driven  away,  and  Dr.  Chase  was  closeted 
with  Miss  Barbara  in  the  sick-chamber,  did  Bessy  have  oppor- 
tunity to  see  after  her  child.  She  had  been  overlooked  in  the 
universal  excitement,  and  the  mother's  search  for  her  in  the  lower 
rooms  and  the  loft,  whither  she  fancied  she  might  have  crept,  was 
fruitless.  Mark  had  gone  to  Ben  Lomond  on  an  errand  for  Miss 
Barbara,  and  Bessy,  now  really  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  her 
darling,  must  yet  be  noiseless  in  her  quest.    It  was  starlight ; 


So 
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but  she  groped,  rather  than  saw  her  way,  in  the  dense  shade  of 
trees,  calling  softly  for  the  lost  <me,  when  at  a  little  distance  flrom 
the  house.  A  mew  and  a  pnrr  saluted  her  as  she  stole  bj  the 
back  door,  leading  ^m  Malcolm's  chamber,  and  she  perceired 
some  object  lying  near  the  ^pi.  A  touch  informed  her  that  it 
was  what  she  sought.  The  child  was  extended  on  the  ground, 
face  downward,  and  so  still,  that  but  for  the*  signal  of  her  dumb 
Mend,  the  mother's  sdicitooB  eyes  would  not  hare  discoyered  her. 
She  struggled  feebly,  as  she  was  tak^i  up,  bat  a  word  of  caution 
stilled  her^ 

Bessy  carried  her  into  the  kitchen,  aanA  set  her  upon  her  lap. 
The  light  revealed  the  rounded  contoor  of  a  child's  fiuce,  with  the 
anguish  of  womanhood  fixed  in  each  feature.  The  contracted 
forehead,  the  wild  eye  and  drawn  month  were  terrible  for  the 
mother  to  look  upon.  Her  fond  kiss  could  not  alter  their  expres- 
sion, or  elicit  a  word  of  respcmse  to  her  inquiries.  The  small 
hands  were  streaked  with  dark-red  stains  and  soiled  with  mould,< 
and  her  dress  b<Nre  similar  marks  of  her  late  adventure.  Bessy's 
instinct  of  neatness  was  never  dormant.  Fetching  a  basin  of 
water,  she  washed  o£f  the  dirt,  and  brushed  out  the  matted  curls, 
talking  all  the  while  in  soft,  soothing  tones. 

"  There  is  nothing  to  frighten  my  little  girl  now.  Poor  Mr. 
Malcolm  hafl  gone  to  sleep,  and  will  be  better  to-morrow,  we 
hope.  Mamma  will  give  Kitty  some  supper,  and  presently,  papa 
will  bring  a  bed  from  Mr.  Argyle's  for  us  to  sleep  on  in  here. 
We  .cannot  go  into  our  chamber  to-night,  for  the  <^tor  says 
everything   most   be  very  quiet,  or   Mr.  Malcolm   may  get 


worse." 


Kitty  appeared  to  drink  in  every  syllable;  but  her  eye  wan- 
dered constantly  to  the  closed  door  of  the  other  room,  and  her 
sUence  awoke  her  mother's  most  fearful  apprehensions.  Had  the 
shock  struck  her  dumb— or  worse — deprived  her  of  reason  ?  She 
caught  her  to  her  heart  convulsively,  at  the  suggestion ;  then  put 
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her  down,  and  nnlatchiiig  the  middle  door,  beckoned  hastOj  to 
the  doctor.  He  obeyed  on  the  instant;  bnt  looked  fvetted  when 
he  saw  that  the  kitchen.had  bnt  two  occnpanta. 

*'  What  ?"  asked  he,  abmptij;  '^  I  can't  stay  a  nunnte  I'' 

Mastering  herself  as  well  «i  she  cook!/  Bessy  represented  the 
case  according  to  her  comprehenBion  of  it. 

"  Hnmph  1  she's  either  firightened  or  solky ;  or,  more  likely 
than  eitner,  pretending  to  be  nnaUe  to  egetlk/'  he  said,  drawing 
Kifty  to  hkn.  ''What  uls  yon,  young  one?  I  reckon  yonr 
mother  conld  find  a  way  to  make  yon  speak,  if  she  chose. 
Yon're  heard  of  snch  things  as  switches — ^haven't  yon  I" 

"  Don't  be  cross  with  her.  She  is  not  nsed  to  it  I"  interposed 
Bessy,  reddening  with  suppressed  anger  at  this  rough  treatment* 
"  She  is  frightened  ahnost  to  death  now." 

"  Yeiy  well  I  If  yon  can  manage  the  case  better  than  I  can, 
yon  do  not  need  me  any  longer,"  returned  Dr.  Chase,  cooUy. 
And,  without  another  word,  he  walked  back  to  his  former  post, 
by  the  pillow  of  his  slumbering  patient 

Bessy  was  holding  the  speechless,  shivering  child  in  her  arms, 
her  own  fast-dropping  tears  bedewing  the  rigid  face,  when  Miss 
Barbara  appeared.  A  very  few  sentences  of  explanation  sufficed 
for  her. 

"  Jest  like  him  I  The  unfeeling  brute  I"  she  ejaculated.  "  111 
be  bound  I  can  get  something  out  of  him,  or  out  of  his  saddle- 
bags, that  will  do  her  good.    Jest  wait  here  two  seconds." 

Her  mode  of  dealing  with  the  "  brute"  was  probably  as  sum* 
maiy  as  she  had  threatened;  for  she  was  ont  again  presentiy  with 
a  phial  m  her  hand. 

"  The  money-worshipping  hypocrite  1"  she  continued  to  berate 
him,  as  she  dropped  the  anodyne.  "  He  was  afraid  to  snub  me, 
because  I  might  tell  tales  to  those  that  can  pay  him  well.  Be* 
tween  him  and  Sancroft,  there'd  be  no  poor  people  left  in  the 
land  if  ihey  had  their  way.    Thank  goodness  they  hayen't! 
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When  it  comes  to  that,  Jest  let  me  know,  and  I^  leaVe,  withoat 
being  invited  out — ^I'm  obliged  to  you  T' 

Bessj  heard  these  mntterings,  not  knotting  that  she  did  so, 
until  they  were  recollected  some  months  later. 

With  an  unnecessary  parting  shake  of  the  bottle,  Miss  Barbara 
clatched  the«poon  savagely,  and  cam6  toward  Kitty. 

"  Now,  Mousey*^— -assuming  the  most  coaxing  air  and  modula- 
tions, of  which  countenance  and  voice  were  susceptible—"  yoti 
will  take  this,  like  a  sweet  baby,  and  go  to  sleep  in  mamma's 
arms— or  in  your  own  pretty  little  crib.  You\i  rather  have  that, 
hadn't  you  1" 

The  chUd  did  not  offer  to^pen  her  mouth,  and  answered  by  a 
vacant  stare. 

"  Batty  will  be  sick,  if  she  does  not  swallow  the  medicine," 
argued  Bessy,  tremulously.  "Oh  I  if  Mark  would  only  come 
home  I     She  always  minds  him." 

"  She  will  do  it  to  please  Aunt  Barbara — ^won't  yon.  Mousey  ? 
Why,  what  will  I  do,  if  you  dotf t  get  a  nice  long  nap,  and  ain't 
well  enough  by  morning,  to  help  me  nurse  Mr.  Malcolm  ?  There, 
I  told  you  so  !  It  is  gon^— every  drop  I  That's  the:  best  child 
in  the  land — ^and  I've  always  stuck  to  it  I  Now,  Mrs.  Hale,  slip 
on  her  nightgown,  and  I'll  lift  in  her  crib.  I  can  do  it  without 
a  mite  of  noise." 

She  accomplished  the  feat  in  defiance  of  the  docto/'s  whispered 
remonstrances. 

"  I  will  not  ba  answerable  for  the  consequences,"  he  said,  when 
fihe  motioned  to  him  to  let  her  pa^. 

"  Nobody  wants  you  to  be  !"  puffed  she,  pushing  on  with  her 
burden. 

Kitty  was  laid/  unresisting,  in  her  bed.  Miss  Barbara  tucked 
the  coverlet  around  her,  and  kissed  her.  The  child's  arras  were 
about  her  neck,  when  she  would  have  arisen.  The  poor  little 
face  worked  painfully. 


*'  What  is  it,  my  baby  ?"  asked  the  pitying  spinster. 

**  I  made  his  horse  throw  him  I"  broke  fborth  in  an  hysterical 
shriek,  that  caused  Dr.  Chase  to  intrude  his  head  and  a  caustic 
reprimand. 

**  You  wasn't  called''  snapped  Miss  Barbara  ;  and  at  this  shot 
he  retreated. 

''  What  does  she  mean  ?"  wondered  Bessy. 

"  Never  mind,  now  !  There  I  there  I  don't  cry  loud,  dear,  or 
yoh'll  disturb  Mr.  Malcolm.  .  You  wouldat  do  that  fix  anything, 
yoiuknow." 

"  No,  ma'am."  ^ 

Kitty  smothered  her  sobs,  and  Che  tears  streamed,  healthfully. 

"  I  ^BpoBe  the  horse  jumped  to  one  side,  and  threw  Mr.  Mal- 
colm, when  he  saw  you  m  the  road.  That  was  the  way  of  it — 
wasn't  it,  Mousey  7" 

"  Yes,,  ma'am.  But  I  didn't  mean  ta  scare  him  I  O,  dear," 
she  sobbed. 

:  ''  Yes  I  yes  I  we  know  that,  baby.  It  was  all  the  horse's  fault 
— ^not  a  bit  of  it  yours.  He  would  haye  behaved  just  as  badly  if 
you  had  been  a  stump  or  a  rock.  Fve  ^een  him  do  it»  time  and 
time  again.  He's  an  ugly,  vidous  creatur',  that  no  man  in  his 
senses  would  ride,  without  he  was  one  of  your  dare-everything, 
afraid-of-nothing  sort — ^like  the  dear  fellow  in  there." 

She  f&gheA,  but  covered  it  with  a  smile,  seeing  that  Kitty's  eye 
wafi  upon  her. 

"  So,  yon  see,  it  couldn't  be  helped,jdear.  Now,  pray  to  God 
that  he  may  get  well,  and  when  you  wake  up,  maybe  he'll  be 
able  to  tell  you  that  he  knows  yon  were  not  to  blame,  and  that 
he  loves  his  little  '  Kitty  Puss,'  as  much  as  ever  he  did." 
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CHAPTER  Vn. 

It  was  a  tryiog  oeaflon  of  waitiDg  aad  watching  tiuA  tfapeed 
before  the  wounded  yoath  conld  give  the  assurance  of  fiorgbeness 
and  affection  to  the  heart  that  ached  so  r^norsefdlly.  For  ten 
days,  there  existed  a  strong  probability  that  the  male  sjjcoessiou 
of  the  honorable  house  of  Argyle  woold  cease  with  him  who  was 
now  owner  of  the  name  and  estate.  Por  ten  days  and  nights^  Ifiss 
Barbara  stood  guard  above  her  boy,  refusing  all  xeiief,  except 
that  of  an  honr'sdeep,  when  he  was  comporatiTely  composed,  and 
then  she  would  resign  in  fayor  of  no  one  but  Bessy.  They  two 
watched  sadly  and  eagerly  on  one  side  of  his  bed — ^Death,  hun- 
grily upon  the  other.  For  ten  days,  the  laird's  restless  wander- 
ings oyer  house  and  plantation,  were  with  an  imcertain  step  and 
haggard  face,  and  an  unwonted  abstinence  firom  &ult-finding.  It 
mattered  little — so  said  his  aspect — a  few  pounds  more  or  less, 
when  he,  who  he  had  intended  should  inherit  all  his  hoards,  might 
never  again  set  foot  npon  the  broad  acres  or  handle  the  br^ht 
gold.  For  ten  days,  the  sisters  Eleanor  and  Jessie  rode  twice 
daily  to  the  shoemaker's  cottage,  and  returned  in  tears  and  terror, 
from  the  bedside  of  their  late  robust  and  merry  brother,  to  mope 
away  the  hours  in  vain  endeavors  to  forget  or  disbelieve  the  dan- 
ger that  had  scared  the  gay  birds  from  Ben  Lomond,  and  put  a 
stop  to  their  schemes  and  thoughts  of  pleasure.  For  ten  days, 
Marcia  Selden  gazed,  with  heart-beats  thick  and  fast,  for  the 
messenger  whose  regular  duty  it  was  to  bring  intelligence  from 
the  sick-room,  and  bated^  as  fervently  as  it  was  in  her  nature  to 
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hate  anythiag,  the  stem  law  of  propriety,  that  banished  her  from 
her  boy-loyer's  side. 

Then  there  was  a  change— 4t  might  be  for  better,  it  might  be 
for  worse  ;  and  in  the  hour  of  agonized  suspense,  the  father  knelt 
hj  the  pillow  of  his  nneonscions  son,  and  prayed  aload  to  the 
mother's  Ood,  that  this  cop  might  not  be  giren  him  to  drink. 
And,  when  ttanored  from  the  apartment,  he  besooght  Mark,  the 
'^  low-bom  mechanic,^  to  pray  with  him  and  for  him,  that  the 
boon  might  not  be  denied.  It  was  granted.  To  Nature,  and 
to  her  nn wearied  assistants,  the  Lord  of  life  gave  the  rictory. 

But  the  work  was  not  done  with  the  rescne  of  the  sick  one 
from  present  and  apparent  danger.  He  was  still  to  lie  for  tedioos 
honrs^  and  days  in  that  hnmble  room,  watching,  with  a  conva- 
lescent's UsQess  amnsement,  the  light  sifting  throngh  the  lattice 
of  moming^lories  ;  the  hollyhodcs,  throsting  their  heads  between 
the  leaves,  like  bold,  cnrioos  women,  with  flannting  hoods  and 
shameless  faces ;  the  stray  flies,  that,  having  no  fear  of  Miss  Bar- 
bara's peacock  plumes  before  their  eyes,  crawled  busily,  and 
gossipped  sociably  upon  the  beams  and  boards  that  supplied  the 
place  of  a  ceiling ;  the  slow,  gentle  oscillations  of  the  green  and 
blue  feathers,  and  the  form  and  face  of  her  who  waved  them. 
Until  neon.  Miss  Barbara  usually  presided  as  chief  nurse  ;  but 
household  concerns  at  Ben  Lomond  required  her  supervision,  and 
were  not  neglected  after  she  could  reconcile  it  with  conscience  and 
feeUng,  to  leave  her  charge  for  a  part  of  each  day.  Thus,  it  came 
to  pass,  that  when  he  awoke  from  the  noon-day  nap,  now  as 
habitual  with  him  as  it  had  been  in  infancy,  he  found  in  the  stead 
of  the  homely,  yet  beloved  visage  that  had  met  his  closing  eye, 
the  younger  and  more  comely  countenance  of  his  hostess.  In  his 
veakness,  he  learned  to  love  her  gentle  ministrations  and  affeo 
tiouate  demeanor.  Every  hour's  observation  enhanced  his  hear^ 
felt  respect  for  the  interesting  pair  into  whose  care  he  had  been 
thrown.    All  that  he  had  heard  and  read  of  virtue  in  the  homes 
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of  the  lowly  ;  of  gems,  that  shone  the  purer  for  the  poverty,  ot  their 
setting ;  of  the  honor  belonging,  by  conqnest,  to  the  self-made 
man,  hete  had  its  exemplification,  and,  heightened  by  the  romantic 
coloring  of  yonthfol  fancy,  was  a  source  of  liveliest  pleasure. 

He  was  forbidden  to  converae,  in  his  extreme  weakness^  bot  his 
eye  and  smile  were  ready  and  eloquent  interpreters  of  thoQglft; 
It  was  an  era  in  Kitty's  history — the  day  she  was  admitted  to 
his  chamber.  Her  mother.had  pautiofled  ber  to  b^  very  BtiU-imd 
to  remain  only  a  minute.  .Maloohn^s  blue  eyes  danced  wheit  she 
entered,  trembling  9XL  over  with  ezcit^meoj^,,  delight  and  bashful- 
ness.  '   •  '  •     , 

"  Kitty  1"  he  said,  feebly: 

Miss  Barbara's  finger  wa&i^,  and  he  was  mate,  but  motioned 
to  her  to  hold  the  child  down  to  him,  that  he  might  kiss  h&r 
Then  he  passed  his  long  thin  fingers  over  her  curls,  and  smiled 
sadly,  as  he  laid  his  wasted  hand  beside  her  pink  and  dimpled 
one. 

After  that,  he  would  have  her  pay  him  a  visit,  both  morning 
and  afternoon,  and  stay  longer  each  time,  until  she  was  promoted 
to  the  dignity  of  fanning  him  and  keepmg  the  flies  away.  It  w$s 
a  joy  to  both,  when  leave  was  granted  for  him  to  amuse  himself 
with  her  prattle,  a  recreation  which  the  prudent  sub-nurse  was 
watchful  should  never  grow"  wearisome  in  length.  Kitty  was  a 
vivacious  and  loving  creature,  and  Malcolm  must  have  become 
fond  of  her,  had  he  been  rich  in  other  objects  of  affection,  which 
was  far  from  being  the  case.  Nothing  with  relation  to  their 
landlord's  family  impressed  Bessy  more  disagreeably  than  the 
evident  lack  of  concord  ;  the  absence  of  all  bonds  of  mutual  sym* 
pathy.  She  saw  clearly  that  the  attentions  his  sisters  would 
have  rendered  Malcolm,  if  only  for,  the  sake  of  appearances,  were 
distasteful  to  him.  He  was  even  peevish,  if  they  were  persistent 
in  their  offers  of  service,  and  at  length,  having,  one  day,  fretted 
through  a  call  of  extraordinary  duration  from  the  two,  he  told 
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Afiss  Barbara  flatly;  in  Bessy's  hearing,  that  they  "  teazed  him 
ahnost  oat  of  his  senses  and  qnite  out  of  all  patience  ;''  that  the 
mstle  of  starch  and  silk  offended  Ins  nenres  of  hearing ;  their 
French  perfomes  and  pomatom  ttanseateS  him,  and  their  ringed 
fingers  hnrt  his  head,  when  they  bathed  it. 

With  commendable  gratity,  Miss  Barbara  hearlcened  to  this 
list  of  grieTances,  and  engaged  that,  none  t>f  them  should  torment 
him  oftener  than  a  show  of  decent  respect  for  his  relatives 
reqnired.it;  and  what  she  promiseS,  she  performed. 

But  the  elements  of  pride  and  contempt  for  whatever  was 
socially  infmor  to  themselves,  which  had  been  qnell^  in  the 
Argyle  drde  by  the  shadow  of  Death,  the  leveller,  reviving  with 
the  retirement  of  the  Terror,  secretly,  but  snrely  plotted  the 
destruction  of  the  peace  in  which  Malcolm  revelled.  Their  first 
ebullition  was  in  the  regrets  expressed  by  Miss  Argyle  to  her 
fother,  that  Malcc^m  had  not  been  brought 'home  immediately 
npon  the  occurrence  of  the  accident.  It  was  not  mnch  further, 
A  she  said,  and  the  least  sense  of  propriety  would  have  sufficed  to 
dictate  this  course.  Perhaps  "  those  people  "  had  not  thought  of 
this.  It  was  unreasonable  to  expect  delicacy  of  thought  oc 
behavior  firom  them.  It  was  natural,  and  therefore  the  more 
pardonable  in  them,  to  seize  upon  this  providential  ojupoTtvantj 
of  intercourse  with  those  above  them.  It  reflected  a  sort  of  honor 
upon  them;  no  doubt  secured  them  distinction  in  their  class,  to 
have  Mr.  Afgyle's  son  under  their  roof,  for  such  a  long  time — 
and  then  the  remuneration  they  were  expecting — ^in  plain  terms, 
their  pay  for  boarding  and  tending  him,  was  a  consideration  to 
persons  in  their  circumstances. 

Her  last  hit  told,  if  the  rest  had  fallen  short  of  the  mark.  A 
stab  in  the  region  of  her  father's  pocket-nerve,  would  quicken  his 
sensibilities,  when  nothing  else  would. 

"  The  choice  of  a  hospital  was  none  of  mine,"  he  said,  stiffly, 
"  and  they  have  no  right  to  make  ont  any  bill  whatever.    I  have 
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endured  more  inoonyenience  in  consequence  of  his  being  there, 
than  they  can  possibly  have  experienced.  And,  as  to  norsing-^ 
what  are  you  thinking  of,  Eleanor  ?  Has  not  Barbara  been 
there,  from  the  hoar  of  his  accident  7  Have  not  I  supplied  a 
bed,  in  place  of  the  one  Malcolm  occupies ;  and  do  you  sup- 
pose that  a  sick  man  can  devour  one>third  of  the  provisions 
Sarah  carries  down,  every  monung,  by  Barbara's  orders  7  No  I 
if  the  truth  were  known,  /have  supported  the  whole  family,  and 
had  nothing  in  return,  except  anxiety  and  fatigue.  I  will  offer 
them  a — ahem  I  something  by  way  of  a  present,  when  Malcolm 
comes  away;  but  if  a  regular  account  is  presented,  I  shall  hand  it 
over  to  Sancroft,  and  order  him  to  dispute  it  as  sure  as  my  name 
is  Argyle  1" 

This  affirmation  had,  with  him,  all  the  sense  of  an  oath. 

Miss  Jessie  giggled.  ''Isn't  it  funny  that  Malcolm,  cfwr 
brother,  should  be  sick  in  such  a  place  7  A  log-house,  with  two 
rooms,  and  no  ceiling,  and  a  shoemaker's  sign  over  the  door  I  ] 
declare,  I  have  killed  myself  twenty  times,  laughing  at  the  idea." 

Her  father  was  red  to  the  roots  of  his  powdered  hair.  As  was 
his  custom,  if  the  expression  of  his  feelings  would  betray  him  into 
intemperate  speech,  and  thereby  endanger  his  dignity,  he  pursed 
his  mouth  tightly,  and,  grasping  his  cane,  stalked  out  of  the  apart- 
ment. Miss  Eleanor  nodded  satisfiedly  at  her  sister,  who  laughed, 
as  she  lay  back  upon  the  sofei. 

She  was  a  blonde,  with  a  wide,  low  brow,  so  smooth  and  whiter 
it  seemed,  as  if  care  and  anger  would  never  find  there  a  resting- 
plad^;  lightrblue  eyes,  alternately  laughing  and  indolent;  pouting 
coral  lips,  and  within  them  a  set  of  even  teeth,  she  Uked  to  dis- 
play. Her  head  was  a  mop  of  yellow  curls,  golden,  as  her 
admirers  declared,  and  they  lauded  them  on  the  stage,  as  heartily 
as  her  maid,  behind  the  scenes,  hated  them.  Well  she  might — 
poor  girl  I  for  Jessie's  characteristic  was  laziness.  She  had  been 
a  delicate  injEemt  and  childi  and  although  now  in  perfect  healthy 
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would  not,  or  could  not,  relinquish  the  habits  then  formed.  At 
school,  she  was  a  dance;  in  her  family,  a  nonentity;  in  society,  a 
belle.  To  maintain  the  reputation  of  the  latter,  she  was  willing 
to  make  others  work,  if  not  to  ezert  herself.  Ursula,  the  Hl-fated 
maid,  who,  for  unknown  ancestral  iniquities,  had  been  appropriated, 
from  her  birth  to  Miss  Jessie's  service,  glowered  at  all  gentlemen 
visitors  to  the  house,  as  abettors,  with  malice  prepense,  of  her 
torture  and  toils.  She  would  have  parted  with  half  of  her  own 
prospects  of  a  husband  (and  she  loved  adulation  no  less  than  did 
her  mistress),  if  by  so  doing  she  could  win  assurance  that  Miss 
Jessie  would  never  hear  another  compliment  to  her  figure,  feature, 
complexion — above  aH,  to  her  hair.  The  sole  excitement  of 
Jessie's  private  hours — always  excepting  the  pleasurable  duty  of 
surveying  herself  in  the  mirror — was  novel-reading ;  and  this 
draught  was  sipped  with  such  moderation,  that  a  three  volume 
octavo  was  entertainment  for  the  same  number  of  months.  The 
much-tried  Abigail  detested  the  well-thumbed  book  as  cordially 
as  she  did  the  tangled  curls,  since  its  appearance  was  the 
invariable  prelude  to  a  summons  to  the  toilet-table.  And  while 
Miss  Jessie  dreamed  over  "  Pamela,"  or  *^  Clarissa,"  or  that  new 
and  fascinating  romance,  ''  The  Children  of  the  Abbey," — the 
"  moral  tales,"  recommended  as  safe  and  instructive  by  our  grand 
mothers,  for  the  perusal  of  their  young  daughters — the  luckless 
hair-dresser  plied  the  comb  and  brush  upon  the  tresses  dishevelled 
by  the  wind,  or  tumbled  and  matted  by  lying — ^reclining,  Miss 
Jessie  had  it — ^in  an  easy  chair,  when  there  was  no  company  by 
to  stimulate  her  to  a  sitting  posture.  The  operation  was  difficult 
and  hazardous,  moreover,  for  the  amiable  victim  could  not  bear 
tbe  twitching  of  a  hair.  A  refractory  ringlet,  resisting  all  the 
influences  of  soap,  water  and  pomatum,  to  wheedle  it  into  the 
right  shape  and  tier,  would  bring  on  a  fit  of  sulks,  which  lasted 
until — a  beau  alighted  at  the  gate. 
Such  was  the  appearance,  and  like  unto  these,  were  the  ways  of 
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Miss  Jessie  Argyle  as  she  sank  into  her  accustomed  place  and 
attitade,  npon  the  withdrawal  of*  her  father.  Her  sister's  signal 
informed  her  that  thii^  boded  saccess  to  thek  harmless  plan  for 
estranging  one  of  their  noble  line  from  the  presumptuous  ynlgor- 
ianS;.  whose  growing  influence  07er  him  they  detected  and  resented 
as  it  deserved  to  be  treated. 

Eleanor  sat  by  the  window  that  looked  down  the  road.  She 
was  watching  the  gig,  which,  at  that  hour,  every  morning,  was 
brought  to  the  gate  for  Mr.  Argyle's  visit  to  his  son.  She  was 
in  her  nineteenth  year  ;  of  a  proud,  ordet  of  beauty  ;.  in  disposi- 
tion, recklessly  selfish  ;  in  temper,  arrogant  and  daring.  As  her 
brother  once  bitt^ly  described  her  to  hers^f,  her  "  heflcrt  was  a 
witches'  caldron,  in  which  the  quintessence  of  the  family  pride 
and  craftiness,  with  a  spice  of  lesser  vices — ^meannesses  and  the 
like — was  boiled  down,  until  nothing  oq  earth  or  in  heaven  could 
endure  the  fumes." 

The  lad  was  addicted  to  hasty  and  indiscriminating  reprobation 
of  whatever  irked  him  ;  and  Eleanor  could  afford  to  smile  disdaiu- 
fully  at  this  philippic,  remembering  that  there  were  scores  of 
worldlings,  who  contended  for  the  honor  of  her  approval,  and 
shrunk  from  the  frowns  she  was  more  chary  of  in  public,  than  in 
her  home.  She  was  virtual  mistress  of  Argyle  ;  or  she  would 
have  been,  but  for  two  stumbling-blocks,  that  warned  her 
triumphal  car  to  take  another  route,  when  she  would  have  ridden 
them  down  with  the  rest  of  her  slaves.  These  were  Miss  Bar- 
bara, the  faithful  nurse  and  stewardess,  whom  years  of  efficient 
service  had  made  indispensable  in  the  establishment ;  and  the 
young  brother,  the  future  lord  of  the  homestead  and  soil,  who 
neither  feared  her  wrath  nor  succumbed  to  her  arts,  and  over 
whom  she  was  never  able  to  gain  one  atom  more  of  influence  than 
was  possessed  by  the  sister  whose  inertness  of  mind  and  body  she 
despised. 

The  captious  critic,  who,  in  his  dissection  of  certain  dranuUU 
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ftruma  sketched  fay  ns  in  other  days  and  other  books,  clearlj 
proved  onr  creations .  sui  generic — monsters  of  wkkedoesa,  so  an* 
like  real  men  and  yromfn,  that  the  pretentions  portraiture  codld 
only  be  accepted  as  just  by  children,  who  believe  ia  ogres  and 
vampires ;  or  sneered  at  others,  Where  We  essayed  to  use  the 
lighter  colors— as  angdic  hybrids  ;  even  this  dreaded  arbiter  of 
onr  .fate;  as  a  limner,  will  snspend  his  scalpel,  in  its  swift  descent 
upon  the  character  we  have  jnst  depicted,  when  he  hears  onr 
ezcnse  for  its  infidelity  to  nature. 

Onr  plea  is  the  progress  of  the  hnman  race.  We  know — (not 
quite  as  well,  indeed,  a»  does'  the  abov&<leiNrecated  critic — but 
what  do  we  nnderstand  as  thoroughly  ?)  but  we  are  partially 
conscious  of  the  fact  that  there  are  no  women  like  Eleanor 
Argyle,  in  these  millennia}  days>  upon  which  w;e  have  fallen.  A 
girl  of  our  generation,  if  deprived  of  her  mother  when  eight  years 
old,  intrusted  to  the  guardianship  of  a  father  weak  in  everything 
except  vanity  of  personal  consequence  and  love  of  gain;  her  early 
education  intrusted  to  a  woman  who,  however  good  in  intention, 
wanted  the  prestige  of  equal  birth  and  station  to  enforce  her  rule; 
surrounded  by  hordes  of  servile  dependents,  who  cajoled  and  flat- 
tered to  avoid  her  displeasure,  and  ingratiate  themselves  in  her 
favor  ;  who  should  be  sent  in  the  third  year  of  her  orphanage, 
to  school,  and  passed  from  one  instructor  to  another,  until 
Madame  Finissez's  lubrication  consummated  her  polish — would 
"turn  out''  quite  differently  from  the  personage  we  have  do- 
scribed.  We  surrender,  without  the  struggle  of  an  opinion  to  the 
contrary,  to  the  assertion  that  she  would  have  many  redeeming 
traits  to  offset  the  undeniable  defects  in  her  rearing ;  that  she 
might  be  high-spirited — admitting  this  to  be  the  natural  turn  of 
her  disposition,  but  frank,  generous  and  loving.  We  do  not 
insinuate  that  the  latest  date  of  demoniacal  possession  was  not  ages 
ago  ;  before  our  memory,  and  that  of  our  reviewer;  and  we  trust 
that  our  good-breeding,  if  not  our  reason,  would  prevent  the 
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remotest  hint — the  faintest  breath  of  a  suspicion — that  the  pre- 
sent tense,  which  asserts  the  heart  to  be  "deccitfnl  above  all 
things,  and  desperately  wicked,"  can  have  any  application  to 
"  society,"  and  this,  our  Anno  Domini. 

But  we  are  waiting  of  old  times  ;  the  "former  days,"  which, 
whatever  Solomon  meant  when  he  dissuaded  inquiry  on  that  head, 
our  phUanthropic.  students  of  their  race's  history  agree  in  pro- 
nouncing, unqualifiedly,  were  not  "  better  than  these."  T6  silence 
all  cavils,  we  may  as  well  state  here,  that  in  that  far  Long  Ago, 
depraved  men  and  heartless,  unprincipled  women  did  exist ;  and 
that  we  have  this  fact  set  down  in  the  handwriting,  and  under 
the  seal  of  th(5se  who  were  the  respectable  contemporaries  of  a 
class  of  beings,  happily  now  extinct. 

"  There  is  Mr.  Selden's  carriage  coniing  in  at  our  gate  I"  sud- 
denly exclaimed  Eleanor. 

Mr.  Selden  had  no  grown  sons,  and  Jessie  yawned  in  making 
ttie  inquiry — "  Who  is  in  it  ?" 

"  Don't  be  a  fool,  Jessie  !  How  can  I  tell,  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  oflF?" 

"  Oh  1"  and  she  prepared  to  rest  contentedly,  with  drooping 
lids,  until  the  carriage  should  be  within  easy  reach  of  Eleanor's 
optics. 

"  I  hope  it  is  Marcia,"  resumed  the  elder  sister,  still  scanning 
the  equipage. 

"  Do  you  ?"  asked  Jessie,  sleepily.  She  aroused  herself  to  add, 
"  she  is  here  pretty  often,  considering  Malcolm  is  not  at  home. 
It's  funny,  isn't  it  P' 

"  It  would  be  strange,  or  *  funny,'  as  you  say,  if  she  were  to 
-visit  here  much,  when  he  is  at  home.  It  is  reported  everywhere 
that  they  are  either  engaged,  or  that  they  will  be  soon,  and  it 
would  be  said  directly  that  she  is  courting  him." 

'*I  wonder  if  they  will  ever  be  married,"  speculated  Jessie. 

"  It  is  generally  supposed  that  engaged  people  have  some  such 
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intention.  Malcolm  conld  not  do  better,  in  this  county,  at  least. 
Mr.  Selden  will  leave  all  his  children  wealthy." 

"  And  at  pa's  death  Ben  Lomond  goes  to  Malcohn.  They 
are  very  young,  and  may  change  their  minds.  It  would  be  a 
shame,  when  they  suit  so  well,  and  would  have  enough  to  liTe 
upon,''  mused  Jessie. 

She  was  prone  to  the  delivery  of  commonplaces,  in  the  trance- 
like state  that  wrapped  her  bow,  her  assure  orbs  misty,  and  her 
utterance  muffled  and  drawling. 

"  If  you  ever  get  a  tenth  as  much,  yon  will  have  to  be  more 
brisk  and  less  cdlly  than  I  have  ever  seen  you,"  said  Eleanor, 
angrily  ;  "  your  affectation  is  insufferable,  Jesne." 

Jessie  langhed,  without  stirring.  "  Is  not.that  carriage  almost 
here  7  I  think  your  friend,  Marcia,  would  enjoy  our  conversation. 
I  don't  believe  she  knows  what  pleasant  sisters-in-law  we  will  be. 
How  do  you  keep  on  the  right  side  of  her,  Nelly  ?  And  Mal- 
colm is  tolerably  well  acquainted  with  yon,  too  I  Isn't  it  fhnny 
that  he  doesn't  tell  tales  out  of  school  I" 

"  1  am  so  glad  to  see  you  1"  cried  Eleanor,  running  down  the 
steps  to  meet  her  friend.  "  My  dear  Marcia  I  what  a  delightful 
surprise  this  is.  This  day  seems  destined  to  bring  pleasures.  We 
have  the  most  encouraging  news  from  Malcolm,  this  morning. 
The  doctor  says  he  may  be.  removed  homQ  next  week.  Now,  you 
have  come  to  spend  the  day  with  me,  haven't  yon  f  and  I  am  the 
happiest  girl  living." 

'*  How  is  Jessie  ?"  asked  Marcia,  her  happy  face  indicative  of 
her  emotion  at  .the  receipt  of  Eleanor^s  apparently  inadvertent 
communication  touching  her  brother. 

"  Jessie,  here  she  is  I  in  the  drawing-room.  She  has  been 
asleep,  I  think.  The  poor,  dear  girl  is  worn  out  with  anxiety 
and  loss  of  rest.    But  that  will  soon  be  over,  now." 

Marcia's  kiss  was  so  affectionate  that  Jessie  eiqpanded  her  eyes 
in  amazement.     She  never  saluted  anybody  m  that  fashion,  she 
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thoQght ;  bat  after  raminajting  upoQ  the  circamstances,  she 
bIowIj  concladed  that  if  any  of  the  yoang  ladies  of  her  aoquaiat- 
ance  had  rich,  handsome  brothers,  she  might  be  harried  into  the 
same  extravagance, 

"  Absolately  her  work-bag  I"  uttered  Eleanor,  as  her  visitor, 
having  given  her  *bonnot  to  a  servant,  and  arranged  her  hair 
anew,  settled  herself  for  the  forenoon.  < 

"  I  am  never  exactly  easy  vrithoat  it,"  said  Marcia,  prodadng 
a  strip  of  linen,  vrith  the  threads  drawn  ready  for  stitching.  '*  It 
is  against  ma's  rales  to  waste  anything — especially  time." 

This  was  spoken  in  perfect  innocence  of  any  personal  reflec- 
tion ;  bat  Eleanor's  eye  stole,  unseen  by  the  speaker,  to  her 
sister,  who  had  vacated  the  sofa  in  favor  of  a  staffed  chair,  and 
sat  with  her  milk-white  hands  folded,  as  usaal.  Hie  sly  arrow 
might  have  enlightened  the  sister-in-law  expectant  a6  to  the  hidden 
reefs  beneath  the  current,  that  ran  so  smoothly  on  the  surface, 
but  she  was  too  intent  upon  her  woft  to  see  it.' 

She  was  a  very  pretty  girl — the  prettiness  of  regular  features 
and  color.  In  this  respect,  she  had  the  advantage  over  Elcar 
nor,  queenly  though  she  was  when  she  willed  it.  Marcia  was, 
however,  of  a  domestic,  yet  lively  turn  ;  less  showily  educated 
than  her  friends,  yet  ladylike  and  agreeable  enough  in  conversar 
tion ;  never  brilliant,  like  Eleanor,  and  never  nonsensical,  like  Jessie. 
Seen  vdthout  the  glamour  of  Malcolm's  love  and  fancy,  she  was  a 
comely,  practical,  amiable  damsel,  with  no  particular  strength  of 
will  or  steadiness  of  purpose,  and  a  dutiful  daughter,  if  one  might 
judge  from  her  constant  references  to  "ma's  "wishes  and  sentiments. 

"  Your  brother  is  decidedly  better,  then  ?"  she  observed,  trying 
to  seem  politely  careless,  as  she  stroked  out  the  two  or  three 
inches  of  stitches  she  had  set. 

*^  So  the  doctor  assures  us  ;  you  cannot  imagine  how  anxious 
we  are  to  have  him  home  again.  He  cannot  be  comfortable 
where  he  is,  much  as  we  try  to  make  him  so." 
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**  Sach  a  fimny  place  !"  pat  in  Jessie.  "  Sand  on  the  floor,  and 
jost  two  windows  in  the  whole  honse,  and  a  ladder  in  the  largest 
room  I" 

"  Bat  pa  says  that  eyerything  looks  neat,  and  thai  they  arc 
altogether  different  from  most-  people  in  their  drcnmstanees, 
said  Marda.  "  He  was  qnite  stmck  with  Mr.  Hale,  when  he 
ealled  atonr  house,  to  buy  some  timber  or  fmils,  or  something  of 
that  sort^  He  told  nui  that  he  was:  ihe  finest  spedmen  of  an 
intelligent  mechanic  he  ever  saw,  ^d  that  if  the  country  were 
stocked  with  such,  the  distinctions  of  rank  would  be  at  an  end." 

''  I  am  thankful  that  it  is  not,  then,"  rejoined  Eleanor ;  "  I  do 
not  relish  the  yision  of^  housefhl  of  cobblers  and  cobblers'  wiyea 
I  must  say  that  this  Hale  won&n  seems  to  consider  herself  fit  for 
any  society.  Fancy  her  a.t  yonr  table,  and  your  father  inyiting 
her  to  take  ,wine,  in  his  fine,  courtly  style^  '  Wall,  I  rather 
guess  I  will — ^thankyeP^ 

Marda  joined  in  Jessie's  laugh.  "  Oh,  we  must  polish  them, 
before  we  admit  them  to  terms  of  equality.  Not  that  I,  myself, 
do  not  agree  with  you.  It  will  be  some  centuries  before  men 
arriye  at  this  state  of  society.  This  Mrs.  Hale  is  qnite  a  lady  in 
appearance,  I  haye  noticed  her  as  we  were  riding  by.  They  haye 
improyed  their  house  surprisingly.  It  is  really  a  romantic  cottage 
— ^like  those  we  read  of  in  noyels.^' 

"  Hop-yiAes  and  holyhoeks  I  They  are  hardly  eyidences  of  a 
refined  taste.  But  the  house  is  good  enough  for  them.  Pa  has 
taken  pains  that  it  shall  not  be  an  unsightly  object.  It  is  so  con> 
spicuons  from  the  road." 

"  I  thought  that  man  did  all  that  himself.  Pa  gathered  from 
what  he  said  that  it  was  his  own  work." . 

"  A  probable  story!  Where  was  he  to  get  the  money  to  do  it 
with  ?  I  haye  no  doubt  that  he  tried  to  create  the  impression 
that  it  was  the  fruit  of  his  industry,  for  he  is  a  fellow  who  makes 
great  pretensions." 

5* 
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"Bat  Eleanor,  some  of  the  improTements  were  his/'  said 
Jessie.     "  Who  else  would  eyer  have  pnt  np  that  horrid  sign  ?" 

"That  is  yoar  eyesore,"  responded  her  siflter.  "The  shoe- 
maker's wife  is  mine,  and  a  more  intolerable  one.  She  takes  upon 
herself  the  greatest  airs  yon  canconceiye  of,  Marcia  ;  carries 
her  head,  and  steps  as  if  she  were  the  wife  of  a  lord.  She  speaks 
to  us  with  such  provoking  condescension,  that  you  would  imagine 
us  to  be  her  younger  sisters,  and  herself  and  her  husband-  are 
dear  Malcolm's  patrons.  Poor  old  Barbara  was  blinded  by  them, 
months  ago,  and  so  they  have  unbounded  swing,  down  there, 
Jessie  and  I  have  to  march,  when  '  Mrs.  Hale '  winks  at  Bar- 
bara, and  have  the  honor  and  felicity  of  being  bowed  out  of  the 
front  kitchen,  by  '  Mr.  Hale,'  witl  his  leathern  apron  on,  and  his 
hammer  in  his  hand.  That  pert  minx  of  a  child  has  the  run  of 
the  premises,  all  day  ;  lolls  on  Malcolm's  bed  ;  fans  him,  ente^ 
tains  him,  and  for  aught  I  know,  gives  him  his  medicine." 

Marcia  had  let  fall  her  work,  and  was  looking  at  Eleanor,  with 
a  countenance  full  of  disgust  and  pity. 

"  Is  it  not  shameful  V  she  said,  warmly.  "  Why  don't  you  teach 
them  their  proper  place  7  I  should  not  think  any  one,  no  matter 
how  audacious,  would  attempt  to  impose  upon  you,  Eleanor. 
Why,  you  could  keep  anybody  at  a  distance.  It  would  be  kind- 
ness to  these  people,  to  check  their  forwardness." 

"  When  my  brother  is  under  their  roof  I  No,  no,  Marcia  I 
you  thoughtless  aristocrat  I" 

No  saintly  plebeian  could  have  rebuked  with  more  gentle 
humility. 

"  They  have  been  very  attentive  to  him,"  she  continued,  with 
generous  candor.  "  There  is  no  disputing  that ;  and  in  virtue 
of  this,  we  are  inclined  to  overlook  our  personal  grievances.  Their 
being  trebly  paid  for  their  services,  does  not  alter  the  fact  of  our 
obligation.  True,  we  regard  them  as  pushing  and  officious,  but 
I  would  hope  that  they  mean  well  toward  Malcolm." 
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'*  He  likes  them,  and  that  fbnnj  little  girl  most  of  all  I"  giggled 
Jesgie. 

"  Yes  I  the  cbrling  fellow  is  infotoated.  For  pity's  sake, 
never  breathe  one  word  of  what  we  hare  been  saying,  t<5  him. 
He  is  80  impnlslTe  and  affectionate,  so  easQy  deceiyed  by  plausi- 
ble looks  and  stories — by  anything  that  appeals  to  his  feelings/ 
that  he  rnns  wild  abont  these  people.  Pa  regrets  it  more  than 
we  do;  bat,  as  he  says,  there  is  but  one  coarse  for  as  to  porsne, 
and  that  is  to  wait,  as  qoietly  as  we  can,  ontil  the  scales  drop 
from  his  eyes. 

"  If  that  little  duld  were  grown,  I  think  he  woaM  marry  her,'' 
said  Jessie.  ''  That  woald  be  the  fimniest  part  oi  all— wouldn't 
it?" 

"Mercy,  Jessy,  yon  make  my  fleft  crawl  I"  and  Eleanor^ 
gtimace  partook  of  arersion  and  ridicale.  -  "  That  conld  never 
happen  I  If  Malcolm  conld  forget  whose  blood  runs  in  his  yeins, 
the  dead  and  burled  Argyles  would  start  from  their  graves  to 
prevent  the  monstrous  sacrilege  I" 

Marcia  was  an  interested  listener,  and  she  carried  home,  at 
night,  a  faithful  report  of  what  she  had  learned  of  Malcolm's 
situation  and  the  manoeuvres  of  his  wily  hosts,  Mrs.  Selden 
thought  it ''  a  shame  that  a  gentleman's  son  shoyld  be  forced  to 
submit  to  dictation  from  those  so  much  beneath,  him,"  and  mar- 
velled with  her  daughter  at  the  forbearance  of  the  Argyles. 

Mr.  Selden  looked  grave  at  the  unfavorable  account  of  Mark's 
presumption,  too  near  akin  to  impertinence,  to  suit  his  patridan 
taste.  « 

He  '*  had  taken  a  liking  to  the  fellow,"  he  confessed,  for  he 
"  believed  him  to  be  honest  and  industrious,  and  that,  while  he 
had  fnore  intelligence  than  was  common  in  his  class,  he  was  not 
above  his  trade.    He  was  sorry  to  hear  otherwise." 

"  I  am  not  surprised,"  said  his  wife,  satisfiedly. 

"  And  I  ought  not  to  be,"  was  Mr.  Sclden's  reply  ;  "  for  that 
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is  uniformly  the  way  with  that  style  of  people*  A  little  Botice 
^om  those  of  better  standing  tnms  their  heads ;  deceives  them 
with  the  impression  that  they  are  rising  in  the  world ;  spoils  them 
for  the  sphere  in  which  they  were  bom,  and  renders  them  obnox- 
ious to  those  whom  they  woold  iiQitate.  T^ere  are  upstarts,  in 
abundance,  popping  up  their  heads  like  mushrooms,  all  around 
us.  It  is  the  dsakj  of  erery  substantial  old  resident  of  the  coun- 
ty, to  keep  these  in  their  proper  place;  to  teach  them  that 
there,  and  there  alone,  can  they  be  respectable  and  respected." 

"  You  said,  the  other  day,  that  if  all  working-men  w^^  as 
intelligent  as  this  Mr.  Hal^,  there  would  be  no  more  difference 
of  rank,  pa ;  and  you  spoke  as  if  it  would  be  a  great  thing  for 
the  country,"  said  the  matterK>f-fact  Marda. 

Mr.  Selden's  snule  was  slightly  embarrassed. 

"  That  was  my  democratic  theory,  my  daughter.  Practioe  is 
quite  another  aflGur." 
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CHAPTER  TIIL 

"  It  is  a  pleasant  day,  my  son.  Are  yon  well  enough  to  dnre 
out  a  short  distance  ?  .  The  carriage  is  at  yoor  senrioe.'' 

Malcolm  was  lying  upon  the  settee  in  Miss  Barbara's  rooni^ 
'  dressed,  but  very  weak  and  emadated.  There  was.  altogether 
too  much  of  the  invalid  still  about  him  to  please  his  father,  who, 
nnaccustomed  to  the  sight  of  disease,  and  haying  eiQoyed  sound 
health  during  most  of  his  life,  could  not  be  convinced  that 
this  debility  did  not  portend  further,  and  possiUy  fatal^  results  of 
his  accident.  His  incessant  watchfulness  and  minute  inquiries 
were  often  irritating  to  the  convalescent,  yet  could  not  help  being 
touched  by  these  evidences  of  an  attachm^t,  that  never  found 
vent  in  words.    He  rallied,  now,  to  reply  gratefully.     . 

"  It  is  kind  in  you  to  iprogoee  it,  sir.  I  should  enjoy  an  airing, 
provided  it  is  prudent  to  attempt  it.  What  do  you  say.  Aunt 
BabP'  ~  • 

"  TTwon't  hurt  1" 

It  was  one  of  Miss  Barbara's  ''pi&<srust  days,"  as  Malcolm 
named  the  turns  of  exceeding  brevity  in  language,  and  a  peculiar 
snapping — not  snappishness— of  articulation  and  motion,  that  over- 
took her,  now  and  then,  when  fashionable  ladies  would  have 
called  themselves  "  nervous,"  and  been  called  by  others  cross. 

**  Then,  you  may  order  the  carriage,  if  you  please,  dr.  How 
far  may  I  go,  Aunt  Bab  ?"  with  an  imploring  eagerness,  that 
moved  his  nurse  to  a  very  gentle  denial  of  what  she  felt  was  his 
wish* 
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^  "  Not  more'n  a  mile.    It's  the  first  time,  remember." 

"  Please,  dear  Amit  Bab  I"  The  boy  canght  her  dry,  stiff 
hand,  as  she  beat  up  his  pillows. 

She  shook  her  head.  "  Be  patient  1  If  yon  don't  throw 
yonrself  back  by  being  too  smart,  you  can  go  to  see  her  next 
week.'' 

"  Why  don't  you  say  next  year,  and  be  done  with  it  f"  he 
rejoined,  pettishly,  flinging  himself  oyer  to  the  other  side  of  the 
couch. 

Miss  Barbara  said  nothing  more  then,  only  went  on  preparing 
the  savory  broth  he  loyed,  and  craved  with  the  avidity  of  return- 
ing appetite.  He  would  have  it  made  by  no  one  but  her,  and 
when  it  was  ready,  she  served  it  upon  a  stand  beside  his  couch. 
He  stayed  her  hand  in  the  spreading  of  a  napkin  over  this,  and 
looked- up  penitently  into  her  face. 

"  I  don't  mind  it.  Ton  can't  help  it !"  was  all  her  reply,  and 
peace  was  restored. 

**  Is  Malcolm  going  out  ?"  inquired  Eleanor,  coming  in. 

Her  father  reentered  at  the  moment,  and  replied  in  the 
affirmative. 

"  So  Sarah  said,  but  I  thought  she  was  mistaken.  It  is  too 
bad  I  I  wanted  the  carriage  to-day,  and  you  must  all  have 
known  it.  Jessie  and  I  are  engaged  to  dine  at  Mr.  Logan's, 
and  as  it  is  ten  miles  off,  if  we  don't  start  early,  we  shall 
not  get  there  in  time.  Cannot  you  put  off  your  drive, 
Malcohn  ?" 

"  Certainly  1"  he  said,  contemptuously. 

Mr.  Argyle  seldom  disputed  the  will  of  his  imperious  daughter, 
save  when  she  pulled  too  strongly  upon  his  purse-strings  ;  but  her 
selfish  disregard  of  her  sick  brother's  comfort  was  too  flagrant  an 
offence  to  be  passed  over  in  silence. 

"  Eleanor  I"  he  remonstrated,  sternly.  "  You  are  not  serious 
in  asking  your  brother  to  deny  himself  what  will  conduce  to  his 
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on  thar  part,  the  merit  of  the  deed  was  the  sanie,  as  if  Miss 
Eleanor  Argyle's  existence  were  endangered,  instead  of  her 
brother's.  I  do  not  expect  f on  to  rise  superior  to  the  pitfjadices 
of  those  who  have  only  the  accidents  of  fortune  and  rank  to 
depend  upon,  for  distinction  in  this  worid;  stiU  less  do  I  suppose 
yoapapable  of  appreciating  the  rare  combination  of  yirtoes  that 
shine  oat  m  the  characters  of  Mr.  Hale  «nd  his  wife.  I  do  not 
Wish  yoQ  to  associate  with  them.  I  hare  too  nmch  regard  fur 
their  comfort,  for  they  would  be  the  sufferers^not  you.  But  you 
shall  be  silent  concerning  them^  in  my  hearing  I'  And,  fhrther- 
morci  if  it  erer  comes  to  my  ears  that  you  Jiaye  slandered  them  to 
others,  I  will  find  means  to  make  yon  repent  it  to  the  latest  day 
of  your  life.  Be  sure  of  that  1  They  are  among  the  best  friends 
I  have  in  the  world.  I  wisb  this  to  be  .understood,  and  that  I 
will  defend  them  to  the  last.  Now,  go  to  your  '  better  society,' 
and  play  the  aimabl^  for  the  remainder -of  the  day  I'' 

If  Eleanor  had  been  a  man,  she  would  haye  felled  her  brother  to 
the  floor,  feeble  and  ill  as  he  was.  Miss  Barbara^  who  knew  her 
temper  of  old,  inYoluntarily  8tq)ped  in  between  her  and  the  settee, 
as  she  bent  forward  to  Bpesk,  Eleanor  noticed  the  motion,  and 
laughed  bitterly.. 

"  Your  baby  does  not  require  your  protection,''  she  said.  "  He 
is  too  weak  to  do  more  than  to  talk,  or  I  should  be  the  one  in 
danger.  The  tongue  that  insults  a  woman,  has  generally  a  hand 
to  match  it,  in  unmanly  Tiolenoe.  Let  me  congratulate  you,  my 
dear  brother,  upon  your  improvement  in  the  art  of  abuse.  Your 
instructors  deserve  credit  for  their  diligence,  and  their  pupil  for 
his.  I  am  free  to  confess  myself  unequal  to  you,  in  this  respect, 
not  having  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  hearing  and  acquiring  this 
sort  of  practice.  It  wiU  be  advisable  for  the  rest  of  the  family  to 
study  with  the  shoemaker's  wife  for  awhile,  since  this  style  of 
conversation  is  to  be  introduced  into  our  household.  Is  it  in 
this  way,  that  I  would  reap  benefit  from  association  with  them  f 
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Aiid  they  '  woidd  be  the  saffierers'  byonconsdoiis.imitation^of 
mj  maniusrs  ?" 

"  This  is  extremely  nnbeooming  conduct  and  language/'  Mr. 
Ar^lp  fopnd  breath  to  say. 

Malcolm  raised  himself  to  his  feet,  and  strove  to  speak;  bat  the 
crimson  that  had  rushed  to  his,  brow  with  the  eflS[>rt,  faded  as  sud- 
denly, and  he  fell  back  upon  his  pillows.  •  Miss  Barbara  caught 
Eleanor's  arm,  whirled  her  to  the  door,  and  slammed  it  after  her, 
then  darted  back  to  the  Dainting  lad. 

Mr.  Argyle,  confounded  and  paralyzed,  did  not  stir — ^hardly 
breathed  till  the  swoon  y»»  averted;  the  deathly  hue  of  the  face, 
and  the  hysterical,  gasping  of  ihe  exhausted  lungs  passed  away. 
He  had  an  indefinite,  consciousness  that  both  of  his  unruly 
children  were,  in  fault,  and  that  his  duty  was  to  censure  them. 
Eleanor,  he  was  literally  afraid  to  seek,,  in  her  present  state;  but 
he  took  courage  from  Malcolm's  prostration.    Another  considera- 

0 

tion  propelled  him  to  the  prompt  cliastisement  of  his  son.  He 
had  espoused  the  wrong  side  of  the  question.  His  laudations  of, 
and  professions  of  attachment  for  the  Hales,  were  as  unpalatable 
to  father  as  to  daughter.  He  had,  hitherto,. tried  to  check  the 
unsuitable  intimacy  by  innuendoes  and  disapproving  looks,  which, 
he  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing,  were  not  thrown  away  upon 
Malcolm's  recent  hosts,  however  he  'might  choose  to  slight  them. 
The  time  for  decisive  action  had  arrived;  the  issoe  was  raised,  and 
h^  must  assert  his  authority  as  chieftain  of  the  clan,  and  set  the 
matter  at  rest.  These  bickerings  and  vulgar  outbreaks  could  not 
be  tt^erated  where  he  was  master.  ^  Seemg  Malcolm  again  silent, 
and  outwardly  cahn,  he  opened  his  argument. 

''I  had  hoped,  Malcohn,  that  you  and  your  sister  had  out- 
grown these  childish  and  irrational  exhibitions  of  temper.  I  am 
particularly  grieved  at  your  intemperate  expressions  and  the 
singular  views  you  have  adopted  of  late.  Eleanor  is  to  be 
blamed  for  her  attack;  but  you  must  admit  that  her  charges  are 
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not  gronndlees.  Your — ahem  I  alienation  from  yonr  kindred  and 
intercourse  with  those  occupying  a  lo^er  grade  of  society,  have 
occasioned  me  more  solicitude  than  I  can  express.    Ahem  I" 

He  patised  to  note  the  effect  of  his  preamble,  for  under  his 
doughty  mien  and  big  words,  he  was  an  arrant  coward  at  heart, 
and  a  flash  of  the  fire  Af  alcolm  had  just  displayed,  would  have 
put  him  to  flight.  The  boy  lay  motionless  ;  his  deep  eyes  fixed, 
mournfully,  in  a  sort  of  sad  reyerie,  upon  his  father. 

Emboldened  by  this  submission,  Mr.  Argyle  resumed  :  **  I  have 
hesitated  about  broaching  this  subject;  but  my  conscience  will  not 
justify  me  in  omitting  to  speak,  pow  that  the  question  is — ahemt 
— up  for  discussion.  Yours  is  no  ordinary  position  in  the  world, 
my  son.  In  this  comnranity,  you  will  have  no  superior,  if  you 
remain  just  to  your  ancestors  and  to  yourself.  I  look  forward  to 
your  career  with  exalted  hopes ;  with  fervent  wishes  that  the 
family  name  and — ahem  I — the  family  fortune  will  sustain  no 
detriment,  when  yours  shall  be  the  lot  to  maintain  both.  Do  I 
render  my  meaning  intelligible  7" 

"  Yes,  sbr,"  answered  the  son. 

'*  It  would  be  a  work  of— ahem! — supererogation  to  remind  you 
that  you  are- the  last  male  scion  of  a  line  of  distinguished  men  ; 
that  your  forefathers  were"-^ — 

"  Mercy  on  us  1"  said  Mi£(&  Barbara,  stumbling  over  Malcolm's 
pointer  and  accideDtal]y(!)  treading  on  his  foot. 

The  animal  set  up  a  deafening  howl,  and  ran  under  his  master's 
lounge. 

"  There,  Ponto,  poor  fellow  I  Never  mind,  Aunt  Bab,"  said 
Malcolm,  appreciating  the  intention  of  this  diyersion.  "  I  wi^h 
to  hear  all  that  my  father  has  to  say." 

"  It's  no  use  I"  groaned  Miss  Barbara,  inwardly.  "  He  is  set 
in  his  own  way.  Can't  the  old  man  see  that  ?  Because  iron  is 
at  a  white  heat,  is  that  any  reason  it  shouldn't  bum  his  finger  ?'* 

The  thread  of  Mr.  Argyle's  discourse  was  not  easily  joined. 
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He  resorted  to  his  snaff-box,  his  most  valaable  prompter  ;  but  it 
could  suggest  nothhig  better  than  a  dive  into  the  midst  of  the 
sabject  he  was  trying  to  bring  aronnd  gradually. 

"  Your  unfortanate  accident  is  rendered  doubly  painful  to  us 
by  the  development  in  you  of  traitff  and  tendencies — ahem  ! 
which  are  without  a  parallel  in  onr  history.  I  dread  nothing  for 
you  more  than  debasmg  associations — intimacies  which  may 
depreciate  yon  in  the  estimation  of  your  equals  in  fprtune  and 
blood.'' 

''  And  such,  you  intimate,  that  I  have  formed  ?"  iaqnired  Mal- 
colm, without  any  tbken  of  emotion. 

"  I  fear  it — ^rery  much  I  fear  it,  my  son.'' 

"  I  am  very  tired,  sir,  and  too  feeble  to  converse  much  longer. 
Will  you  oblige  me  by  stating  your  commands  briefly  7" 

'^I  do  not  command  positively.  You  ore  not  far  from  man's 
estate,  and  I  would  rather  counsel — ^ahem— direct." 

"  Your  directions  then,  sir,"  said  the  lad,  patiently. 

"My  recommendation,  then,  is,  that  you  discontinue  your 
visits  at  the  house  of  a  man,  whose  sodal  standing  is  second  to 
that  of  your  father's  overseer,  and  that  you  repel  with  dignity 
whatever  advances  he  or  his  wife  may  feel  encouraged,  by  your 
past  condescensions,  to  make.  I  offered — ahem — a  liberal  pecu- 
niary recompense  to  him  when  yon  were  brought  home,  and  I 
must  say,  that  his  manner  of  declinature  was  extremely  offensive 
to  me.  It  savored  too  much  of  pride — an  unpardonable  failing  in 
an  underling." 

"  Fnderling  I"  A  sneer  rushed  over  Malcolm's  face,  and  he 
repeated  the  term  through  his  shut  teeth.  He  was  patiently  lis- 
tening agaia,  before  his  father  could  determiae  whether  or  not  he 
had  seen  Mb  expression  vary. 

'"Thus,  our  consciences  are  dear  of  obligation  to  hun,"  the  old 
gentleman  prosed  on. 

"  Give  lum  his  house  rent-free  for  life,  if  he  wants  it  so  long, 
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and  fit  it  np  comfortably  for  him,"  suggested  Malcolm,  as  shortl} 
as  M&»  Barbara  could  bare  done  ;  "  I  will  engage  that  he  docs 
aot  reject  the  proposal.  If  you  deny  me  in  this,  I  shall,  from  my 
allowance,  remit  to  hiin,  yearly  and  anonymously,  a  sum  equal  to 
the  exorbitant  rent,  which,  I  learn  firom  Bancroft,  you  charge  him 
for  the  misdfable  shanty  it  was  when  he  hired  it,  and  which  it 
would  have  temaiped  until  BOW,^bttt  for  his  ingenuity  and  industry. 
You  can  disherit  me,  if  yon  like.    What  I  have  said,  is  said." 

"  And  a  sight  too  much  of  it  for  your  good,"  interposed  Miss 
Barbara. 

"  If  there's  any  more  quarrellmg  with  him  and  by  him,  to-day, 
he  will  not  worry  you  and  Miss  Eleanor  a  week  from  this  time.  JIq 
is  not  fit  for  such  work,  dr.  You  might  knock  him  down  with 
a  straw,  and  yet  he  is  so  fierce  in  spirit,  that  he  will  fight  while 
there's  breath  in  his  body.  If  you'll-  let  him  alone  for  four  or 
five  days,  I'll  get  him  ready  for  a  pitched  battle." 

Mr.  Argyle  and  his  cane  retreated  alike  stiffly  at  the  hint  of 
future  contest.  The  laird  was  ineonveniently  ruffled  in  mind. 
Malcolm's  unforeseen  change  of  tactics  had  upset  him  more  effeo 
tually  than  anything  less  serious  than  a  bad  bargain,  or  actual  loss 
of  money,  had  done  in  many  a  year.  The  boy's  degrading  tastes 
were  incorrigible,  he  feared.  This  bugbear  had  gained  reality 
rapidly  since  Eleanor  first  pointed  it  out.  He  felt,  now,  that  the 
mischief  was  done,  how  artfully  and  easily  the  estrangement  might 
have  been  efiected.  But  Malcolm's  blood  and  obstinacy  were 
np,  and  in  his  qmrering  soul  the  father  knew  how  much  braver 
than  himself  ;n^as  the  stripling  son,  whom  he  had  never  succeeded 
in  controlling.  A  troubled  hour  of  cogitation  resulted  in  a 
summons  to  Mr.  Bancroft,  and  a  lengthened  confabulation  between 
the  employer  and  his  agent. 

The  next  news  that  stirred  the  still  plantation-life,  was  that 
"  Master  Malcolm  was  going  abroad — across  the  big  water,"  the 
servants  said ;  ''to  the  auld  country,"  said  the  overseer,  wist- 
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fhOy;  and  Eleanor  comforUd  Marda  for  the  separation,  by 
expatiating  npon  ''  the  superior  adTKntages  he  woald  have  at  a 
foreign  miiYersity,  in  Edinburgh  especially."  Malcolm  experi- 
enced a  thrill  of  intense  delight^^succeeded  by  pain  almost  as 
liTely,  when  the  planVas  unfolded  to  him.  The  physician  pp^ 
scribed  sea-air  for  lus  health,  and  a  visit  to  Europe — a  Scottish 
uniyersity — ^were  the  bright  realizations  of  many  a  boyish  dream 
and  studenMonging.  fliil  preparations  were  hurried,  the  pro- 
pitious season  for  making  the  voyage  beings  already  far  advanced. 

He  looked  still  unfit  for  travel,  when  he  dismounted  at  the 
Hale's  door,  the  evening  befoi:e  he  was  to  set  off.  His  calls  to 
them  had  been  regular,  but  short,  eince  he  quitted  their  hospita- 
ble abode;  his  conduct  was  unaltered  from  the  frank  friendliness 
of  yore.  This  afternQpn,  he  was  pale  and  depressed.  Mark  and 
Bessy  did  not  remark  *  audibly  upon  this,  for  they  had  seen  him 
pass,  at  mid-day,  on  his  way  to  Mr.  Selden's,  and  respected,  while 
they  pitied  the  sorrow  that  bore,  with  crvteA  weight,  upon  his 
young,  loving  heart.  They  understood,  better  than  he,  the 
impulse  that  caused  him  to  hold  Kitty  so  closely  to  him,  as  i^e  sat 
on  his  knee,  to  press  his  lips  repeatedly  to  her  soft  curls — so  like 
those  that  clustered  upon  another  head  I  Their  sympathies 
wanted  no  educational  polish  to  teach  them  the  mysteries  of  affec- 
tion, the  voiceless  yearning  of  the  lonely  spirit,  which  clasped  its 
tendrils  around  whatever  was  near  and  invited  it  to  cling. 

The  setting  sun  poured  a  golden  stream  over  the  figures  of  the 
youth  and  the  child,  her  eyes  brimming  with  wonder  and  sorrow, 
because  in  his  she  read  a  melancholy  meaning  that  passed  her 
comprehenfflon. 

"  An^  Kitty  will  forget  me,*'  he  said,  by  and  by,  ceasing  the 
conversation  relative  to  his  journey  and  designs,  for  the  ensuing 
year,  which  he  was  forcing  himself  to  carry  on  with  her  parents. 

"  No,  no  I''  she  said,  earnestly,  throwing  an  arm  about  his 
neck.    "  I  can  remember  ever  so  long — forever  and  a  day  I'' 
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**  Yoa  caagbt  that  sajing  from  Aunt  Bab,''  he  answered,  smi- 
ling.  ''  I  shall  be  gone  a  whole  year  and  a  half,  Kitty — ^maybe 
more.  A  great  many  things  may  happen  in  that  time.  I  shall 
find  you  here,  when  I  return  ?''  he  subjoined  to  Mark,  more  in 
assertion,  than  inquiry.  ^ 

"  Perhaps  so,"  was  the  graye  reply.  "  We  have  feared,  some- 
times, that  we  hare  not  judged  for  the  best,  in  choosing  this  home, 
but  it  is  the  only  one  we  have,  at  present,  or  can  have,  for  a 
twelvemonth,  at  least.  .  You  know  the  old  proverb — *  A  rolling 
stone  gathers  no  moss.'  I  would  not  desert  a  location  that 
promised  anything  like  a  support,  under  a  two  years'  trial" 

"Your  prospects  are  fair,  are  they,.not?"  asked  Malcolm, 
quickly. 

'*  They  are  not  dark,"  answered  Mark,  evasively. 

Malcolm  looked  uneasy,  "  I  wish  I  could  do  away  with  any 
unpleasant  feeling  that  the  conduct  of  oth^ers  may  have  engen- 
dered in  your  mind,  could  persuade  you  how  idle  are  any  fore- 
bodings, on  that  account;  yet,  perhaps,  these  are  best  dismissed 
by  a  prudent  silence.  Believe  me  in  one  thing,  however.  My 
father  is  your  friend,  and  you  will  shortly Jiave  a  token  of  his 
good-will,  which  I  beg  you  to  accept,  if  you  desire  to  make  me 
happy.  Recollect-,  that  were  all  that  I  ever  expect  to  own,  yours, 
and  myself  your  bondsman,  I  would  stUl  be  your  debtor.  And, 
promise  me  faithfully  and  solemnly,  that  should  anything  occur  in 
my  absence,  that  would,  if  I  were  here,  afford  me  a  chance  that 
I  dearly  covet — ^that  of  serving  you — ^you  will  apply  to  ma  by 
letter.    Here  is  my  address." 

They  promised.    His  earnestness  left  no  room  for  denial. 

Hands  were  pressed  ;  kind  wishes  said  for  his  pro^rous  jour- 
neyings  and  safe  return,  he  tried  to  articulate  again  his  gratitude 
for  their  many  benefits — and  little  Kitty,  standing  on  the  door* 
steps,  watched  him,  through  her  tears,  ride  slowly  away  in  the 
yellow  sunset. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

As  his  son  had  promised,  Mr.  Argjle  soon  dispatched  a  special 
commaDication  to  his  tenant.    Mr.  Sancroft  was  its  bearer. 

**  Don't  let  me  disturb  jon,  Mrs.  Hale  I"  he  said  to  Bessj,  who 
wonld  have  left  the  room  to  him  and  Mark.  '*  What  I  have  to 
Bay  concerns  yon,  madam.  The  Inck  of  one's  husband  mnst 
interest  the  wife.  It  is  qneer,  how  in  this  world  of  ours,  one 
man's  bane  is  another  man's  meatr-to  quote  a  renerable  saw,  Mr. 
Hale.  Who  could  have  guessed  that  what  everybody  else 
reckoned  a  calamity— namely — ^Mr.  Malcolm  Argyle's  fall  from 
his  horse,  close  to  .your  door,  injuring  him  for  life,  it  maybe, 
would  yet  be  a  stroke  of  good  fortune  to  you,  my  dear  sir  ?  I 
dare  say,  .now,  that  the  idea  of  such  an  eyent  never  entered 
youp  mind,  Mr.  Hale — ^hey  ?" 

"  It  certainly  never  did,"  said  Mark,  with  dignified  composure. 
"  Mr.  Argyle's  misfortune  distressed  none  of  his  friends  more  than 
it  did  us." 

The  eyebrows  were  incredulous ;  then,  mockingly  respectful. 
The  feeling  does  you  honor,  Mr.  Hale.    I  shall  report  it, 
truthfully,  at  head-quarters,  sir." 

Mark  bit  his  lip  in  vexation  at  the  construction  put  upon  his 
reply ;  but  to  resent  it  would  be  a  recognition  of  the  agent's 
meaning  he  was  not  disposed  to  give. 

**  A  creditable  sentiment,  sir,  and  nothing  more  than  I  should 
have  expected  of  you.  I  am  pressed  for  time,  to-day,  Mi.  Hale, 
so,  if  yon  please,  we  will  now  proceed  directly  to  baBmeflBt" 
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"  Yoa  could  not  pleaae  me  better,''  Mark  was  bo  incaatioiis  as 
to  say. 

The  eyebrows  caught  at  the  nnfortanate  phrase. 

"  You  may  well  say  that,  Mr.  Hale,  and  I  honor  your  frank- 
ness in  not  feigning  unconsciousness  that  there  is  agreeable  intel- 
ligence in  store  for  you.  I  perceive  that  your  acuteness  has 
anticipated  the  nature  of  my  errand.  Indeed,  for  obvious  reasons, 
I  supposed  that  you  would  think  me  a  tardy  messenger.  You 
must  have  endured  an  uncomfortable  degree  of  suspense,  since 
receiving  the  hint  which  escaped  Mr.  Malcobn  Argyle,  when  he 
was  last  here.  It  was  indisoreet  in  him  to  refer,  in  explicit  terms, 
to  a  matter  that  wafi  then  so  uocertain  ;  but  he  is  hasty,  some- 
times, both  in  forming  attachments  and  engagements,  as  you  may 
have  observed,  Mr.  Hale.  I  see  that  you  are  all  impatience  to 
learn  the  whole  of  your  glad  tidings.  Mr.  Argyle,  Senior,  has 
understood  from  Ms  son  that'  you  think  the  rent  of  your  place 
extortionate  "-. — 

''  Sir  I"  ejaculated  Mark,  astounded. 

**  Have  patience,  my  dear  sir !    I  am  coming  to  the  point  "- 


"  Before  you  proceed  one  word  further,"  said  Marjc,  collecting 
his  senses,  '*  I  desire  to  state  distinctly,  that  I  never  expressed  or. 
implied  any  discontent  with  this  house  or  the  rent,  in  Mr.  Malcolm 
Argyle's  hearing." 

''  Is  it  possible  ?  Here  is  an  important  misunderstanding,  Mr. 
Hale." 

The  eyebrows  weighed  the  testimony  on  both  sides,  and  found 
Mark's  wanting.    The  mouth  said  the  same,  but  more  guardedly. 

"  Is  not  your  memory  treacherous  in  this  respect,  sir  7  Else, 
how  should  Mr.  Malcohn  Argyle  have  ascertained  the  amount  of 
your  houso-hire,  and  the  sum  you  have  expended  in  improve- 
ments ?" 

''  I  do  not  know,  indeed,  Mr.  Sancroft,  unless  from  yourself," 
returned  Mark. 
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**  Or  from  Mrs.  Hale  ''"-Wheeling  suddenly  toward  her.  "  So 
great  a  favorite  as  was  your  handsome  gnest  may,  natorally  and 
properly,  have  talked  oyer  family  affairs  with  yon,  my  dear  madam 
— hey.r' 

''  If  yon  call  my  husband's  word  in  question,  you  will  hardly 
helieveme  when  I  say  that  Mr.  Argyle  never  did  any  such  thing/' 
Bessy  said,  spiritedly.. 

"  Excuse  me,  Mrs.  Hale  I  Do  not,  my  good  lady,  be  oflFended 
with  one  who  wishes  yon  well,  and  who  is  the  bearer  of  pleasant 
news.  To  skip  this  point,,  or  to  takp  for  granted  that  the  young 
gentleman  was  mistaken  in  giving  you  as  his  authority  in  his 
altercation — I  should  have  said,  discussion — ^with  his  father  ;  Mr. 
Argyle,  Senior,  having  learned  of  your  impression  that  he  was 
dealing  hardly  by  you,  in  this  compact,  although  he  could  wish 
that  the  complaint  had  been  nmde  more  directly  to  himself,  is 
willing  to  overlook  this,  in  remembrance  of  your  gratuitous 
attentions  to  his  sick  son,  and  commissions  me  to  inform  you 
of  his  generous  intentions  in  your  behalf.  He  cannot  con- 
scientiously charge  a  lower  rent  for  your  commodious,  residence 
It  would  create  dissatisfaction  among  his  Other  tenants.  He  has 
the  right,  however,  to  confer  whatever  benefaction  he  wishes. 
Thtrtf&rty  without  tedious  formalities,  Mr.  Hale,  he  requests  me 
to  apprise  you  that  this  house  is  at  your  service — rent-free— for 
so  long  a  time  as  you  may  choose  to  occupy  it.  And  he  trusts 
that  the  debt  of  obligation,  which  you  may  justly  have  considered 
as  binding  upon  him,  through  the  accidental  circumstance  of  his 
son's  having  been  brought  in  here,  after  his  fall,  and  been  unable 
to  leave  for  several  weeks — ^he  hopes,  I  say,  that  this,  with  him, 
involuntary  indebtedness,  may  be  cancelled  by  his  gift.  A  noble 
offer — ^isn't  it,  Mr.  Hale  ?  It  is  entirely  in  consonance  with  the 
character  of  your  patron.  Exact  to  the  splitting  of  a  hair  in 
monetary  affairs — ^hard,  as  some  call  his  prompt  procedures — he 
is  yet  princely  in  his  liberality,  when  he  chooses  to  exercise  it. 
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• 

This  latest  instance  wUI  make  a  fine  noise  in  the  neighborhood, 
111  be  boond,  and  cannot  bat  serve  as  an  advertisement  for  your- 
self, Mr.  Hale.  Wonld  it  not  be  Well  for  y^a  to  mention' it,  ud 
add  yoor  thanks,  in  your  next  letter  to  Scotland  V  It  will  please 
Mr.  Malcolm  Argyle  to  learn  that  yon  are  aware  of  his  instramen- 
tulity  in  procuring  yonr  e^ccellent  fortnne.  I  take  it  for  granted 
that  yon  correspond  with  the  affectionate  young  gentleman — hey  ?" 

^*  You  take  altogether  too  much  for  granted  to-day,  sir — are 
going  ahead  entirely  too  fast,"  said  Mark's  firm,  decided  tones. 
"  If  Mr.  Malcolm  Argyle  made  the  representations  to  his  father 
which  you  hare  repeated,  I  do  not  care  to  thank  him  for  a  favor 
obtained  by  such  means.  If  he  did  not — and  allow  me  to  say, 
that  thk  is  the  most  reasonable  supposition,  in  my  opinion — ^the 
less  said  the  better.  To  your  '  patron,'  you  may  reply  that  I 
regret  extremely  the  sense  of  obligation  under  which  he  lies.  As 
I  told  him  myself,  when  his  son  was  carried  home,  we  did  all  that 
lay  in  our  power  for  the  poor  young  gentleman,  and  did  it  cheer- 
ftilly,  without  ever  one  thought  of  any  compensation,  except  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  him  weH  again.  Thus,  he  wUI  see,  that  it 
would  be  downright  dishonesty  in  me  to  receive  the  'gift'  he 
offers,  as  payment  for  our  services.  He  is  not  in  debt  to  us,  and 
please  Heaven  ^ — Mark  drew  up  his  stalwart  figure  and  looked 
the  independent  man  he  was — "  please  Heaven,  we  will  never  be 
in  his !" 

"  This  is  an  extraordinary  message,  Mr.  Hale.  Had  you  not 
better  take  time  and  reconsider  this  decision  1  Favors  like  these 
are  not  as  plenty  as  blackberries.  Po  not  throw  away  a  golden 
chance  of  bettering  your  fortune.  Mrs.  Hale,  will  you  not  use 
your  influence  with  him  V 

''  If  he  will  not  repeat  the  answer  you  have  just  had  without 
it,"  said  Bessy,  scornfully. 

"  My  dear  friends  1"  reasoned  eyebrows  and  lips,  in  measured 
time  and  perfect  unison,  "you  are  young  and  inconsiderate; 
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"  Good  day,  Mrs.  Hale  t"  said  the  agent,  bowing  himself  ont, 
with  a  serenity  truly  edifying  to  behold. 

"  Oh,  Mark  I  what  have  yon  done  ?"-  cried  Bessy,  clasping  her 
hands  in  fright — ^more  at  the  unwonted  excitement  of  her  hn£^ 
band,  than  any  definite  fear  of  consequences  from  his  high-handed 
measure. 

''Ordered  off  a  villain  who  insulted  me  by  questioning  my 
word  apd  unputing  despicaUe  motives  to  me,"  replied  he,  gloom- 
ily. **  There  is  something  at  the  bottom  of  all  this,  which  we  do 
not  see.  That  hound  never  yelped  in  that  style,  without  being 
set  on  by  his  master^    Yet  why  should  he  persecute  me?" 

''  It  sounds  very  foolish — ^the  idea  that  Mr.  Argyle  should  go 
out  of  his  way  to  annoy  you,  without  any  cause  for  hating  you," 
said  Bessy,  trying  to  reason  away  his  fancies  and  quiet  her  own 
misgivings.  ''  As  to  Mr.  Sancroft,  he  has  never  liked  us  sinoe  last 
Christmas,  when  Mr.  Malcolm  made  game  of  him  before  us. 
Somehow,  people  never  can  forgive  those  who  have  seen  them 
appear  ridiculoqs.  Then  he  and  Miss.  Barbara  are  always  at 
swords'  points,  and  her  liking  for  us  would  cause  him  to  slight  us. 
He  is  just  the  man  to  treasure  up  a  small,  mean  spite,  and  get  his 
revenge  in  whatever  manner  he  can.  You  have  not  courted  him 
either,  and  never  submitted  to  his  patronizing  ways,  as  he  ex- 
pected yon  would.  Don't  mind  him  1  that  is,  unless  you  find  that 
he  has  set  Mr.  Argyle  against  you,  and  I  cannot  see,  even  then, 
how  they  can  hurt  you." 

''  But  after  what  has  passed,  can  I,  ought  I  to  stay  here  ? 
Bessy  I  will  you  break  up  again  and  go  with  me,  to  seek  for  a 
home  ?" 

"  To-morrow,  if  you  wish  it,  dear  Mark  I" 

He  paused  in  his  walk  up  and  down  the  floor,  and  gazed  at 
her  with  a  saddened  tenderness. 

'*  I  believe  you,  darling  I  You  are  the  truest  wife  man  ever 
had.    We  have  been  here,  now,   a  year  next  month.     It  is 
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nard  to  tear  np  the  roots,  just  as  they  are  getting  hold  in  the 
earth  1'' 

".  Yon  told  young  Mr;  Argyle  that  you  would  give  the  place  a 
two  years'  trial,"  yentored  Bessy,  whose  woman's  heart  had 
learned  to  lore  this  home,  if  only  for  the  pains  it  had  cost  her  to 
make  it  comfortable. 

'*  I  did,  and  I  will  I  I  will  stay  here  until  I  am  driven  away. 
And  after  all,  what  a  fuss  we  are  making  orer  what  may  be  a  trifle  I 
I  lost  my  temper,  and  Bancroft  kept  his.  Mr.  Argyle  has  saved 
his  credit  for  generosity,  and  his  rent  besides,  and  Mr.  Malcolm 
will  think  me  perversely  proud  and  ungrateful  for  his  kind  inten- 
tions, ^ere  is  the  extent  of  the  mischief  done  I  I  am  too 
insignificant  a  mote  to  ofifend  the  laird's  eye,  now  that  his  son  is 
out  of  the  reach  of  my  influence ;  that  there  is  no  risk  of  his 
going  into  the  shoe  business,  or  elophig  with  you,  or  marrying 
Kitty.  And  the  young  ladies'  minds  are  similarly  reUered.  Mr. 
Argyle's  pleasure  at  my  refiisal  to  lessen  his  income  by  the 
amount  pf  my  rent,  will  prevent  his  kicking  me  out  of  the  house, 
because  I  invited  his  agent  to  leave.  Hurrah,  Bessy  I  while  I 
can  work,  and  custom  lasts,  we  will  stand  fast,  and  live  down 
pride  and  hatred.  The  winter's  trade  will  be  coming  in,  soon. 
It  ought  to  be  double  what  the  summer  brought,  and  if  it  is  no 
more,  we  can  Kve,  and  more  than  live." 

Confidential  as  were  Mr.  Argyle's  conferences  with  his  able 
tool,  they  were  suspected  and  watched  by  one  of  the  enemy's 
allies.  Miss  Barbara,  by  virtue  of  a  secret  warrant  from  Malcolm, 
took  the  liberty  of  iuterri^ting  the  Hales  concerning  the  pro- 
posal lately  submitted  to  them.  They  were  proof  against  her 
curiosity  at  first;  but  finally  surrendered  to  the  extent  of 
acquainting  her  with  Mr.  Sancroft's  behavior  and  Mark's 
resentment.  She  said  little ;  but  that  little  was  strong,  even 
for  her,  and  she  thought  a  deal  more.  That  very  night  she 
addressed  herself  to  the  arduous  compodtion  of  a  letter  to  her 
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"  boy."  By  dint  of  scrupnloosly  devoting  every  spare  minnteshe 
had  in  a  whole  week  to  the  undertaking,  she  accomplistied  a  minnte 
and  energetic  history  of  the  mysterious  occurrence.  This  was 
directed  to  Makolm,  and  committed  to  the  post  and  to  Providence. 

"  He  will  scorch  'em  I''  was  the  lullaby  with  which  her  imagi- 
nation rocked  "her  to  sleep,  for  several  nights  after  the  iniportant 
transaction. 

Many  weeks  must  roll  by,  ere  the  fiery  castigation,  so  con- 
fidently expected,  could  reach  the  offenders,  and  busied  with  prc-^ 
patations  for  the  fiftH  and  winter,  Miss  Barbara  had  scanty  sea- 
sons of  leisure  to  bestow  upon  her  young  friends,  "  down  the 
road."  She  was  glad  that  Bessy  did  not  apply  to  her  for  sewing, 
this  fall,  there  being  now  no  reason  why  the  seamstresses  athonte 
should  not  perform  their  lawful  share  of  work.  The  household- 
expenditures  underwent  inspection  weekly  from  the  master.  The 
account-books  of  housekeeper  a»d  overseer,  were  carried  on  Moo* 
day  morning  to  his  room  and  scanned  as  closely  as  if  millions  of 
pounds,  and  not  dozens  of  pence  were  at  stake. 

Mr.  Argyle  had  a  genius  for  petty  accumulation.  He  knew, 
to  an  ounce,  how  much  butter  should  be  made  from  a  certain 
number  of  gallons  of  milk  ;  to  a  day,  how  long  a  barrel  of  flour 
and  a  hundred  weight  of  bacon  ought  to  last.  This  foible,  as  is 
always  the  case,  increased  with  age,  and  this  winter  it  had  sun- 
dry aggravations,  that  rendered  him  absolutely  miserly.  What 
with  the  necessity  of  dressing  his  daughters,  as  other  ladies  of 
corresponding  rank  were  bedecked,  and  maintaining  abroad  a 
son,  who  would  not  live  as  his  father  had  done,  among  strangers, 
there  was  not  a  man  in  three  counties  wha  felt  poorer,  or  more 
miserable  in  his  poverty,  than  did  the  proprietor  of  the  splendid 
estate  of  Bon  Lomond.  Hitherto,  he  had  seldom  interfered 
openly  in  Miss  Barbara's  province.  Distrustful  he^-as,  as  avarice 
alone  can  make  one ;  but  he  found  it  hard  to  doubt  her  economy 
and  thrift,  her  fidelity  to  him  and  to  his. 
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them  poor,  dear  Hales,  that  Eleanor  and  Suucroft  has  taught 
him  to  hate  so !  The  harmless  creatvres  t  what  they've  ever 
done  to  make  enemies  of  any  of  our  folks,  it  beats  me  to  find  out  I 
Tears  like  people  never  can  abide  them  theyVe  tried  to  injure. 
Bat  if  yon  think  I'm  going  to  fall  in  with  such  nngratefnl  devices 
and  stinginess,  yon  are  vastly  mistaken  I"  She  shook  her  fist 
again.  ''  I'm  obliged  to  yon,  bat  my  heart  ain't  qnite  as  hard  as 
the  nether  millstone,  and  won't  be  before  next  week." 

The  sequence  of  this  soliloquy  was  a  visit  to  Mark's  cottage, 
after  sapper,  that  evening.  As  she  walked  down  the  lane  in  the 
moonlight,  she  reproached  herself  for  having  seen  so  little  of  these 
friends,  since  the  cold  weather  had  set  in. 

''Bat  I've  been  so  busy,  and  the  rheumatism  begins  to  plagud 
me  so,  that  I  couldn't  come  oftener/'  she  concladed,  truthfully ; 
''  and  they  don't  need  me  so  much  as  they  did  last  winter,  when 
they  knew  nobody  and  had  no  work." 

The  kitchen  was  bright  with  the  flame  of  a  lightwood  torch, 
fixed  on  the  inside  of  the  fireplace,  and  Bessy  sat  beneath  it 
with  her  needlework.  Ejitty  had  gone  to  bed,  and  Mark  was  in 
the  great  chair,  directly  opposite  the  fire.  His  attitude  and  coun- 
tenance struck  Miss  Barbara  instantly,  and  her  solicitude  pre- 
vented her  from  observing  that  Bessy  gathered  up  her  sewing  and 
threw  it  behind  the  dresser. 

"  What  sdls  you  7"  asked  the  visitor,  of  Mark,  disdaining  irre- 
levant preluninaries,  ''  Sit  still,"  for  his  effort  to  rise  was  evi- 
dently painful. 

"  A  touch  of  my  old  enemy — ^the  rheumatism,"  he  said,  trying 
to  smile. 

**  A  touch  I  I  should  say  it  was  a  smart  crack  !  When  was 
you  taken  ?" 

''  A  fortnight  ago  ;  but  I  am  worse  within  the  last  week." 

"  Why  <^dn't  you  send  for  me  ?" 

"  It  seemed  too  bad  to  trouble  you  in  the  hurry  of  your 
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winter's-  work,"  said  Besae.  "  We  have  hoped  every  day  that 
he  would  get  better.  He  had  one  long  spell  of  rheumatic  fever 
the  year'befwe  we  left  home  f  poor-  child  I  the  word  slipped 
naturally  from  her  tongne,  now  that  she  was  in  sorrow — ''  so  I 
knew  pretty  well  what  to  do  for  him.  I  soppose  that  in  a 
warmer  climate  there  is  less  fear  of  a  tedious  sickness.  He  will 
soon  be  about  again." 

Miss  Barbara  was  wisely  and  kinfly  dnmb  with  regard  to  a 
fonr  "  months'  boat"  of  hers,  to  which  she  was  fond  of  referring 
when  cases  of  protracted  sickness  were  npon  the  carpet. 

''  How^did  yon  g^t  it  ?"  she  inquired. 

''  I  was  caught  ii)  the  rain  on  my  way  home  from  Mr.  Anni- 
stead's,  where  I  ha4  been  to  carry  some  work." 

''  Haven't  been  able  to  do  a  stroke  since,  I  reckon  T' 

"  Not  a  stitch." 

Mark  colored  in  pronouncing  the  last  word,  And  glanced  from 
his  crippled  hands  to  his  wife^s.  There  was  melancholy,  though 
unconscious  significance  in  the  look,  and  Miss  Barbara  would 
have  interpreted  ft  rightly  had  she  noticed  Bessy's  occupation  at 
her  entrance.  To  end  the  awkward  pause,  she  opened  the  basket 
leJie  had  brought. 

**  You  are  an  angel.  Miss  Barbara  I"  exclaimed  Bessys,  with 
starting  tears.  Elijah  never  greeted  the  ravens  with  a  more 
grateful  heart. 

Miss  Barbara  laughed — a  dry,  hoarse  chuckle,  that  seemed  to 
rattle  her  bones. 

'^  An  odd-looking  angel,  dear!  I^air  of  chickens — sausage — 
eggs" — setting  them  upon  the  table.  "Honey  for  the  baby — 
bless  her  heart  I  I'm  sorry  she's  asleep.  Sugar — ^tea — ^I  sent  to 
Minor's  store  for  that  to-day,  so  I  know  it's  fresh.  Pot  of  jam 
— ^blackberry,  and  mighty  wholesome  for  Mousey.  Pot  of  cur* 
rant  jelly  ;  stir  a  spoonfed  in  a  glass  of  water  and  there's  nothing 
tastes  nicer,  if  you  are  feverish,  Mr.  Hale.    A  dozen  applet— and 
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them  70a  can  roast  if  70a  like,  sir  ;  th^'re  downright  ncoriahiiig 
eaten  that  way — and  that's  aU.    Wish  it  was  twice  aa  mneh." 

''How  conld  yoQ  briag  that  load  all  the  way  from  Ben 
Lomond  ?''  asked  Bessy. 

"  Pooh,  child  1  I  am  as  strong  as  an  elephant.  When  one 
arm  got  tired,  I  took  the  basket  <»  the  other.  There^s  a  lesson 
for  yon  to  remember,  while  yoor  hnsband  is  complainiBg.  Yotf 
most  pick  np  spirit,  and  take  all  the  weight  yon  can  off  of  Urn/' 

She  sat  down  with  her  knitting,  and  Bessy  reluctantly  resumed 
her  needle.  She  selected  the  least  remarkable  portion  of  the  gf^ 
ment  she  was  patting  together ;  but  Miss  Barbara  was  quick  to 
note  that  it  could  belong  to  none  of  the  household. 

**  Taking  in  sewing  again,  I  see." 

"Yes,  ma'am.'' 

"  Where  from  ?" 

"It  is  for  one  of  Mr.  Slocum's  men."    . 

"  Wish  he  had  fifty,  instead  of  two  I 

"That  sounds  mercenary  from  you,"  said  Mark,  rallying  his 
spirits.    "  I  never  suspected  you  of  fortune^unting  before." 

"  Konsense  1" 

But  the  faded  lips  achieved  soinething  like  a  pout,  and  she 
tossed  her  head  as  coquettishly  as  Jessie  would  have  done  in  her 
place.  No  woman  likes  to  be  set  outside  of  Love's  lists,  unless 
by  her  own  choice,  and  then,  the  practicability  of  her  re^trance, 
at  will,  is  ever  a  pleasing  theme. 

"  It's  a  mighty  slim  market  a  fortin-huntcr  would  find  in  him 
and  his  farm,  with  his  five  no-account  negroes  I  But  the  fellow's 
heart  is  nigher  the  right  place  than  that  of  many  a  man  who 
thinks  himself  his  better.    I'll  say  that  for  him  I" 

She  stayed  with  them  until  her  early  bed-time,  and  took  her 
leave  with  many  an  injunction  of  cheer  and  caution;  promising  to 
Jaappen  in,  every  chance  she  could  get,  and  see  how  they  were 
getting  on. 
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\  And,  as  she  trudged  the  half  mile  thai  lay  betweeQ  thc^  and 
Ben  LonKttd,  haunted  by  the  memory  of  the  anzioas  eyes  and 
toiling  Rogers  of  the  yonng  wife,  she  wondered  if  she  were  not 
more  happy,  in  her  singlehood  and  isolation,  than  were  they,  each 
bearing  the  burden  of  the  other's  care^ 

*'  Onr  Heavenly  Father  sent  her,  darling  1"  said  Xark,  thank- 
fully, drawing  his  wife's  weaiy  head  to  his  bosom.  ''  It  may  b<i 
the  forerunner  of  other  and  greater  blessings.  It  certainly 
reminds  im  that  those  who  trust  in  Him  shall  neyer  be  utt^ly 
east  down/' 
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OHAPTER  X 

Thb  'N&w  Year  found  Maxk  confined  to  his  bed,  and  in  charge 
of  the  doctor.  He  was  loath  to  call  him  in  ;  but  Miss  Barbara 
and  Bessy  insisted  that  it  would  be  the  wisest  economy  to  use 
every  means  of  recovery  that  he  could  employ.  Dr.  Chase 
grumbled  that  the  delay  in  summoning  him  might  prove  a  for- 
midable obstacle  in  the  way  of  his  success,  and  then,  after  a 
private  hint  from  Miss  Barbara,  to  the  effect,  that  he  ''needn't 
stint  in  medicine  ^nd  visits,  for  fear  that  he  wouldn't  be  paid,"  he 
went  to  work  ^Imast  as  earnestly  as  if  his  case  had  been  a  gentle- 
man and  not  a  common  "  person." 

The  Hales  had  expended  thejr  summer's  savings  in  the  payment 
of  the  last  quarter's  rent,  endi^  in  November,  and  in  procuring 
the  actual  necessaries  of  life,  during  the  earlier  stages  of  Mark's 
sickness.  For  bresid  for  herself  and  child,  and  the  modicum  of 
more  delicate  food,  demanded  by  her  husband's  situation,  Bessy 
now  toiled  assiduously.  Their  honest  pride  would  not  permit 
them  to  divulge  the  extremity  of  their  need,  even  to  the  staunch 
friend  Miss  Barbara  was  constantly  showing  herself  to  be.  They 
had  never  begged  directly  or  by  implication,  and  they  agreed,  in 
this  disastrous  day,  that  they  w^uld  undergo  starvation  rather 
than  subsist  upon  charity  thus  obtained.  Miss  Barbara  took  care 
that  they  should  never  be  without  something  to  eat  in  the  house  ; 
but  her  resources  were  far  from  being  abundant,  and,  with  increas- 
ing uneasiness,  she  began  to  foresee  the  time  when  she  should 
have  done  her  all  for  them.    She  might,  indeed,  have  eluded  Mr. 
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Argyle's  lynx  eyes,  by  &Ise  entries,  and  secret  appropriations,  iiad 
her  integrity  been  less  rigid  ;  bat  this  was  never  tbonght  of— no  I 
not  as  a  last  resource.  Once  in  a  whOe,  she  sncceeded  in  pro- 
caring  tnore  work  for  Bessy,  from  qoarters  inaccessible  to  the 
seamstress,  although  as  she  herself  seldom  went  from  home,  her 
sphere  of  this  kind  of  action  was  drcnmseribed.  Bha  imagined, 
besides,  that  the  ladies  to  whom  she  applied  were  careless  or 
unwilling  to  grant  her  request,  and  it  was  too  palpabla  that  what 
she  got  was  given  to  her  as  a  personal  favor,  and  not  to  the 
needy  woman. 

This  was  not  an  idle  fancy.  The  Hales  toere  unpopular  in  their 
neighborhood,  and,  singular  enough,  rich  and  poor  avoided  them 
for  the  same  reason.  "  They  were  abote  their  station  ;  vulgar, 
pushing  people,  who  ought  tobe  taughtwhere  their  level  was." 
Scarcely  one  of  those  who  held  and  promulgated  this  theory, 
could  have  stated  his  or  her  authority  for  its  belief;  only  that 
"everybody  sud  so,"  and  "it  was  reported  that  they  had 
"behaved  with  shameful  impertinence  and  ingratitude  toward  Mr. 
Argyle's  family  and  Mr.  Bancroft."  And  forthwith  the  strangers, 
orderly  and  industrious  as  they  had  appeared  in  times  past,  to 
unprejudiced  sight,  became  smoke  in  plebeian  eyes,  an  offence  to 
patrician  nostrils.  In  palliation  of  the  prevailing  neglect  of  a 
suffering  neighbor — disliked  though  he  might  be — ^we  must  remark 
that  destitution  was  then,  as  it  is  now,  so  unusual  in  southern 
rural  districts,  that  its  existence  was  never  supposed,  until  thrust 
upon  the  attention  of  the  wondering  inhabitants  by  glaring  facts. 
Then,  too,  the*  country  was  sparsely  settled,  and  the  secluded 
habits  of  the  northern  family,  joined  to  their  want  of  any  means 
of  conveyance  from  place  to  place,  had  prevented  their  peculiar 
circumstances  from  being  generally  understood.  If  the  small 
farmer,  near  by,  heard  that  the  shoemaker  at  "  Argyle's  cross 
roads  "  was  sick,  he  gave  his  custom  to  the  nearest  colored  man 
who  plied  the  trade,  and  took  no  further  thought  about  th« 


184.  KSMES^IS. 


% 


matter..  Wheu  b^  had  tbo.  rhj^iuuiitisiQt  ji6  kj  around  the  honse, 
and  enjoyed  what  ease  the  disease  left  him  at  liberty  tO  take. 
The  cattle  were  cared  for  ;  ditto  the  negrof^  ;  ditto  the  winter's 
sapply  oi  wood,  corn,  and  bacon*  That  any  man  in  a  Christian 
land  should  want  any,  much  less  all  of  these,  was  a  problem  as. 
nnknown,  not  to  say  nnsolyed  by  him,  as  was  the  fEuoine  amongst 
the  canaille,  to  the  French  princess,  who  ^*  would  be  willing-  to 
eat  bread  instead  of  cake,  sooner  than  starve.-' 

There  was  one  partial  exception  to  this  rule  in  Mr.  Slocum. 
But  for  his  thoughtful  kindness,  oar  emigrants  must  have  frozen, 
if  not  staryed|,in  that  hard  winter.  H^  knew  less  of  their  con 
dition  than  did  Miss  Barbara;  yet,  having  an  indistinct  idea  thai 
sick  men  could  not  work,  and  that  women  were  weaker,  than  well 
men,  he  sent  weekly  a  lo^  of  wood,  which  his  man  had  orders  to 
cut,  split,  and  pile,  wherever  it  woujd  be  most  convenient  for  Mrs 
Hale  to  have  it.  So  far  from  cherishing  any  grudge  against 
them  for  their  former  preference  for  the  Ben  Lomond  dairy  above 
his,  he  put  'PoUo  again  upon  his  old  beat,  and,  in  all  weathers, 
the  boy  trotted  every  day,  over  the  mile  of  muddy  or  frozen 
ground,  with  a  pail  of  milk  for  Kitty.  Whether  or  not,  these 
acts  of  unostentatious  beneficence  induced  Miss  Barbara  to  look 
more  benignantly  upon  her  suitor,  surely,  One  who  could  read  the 
heart  incased  in  that  ungainly  shell,  saw  the  merciful  deed,  and 
remembered  him  for  good.  These  were  the  only  gleams  of  light 
from  without.  Love  divine,  and  the  human  affection  of  the 
parents  and  child,  supplied  whatever  else  of  brightness  there 
was  in  the  shadowed  household.  It  is  trying  to  the  most 
resigned  to  lie  useless  and  helpless  upon  his  couch  of  languishing, 
set  carefuUy  without  the  thronged  path  of  busy  life ;  yet  with  its 
din  penetrating  his  ears ;  its  rash  and  whirl  jarring  his  ner\^  ; 
even  if  he  can  be  spared  from  the  battle-field.  But  to  know 
that  with  every  minute  of  inaction,  are  passing  retumless  oppor- 
tunities of  acquiring  comfort  and  honor ;  to  be  tended  through 
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dee}iks8  TigiliB  and  dayS  of  pain,  by  Penniy  and  Disgrace — gaunt, 
inexorable  handmaids,  ready  to  pooiiee  npon  all  that  he  held 
precious — ^this  was  poor  Hale's. fate. . 

And  so  one  sad  day  was  added  to  another,  and  the  toilsome 
weeks  grew  into  thQ  months  that  were  bringing,  all  too  fast,  the 
dreaded  pay-day,  for  Which  there  was  no  provision  made.  It 
f^peors  strange  that  this,  the  most  threatening  cloud  that 
brooded  npon  the- spirits  of  her  friends,  never  onot>  crossed  Miss 
Barbara's  mind.  If  she  ever  reflected  npon  the  subject,  it  was 
in  the  supposition  that  Mark  had,  in  confonnity  with  the  custom 
of  that  country,  hired  the  cottage  by  the  year.  The  bit  of  sharp 
practice  on  ibe  part  of  Mr.  Sancroft,  which  prevented  unsafe 
arrears,  by  demanding  quarterly  instahnents,  was  a  novel  ar- 
rangement in  the  vicinity,  a  fact,  of  which,  as  may  be  supposed, 
Mark  was  ignorant  whien  the  bai^gain  was  made.  The  benevo- 
lent spinster  had  her  own  distractions,  too,  just  then.  Her  letter 
to  Malcolm  remained  unanswered,  and  tired  of  inventing  excuses 
*  to  herself  for  this  delay,  she  had  determined  to  write  again  to  jog 
his  memory,  when  her  thoughts  w^re  called  off  in  another  direction. 

She  had  but  one  near  relative  in  the  world  ;r  an  older  sister, 
who  had  married  thirty  years  before,  and  removed  to  the  western 
part  of  the  State,  then  a  wilderness,  filled  with  fabulous  dangers 
to  the  imaginations  of  dwellers  in  the  east.  Ten  years  of  sQence 
between  the  sisters  had  begotten  in  Miss  Barbara's  mind  a'con- 
viction  of  the  other's  death.  It  was  like  a  voice  from  the  spirit- 
land  when  she  received  a  letter,  penned  in  a  trembling  and 
unpractised  hand,  from  the  long-lost  relation,  representing  herself 
as  being  in  a  hopeless  declme,  surrounded  by  few  outward  com- 
forts and  fewer  friends,  and  pining  to  see  and  bless  her  sister  once 
more,  before  closing  her  eyes  upon  earth. 

Miss  Barbara  commenced  packing,  without  stopping  to  refold 
the  letter  ;  crammed  the  small  trunk  she  judged  to  be  sufficiently 
commodious  for  her  wants ;  snapped  to  the  hasp  and  pocketed 
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the  key ;  counted  her  not  large  board  of  money  into  a  stont 
buckskin  purse,  and  pocketed  that,  before  she  said  a  word  to  a 
living  soul  of  her  contemplated  journey.  Then  she  went  in 
search  of  Mr.  Argyle.  He  was  at  the  8he^)-pen  with  the  over- 
seer; and  leaning  on  the  top  rail,  his  jaw  hanging  as  usual,  was 
Mr.  Slocum,  quite  at  his  ease.  True,  Mr.  Argyle  regarded  him 
less  than  he  did  the  most  indifferent  woolly  coat  in  the  flock,  and 
Frisbie,  although  kindly  disposed  toward  his  inoffensiTe  associate, 
often  barely  concealed  his  impatience  at  having  him  **  hanging 
around,  when  h&'d  better  be  at  hame,  spiering  after  his  ain 
gear/'  In  her  excitement,  Miss  Barbara  <Md  not  observe  him,  or 
indeed  anything  else,  beside  the  person  whom  she  had  come  to 
seek.  In  her  terse  style,  she  communicated  the  news  of  the 
summons  she  had  had,  and  her  resolution  with  regard  to  it. 

She  was  not  disappointed,  still  less  was  she  shaken  by  the 
laird's  attempted  dissuasion.  The  distance,  the  roads,  the  dearth 
of  public  conveyances,  the  weather,  the  fatigue,  and  risk  to  a 
person  of  her  age  and  inexperience  in  travelling,  the  impro- 
bability that  she  would  find  her  sister  alive  when  she  reached  the 
place  of  her  residence ;  these  objections  Miss  Barbara  spumed, 
like  so  many  pebbles,  from  her  path.  He  took  a  higher  tone, 
and  declaring  flatly  that  she  could  not  be  spared  froln  home, 
informed  her  that  .if  she  persevered  in  her  crazy  scheme,  she  must 
seek  out  the  ways  and  means  for  its  accomplishment  herself.  No 
horse  or  servant  of  his  should  render  her  any  assistance. 

"  I'll  go,  for  all  that  I"  she  said,  stamping  her  foot,  k  la 
Oalileo,  and  turning  to  leave  him. 

She  had  gone  about  twenty  yards,  when  she  heard  a  shufiimg 
tread  in  pursuit ;  then,  a  husky  cough,  that  solicited  her  notice. 
She  faced  right  about,  so  squarely,  that  her  admirer,  puffing 
already  with  the  swift  gait  at  which  he  had  been  compelled  to 
move  to  overtake  her,  could  only  stand  and  pant ;  his  eyeb  roll- 
ing and  his  jaw  swinging  more  loosely  than  ever. 
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"  WeU  I"  said  Miss  BarbarA/bluntly,  "  speak  out !" 

''  I've  got  a  gig — and  a  horse— and — ^and — I  was  meaning  fat 
to — I  was  intending  all  along — to  go  over  the  mountains,  myself, 
about  this  week  or  next.  It's  cold  travelling,  I  know,  and  the 
gig  is  open — ^but  shawls  and  blankets  and  hot  bricks  " 

Here  the  engine  gave  out,  and  Miss  Barbara  stood  and  looked 
at  him. 

"  Anything  in  the  shape  of  a  decent  man,  that  can  hold  the 
reins  and  his  own  tongue  I"  Such  were  her  deliberations.  "  I 
don't  know  but  he  will  suit  better  for  being  such  a  ninny.  I  can 
manage  lutn.  He's  a  good-hearted  goose,  anyway.  I'U  go  I" 
she  said  aloud,  "  and  much  obliged  to  you,  too  I" 

"  When  r' 

"  To-morrow  morning — ^if  you  can  be  ready  so  soon.'' 

"  To  be  sure  I  can  I"  he  said,  with  surprising  alacrity,  and  they 
walked  away  in  opposite  directions.  Ids  heart  so  jubilant  with  the 
joy  of  anticipation,  that  it  drowned  the  voice  of  conscience,  accu 
sing  him  of  the  only  downright  lie  he  had  told,  within  his  recol- 
lection, for  as  the  intelligent  reader  has  surmised,  he  had  no  more 
idea,  an  hour  previous,  of  visiting  the  Blue  Bidge,  than  of  under- 
taking an  expedition  to  the  lunar  mountains. 

"  Mr.  Slocum  I" 

She  was  retracing  her  steps.  Had  she  reconsidered  the  mat- 
ter 7  A  cold  sweat  broke  out  all  over  him,  and  his  great  feet 
overlapped  each  other,  more  awkwardly  than  was  customary  even 
with  them)  afi  he  tried  to  meet  her. 

"  I  was  thinking  " 

"  I  was  afraid  so  I  It's  always  the  way  with  me  I"  groaned 
poor  Slocum,  inwardly. 

"  I  was  thinking,"  said  Miss  Barbara,  looking  troubled,  "  that 
those  good  folks,  the  Hales,  may  not  get  on  so  well,  for  our 
being  away.  'Spose  we  do  what  we  can  to  make  them  comfort- 
able, before  we  go.    A  couple  of  loads  of  wood,  and  leaye  orders 
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that  the  milk  shall  be  sent  regular.    You  nnderstand  ?    And 
m  make  up  a  basket  of  things  for  'cm  to-day.'' 

"  TJm,  hum  I"  he  nodded,  too  happy  in  this-  jellef  of  his 
fears  to  speak  plainly. 

That  night,  Bessy  wrote  a  letter  at  her  husband's  dictation,  to 
Malcolm  Argyle.  He  was  the  only  plank  between  them  and 
ruin.  Pay-day  would  be  upon  them  before  he  could  possibly  get, 
much  less  answer  the  call  they  had  promised .  to  make,  in  the 
event  of  any  strait'  which  he  could  enlarge,  flow  lijltle  liad  tl\ey 
then  anticipated  an  emergency  like  this  I  Their  hope  was  that 
Mr.  Sancroft  would  not  esteem  it  worth  while  to  eject  them  at 
the  expiration  of  the  term  ;  that  past  punctuality  would  be  some 
security  for  future  payment.  It  showed  their  just  appreciation 
of  the  man,  that  neither  of  them  ouce  suggested  an  appeal  to 
his  humanity.  Be  had  never  been  ne&r  them  since  Mark  had 
declared  non-intercCurse.  His  November  collection  was  made 
through  his  son,  a  lad  of  sixteen,  already  the  confidential  book- 
keeper in  a  neighboring  store,  and  a  promising  follower  in  his 
father's  footsteps,  so  far  a^  unblushing  assurance  and  devotion  to 
gain  went. 

Bes^  wrote  silently  all  that  Mark  wished  to  say.  It  was  a 
calm  statement  of  their  impoverished  condition,  ending  with  a 
reference  to  the  pledge  Malcolm  had  asked  and  received  at  part- 
ing, and  an  engagement  that  whatever  aid  he  might  extend  to 
them,  in  their  need,  would  be  considered  as  a  sacred  loan,  to  be 
repaid  with  the  return  of  health  and  custom.  It  was  directed 
and  sealed,  a&d  Bessy  laid  it  aside,  to  take,  on  the  morrow,  to 
"  the  store/'  where  the  post-office  was  also  kept.  Mark's  bed 
had  been  removed  into  the  larger  and  warmer  room,  and  he  bad 
not  left  it  now  for  some  weeks.  The  masses  of  his  brown  hair 
were  very  dark,  by  contrast  with  the  face  they  shaded,  and  the 
eyes,  once  so  full  of  hope  and  life,  were  sunken  and  dimmed. 
Instead  of  the  frank,  buoyant  expression  that  used  to  impress  the 
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beholder  ^with  an  insimctive  perception  of  the  energy  and  san 
goine  temperament  of  the  man,  there  waa  now  a  patient  sweet- 
nesa  that  told  of  resignation  to  trids,  that^were  jet  eating  into 
his  soul. 

Bessy  took  np  her  needle  again.  It  w^s  their  sole  dependence, 
and  in  its  slendemess  and  brittleness  was  a  fit  type  of  the  pre- 
carions  nature  of  that  papport.  The  drooping  head  mu^  bend 
oyer  it,  for  hoars  to  come,  ere  its  need^  rest  was  sought.  Mark's 
.regards  were  fastened  upon  his  wifo^yeamlngly.  The  sharpest 
thorn  in  his  pillow  waff  the  sight  of  her  priyations  and  drudgery, 
and  the  recollection  that  it  was  endured  for  him.  She  did  not 
repine  aloud.  Her  toice  was  gentle  to  Kitty  ;  yet  more  tender 
to  him.  The  playful  humor  that  had  made  more  merry  their 
prosperous  days,  was  not  wanting  now  to  beguile  him  from 
.  thoughts  of  pain  and  weariness,  and  as  she  went  about  the  house, 
busied  in  domesUc  duties,  she  sang,  bs  she  had  erer  done— no  one 
>  but  hiiAself  could  dream,  with  what  an  aching  heart.  He  could 
not  ask  her  to  forbear  this  hardest  effort  of  loving  deceit ;  but, 
sometimes,  he  turned  his  face  to  the  wall,  and  fairly  wept,  as  the 
blithe  carol  was  borne  to  his  ears  from  the  adjoining  room.  She 
believed  that  he  had  fallen  .asleep  now,  for  his  face  was  in 
shadow,  and  the  gloom  she  fought  with^  when  it  would  enfold 
him  with  her,  under  its  wings,  brooded  over  her  features.  There 
were  lines  in  the  brow,  and  a  sullen  malignity  in  the  eye  that 
made  Mark  shudder.  The  pressure  that,  in  crushing  his  heart, 
filled  the  moral  atmosphere  with  fragrance,  was  extracting  poison 
from  hers.  If  she  would  speak,  and  tell  him  the  desperate 
thoughts  that  assailed  her  spirit — ^its  temptations,  to  hatred  nf 
:raan,  and  blasphemous  murmurs  against  her  God  I 

**  Bessy,''  he  said,  softly,  " what  are  you  thinking  of?"    • 

The  question  took  her  by  surprise. 

"  Of  you,  Mark." 

"  And  what  else  ?" 
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She  dashed  down  her  work,  and,  throwing  herself  opon  his 
bed,  broke  into  a  flood  of  stormy  sorrow,  the  current  so  long  and 
painfully  confined  to  fter  own  breast. 

"  What  have  you  done,  my  good,  precious  husband,  to  be  des- 
pised and  deserted  in  this  way  f — ^to  be  left  .without  a  single 
friend  except  your  wife  and  child?  You,  who  never  did  an 
unkind  or  a  dishonest  thing ;  who  have  always  tried  to  knake 
others  happy  I  No  man  can  point  his  finger  to  one  sin  you  ever 
committed ;  yet  if  you  were  the  worst  criminal  that  ever  lired, 
you  could  not  be  made  to  suiFer  more.  Oh  I  is  it  strange  that 
my  heart  breaks  when  I  think  of  it  ? — ^that  I  am  ready  to  curse  I 

the  ungrateful,  unfeeling  wretches  that  are  chasing  you  down, 
like  a  hunted  wild  beast  ?    I  hate  them  I    Oh  I  hov>  I  hate  ' 

them  1" 

''  Dear,  dear  B&ssy  \  poor  little  wife  I"  Mark  passed  his 
trembling  hand  over  her  head.    "  You  do  Iotc  me  I    I  cannot  | 

be  unhappy  when  I  remember  this,  and  it  is  never  forgotten. 
My  darling  is  worn  out  with  working  and  nursing,  and  this 
makes  her  see  things  differently  from  what  she  will  to-morrow 
morning.  It  is  not  man,  but  the  Lord,  who  has  laid  me  and 
kept  me  here,  Bessy.  Think  of  dear  Miss  Barbara,  and  of  Mr. 
Slocnm's  goodness.  No  one  else  knows  how  badly  off  we  are. 
And  who  can  tell  what  may  happen  in  our  behalf  in  six  days  f 
We  certainly  shall  not  starve  before  that  time,  for  the  stock  of 
provisions  our  Mend  left  with  us  this  afternoon  will  last  so  long — 
if  we  get  no  more.  Then  comes  the  crisis — ^pay-day.  Don't 
tremble  so,  dear  wife  I  It  is  better  to  look  the  monster  in  the 
eyes,  and  see  if  he  is  not  less  terrible  than  we  have  thought.  If 
we  have  no  money,  we  cannot  pay  the  rent.  There  is  no  disput- 
ing that.  Now,  Mr.  Sancroft  knows  that  the  law  hands  over  ray 
furniture  to  my  landlord,  in  case  I  fail  to  satisfy  him  in  any  other 
way.  The  furniture  is  here,  and  there  is  no  danger  of  my 
absconding  with  it  at  present" — smiling  at  the  melancholy  jost. 
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^'  What  can  he  gain  by  pressing  matters,  except  the  repntation 
of  having  cmelly  tamed  ont  a'  helpless,  sick  tenant,  who  pever 
tried  to  shirk  a  jnst  debt ;  bnt  only  asked,  like  the  servant  we 
read  of  in  the  Gospel' — '  Have  *patience  with  me,  «nd  I  will  pay 
thee  all  ?'  He  disHkes  me,  it  is  tme;  bnt  he  likes  popularity,  and 
80  sure  as  be  carries  ont  the  letter  of  the  law  against  me,  jnst  so 
certainly  will  his  reputation  suffer.  AH  men  feel  pity  for  the 
oppressed." 

**  *  And  on  the  side  of  their  oppressors,  there  was  power  P  "  said 
Bessy,  impressively. 

Mark  started  at  the  quotation,  and  his  brow  contracted  ;  then, 
recovering  himself,  he  proceeded  as  if  she  had  not  interrupted 
him  : 

''  So  you  see,  as  he  may  lose  something,  and  can  make  nothing 
by  severity,  he  will,  very  likely,  wait  a  month  or  more — ^perhaps 
another  quarter,  and  by  that  time  we  will  have  heard  from  young 
Mr.  Argyle.  Should  we  not,  and  no  other  alternative  should 
appear,  I  think  Mr.  Slocum  will  be  my  security,  although  I  would 
not  ask  it  of  him.  At  any  rate,  he  wiU  offer  bail  to  keep  me  out 
of  prison." 

''  Prison  T'  almost  screamed  Bessy.  "  Mark,  Mark  1  I  will  die 
before  they  shall  take'  you  there  7  Oh  I  is  the  law  so  cruel  as 
that  ?" 

''  Be  quiet,  dearest.  Better  men  than  I  have  spent  years  in 
jail,  and  their  children  have  gloried  in  it.  But  you  wHl  please 
understand,  Mrs.  Hale,  that  we  are  not  going  there  at  all — at 
least  not  for  this  offence.  Have  not  I  made  out  as  plain  a  caso 
as  Mr.  Bancroft's  eyebrows  could  have  done  ?" 

**But,  Mark,  it  ia  dreadful  to  think  of  your  being  at  the  mercy 
of  that  man  I" 

"  I  am  not,  Bessy  ;  !,  with  my  dear  ones,  am  in  the  hands  of 
the  merciful  Father."  He  looked  reverently  and  peacefully 
upward. 
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Bessy's  otII  spirit  goaded  her  on. 

''Is  it  meroifal  i&  Him  ta  rob  yco  of  one  comfort *^fler 
another ;  to  leave  yon  in  the  power  of  your  enemies— the  only 
enemies  you  have  in  the  world — ^and  call  away  the  fnends  whd 
might  have  helped  you,  at  the  very  time  when  you  most  needed 
them  f  2  feel  as  if  our  trouble  were  hedging  us  in  on  every 
side  ;  as  if  we  were  forgotten  by  the  God  whom  you  have  served 
so  well.  I  deserve  nothing  better  from  Him,  and  if  I  might  bear 
His  judgments  alone,  I  could  see  some  justice  in  it  all.  But  no  ; 
the  heaviest  burden  resta  upon  you.  I  cannot  endmcv  it  I  It 
cannot  be  right ;  it  is  ik^  mercifiol  I" 

"  Have  you  forgotten  so  soon,  Bessy  ?  *  Wait  on  the  Lord 
and  be  of  good  courage,  and  He  shall  strengthen  your  heart ;  wait, 
I  say,  on  the  Lord.'  If  we  could  see  the  meaning  of  His  deal- 
ings as  he  sends  them,  why  should  we  be  told  to  '  wait  ?' " 

Twixt  hope  and  fear  six  days  went  by — seven — and  the  Hales 
were  beginning  to  wonder  if  Mr.  Sancroft's  memory  had  not 
played  him  false  for  once,  where  lucre  was  involved,  when  the 
eighth  brought  his  smart  heir  and  factotum. 

More  laconically  than  his  su*e  would  have  done,  he  presented  his 
claim,  and  awaited  its  payment.  Mark  was  prepared  for  him, 
and  as  concisely  laid  before  him  the  existing  state  of  his  affairs 
and  his  proposed  compromise. 

"  Couldn't  think  oi  it,"  repUed  the  lad,  briskly;  "  It's  a  ticfcUsh 
business — this  credit  system.  Don't  believe  in  it  myself  ;  neither 
does  pa  ;  neither  does  Mr.  Argyle.  Pay,  or  be  sohl  out  and 
tramp.    Them's  my  orders." 

Mark's  wan  cheek  burned  at  the  impertinence ;  but  he 
restrained  himself  and  expostulated,  pomting  out  the  adi^tage 
that  his  landlord  might  find  in  waiting,  and  the  impossibility  that 
he  could  gain  anything  by  immediate  seizure  of  his  effects  and 
ejectment. 

"  There's  where  you're  mistaken,"  returned  the  clerk,  still  more 
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radelj.  "We  are  not  scared  sboat  the  quarter  that's  gone. 
Your  'duds'  here  wiH  cover  that."  He  walked  to  the  middle 
dooraod  glanced  into  the  other  room.  ''  Not  good  for  mnch  ; 
bat  we'll  take  them  and  say  dothing  aboat  the  deficiepcj.  Bat 
you  will  please  reeollect,  my  fine  fellow^  that  yon  are  boand  for 
the  next  three  months,  not  having  given  notice  that  yon  intended 
to  leave,  and  having  already  ovemm  your  time  by  a  conple  of 
days.  And  that  reminds  me  of  another  bit  of  a  docoment  I  have 
for  yon.    Vm  collector-general  for  this  region." 

He  tossed  a  folded*  dip  of  paper  on-  the  bed.  Mark  read  it 
calmly.  VDir.  Chase's  bill,"  he  said  to  his  wife,  who  watched  him 
in  speechless  terror  *'  I  did  not  expect  this  nntil  the  close  of  my 
illness,"  continued  he  to  yonng  Sancrofk.  ^*  I  have  no  funds 
with  whiph  to  meet  it."  .  " 

"  So  I  told  him,"  grinned  the  collector;  "  I  reckon  you  would 
not  have  been  blessed  with  a  sight  of  it  yet  awhile,  if  it  hadn't 
have  been  that  he  agreed  with  me.  He  cut  his  eye-teeth  about 
the  same  time  that  pa  did  his  ;  I  was  bom  with  mine,  I  reckon, 
for  I  never  saw  the  chap  yet  that  could  get  the  blmd  side  of  me 
in  a  bargain.  Heard  from  Malcol  ^  Argyle,  lately  ?  Maybe  he 
wooid  help  you  out  of  this  scrape." 

There  was  a  sinister  leer  in  his  face  that  both  husband  and 
wife  noted  ;  but  neither  had  the  steadiness  of  brain  to  ascribe  it 
to  any  other  cause  than  the  malicious  triumph  of  a  bad-hearted 
boy,  to  whose  ooarse  handling  their  case  had  been  committed, 
without  reservation. 

"  The  law  must  take  its  course,"  said  Mark,  his  native  dignity 
rising  to  sustain  him,  in  the  utterance  of  his  sentence. 

"  iJ'ye  know  what  that  is  ?"  queried  the  imp,  facetiously. 

"  Imprisonment,  I  suppose." 

"  Pre-zactly  !  I  say  I  you  don't  seem  to  mind  it  much.  Been 
there  before,  maybe  ?    When  will  you  be  ready  to  start  ?" 

"Not  before  to-morrow  noon.  What  is  the  distance  to  the  jail?" 
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''Twelve  miles — ^long  measure — and  the  mod  npto  the  hubs. 
Bat  eyerything  is  very  comfortable  after  yea  get  there.  Old 
Mammy  Faxton  keeps  the  tavern  at  the  comrt-honse,  and  the 
jail,  of  coarse.  Yoa'll  get  first-rate  fodder  and  lodgings,  at  the 
expense  of  the  coonty." 

"  My  wife,  and  child  can  go  with  me-^I  suppose  V 

"Why  yes  I  I  don't  see  why  they  shouldn't.  Yon  will 
have  to  pay  "Mammy''  for  their  feed,  I  reckon,  but  you've 
plenty  of  money,  so  you  won't  mind. that.  The  cart  will  hold 
you  all.  The  law  leaves  you  your  bed  and  yonr  tools.  Ton  can 
put  the  bed  in  the  bottom  of  the  cart,  and  go  quite  stylish-like-^ 
you  understand.  Your  tools  will  help  to  amuse  you,  until  you 
can  hear  from  your  brother  Malcolm.  Won't  h^  cuss,  iintil  ail's 
blue,  when  he  knows  whai  a  turn  I'm  serving  him,  in  l«ddng 
you  up — ^his  bosom  friend  ?  I  am  in  his  debt,  to  the  tune  of  a 
licking,  he  gave  me,  at  ^hool,  three  years  ago.  I  reckon  this 
will  pay  him  off,  tolerable  handsome." 

"  If  you  have  finished  your  business  with  me,  you  can  go  1" 
said  Mark,  pointing  to  the  door. 

The  lad  roared  with  wicked  merriment. 

"  Like  father — ^like  son  I"  you  think,  hey  f  You  ordered  him 
out,  and  don't  wAnt  to  be  backward  in  the  politeness  to  me  F 
And  our  turn  will  come,  to-morrow.  At ' noon'  you  said,  that's 
Massachusetts  Yankee  for  twelve  o'clock,  I  believe.  The  car- 
riage will  be  at  your  door,  punctual  1" 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

I 

Bbsst's  latest  gapplj  of  needlework  vas  from  Mr8..B]aiikeiip 
ship,  a  widow,  wlioee  farm,  of  some  fifty  acres,  adjoined  that  of. 
Mr.  QlociUD.  There  was  no  one  by  whom  the  bundle  could  be 
sent  that  day,  and  in  yiew  of  the  morrow's  changes,  it  was  necesh 
sarythat  the  finished  garment  shoidd^bi^  returned  withont  delays 

Leaving  Mark  in  charge  of  the  obedient,  and  devoted  Eatty, 
the'  wife  set  ont,  that  aftemoofi;  for  the  WQik. 
'    The  widow  examined  the  sewing,  critically,  found  fault  with  a 
button-hole,  and  reckoned  that  she  had  so  much  work,  she  thought 
she  could  afford  to  slight  all,  e3Ecept  wliatibe  '  quality '  gave  her. 

Bessy  made  no  reply. 

"  That  ain't  my  way  I''  continued  Mrs.  Blankenship,  fumbling 
in  her  bosom  for  her  purse.  "  I  heerd  that  you  got  your  livin' 
by  sewin',  and  'sposed  you'd  like  to  keep  a  customer,  so  long  as 
die  was  willLn'  and  able  fur  to  pay  you:  Twont  do  for  poor 
folks  to  take  on  airs,  as  I  told  Wss  Barbary,  when  I  promised, 
to  please  ber,  that  you  should  have  that  'ere  pair*  of  breeches  tB 
make.  You'D  find  it  up-hill  work,  settin'  up  for  a  grandee.  And 
another  piece  of  advice,  I've  got  for  you,  i^  this.  B'ar  in  mind, 
that  a  man's  book-lamin'  and  his  wife's  face  and  ladyfied  ways, 
woa't  put  bread  in  their  y6ung  one's  mouth.  Thar's  your  pay  1 
Goodness  me  !  You  needn't  snatch  my  hand  off  to  git  it, 
woman  !  And,  look  here,  I  don't  think  I'll  ever  have  no  moro 
work  for  you  I" 

The  latter  sentence  was  spoken  in  a  raised  voice,  to  reach  th» 
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ears  of  the  retreating  Bessy.  Mrs^  Blankenship  went  to  the 
window  to  watch  her,  as  dhe  walked  down  the  lane. 

"  A  forward,  flighty  hnssey  I''  she  said  to  her  daughter,  who 
had  sat  by  daring  the  interview.  "  It  did  me  good  to  take  her 
down  a  peg.  Did  yon  see  how  fierce  she  stared  at  me,  while  I 
was  talkin'7  Deliver  me  from  poor  white  folks!  Niggers  is 
twice  as  respectable." 

Bessy's  wrath  at  the  anproToked  insolt  offered  her,  carried  her 
on  very  rapidly  until  she  lost  sight  of  the  house  by  entering  the 
woods.  There  was  no  beaten  path,  and  every  footstep  disturbed 
the  rotting  masses  of  dead  leaves,  several  inches  deep.  There 
were  still  heaps  of  dry  ones  in  hoUows,  and  entangled  in. the 
bushes,  and  their  rustling  brought  the  recollection  of  the  gloomy 
November  afternoon,  when  the  strong  man,  so  feeble  now,  had 
set  her  down  amongst  them  and  welcomed  her  to  the  home  from 
which  they  were  to  be  ignominiously  driveA*-.  All  day,  she  had 
imprisoned  her  lamentations  in  her  heart ;  and  in  Mark's  presence 
she  must  contmue  to  perform  the  difficult  task.  She  had  no  tears; 
but  she  sobbed  until  she  was  exhausted,  instead  of  relieved,  pa  she 
sat  upon  the  mossy  roots  of  a  tree,  and  held  her  aching  temples 
tightly  between  her  pahns.  The  wind  sighed  past  her,  and  the 
branches  rocked  and  groaned  above  her  head.  She  recognized 
no  sympathetic  chord  in  the  mourning  of  Nature  over  its  dead 
Summer.  It  was  all  too  gay  and  joyous  for  her;  for  breeze,  and 
Ihe  pale  winter  sunlight,  and  leafless  boughs  were/ree,  and  he — 
their  Maker's  noblest  work — ^waa  not — perhaps  might  never  be 
again ! 

"  A  pleasant  day  for  the  season,  Mrs.  Hale  I" 

She  knew  the  intruder,  after  a  secotid  of  alarm  at  his  proximity 
and  address.  She  had  seen  him  repeatedly  in  close  attendaoce 
upon  Miss  Argyle,  walking  and  riding  by  the  cottage,  and 
learned,  from  Miss  Barbara,  that  he  was  a  Mr.  Moreau,  aad 
supposed  to  be  Eleanor's  most  favored  admirer.    He  was  equipped 
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''  Mj  ezaltcQ^  adidfaration  for  sach  chftrms ;  the  wafmth  of  my 

regard  for  their  owner,  giyes  me  the>ight " But  they  Wiere  at 

the  road. 

A  finice  diTided  it  from  the  woodfl»  aad  the  gentleman,  ranltuig 
oyer,  Offered  to  assist  his  compaAion.  She  refused,  by  a  negative 
gesture,  but  in  her  haste  and  eonfasionher-foot  slipped,  and  he 
caught  her  arm  to  save  her  from  falling. 

At  this  unlucky  moment,  S&rah,  the  principal  housemaid  at  Ben 
.Lptuond,  trotted  by  .on  horseback.  She  stared  broadly  and  sus- 
piciously at  the  pair — ^a  scrutiny  under  which  Bessy  f^t  herself 
blush  yet  more  deeply,  and  her  officious  cavalier  looked  foolish 
and  guilty.  The  intermption,  howerer,  refiered  her  of  his  further 
attentions. 

With  a  ''  Good  evening,  madam,"'he  whistled  to  his  dog,-  and 
struck  off  into  the  forest  ou  the  other  side  of  the  road. 

Sarah's  appearance  suggested  a  tram  of  thought  to  Bessy  that 
banished  the  tumultuous  emotion?  aroused  by  Mr.  Moreau's 
gallantries  and  the  woman's  peculiar  look.  Desperate  as  was  the 
exigency,  it  cost  hier  a  severe  and  prolonged  struggle  before  she 
could  .trample  personal  feeling  and  pride  under  foot,  and  resolve 
to  brave  her  husband's  disapprobation,  and  further  contumely  from 
the  family  whose  debt  of  gratitude  to  Mark  and  herself  had  been 
repaid  so  basely. 

Miss  Barbara's  absence  from  Ben  Lomond  would  have  been 
inconvenient,  in  any  circumstances  ;  but,  at  this  time,  it  seemed 
an  irremediable  misfortune.  Preparations  for  a  large  party  had 
been  commenced  before  her  departure,  and  the  invitations  sent 
out.  Jesme  had  cried  and  Eleanor  stormed  at  the  preposterous  idea 
of  allowing  a  dying  sister's  request  to  outweigh  their  will  and 
pleasure,  yet — as  we  have  seen.  Miss  Barbara  went  on  her  way, 
without  wavering.  She  represented  to  the  disconsolate  maidens, 
that  Miss  ^ancy  Wilkinson,  a  poor  and  distant  relation  of  the 
Seldens,  who  was  a  proficient  in  nice  cookery,  was  willing  and 
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coadjator  in- Sarah,  for  who6&  tutelage  in  this,  and  similar  branches 
of' the  fine.arts,-Mis8  Barbara  took  all  the  credit.  Finding  that 
she  had  reall j  left  them  in  the  Inrch,  Eleanor  decided  ^that  she 
oonld  not  do  better  ^an  to  follow  iier  advice,  and  Miss  Nancy 
was  installed  housekeeper,  pro  tempon, 

Hie  festive  eve  had  arrived,  and  with  it,  a  nnmi}er  of  gnests 
from  a  distance,  who  were. to  diete.at  Ben  Lom<md.  Eleanor 
had  Issn^d  her  last  energetic  orders  below,  mid,  in  the  hands  of  a 
maid  as  prompt  as  herself,  had  nearly  completed  her  evening  toi- 
let»  while  XJrsala,  jaded  already,  was  plodding  throngli  the  top- 
most row  of  Jessie's  curls.  The  elder  sister  was  in  an  mucmiable 
mood.  This  was  net  an  occnrrence  worthy  of  note  for  its  singo- 
Iflrity ;  yet  that  most  have  been  an  obstinate  fit  of  ill-hnmor  that 
conid  resist  tjie  pleasing  effect  of  the  reflection  in  he^  mirror,  coiv 
roborated  by  the  flattering  conmients  of  her  assistant.  Miss 
Argyle's  robe  was  of  gold-colored  brocade,  with  raised  figures  of 
black  ;  her  stomacher  of  point  lace,  and  her  raven  hair  adorned— 
not  hidden,  by  a  turban  of  yellow  crape,  flashing  with  spangles. 

"Jest  like  an  angel,  wid  hur  crown  of  glory  on  hur  head?" 
said  the  maid,  clasping  her  hands,  in  pretended  ecstasy.  ''Dar 
won't  be  nothin'  else  like  dat,  here,  dis  night  I" 

Jessie's  blue  satin  gown  was  spread  on  the  bed,  where  die  Could 
feast  Ifer  eyes,  during  the  hairdressing,  and  she  smiled,  in  sly  con- 
fidence, as  she  saw,  with  her  iimer  vision,  her  own  far  different 
picture  of  angelic  beauty.  A  ray  of  gratified  vanity  trembled  over 
Eleanor's  dark  face  while  she  surveyed  her  image. 

"  What  do  yoo  want,  Sarah  V  she  asked,  m  a  more  pacific 
tone  than  any  she  had- used  in  hours  previous. 

The  woman  had  just  come  in,  her  countenance  said,  upon 
business  of  importance.  Approaching  her  young  mistress,  she 
whispered,  guardedly,  "  Shf^s  down  stairs.  Wants  to  see 
you." 
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"  Whom  do  /on  fncan  ?"  inquired  Eleanor,  drawing  back,  an 
omiDons  frown  wrinkling  her  forehead. 

"  The  shoemaker  Hale's  wife,"  Sarah  whispered  again.  "  She 
looks  wiM-like,  and  wants  to  see  one  of  the  young  ladies — ^yon,  if 
she  can.  Says  she  won't  keep  you  but  a  minute.  I  thought 
maybe  you  didn't  want  her  up  here." 

*'  I  do  not." 

The  woman  judged  correctly  that  her  mistress  did  not  care  to 
have  her  sister  acquainted  with  the  supposed  flirtation  Of  her 
admirer  with  the  cottager ;  her  coiijecture  corresponding  with 
her  young  lady's,  viz.,  that  Bessy's  unseasonable  yisit  had  some 
reference  to  Sarahs  discovery  of  the  forest  adventure  of  the 
afternoon. 

**  Show  her  into  the  study,  and  shut  the  door.  I  will  be  down 
directly,"  concluded  Eleanor,  after  a.  moment's  pause. 

The  most  artful  praise  could  not  have  expelled  the  baleful 
demon  that  now  took  possession  of  her  soul,  and  made  threatening 
her  glances.  Her  compressed  lips  and  lowering  brow  hastened 
and  silenced  her  maid.  She  could  not  draw  a  free  breath,  while 
the  lightning  bolt  might  be  hanging  over  her  head.  As  she 
was  leaving  her  chamber,  Eleanor  spoke  sharply  to  her  sister : 

"  Jessie  1  you  will  not  be  dressed  before  midnight,  at  that  rate. 
You  and  Ursula  are  lazy  and  worthless  alike." 

Then  she  drew  to  the  door  violently,  and  went  downstau^,  and 
through  a  long  passage  to  the  study. 

This  was  Malcolm's  favorite  retreat;  his  especial  sanctum,  when 
he  was  at  home.  There  were  his  desk  and  reading-chair,  and 
upon  the  shelves  that  filled  up  one  end  of  the  apartment,  was  his 
collection  of  books — comprising  the  library  of  the  mansion, 
leaving  out  Jessie's  novels.  The  room  was  seldom  used  in  his 
absence;  but  to-night,  Eleanor  foresaw  a  possibility  that  it  would 
be  required  as  a  dormitory,  if  many  of  the  guests  should  remam 
until  morning;  therefore  fire  and  candles  were  already  provided 
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Against  the  oaken  wainscot,  above  tfte  m&Ael,  was  snspeiided  a 
portrait,  and  Bessie  stood  npon  the  mg,  looking  np  at  it.  It 
represented  a  lovely  woman ;  still  young,  bat  with  a  matronly 
gravity  in  her  features;  a  soft  thoaghtfalnes&  in  her  eyes,  that 
seem«d  to  bespeak  the  experience  of  a  wife  and  mother.  The 
resemblance  to  Malcolm,  and,  except  in  expression,  to  Eleanor, 
told  Bessy  who  had  been  the  original  of  the  inctnre.  .  If  she  were 
living,  and  here,  with  what  different  emotions  would  she  present 
her  petition  !  Yet  the  mild,  chastened  face  encouraged  Jier  to 
meet  the  daughter,  with  less  shrinking  than  she  had  felt  a 
minute  ago. 

Eleanor  entered  with  a  dow,  stately  step,  drawing  on  the  long 
white  gloves  that  veiled  the  faultless  hand  and  part  of  the  arm. 

"  Did  you  ask  to  see  me  ?"  she  inquired,  not  looking  in  the 
direction  of  her  auditor. 

"  Yes,  madam." 

There  was  a  sobbing  gasp,  as  Bessy  summoned  her  sinking 
.  resoiution,  expiitag  under  the  influence  of  the  icy  accents. 

"  What  you  have  to  say— say  quickly  ;  I  am  in  a  hurry." 

"  My  husband  is  very  sick,  Miss  Argyle  ;"  and  at  thought  of 
Mark — ill,'  persecuted  and  patient,  Bessy  grew  bolder.  "  He 
has  not  been  able  to  do  a  day's  work  this  winter.  I  have  tried 
hard  to  make  up  for  this  ;  but  all  that  I  have  done  has  Just  kept 
us  from  starving,  and  bought  his  medicmes.  Our  quarter's  rent 
is  due.  We  have  furniture  which  would  cover  this,  but  Mr.  Sau- 
croft  sent  us  word,  this  morning,  that  we  were  bound  for  the  next 
three  months'  hire  besides.  I  cannot  Believe  that  your  father 
wUl'  allow  us  to  go  to  jail  because  we  are  not  able  to  pay  this. 
The  law  may  bear  out  Mr.  Bancroft's  threat ;  but  it  is  not  right 
or  merciful  to  Tbring  ruin  upon  an  innocent  man,  in  this  way.  He 
cannot  leave  his  bed,  and  it  may  kill  him — ^that  long,  rough  ride 
U)  prison.    We  must  go  to-morrow,  unless  you  will  help  us." 

"  I  am  not  my  father's  man-of-businefis."    Was  it  a  woman  oi 


152  HBMBBIS. 

a  beautiful  fiend  .that ^epoke  ?  "I never  interfere  in  such  mat* 
terd.  Mr.  Sanproft  understands  what  he  is  about,  I  presume. 
Ton  must  go  to  him  with  your  complaints.^' 

''  You  mi^t  know  him.  Miss  Argyle  ^  must  know  that  he  id 
a  hard,  cold-hearted  man,  who  shows  no  pity  to  anything..  He 
has  taken  a  great  dislike  to  u&" 

'^  Indeed  1"  sarcastically.    *'That  is  remarkable.    I  thought 
that  you  inspired  gentkmeh  with  another  feeling.    Perhaps  |t  is 
jealousy  that  shuts  his  heart  against  you.'' 
s  "Jealousy  I"  echoed  Bessy,  innocently.    "Why  should  he  bb 
jealous  of  me  ?^' 

'  "  I  cannot  undertake  to  say,  unless  because  Mr.  Moreau  has  sup- 
planted  him  in  your  favor.    He  is  your  latest  conquest,  I  believe." 

Her  look  was  more  offpn^ve  than  her  language.  The  fire 
leaped  to  the  wife's  eyes. 

"It  is  a  slander  I  a  vile  falsehood  I  a  wicked  story,  made  up 
by  your  servant,  and  which  you  ought  to  have  been  ashamed  'to 
believe!''  she  cried,  passionately.  "My  character  is  as  dear  to 
me  as  yours  is  to  you,  Miss  Argyle  I  Ask  your  Mr.  Moreau 
how  he  happened  to  meet  me,  and  whei:e.  If  he  speaks  the  truth, 
he  will  tell  you  what  I  do  how — that  he  overtook  me  on  my  way 
home,  and  would  walk  by  my  side  ;  that  the  worst  of  his  conduct 
was  to  pay  me  nonsensical  compliments,  which  meant  nothing,  and 
that  I  only  answered  him  when  he  obliged  me  to  do  so.  Oh, 
Miss  Argyle  I  your  family  have  injured  us  enough  already.  If 
you  have  the  feeling  of  a  woman,  do  not  try  to  put  more  shame 
upon  those  who  never  did  you  a  single  wrong  1" 

Eleanor  was  obliged  to  believe  this  explanation  of  the  en- 
counter that  had  roused  her  jealous  rage  ;  but  the  burden  of  the 
blame,  if  blame  there  was  in  the  affair,  was,  by  this  version, 
thrown  wholly  upon  her  admirer,  and  the  "  creature's "  imperti- 
nence was  too  heinous  an  offence  to  be  atoned  for  by  her  manifest 
innocence  of  other  crimes. 
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"What  de  you  suppose  I  c^  whether  the  story  be  true  or 
Apt  ?"  she  said,  ia  angry  scorn.  "  Yonr  love-affairs  and  all  your 
other  concerns  are  of  ho  consequence  to  me,  except  that  they  are 
detaining  me  from  'more  agreeable  company  than  I  can  hope  to 
find  in  you.  I  repeat,  I  -nerer  interfere  in  my  father's  business. 
Nor  does  Mr.  Bancroft  act  without  orders.  Hid  conduct,  in  this 
instance,  appears  tome  to.haye  been  most -commendable.  His 
only  fault  in  the  whole  matter  was  letting  you  haye  the  house  at 
first.  It  has  produced  nofhiog  but  trouble  to  us,  and  I  rejoice 
that  we  are. likely  to  be  well  rid  of  you.  With  these  sentuuents, 
it  is  Tery  unlikely  that  I  would  raise  a  finger  to  keep  you  there.' 
.  She  departed  as  she  had  come — sweeping  on,  with  negligent, 
yet  hanghty.gEace,  and  fitting  the  other  gloVe  on  hei*.  superbly 
moulded  ann.  As  Bessy  passed  the  lighted  porch,  a  group  oi 
rerelJers  alighted  fi-om  their  carriages,  and  just  within.the  entrance- 
hall,  ap^^eared  the  radiant  face  and  figure  of  the  yonthfol  hostess, 
eager  to  welcome  each  with  a  profusion  of  honeyed  phrases  and 
dazzling  smiles. 
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CHAPTEE  XIL 

The  cart,  containing  the  law-officer  and  his  prisoner,  reached 
the  Court  Honse  at  sonset.  The  vehicle  had  not  been  punctual, 
as  was  promised,  and  the  deep  mire  of  the  road  obliged  the 
miserable  animal,  attached  to  the  load,  to  walk  erery  -step  of  the 
way.  The  Court  House  Tillage  was  a  collection  of  dingy  buildings, 
the  principal  being  the  store,  the  tavem,  the  court  house,  and  in 
portentous  proximity  to  (Lis,  the  jail.  Mark  was  not  able  to  lift 
his  head  to  look  at  it,  as  the  cart  stopped ;  but  Bessy  saw  a 
frame-buildlDg,  by  no  means  spaeious,  and  devoid  of  any  sign  of 
its  character,  except  the  bars  across  the  windows.  The  aspect 
of  the  place  was  less  forbidding  than  she  had  pictured  it ;  yet 
her  heart  relinqnished  its  last  hold  on  hope,  as  she  arose  to  assist 
in  her  husband's  removal.  Their  driver,  although  an  illiterate 
constable,  and  accustomed  to  such  tasks,  was  humane  in  his 
bearing  and  tone,  and  had  done  his  best  to  mitigate  the  hard- 
ships of  the  journey  to  the  sick  man.  Mark  noticed  this,  and 
was  thankful  for  it,  while  Bessy^s  apathetic  misery  blinded  her  to 
everything  except  the  fact  that  he  was  Mr.  Bancroft's  emissary. 
Without  looking  toward  him,  or  the  knot  of  curious  bystanders, 
that  gathered  about  the  jail-door,  she  folded  the  blankets  over 
Mark,  and  asked,  in  a  whisper,  how  they  should  lift  him  out. 

"  If  ever  I  was  so  beat  out,  in  my  life  1" 

The  exclamation  proceeded  from  a  man,  who  bustled  across 
the  road,  from  the  tavem,  with  a  ponderous  bunch  of  keys  in  his 
^and.  ^ 
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.  "  Mrs:  Hale  I  and  is  that  your  husband  in  there,  or  his  shad* 
der?    Good  Fathers  r    .  * 

"  It  is  what  is  left  of  me,  Mr.  Pazton/'  replied  Mark,  extend- 
ing his  hand. 

The  worthy  wagoner  seized  it  ia  a  yice-like  grasp. 

'*  I  cwiit  say  that  I  am  glad  to  see  yon  1"  he  said — ^a  knsky 
edge  to  the  voice,  nsaally  so  ronnd  and  onctaoos.  «"  As  my  ole 
woman  says,  '  Wonders  will  never  cerise  I'  Well  I  wdl  I  well  I 
Easy,  Mr.  Jones  I'^  to  the  constable.  ''  Let  me  get  a  firm  hold 
on  the  other,  dde  of  him.  And  the  little  gal,  too  I  Bless  my 
sonl  I  Sam,  my  boy  ;  ran  and  tell  yonr  mammy  to  come  here — 
quick  as  ^he  can  !    Say  there's  somebody  sick,  and  she'll  hnrry." 

Accordmgly,  they  were  hardly  in  the  room  destined  for  their 
reception,  when  there  hurried  in  a  short,  plnmp  woman  ;  mddy 
as  her  hosband,  and  far  better-looking.  He  took  her  into  a 
comer,  and  whispered  the  sad  story,  or  so  much  as  he  had 
gathered  from  the  officer.  There  were'  drops  on  her  face,  like 
dew  on  a  fall-blown  rose,  when  she  shook  hands  with  Bessy. 

"  Pre  heard  my  man  tell  of  yon,"  she  said.  ''  He  took  a 
mighty  fancy  to  yon,  when  yon  coma  on  with  him,  and  he's 
stopped  to  see  yon,  three  or  fonr  tunes — ain't  he  ?" 

Bessy  answered  that  he  had  ;  bat  not  lately. 

"  No  ;  Becanse  he's  left  the  road  and  gone  to  tavem-keepm'. 
And  this  is  the  baby  he  talks  about  ?  Why  I  she's  a  smart 
girl  I" 

Kitty,  whose  wonderment  and  grief  at  the  events  of  the  day 
had  rendered  her  shy  of  strangers,  conld  not  shrink  from  the  kind 
voice  and  hand.^ 

"  I  will  send  my  little  girls  over  to  play  with  yon,  honey.  You 
shan't  be  lonebome.  Mrs.  Hale,  let  me  help  yon  I  Tom,  deary, 
won't  you  have  a  fire  built  ?  There's  no  place  so  poor  that^a 
fire  won't  make  it  lively,  'cordin'  to  my  notion." 

''  Is  it  not  against  your  regulatiolts  7"  inquired  Mark. 
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Shfi  langhod'-^a  babbling,  joRj  Boand,.that  Boited  her -well. 

**  I  doat  care  ovcrmack  about  regulations.  .  Mj  business  is  tc 
see  that  all's  right  in-doors,  and  nobody. out,  and  if  they  want  tc 
pin  me  down  to  regUations,  they  may  find  somebody  else  to  keep 
the  keys.  .  It's  agiust  my  feelin's  to  huve  you  perish  in  tliis  chilly 
hole,  and  I  reckon  nobody  will  find  fault/'  .   , 

There  were  sound  sleepers  in  the  jail  that  night ;  the  slumbers 
that  sncoeed  m  tense  and  eontinuoos  excitement  of  mind  or  body, 
And,  although  they  could  *  not  analyze  the  feeling,  both  Mark, 
and  Bessy  were  calmer,  less  depressed  by  the  waking  thoughts 
of  next  morning,  t}}an  they  hc^d  been  in  months  pa^t.  The  crisis 
was  orer,  and  calamitous  as  wa^  the.cuhnination  of  their  winter's 
trials,  it  was  a  positive  relief  to  cease  watching  for  succor  that 
never  came  ;.  to  say  to  one  another,  that  Uie  storm  had  broken 
in  all  its  fury,  and  left  t^hem  alive  and  together.  Bessy  was  not 
hopeful.  She  had  been  bowed  too  low  for  that  j  yet  neither  was 
she  fiercely  despairing,  as  uppn.  the  preeeding  day.  The  jmoming 
was  spent  in  setting  tbe  room  in  order,  and  disposing  the  few 
effects  they  had  dared  to  bring  with  them,^so  as  to  confer  some- 
thing, like  a  snug  air  upon  the  large  desolate-looking  apartment. 

The  Paxtons,  from  the  oldest  to  the  youngest,  seemed  to  have 
adopted  them  into  their  family.  The  burly  form  of  the  ex- 
teamster  rolled  in  and  out,  every  hour  or  so,  "  to  see  that  the  fire 
was  goin';"  or,  "if  Hrs.  Hale  wanted  anything  ;"  or,  "how 
Mr.  Hale  was  feclin';"  and  he  had  each  time,  some  consolatoiy 
and  philosophic  adage  of  his  "  ole  woman,"  that  assuredly  relieved 
his  spirit,  whether  it  had  any  healing  for  theirs  or  not.  It  was  a 
singular  fact,  that  he  was  the  solitary  and  favored  recipient  of 
these  nut-shells  of  wisdom  from  his  buxom  help-meet.  No  other 
mortal  overheard  her  utter  one  of  the  thousand  and.one  proverbs, 
for  which  he  continually  credited  her  ;  yet,  as  his  veracity  was 
above  question,  nobody  doubted  his  impUcit  belief  in  their 
reputed   authorship.      Mrs.    Paxton  was  less    noisy  ;   but  atr 
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sincere  in  her  gympathy  and  desire  to  alleTiate)  bj  erer^  means  in 
her  power,  the  distressing  sitoation  of  her  interesting  prisoners. 
The  chOdren,  health j,  good-humored-  animalSi  wetit  wild  with 
delight  about  Elitty,  and  ^oooeeded,  bj  the  afternoon,  in  coaxing 
oer-pyer  to.  their  house.  Bessy  forwarded  tiieir  soit,  for  she 
dreads  the  effeeti^f  quiet  eoninement  i^n  the  susceptible  child; 
the  premature  penslTeuess  that  began  to  marie  her  manner  and 
speech.  •       • 

Mark  dropped  (isleep  when  the  boisterous-  crowd  had  borne  off 
their  prize,4uid  Bessy  sewed  quietly  beside-  his  bed,  until  the  day, 
dying  into  a  dmafiug  evening,  denied  her  "Ught. for  her.  work. 
Marit  siteptstBl,  and  she  crossed  the  hauds,80  seldom  idle  of  late, 
and  mused  over  the  red*fa0t  embenk 

She  realized  what  she  had  nenfr  .tiiOi^t  of  before — ^how  old 
she  had  grown  ainoe  the  actlTe,  mefzy  sommer.  All  ther  years 
she  had  numbered/ up  to  tha^t  fatal  November  of. her  husband's 
siidcness,  had  not  mairiced  and  changed'  her  as  had  the  months 
that  had  dragged  by  since:  Witb  the  bendmg  of  the  strong 
staff,  she  knew  how  entire  had  been  her  d^ndence  upon  it.  She 
remembered  him,  as  he  wte  in  tiieirconrtdiip  ;  the  fife  and  pride 
of  the  circle  that  was  then  her  world-^-a  prodigy  of  learning  to 
the  simple  villagers  ;  recalled  the  predictions  that  were  rife  among 
fhem,  of  his  future  mninence  in.the  young  republic  of  self-made 
men,  where  he  was  to  be  a  second  Sherman,  to  reflect  glory  upon 
his  birth-place ;  dwelt  longer  and  more  fondly  upon  the  traits 
and  acts  that  had  made  every  day  of  their  wedded  life  to  be  an 
era,  signalizing  the  discovery  of  newer  and  sweeter  happiness.- 
Not  a  shaft  of  misfortone  had  reached  her  bosom,  until  he,  her 
shield,  was  dashed  to  the  earth.  Yet  she  loved  him  better  this 
hour — ^helpless  and  ghastly  as  he  was — a  very  infant,  to  be  fed 
and  cared  for  by  the  labor  of  her  hallds — better,  a  hundred-fold 
more  dearly,  than  when  she  pledged  him  her  maiden  troth  ;  when 
she  joined  her  hand  with  his,  in  the  marriage-tie  ^  or,  when  she. 
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torndl  her  back  apon  the  homestead  and  the  graves  of  hef 
parents,  and  prepared  to  follow  him  id  to  the  unknown  coantrj, 
that  lay  outside  the  boundary  of  iier  own  Blue  Hills.  She  knew 
herself  to  be  unworthy  of  his  lore  and  companionship ;  for  in  the 
furnace  of  their  affections,  he  was  becoming  like  the  refined  gold^ 
she  like  the  dross,  that  chai^i^  fast  in  the  heat,  to  ashes,  yet 
more  earthy.  But  for  the  fetters  of  that  .pore  love  for  him  ;  but 
for  his  controlling  influence  orer  her  impassionM  nature,  she  was 
ready  to  rush  into  the  wildest  extremes  of  folly  and  madness. 
The  wife's  devotion  and  the  mother's  instinct  were  all  that  pre- 
serred  the  mind's  balance.  If  she  put  her  treasures  out  of  sight 
for  one  instant,  she  felt  like  a  tigress,  thirsting  for  prey. 

Gentle  and  fond  as  were  most  of  her  meditations,  there  was  an 
occasional  sparkle  in  the  eye,  like  the  glitter  of  a  sword  in  the 
sunshine  ;  the  red  lips  were  set,  and  the  teeth  gnashed  in  impo- 
tent menace. 

,  The  nun  dripped  drearily  from,  the  roof,  and  the  fire 
droned  its  sleepy  song.  A.  lonely  cricket  chirped  under  the 
hearth,  and  a  death-watch  ticked  in  the  wall.  Perhaps  it  was 
the  combined  effect  of  these  sounds  and  the  hour  and  weather,  or 
it  may  have  been  a  lurking  superstition  that  rendered  Bessy 
uneasy  at  this  last  noise.  Try,  as  she  might,  not  to  listen,  the 
monotonous  **  tick  I  tick  I"  vibrated  upon  her  ear  more  and  more 
distinctly,  until  the  pained  nerres  conveyed  no  other  sensation 
than  the  beating  of  the  sharp  strokes  upon  the  drum.  At  the 
risk  of  awaking  the  sleeper,  she  struck  smartly  upon  the  wall, 
where  the  mysterious  insect  appeared  to  be  located ;  but  the 
ticking  went  on  as  steadily.  She  stirred  the  fire  and  walked 
about  the  room.  Still  **  tick  I  tick  I  tick  I"  as  if  there  were 
twenty  watches  in  the  echoing  chamber,  rivalling,  each,  the  others, 
in  speed  and  loudness. 

If  Mark  had  not,  of  his  own  accord,  moved  and  opened  his 
eyes,  she  would  have  awakeued  him,  that  a  human  voice  might 
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deliver  her  from  the'  annoyance,  which  had  now  grown  to  be  " 
insupportable.    He  mormared,  as  he  awoke — something  inarticu- 
late— and  she  leaned  oyer  him  to  catch  it. 

"  What  do  yon  want,  dear  Mark  f'' 

''The  elms  are  in  leaf  early  this  year,"  he  said,  dreamily. 
"  Hare  yon  noticed  them,  Bessy  V 

"  Mark  I  Darling  P  she  called,  shaking  his  shoulder.  **  You 
are  not  awake.    What  are  you  dreaming  about  V 

''The  bees  are  humndng  over  the  buttercups  in  the  garden, 
and  the  strawberry-bed  is  in  bloom.  I  have  been  clearing  away 
the  dead  grass,  and  tying  up  the  rose-bushes  on  your  mother's 
gravB." 

*'  Dear  Mark  P  repeated  the  wife,  tearfhlly.  "  Don't  you  know 
me — ^your  own  Bessy  t''  * 

He  smiled  up  in  her  face. 

"What  a  question  I  I  cannot  remember  the  time  when  I  did 
not  know  and  love  Bessy  Bryan — 'Bonnie  Bessie,'  as  the  old 
Scotch  piper  used  to  call  her.  Weren't  we  married  two  years 
ago,  last-  September  ?  You'll  find  it  m  the  Family  Bible—'  Mark 
Hale  and  Margaret  Elizabeth  Bryan.'  "' 

His  hands  were  burning,  and  his  sunken  cheeks  red  with  ferer. 
These  tokens  of  an  unfavorable  change,  Bessy  could  see  by  the 
firelight,  and  to  her  great  joy,  she  now  heard  Mrs.  Pazton's  voice 
outside. 

"  Open  the  door  for  me,  Tom.    My  hands  are  brimful." 

She  deposited  her  basket  of  eatables  upon  the  table,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  light  a  candle. 

"  I  reckon  you  thought  we  meant  to  starve  you  to-night,  Mrs, 
Hale  ;  but  there  happened  two  or  three  travellers  in,  jest  at  sup- 
per-time " 

She  stopped,  at  seeing  Bessy  beckon  her  to  the  bed.  Mark 
had  his  eyes  shut,  and  his  wife  pointed,  to  the  flush  on  his  face ; 
then  touched  her  own  forehead.     The  landlady's  countenauce 
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ezpreaaed  her  conoem  and  sorprifle.  A  doctreos  inlier  waj,  she  {ell 
his  poke,  apd  looked  graver  still  at  itff  uncoimtable  beats.  At 
the  touch  of  the  cool  fingers,  he  spoke  agidn. 

"  I  hare  been  giving  Baby  Kitty  her  walking-lesson.  How 
Mghtlj  the  Uttle  thisg  held  my  hand  I  She  wiU  trot  all  over  the 
yard,  soon.^' 

For  the  first  tiine  in  Jker  life,  Kitty  dept  away  fh>m  her  mother, 
that  night.  Mrs.  Paztcm  shared  the  wife's  vigil,  for  Mafk  tossed 
and  raved  nntil  the  dawn.  Then  came  a  physician,  for  whom 
Mr.  Paxton  had  sent,  unknown  to  Bessy.  He  was  not  a  Dr. 
Ohase,  and  his  friendliness  reassured  Bessy,  while  he  inquired  into 
the  symptoms  and.  examined  the  state  of  the  patient.  She  woald 
have  read  his  face,  when  this  was  over;  bat  it  was  impenetrable. 

fie  merely  said,  ''Tceat  him  thns,and  thus,"  and  '^I  will 
call  again  this  evening  ;"  which  he  did,  and  slept  that  night  at  the 
tavern. 

Mark  was  rational  by  the  following  .morning  ;  *'  better  every 
way,"  as  Bessy  told  the  doctor,  at  his  early  call,  and  he  did  not 
gainsay  it.  In  the  coarse  of  the  forenoon,  as  Bessy  was  reclining 
upon  her  hosband's  bed,  one  of  Mr.  Fatton's  sons  entered  with  a 
letter,  which  had  be^  handed  him  at  the  PostK>flloe  for  Mrs. 
Hale. 

Mark's  languid  eye  kindled,  and  not  to  keep  him  in  suspense, 
she  read  it  aloud  t 


OOUXTT,  N.  OABftTUHA,  tTOA.  lOA,  ITM. 

Ht  DEABi  SiSTiA :  I  gue88  you  and  Jfark  has  offten  wandered  the  reafion 
why  no  Letters  6ame  from  Me  to  tell  whether  I  waa  alive  or  Ded  or  doing 
wel  or  (What  seams  to  you  as  likely,  may  bee)  doing  nothing  at  All,  the 
Truth  is,  I  have  not  maid  Honey  peddling  ho  rapid  as  I  hopped  and  thout 
I  shoud,  when  Me  and  your  Husband  travilled  south  together.  And  so, 
considring  that  it  is  Harder  to  Starve  Two  than  one  (which  is  a  Strange 
thing  i%  say  at  furst  site,)  and  hapening  to  get  acquainted  with  a  Likely 
Widder  woman,  with  considerable  property,  a  Store  and  a  Tavern,  and  a 
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smart  icanaging  tromaa  whose  heose,  I  stopped  at  pretly  .eonsiderable 
t)rteD,  mostly  over  Bunda78,  for  I  never  can  feel  rite  travilling  on  that 
Holy  day,  and  I  made  rip  my  mind  to  sell  out  my  Stock  and  settle  down  de- 
cent and  Respectable,  and  ticke  a  Wife,  which  providence  permitting,  I  shall 
do  To-morrow.  He  aqd  Mrs.  Smith  (which  is  Her  name  at  Present)  have 
talked  About  you  and  Mi^rk  a  ooaAy  times,  aad  I  told  Her  hoir  you  was  the 
Only  sigter  I  jiad  in  the  world,, and  how  Clever *«and  sensible  and  working 
Hark  was,  and  how  good  you  both  was  to  me,  whea  I  was  a  lazy  FeUer, 
with  no  money  and  no  Uolne,  and  Mark  lent  .me  money  to  buy  my  Vurst 
lode  of  goods  and  lots  of  advice  besides,  and  I  would  never  have  gdi  on 
At  all,  withoui  him,  and  you  maid  and  mended  toy  Cloaths  and  did  My 
washing'  ahd  so  on,  and  she  said  right  out,  that  I  must  send  her  Beet  love, 
and  invito  you  to  come  to  our  House^  you  end  Little  kitty  and  Mark  and 
any  other  Famly  you  has^  and  stay  long  as  you  choose,  and  if  theres 
anything  -we  can  do  for  you,  you  most  let  us  know  Right  away,  and  we 
will  be  Glad  and  happy  to  surye  you.  And  she  is  a  Plainspoken  womaui 
and^what  she  says  she  means  you  may  depend  On  it,  and  -hoping  this  wiii  • 
fined  you  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  same  Blessing,  I  am  very  Well,  aod 
remane  always  your  affectionato  brother, 

Jacob  Brtxh. 

"  What  is  the  date  ?"  iuqnired  Mark. 

**  Jajiuary  10th,"  answered  Beasy.    '^  It  has  taken  a  long  while 
to  come.'* 
'     '.*  The  plac^,  I  mean." 

"  PineviUe, County,  North  Carolina,"  read  Bessy.     - 

''  It  is  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  not  far  from  the  sea- 
board," said  he,  thonght&lly.  Yon  would  not  haye  much  trouble 
in  getting  there,  if  you  had  the  money.  The  Lord  will  provide  a 
way  and  the  means.^ 

Bessy  regiu^ed  him  with  unaffectecl  wonder. 

**  It  will  be  some  weeks  before  you  are  strong  enough  to  take 
such  a  journey,  eyeu  if  we  are  released  from  this  place,"  she  said, 
"  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  settlement»for  you  ?" 

He  did  not  reply  immediately.  He  appeared  to  be  seeking 
words,  or  summonmg  strength  to  convey  what  he  would  impart. 
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"  Has  it  not  pccurred  to  yon,  Bessy,  that  I  may  not  get  well. 
of  this  sickness  ?" 

**  I  have  never  trusted  myself  to  suppose  such  a  thing,"  she 
returned,  growing  very  pale. 

"  Theu,  dear  wife,  jt  is  time  for  me  to  speak.  Yon  most  go  to 
your  brother  after  I  leave  you.  You  have  norther  near  blood- 
relation  living,  and  his  house  will  be  the  best  shelter  for  yon  and 
you/child.  You  see  how  kindly  he  invites  you,  and  how  grateful 
he^  for  what  we  have  done  for  him.  Are  you  listening,  Bessy  ? 
r  cannot  speak  loader." 

'*  I  hear  you,''  issued,  in  a  whisper,  from  the  white  lips. 

''  While  I  have  my  senses*  I  will  tell  you  how  to  act,  for  my 
time  is  too  short  to  waste.  This  bed  and  my  clothing  will  bring' 
a  trifle,  and  should  the  rest  of  the  sum  you  will  need  come  from 
no  other  quarter,  write  to  Jacob  how  you  are  situated,  and  ^y 
here  with  Mrs.  Paxton  until  he  sends  you  money,  or  you  can  earn 
it  by  your  needle.  Friends  will  be  raised  up  to  you  in  your 
hour  of  need.  I  have  His  promise  ior  that.  The  seed  of  the 
righteous  shall  never  beg  bread.  I  am  the  chief  of  sinners, 
yet  accepted  as  righteous  in  the  Father's  sight,  for  the  Son's 
sake." 

He  paused.  Bessy  could  not  move  or  speak.  Like  a  marble 
statue  of  desolation,  she  gazed  at  her  idolized  husband,  hei 
awakened  fears  gathering  terrible  certainty  from  the  signs  of  fail- 
ing strength  and  breath,  she  perceived  in  him. 

"You  Will  miss  me,  darling.  We  have  been  very  happy 
together."  A  pang  unsettled  the  tranquil  features.  '^  But  remem- 
ber that  I  have  entered  into  rest ;  that  all  pain  and  sorrow  and 
weariness  are  at  an  end  ;  for  *  so  He  giveth  His  beloved  sleep.' 
Will  you  meet  me  there,  dear  wife,  and  bring  our  precious  little 
one  with  you  ?  I  A)  not  ask  your  promise  now.  Yon  are  ready 
to  say  and  do  anything  that  would  please  me.  But  think  of  it ; 
never  forget  that  this  is  my, last  earthly  hope,  my  latest  prayer  for 
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those  I  leare  behind  me.  Letmjchfld — owr  child — ^be  taught  to 
know  her  father's  God.  • 

"  I  am  wonderfully  supported,"  he  said  by  and  by.  "  I  should 
have  said,  before  the  trial  came,  that  the  thought  of  your  destitu- 
tion an(^  the  probable  hardships  in  store  for  you  and  dear  Kitty 
would  press,  like  a  mountain,  upon  my  spirit ;  yet,  I  have  no 
fears  for  your  temporal  welfare  ;  not  one  I    This  is  dying  grace.'' 

They  had  no  priyate  interview  after  that.  The  doctor  oame 
again  later  in.  the  day,  and  went  through  a  form  of  inquiry  and 
prescription.  As  he  retired  he  motioned  to  Mrs.  Pazton  to  fol- 
low. 

"  Do  you  know  that  he  is  dying  T''  he  said  to  her,.>%hen  they 
were  alone,  outside  of  the  door. 

''  I  mistrusted  so,"  replied  the  kind  creature,  wiping  her  eyes. 

^  He  will  hardly  last  through  the  night.  They  are  very  poor, 
I  think  you  said  ?" 

"  Yes,  sir,  or  they  wouldn't  have  been  here.  You  see,  for 
yourself,  what  uncommon  sort  of  people  they  are.  Oh,  doctor  I 
Law  is  a  dreadful,  wicked  thing  I  I  told  'em  I'd  take  charge  of 
the  jail  for  twelve  months ;  but  after  the  sight  I've  seen,  and 
what  Tom  and  I  has  underwent,  this  one  week,  we'd  neither  of  us 
keep  the  keys  another  year  ;  not  if  you  was  to  pack  the  old  house 
with  gold  and  silver  for  us.  To  see  a. blessed  Christian  like  that 
brought  here  a-dyin',  as  you  may  say,  and  for  what  ?  Jest  because 
the  Almighty  tied  his  hands  so  as  he  couldn't  make  money  for  a 
man  as  is  rolUn'  in  wealth  a'ready  I  Ah  I  depend  on  it,  there's 
a  day  of  reckonin'  comin'  for  such  as  sent  them  poor  cre'turs 
here  I" 

The  doctor  did  not  rebuke  her  vehemence.  Perhaps  he  appre- 
ciated the  justice  of  her  reprobation. 

"  They  Have  no  Mends  in  this  State,  I  thmk  Mr.  Paxton  told 
me." 

"  No  kith  or  kin,  sir.    The  Lord  only  knows  what  will  become 
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of  the  mother  and  her  chfld  I  If  the7  "^  stay.with  ns  they  shall 
never  want  a  seat  in  the  chimney  corner,  and  enough  to  et^t,  while 
Tom  and  I  Dve."  • 

**  I  believe  yon,  madam,  and  the-  offer  is  what  all  who  know 
yon  woold  expect.  Still,  would  it  not  be  more  kind  to  s^d  them 
back  to  their  hom«  and  relations  ?  I  am  sure  that,  with  a  very 
slight  effort,  I  can  raise  among  my  acquaintances  a  subscription, 
that  will  cover  the  travelling  expenses  of  the  two  to  Massachu- 
setts. Please  ascertain  for  me;  as  soon  sa  it  is  proper  to  inquire, 
after  all  is  over,  what  are  Mrs.  Hale's  wishes  m  this  respect,  and  ] 

rely  upon  me  for  the  means  of  carrying  them  out."  I 

Turning  a  deaf  ear  to  her  reiterated  thanks  and  Messings,  this  i 

nobleman  of  Nature's  creation  moimted  his  horse,  and  set  out         ^ 
npon  his  benevolent  errand. 

More  travellers  halted  at  the  inn,  at  sundown  ;  but  the  land- 
lord alone  received  them.  '^  Mother  Faxton  "  wa»  scrupulous  in  ^ 
her  personal  attention  to  the  table  and  chambers  of  her  cus- 
tomers ;  but  this  evening,  ''Tom"  and  her  eldest  son  were  her 
representatives.  She  did  not  stir  frcm  the  chamber  of  death.' 
The  truth  was  acknowledged  by  all  who.  saw  the  sufferer,  and 
recognized  by  none,  with  more  composure,  than  by  him,  whom  it 
most  nearly  concerned.  He  retained  his  consciousness  and  the 
ability,  to  speak.  The  ripples  of  the  cold  river  were  breaking 
over  his  feet,  yet  his  faith  quailed  not ;  his  peaceful  eye  already 
saw  the  brightness  of  the ,  farther  shore.  Several .  diaritable 
neighbors  of  the  Paxtons  had  conie  in,  to  tender  their  services, 
and  while  Bessy  remained  seemingly  unaware  of  their  prteence  ;  .  * 
Mark  thanked  each  one  with  a  grateful  glance  or  word. 

About  eight  o'clock,  Mr.  Paxton  entered  as  softly  as  he 
could. 

"  How  is  he,  now*?"  he  whispered  to  his  wife. 

Mark  heard  him,  and  answered.    **  Thank  yon  ;  I  do  not 
suffer.    I  am  waiting  as  patiently  as  I  can." 
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"  That's  wbat  I  told  him  I"  said  the  landlord,  ckokingljc.  "  I 
saod  yon  was  all  ready  and  WiUin'  to  g(^^ 

"  Told  who  P  Mrs.  Paxton  antiqipated  the  inquiry  Mark 
would  haye  made. 

"  A  minuter,  who  i»  sloppin'  at  the  tarem  to-night.  He  was 
mightily  interested  in  what  I  told  him  aboat  yon^  Mr.>HaIe,  and 
he  sent  me  to  knew,  would  yon  like  to-  haye  him  come  in  and 
pray  with  yon." 

"  Indeed,  I  would  be  most  happy  1"  was  the  earnest  response. 

There  was  stillness  in  the  room,  untQ  Mr.  JPaxton  returned 
with,  the  jclergyman.  Mark  was  eyidently  husbanding  his  remain- 
ing strength  for  the  intenriew.  .  The  silence  of  the  rest  was  that 
of  awe  and  .expectation*  Mark's  gaze  was  upon  the  door,  and 
his  fiipe  brightened,  m  his  yisitor  adyanced.  Bessy,  too,  started 
at  %hp  unlooked-foi:  sight  of  Mr.  Laidley 's  remembered  countenance. 

His  mute  pressure  of  her  hand  reyealed  his  respect  for,  and 
sympathy  with  her  woe ;  yet  His  yoice,  as  he  accosted  Mark,  was 
almost  cheerfuL 

"Ought  I  to.be  grieyed  at  fibdhig yon  80.ill,-Mr.  Hale ?" 

The  bystanders  looked  curiously  at  him.  The  question  was,  to 
to  them,  inexplicable.    The  dying  man's  reply  was  prompt. 

"  No,  sir  I  Do  yon  recollect  telling  me  that  dark  days  often 
seemed  bright,  when  seen  from*  the  shore  of 'Eternity  ?  I  feel 
now,  that  for  my  own  sake,  I  would  not  haye  had  one  cloud  the 
less. 

Hia  accents  were  clear,  but  faint,  and  has  breathing  short.  In 
a  tone  yet  more  low,  although  audible,  he  added,  as  in  soliloquy ; 
' "  There  shall  be  no  night  there  t" 

**  And  there  shall  be  no  more  death ;  neither  sorrow,  nor 
crying-r-neither  shall  there  be  any  more  pain,"  repeated  the 
minister's  sweet,  Henrent  tones :  ''  Blessed  are  they  which  are 
caBed  into  the  '  marriage-supper  of  the  Lamb  I'  That  this  mny 
be  the  portion  of  all  here  jj^esent — ^let  us  pray  I"         ^ 
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There  was  a  change  in  the  face  of  the  djing,  when  the  others 
arose  from  their  knees — ^not  iu  expression,  for  the  li^ht  that 
irradiated  it  was  never  more  to  flicker  or  fade  ;  but  in  hae  and 
features.  The  greyish  pallor  could  not  be  misunderstood.  In- 
formed of  this  hj  the  countenances  of  those  about  him,  or  warned 
by  thd  unerring  instinct  of  Nature,  his  eye  went  meaningly 
around  the  circle-*a  kindly  farewell  in. it,  tp  each  one  ;  then, 
raising  one  arm,  he  drew  Bessy's  head  upon  tils  pillow,  hep.  cheek 
resting  against  his.  There  were  whLspers  of  blessing  and  endear- 
ment, unheard  by  other  ears  than  hers  ;  a  message  for  the  sleep- 
ing chikl,  who  had,  that  erening,  receiyed  the  last  **  good-night' 
kiss  she  coold  ever  know  from  a  father ;  and  at  his  request,  tto 
wife  pressed  her  lips  to  his — one  long,  clinging,  caress — and  again 
laid  her  cheek  to  one  cold  with  the  damps  of  death.  He  slum- 
bered thus  fbr  9^  moment,  and  all  supposed  that  cobsciousness 
would  never  retum^when  he  awoke  and  addressed  Mr.  Laidley: 

"  Please,  sing  the  hymn  I  heard  at  church  :  '  There  is  &  foun- 
tain.' '' 

The  minister  did  not  hesitate  a  second.   A£feeted  and  surprised 
though  he  was  at  the  request,  be  sang  softly,  and  with  wondrous . 
melody,  the  words  that  have  upborne  many  a  soul  in  its  passage 
through  the  swelling  flood. 

The  thread  of  life  was  parting  very  gradually.  There  was  still 
a  slender  strand  left,  when  the  music  ceased*'  The  smile  of  in- 
effable peace  yet  shone  through  the  lineaments  of  the  living,  and 
even  while  MrsTPaxton  held  her  hand  to  the  lips  to  discover 
whether  the  breath  had  not  departed,  the  pulse  leaped  suddenly; 
the  filmy  eyes  shot  forth  a  ray,  and  an  exclamation,  like  a  cry  of 
triumph  burst  from  him — "  Dbar,  Dtixo  Lamb  I" 

His  hand  fell  away  from  his  wife's  neck.  The  ''  stammering 
tongue"  was  silent  in  death;  the  ransomed  spirit  sang  the 
*^  nobler,  sweeter  song  "  in  heaven. 
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'  CHAPTER   Xm. 

-TwELTS  years  Jiad  iv«rroii^]^t'.QO  material  alteratioii  in  the  phj- 
Bical  aspect  of  the  '*t^D^ei^  Ron  neighborhood,"  an  area  of 
country,  about  ^  ipSkfr  ia  extent,  near  the  centre  of  which  was 
atuated  Ben  LonAlii^.  :  There  was  more  cleared  and  more  tilled 
land,  for  treea  .w«re  burned;  faster  than  they  grew,  ani  when 
one  field  was  drained  of  fertility,  yirgin  £oil  mast  sapply  its  place. 
Guano  and  siq)er-phosphate  were  unknown,  and  woold  have  been 
an  unprofitable  speculation  to  their  vendei;,  had  they  been  offered 
to  the  contented  planter,  who  complained  of  being  crowded,  if, 
from  his  house4oor,  he  could  in  any  directiou,  espy  the  smoke  of 
a  neighbor's  chimney.  If  his  n^oes^were  numerous,  so  were  his 
acres  ;  his  hogs  fattened  on  the  mast  under  the  oaks  that 
called  for  no  cultivation ;  corn  grew  almost  spontaneously,  and 
the  meat  and  bread  of  his  thriftless  dependents  ^BSjfoxe. ,  It  was 
a  wealthy  community,  made  up  mainly  of  hospitable  free'liyers, 
on  social  terms  with  one  another,  and  every  man  upholding  the 
rest  in  the  comfortable  conviction,  that  nowhere  else  in  the  com- 
monwealth were  more  intelligence,  fortune  and  blood  collected  in 
a  like  limited  space.  - 

The  descendants — ^in  some  instances,  tiie  degenerate  scions  of 
a  noble  old  stock — have  so  beridden  this  hobby  of  family  pride, 
that  it  passes — and  no  wonder  I  in  this  fast  age — for  the  leane&t 
and  lamest  of  hacks.  The  man  of  the  people,  lusty  in  limb  and 
daring  in  soul,  who .  has  hewn  out,  step  by  st^;  a  path  to  great- 
ness, laughs  witir  an  amusement  too  downright  to  be  tinctured 
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with  contempt,  at  the  weak-bodied,  and  weaker-headed  pigmy, 
the  offspring  of  intennarriage  No.  50,  burden^  by  a  name  big* 
gcr  than  himself,  who  yet  struts  at  an  easy  gait,  through  the 
jostUng  masses  of  common  clay  ;  thumbs  m  his  arm-holes,  nose 
in  the  .air,  and  pipes  shrilly  of  his  '^  illustrious  parentage,"  and 
the  **  gallant  old  .times.'' 

'  We  say  it  is  contemptible,  a  humiliating  spectacle — ^but  let  us 
not  despise  the  fountain^  because  its  stream,  by  reason  of  many 
dirersions,  has  grown  thin  a&d  feeble.  The  Old  Bominion  was 
a  royal  State,  and  her  sons  among  the  princes,  in  genUe  breed- 
ing as  in  valor ;  men  of  pith  and  sinew  and  brains,  wha,  ooidd 
they  reyisit  the  earth,  would  seout  as  an  insult^  the  claims  t(T 
ancesti^y  so  flauntingly- borne  by  certain  of  4ihdr  grandchildren. 

At  the  period  on  which  ve  have  settled,  after  the  leap  ifi  ow 
history,  there  was  an  nnusqal  religious  interest  astir  in  ^e  region. 
The  leaven  of  wholesome  doctrine  sedulously  and  faithfully  dis- 
tributed, was  working  out  its  legitimate  result.  Here,  the  ma- 
terial was  unpromising..  French  infidelity,  fashionable  careless- 
ness, and,  in  the  menial  classes,  benighted  superstition,  theremnantd 
of  Fetish  worship  and  Obi  incantations,-  were  compounded  into  a 
mixture  that  would  have  daunted  hearts  less  stout,  and  faith  less 
vigorous  than  those  of  the  devoted  band,  who  were,  emphatically, 
home  missionaries.  It  was  an  event,  pregnant  with  interest  to  those 
conversant  with  the  religious,  or  irreligious  history  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, when  a  session  of  Presbyterv  was  convened  to  ordain  and 
install  a  pastor,  over  the  whilomcf  deserted  church  of  Deep  Run. 
There  was  to  be  a  meeting  of  several  days'  duration ;  and  those  who 
acknowledged  no  spedal  personal  concern  in  such  things,  were 
yet  ready  to  accept  of  the  novel  entertainment,  promised  by  the 
arrangements  going  forward. 

The  services  commenced  on  Saturday.  Farm-work  was  sus- 
pended, and  all  classes,  in  their  gala  attire,  thronged  the  road  to 
the  sanctuary.    It  was  the  same  small  wooden  buikling  that  had 
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beou  erected  in  the  late  Mr.  Argyle's  tkne  ;  but  it  bad  recently 
undergone  thorough  repairs,  and — a  bold  inQoyation  npon  the 
usages  of  the  day — it  was  painted  within  and  without.  Nay 
more  ;  upon  the  desk;  heretofore  a  brown,  naked  board,  was  a 
crimson  damask  cushion,  supporting  a  new  Bible  t  The  like  had 
not  been  witnessed  in  the  county  by  the. oldest  nutn  there 
Booths,  thatched  with  green  boughs,  surrounded  the  house,  an^ 
the  crowd  that  filled  them,  proved  the 'wisdom  of  this  proyident 
contrirance  for  church  eztensioQ.  The  ceremonies  of  the  occa- 
slon^  solemn  in  their  simplicity,  were  performed  amidst  a  stillness 
profound,  and  apparently  respectftd,  and  the  sermon  heard  as 

attentively. 

The  congregation  broke  np  for  intermission,  and  a  lively  scene 
ensued.  By  a  sort  of  natural  gravitation,  the  divided  members 
of  each  housohcdd  sought  a  common  centre,  and  groups  of  rela- 
tives and  friends  wer^  presently  scattered  tfacongh  the  woods, 
inclosing  the  church,  dispensmg  and  xeceiving  the  bountiful  lun- 
cheons they  had  brought  from  home.  Tables  of  primitive  con- 
struction—rough boards,  supported  by  forked  stakes,  were  erected 
in  a  few  minutes,  and  their  imperfections  concealed  by  snowy 
cloths.  The  edibles  were  set  in  array  by  the  2ealous  and  prac* 
tised  servants,  and,  behold  a  meal  that  an  epicure  might  have 
envied,  and  a  dining-hall,  unsurpassed  by  kingly  saloon. 

^'I  ordered  that  our  table  should  be  joined  to  Malcolm V' 
said  a  lady,  coniq)ic&ous,  even  in  the  large  crowd,  for  her  fine 
bearing  and  elegant  attire.  She  spoke  to  an  elderly  woman,  low 
in  stature  and  plainly  dressed,  with  an  enormous  black  bonnet 
on,  who  was  superintending  the  unpacking  of  some  hampers. 

'*  Very  well  I"  was  the  curt  reply. 

*^  I  wish  the  dinner  to  be  arranged  as  neatly  as  possible,"  con- 
tinned  the  lady,  "for  we  have  some  friends  with  uekh*  friend, 
rather — ^who  is  accustomed  to  the  best  of  everything." 

A  sniff  from  the  cavernous  recesses  of  the  bonnet,  and  a  con- 
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temptaoos  keave  of  the  article  itself,  replied.    The  little  wonan'a 
face  was  inyisible. 

"Malcolm  !  Mdcolm  I  step  this  way,  one  moment,  if  yon 
please  I''  cried  the  ladj,  excitedly^  as  Mr.  Argyle  approached 
with  several  other  gentlemen. 

With  an  apology,  ho  left  them  at  the  boieird,  and  withdrew 
some  paces  with  his  sMer. 

'*  Miss  Bashleigh  and  her  goyemess  are  to  dine  with  ns  to-day, 
and  I  thought  yon  would  oblige  Mr.  Morean  and  myself  so  far, 
as  to  pay  them  some  attention.  .  Being  strangers  in  the  county, 
they  will  appreciate  a  kindness  of  that  sort.  Here  they  come, 
with  Mr.  Morean.  My  dear  I"  stepping  forward  to  meet  him — 
"  where  have  you  been  ?  I  began  to  fear  that  you  had  lost  these 
ladies." 

Mr.  Argyle  resisted  the  impulse  to  refuse  his  sister's  request, 
and  awaited,  with  outward  equanimity,  her  return  and  the 
threatened  introduction.  Meanwhile,  his  eye  discerned  nothing 
especially  attractive  in  the  strangers.  They  were  a  young  girl, 
rosy-cheeked  and  black-eyed,  with  an  arch  expression  on  a  pretty 
little  mouth,  and  a  lady,  much  older,  dressed  in  black,  with 
features  that  were  certainly  not  handsome,  although  indicative  of 
amiability  and  intelligence, 

"  Miss  Rashleigh,  let  me  make  you  acquainted  with  my  brother, 
Mr.  Aigyle.  Mrs.  Holt — Mr.  Argyle,"  said  Mrs.  Morean,  with 
infinite  suavity,  and,  polished  woman  of  the  world  though  she 
was,  betraying  her.  anxiety  that  the  introduction  should  be 
mutually  agreeable. 

The  prospect  of  its  improvement  upon  the  mere  introduction 
was  poor.  Mr.  Argyle  bowed,  without  unclosing  his  firm  lips, 
and  the  ladies,  courtesying,  looked  at  the  ground,  not  at  him. 

"  I  hope  your  friends  will  be  well  attended  to,  Eieanor.   Please 
regard  the  whole  of  this  table  as  your  own.'' 
-    And,  having  thus  eased  his  conscience^  and  fulfilled  the  dictates 
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of  pi^iteness,  Mr.  Argyle  bowed  again,  and  rejoined  the  company 
ke  himself  had  brought  hither.  Mrs.  Morean's  bmnette  com« 
plexion  took  a  warmer  tinge  from  vexation,  and  her  husband 
shrugged  his  shoulders,  in  comical  despair,  aa  he  met  her  eje. 
Then,  thej  devoted.  themselTes  to  the  comfort  of  their  goests,  as 
if  to  compensate  for  the  neglect  of  him  who  should  have  been 
master  of  ceremonies.  Miss  Rashleigh  nor  her  governess  appeared 
in  the  least  mbidfal  of,  or  dscomposed  by,  his  want  of  gallantry. 
The  latter  discussed  her  luncheon  and  talked  quietly,  at  intervals, 
%ith'her  hosts;  the  former  gazed  ti^n  the  scen^  with  the  pleased 
curiosity  of  one  to  who^n  it  was  new  and  striking. 

**  It  appears  quite  barbarous  to  you,  I  dare  say,"  remarked 
Mrs.  Moreau,  noticing  the  wonder  that  deprived  her  of  appetite. 
"  You  never  saw  anything  like  it  before  P' 

''  Never.   .But  I. like  it  V  emphatically. 

"Such  gatherings  are  infrequent  here.  In  fact,  they  are 
usually  confined  to  the  lower  classes  ;  but  there  are  two  or  three 
iulluential  gentlemen  in  this  immediate  neighborhood,  who  have 
taken  up  the  cause  of  the  Dissenters  " 

"  I  thought  there  was  no  Established  Chiffch  in  the  United 
States,'^  interrupted  Miss  Bashleigh. 

Eleanor  colored  at  this  rebuff  of  her  delicate  design  to  employ 
a  term  that  would  best  convey  her  nieaning,  and,  likewise,  h^ 
sympathy  with  what  she  imagined  were  her  companion's  prejudices. 

''There  is  not,  strictly  speaking.  The  word  slipped  out 
unawares.  The  best  families  in  Yirginia  are  descended,  for  the 
most  part,  from  those  who  were  in  Communion  with  the  Estab- 
lishments of  England  and  Scotland.  Other  denominations  are 
comparatively  a  new  thing.  Recently,  however,  as  I  was  saying, 
they  have  grown  into  popular  favor,  and  the  sect  represented 
here  to^y  is  really  becoming  respectable  in  the  quality  and 
in  the  quantity  of  its  members.  And  it  is  well  enough  I  The 
oia^sses  need  a  religion  that  they  can  understand,  to  elevate  them, 
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and  if  their  betters  take  the  lead,  they  an6  the  more  apt  to  follow. 
There  is  my  brother,  for  example — who,  •acting  upon  this  belief^ 
has  exerted  himself  in  repairing  the  old  chnrch,  and  settling  a 
regnlar  cl^jman.  Yet  lie  is  not  a  ^pTofesoor  of  religion/  as 
their  phrase  is. '  Sangoine  as  the  enthusiasts  are  of  *  bringing  him 
oVer,'  we,  who  understand  him,  see  that  he  is  actuated  only  by  a 
desire  for  the  moral  improrement  of  the  people.^' 

^  A  commendable  instance  of  pablic  ^irit  T'-  smiled  the  yonng 
lady. 

Mrs.  Moreaa  was  at  a.  loss  to  know  whether  there  was,  or  was 
not  a  spite  of  sarcasm  in  her  tonew  A  second's  meditation  showed 
her  the  improbability  of  the  suspicion,  and  die  went  t)n : 

''  MoreoTer,  he  is  one  of  the  most  affectionate  men  alive,  dis- 
tant as  he  seems  in  general  so<jety;  and  his  old  housekeeper — ^the 
norse  of  ns  all — ^is  greatly  attached  to  her  church.  He  spares  no 
trouble  or  expense  to  humor  her  whims,  and  I  must  say,  she  is 
fond  of  him,  poor  creature  I  in  her  odd  way,  and  manages  his 
household  wonderfully  welL  That  is  she  I  the  queer,  dwarfish 
figure,  pouring  out  a  glass  of  water  for  him.  Would  yo|i  not 
think,  from  his  smUe  and  bow,  that  she  was  a  countess  ?" 

"  Queen  Mab,  perhaps,  somewhat  advanced  in  years,"  returned 
Miss  Rashleigh  ;  and  if  die  remarked  how  becoming  was  that 
smile  to  the  proud,,  grave  features  of  the  lauded  "  brother,"  his 
sister  was  none  the  wiser  for  it. 

**  Mr.  Laidley  wishes  to  pay  bis  respects  to  you,  Eleanor,'^ 
said  Mr.  Argyle,  coming  up  to  the  Moreaus'  end  of  the  table. 

"  And,  fearing  lest  I  might  not  be  recognized,  I  solicited  your 
brother's  good  offices  to  make  me  known,'^  subjoined  that  gentle- 
mam  ''  It  has  been  many  years  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  yon,  madam.  May  I  ask  you  to  present  me  to  Mr. 
Moreau  ?" 

His  benevolent  countenance  and  pleasant  voice  were  an  instant 
recommendation  to  Miss  Ba^hleigh's  favor.    Her  expressive  eyes 
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said  this  so  plainly,  that  Eleanor  did  not  hesitate  to«  introduce 
him  to  h^  also.  He  looked  earnestly  at  her,  as  if  he  wished  to 
engine  her  in  conversatipn  ;  bat  the  bustle  of  another  approach 
and  recognition  separated  them. 

"  Why,  there  is  Mftrcia  Carxingtoa  T  exclaimed  Eleanor,  as  a 
gaUy-dressed  lady  came  eag^ly  towaid  her. 

-  Mr.  Argyle  stpod  accidentally  next  to  Miss  RashleigX  and  she 
felt  him  start  and  moT^,  as  if  to  go  away.  He  changed. his  pur- 
pose, however,  and  stood  his  ground. 

^'  My  dear  Eleanor  1"  cried  the  new-<;omer,  kissing  Mrs. 
Moreau  affectionately  ;  "  I  am  glad  to  see  you  looking  so  young 
and  well  t  How  are  you,  Mr.  Moreau  ?  Mr.  Argyle  " — ^blushing, 
as  he  bowed  instead  of  shaking  hands,  as  she  evidently  expected 
hun  to  do. 

**  How  natural  everything  and  everybody  seems  J  and  I  have 
not  been  home  before  for  five  years  J  Haw  are.  your  children, 
Eleapor  ?  I  have  three  of  mine  here  with  me,  to-day  ;  I  never 
stir  without  them." 

Eleanor  took  advantage  of  her  pause,  to  name  her  stranger* 
guests.  Miss  Bashleigh  touched  her  govenuMs's  arm,  when  the 
dialogue  between  the  friends  was  resumed  ;  and,  Mr.  Moreau, 
b^ing  also  engaged  in  talk  with  other  acquaintances,  the  two  left 
the  group  unperceived.  A  footman,  English  in  face  and  dress, 
obeyed  a  motion  from  the  younger  lady,  and  followed  them. 

**  Why,  Mr.  Moreau  I"  said  his  wife,  presently,  breaking  off  in 
the  flow  of  inquiries  and  answers,  ''  where  are  Miss  Rashleigh 
and  Mrs.  Holt  ?" 

"  I  don't  know,  lam  sure,  my  dear,"  replied  he,  lookinjg  about 
him,  as  Bopeep  might  have  done,  when  her  sheep  **  were  all  a- 
fleeting/' 

"  Do  go,  and  look  for  them  I  I  should  never  forgive  myself, 
if  they  were  to  feel  slighted,  or  if  anything  were  to  happen  to 
them     They  know  nobody  here,  except  ourselves." 
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*'  Who  are  they  ?"  asked  Mrs.  Carrington,  as  Mr.  Moreau  went 
meekly  on  his  hunt. 

*'  llaTen't  you  heard  of  them  ?  Mr.  Moreau's  English  rela- 
tives, who  have  bonght  Briarwood  ?" 

**  Oh,  yes  t  Ma  was  telling  me  about  tltem,  and  of  Cousin 
Nancy^s  ingratitude  in  accepting  the  place  of  housekeeper — 
stewardess,  she  calls  it — after  all  that  ma  has  done  for  her — and 
only  because  this  Mr. " 

"  Colond  Rashleigh,"  corrected  Eleanor. 

"  Colonel,  then,  offered  such  a  high  salary  for  a  competent 
manager  1  Mrs.  Bashleigh  is  too  fine  a  lady,  I  hear,  to  attend 
to  domestic  affairs." 

**  Colonel  Rashleigh  is  Mr.  Moreau's  uncle  T'  said  Eleanor,  so 
dignifiedly,  that  her  insensitive  friend  could  not  but  take  the  hint. 

"  Is  he  ?  I  beg  your  pardon  for  speaking  so  freely.  After  all, 
there  is  no  dependence  to  be  put  in  reports.  I  often  tell  Mr. 
Carrington  that  I  do  not  believe  one  half  of  what  I  hear.  I  have 
my  hands  so  full  of  my  own  business — servants  and  babies,  and 
all  that,  that  I  have  precious  little  time  for  scandal " 

"  As  I  was  saying,"  continued  Mrs.  Moreau,  in  the  old  Eleanor 
Argyle  manner,  "  one  of  the  principal  reasons  which  Colonel 
Rashleigh  had  for  settling  in  Virginia — ^in  America,  indeed — was, 
that  he  might  be  near  his  nephew.  Mr.  Moreau  is  the  son  of  the 
colonel's  sister,  whose  marriage  with  a  Frenchman  and  subse- 
quent emigration  so  displeased  her  family,  that,  for  many  years, 
they  refused  to  hold  any  communication  with  her.  About  three 
years  ago,  Mr.  Moreau,  as  her  only  surviving  son,  received  a 
letter  from  his  nncle,  asking  information  respecting  himself  and 
family,  and  since  then,  they  have  kept  up  a  constant  correspon- 
dence. We  have  often  entreated  the  old  gentleman  to  come  out 
to  this  country^,  for  having  no  son  of  his  own,  he  appears  to  feol 
that  his  nephew  is  the  stay  of  his  house.  So,  last  fall,  he  coni- 
p^saioned  Mj  Moreau  to  purchase  Brierwood — we  having  written 
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to  him  a  deecription  of  the  place,  and  that  it  was  for  sale — and 
they  took  possesnoD,  this  spring." 

''  He  is.  very  wealthy,  I  suppose,"  said  Marcia. 

Matrimony  had  not  tended  to  alter  .the  prosaic  turn  of  her 
character.    She  was  still  literal  and  material  as  ever. 

■ 

''  So  it  IS  believed,"  answered  £leanor,  with  cantioas  signifi- 
cancy.  "  His  establishment  is  extremely  handsome,  and  his  ex- 
penditures lavish. .  Then  his  wife  and  daughter  have  the  air  of 
people  who  have  always  moved  in  the  highest  circles." 

"  That  was  Mrs.  Baahleigh  here,  just  now — ^was  it  not  V 

Eleanor  looked  provoked.  ''  No,  mdeed  1  only  the  governess 
— a  nice  sort  of  person,  but  a  mere  nobody.  Mrs.  Rashleigh 
must  have  been  very  beautiful  in  her  youth.  She  is  tall  and 
dignified — almost  too  stately ;  pale,  and  rather  reserved  in  manh 
ner.  Her  health  has  not  been  good  for  a  long  while.  Colonel 
Rashleigh*  hq)es  that  the  change  of  climate  may  be  beneficial  to 
her.  He  is  her  senior  by  twenty  years  or  more,  and  seems 
devotedly  attached  to  her." 

"Certainly — of  course  I"  Mrs.  Carrington  assented^  abstractedly. 
She  was  looking  quite  away  from  tiie  speaker,  whose  discourse 
was  more  entertaining  to  herself  than  to  any  one  ^Ise,  outside  the 
pale  of  family  interests.  **  Tour  brother  has  changed  a  great 
deal  since  I  last  saw  him,"  she  observed,  casually,  not  at  all  like 
one  who  had  any  special  concern  in  him  or  his  looks. 

"  In  what  respect  7"  asked  Eleanor,  coolly. 

"He  has  grown  older  and  has  a  grave — I  was  about  to  say, 
a  stem  air." 

"  The  natural  consequence  of  increase  of  years  and  responsi- 
bility," Mrs.  Moreau  replied,  yet  more  frigidly.  ''He  is  con- 
tented, happy  and  useful.  His  warmest  friends  .could  ask  for 
nothing  better  for  him.  We — ^his  relations — beg  him  to  marry 
for  the  sake  of  the  name  and  estate ;  but  he  laughs  at  the  idea 
of  resigning  the  liberty  that  he  loves." 
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And  having,  as  she  flattered  herself,  inflicted  a  wonnd  in  tlie 
self-love  of  l^er  dear  friend,  she  proposed  ^  return  to  the  church. 

Miss  Rashlcigh's  ramble  ^ith  her  gotemess  soon  led  .them  out 
of  the  temporary  encampment.  Beyond  the  srooded  hill,  that 
formed  the  site  of  tibe  church,  was  anothet-^higher,  aad  crowned 
with  kixnriant  pines.  On  its  snmnut,  protected  by  a  rampart  of 
these  sturdy  eyergreens,  was  a  circular  clearing,  and  in  its  centre 
was  a  small  indosure,  bounded  by  a  white  pi^g. 

"  It  is  a  grave  V^  said  Miss  Rashleigh,  in  a  whisper  of  intense 
awe,  checking  herself  within* a  few  feet  of  the  spot.  Hcf  large 
eyes  were  raised  mournfully  to  her  companion,  and  her  blooming 
cheek  faded. 

''So  I  suppose,  my  dear,"  returned  Mrs.  Holt,  soothingly. 
"  There  is  nothing  in  the  circumstance  to  alarm  or  astonish  you. 
It  is  near  the  church,  and  is  a  lovely,  situation  for  'th^  house 
appointed  to  all  the  living.'    Is  there  a  headstone.?" 

The  girl  approached  with  her,  cuid  read  aloud  the  inscription  : 


'*MAR&  HALE, 
oBrr.  nu'r  xi.,  mdocJxoix. 

JBTAT.  XZVII. 
*  Tbcr*  reioalDeth  ttierefort  a  re&t  for  the  people  of  Ood.*  ** 


There  was  a  hush  of  some  minutes.  Both  ladies  remained 
gazing,  spell-bound  by  some  indefinable  attraction,  upon  the  mound 
and  its  simple  memorial-stone.  Was  it  the  wish  of  the  sleeper  to 
be  buried  here  ?  Did  his  young  head  lie  more  softly  upon  the 
pUlow,  with  the  lulling  pines  for  sentinels,  and  the  dew  and  sun- 
shine falling  freely  upon  his  green  coverlet  ?  Whose  loving  hund 
had  laid  out  the  mystic  circle  for  his  last  chamber? — had,  for 
twelve  years,  renewed  the  earth  and  turf,  and  the  railing  that  fo^ 
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'oode  the  intnudon  of  a  stranger  foot  7  What  'heart,  croshed'by 
his  nnthnely  death,  had  cioaglit  solace  in  the  pions  offices? 
"  Twenty-seyen  !"  In  that  short  life,  had  sorrow  or  tofl  taught' 
him  the  value  of  eternal  "  rest  7" 

^  It  was  yery  solemn — ^rery  sad  P  thoaght  Miss  Bashleigh, 
with  a  pained  heart.  Had  she  been  alone,  she  could  have  wept. 
No  cemetery,  crowded  with  the  insignia  of  mortality,  had  ever 
made  her  fed  the  nothingness  of  life — the  eertainfy  of  death — as 
did  this  forest  gnvre. 

"  He  was  a  eon — or  a  bt6tber-^«  husband — perhaps  even  a 
father  I'  she  .mused  aloud.  ''It  k  a  beautifdl  world  P  Her 
gaze  sought  the  rich,  blue  sky,  and  she  drew  a  long  inspiration 
oif  the  fresh  air,  aromatic  with  the  scent  of  the  pines.  ^*  A  beautl- 
ful  world-^bttt  there  are  broken  hearts  and  graves  everywiiere  I 
'-r^verywhere  I** 

** '  Some  mate,  iDglorious  Milton  here  may  re«t, 
Some  Cromwell,  guiltless  of  his  coontry's  blood,*  ^ 

quoted  Mrs.  Holt. 

Something  of  her  accustomed  archness  came  back  to  Miss 
Bashleigh's  countenance. 

**  This  is  Saturday — ^not  Sunday,  Mrs.  Holt,  and,  as  I  am  not 
a  Jewess,  I  shall  not  return  to  the  synagogue  over  there ;  I  mean  to 
sit  me  down  upon  the  grass*  here,  in  Natnre^s  temple,  and  let  her 
preach  to  me  until  it  is  time  to  go  home." 

"  My  dear  I  you  are  not  in  earnest  P 

"  Indeed  I  am,  ma'am  I  Listen  to  the  song  of  the  pines  I  They 
speak  of  solemn  and  beautiful  things  to  me.  Stay  with  me  and 
hear  them,  and  look  up  to  this  blue  canopy  above  us,  and  the 
white  clouds  sailing  over  it,  like  angel-fleets  I  It  Will  do  you 
more  good  than  a  sermon  of  man's  devising." 

The  governess  was  seriously  perplexed.  Her  pupil  was  capa 
ble  of  carrying  out  her  freak,  if  only  through  sheer  willfulDess 

8* 
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Remonstrance  might  eonfirm  her  in  the  notion,  and  it  vf  as  not 
Mrs.  Holfis  way  to  command,  if  persuasion  could  avaO  to  gain 
'  her  purpose.  What  would  the  Moreaus  feel  and  think  and 
say  7  And  Colonel  Bashleigh— the  pink  of  propriety — what  his 
judgment  would  be,  if  this  infringement  of  established  custom 
reached  his  ears,  she  could  i]!nagine,  but  not  brave. 

"  Surely,  my  lore  ^ 

She  had  advanced  these  three  words  in  the  delicate  piece  of 
diplomacy  she  tneditated,  when  help  arrived  from  another  qUarten 
The  crackling  of  dry.  sticks,  under  footsteps  ascending  the  hill, 
startled  Miss.  Bashleigh  from  tdie  seat  i^e  had  chosen. 

''Our  sanctuary  is  invaded  1"  she  said,  humedly.  "We 
will  go  I"' 

Cftting  a  parting  glance  of  pity  and  curiosity  on  the  grave, 
she  turned  away  ;  but  not  until  two  g^tlemeti  stepped  within 
the  circle. 

They  were  Mr.  Ai^le  and  Mr.  Laidley.  The  elder  gentle- 
man leaned  upon  the  arm  of  the  other,  and  stopped  on  the  pdge 
of  the  clearing  to  regain  breath,  after  the  ste^  ascent.  Both 
raised  their  hats  to  the  ladies,  without  speaking,  and  received 
as  silent  acknowledgments  of  the  courtesy.  Mr.  Laidley  spoke, 
in  a  subdued  voice,  yet  one  that  was  heard  distinctly  by  the  re- 
tiring visitors : 

''  And  you  buried  him  here  I  I  could  say,  '  Ood  bless  you  for 
itr" 
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CHAPTER  XIV, 

Gf .  iONEL  Rashlbige  read  English  news,  of  a  month  before,  that 
eyeniog ;  two  silver  candlesticks  at  one  elbow ;  his  gold  snuff- 
box open  npoa  the  shelf  attached  to  the  other  arm  of  his  great 
chair.  The  Briarwood  establishment  was  bat  a  couple  of  weeks 
old,  and  idl  went  on,  as  if  two  yean  ago,  or  twenty,  had  beheld 
its  organization.  Acting,  anconsciousiy,  upon  the  prindpld  gar- 
'deners  regard  in  trani^lantation,  the  master  of  the  household 
had  brought  along  aa  much  of  England,  as  he  eonld,  to  the  new 
world.  His  own  man,  Mrs.  Bashleigh's  maid  and  J^iiss  Bash* 
leigh's  gOYcmess,  a  coachman  and  a  footman  were  imported, 
with  much  of  the  fm-niture  bel(»iging  to  his  former  hgme.  How 
the  exotic  system,  he  aimed  to  ingraft-  upon  American  and 
Southern  society,  would  work,  was  yet  to  be  proved. 

He  certainly  looked  comfortable  enough  now.  The  room  was 
fitted  up  with  library  furniture,  oaken  and  massive,  and  darkened 
bj  time  ;  high-backed  chairs,  with  seats  of  leather  or  tapestry  ; 
heavy  curtains,  summer  though  it  was  ;  and  book-cases  filled  with 
many  venerable,  and  some  modem  volumes.  The  colonel  him- 
self was  a  portly  figure,  with  a  florid  complexion  and  white  hair, 
sitting  and  standing  very  uprightly,  and  nmrked  in  every  linea- 
ment and  motion,  as  a  man  used  to  his  peculiar  way  of  thinking 
and  doing,  and  whose  confident  expectation  was  that  the  insigni- 
ficant remainder  of  mankind  should  think  and  act  like  him. 

Eleanor's  description  of  Mrs.  Rashleigh's  persondU  did  credit  to 
bar  powers  as  a  lunner.     She  occupied  a  chair  on  the  other  side 
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of  the  table,  and  a  book  lay  in  her  lap,  which  bad  Bot  been 
opened  daring  the  half-hoar  she  had  sat  there.  Her  ^mall,  slight 
hands  were  crossed  in  listlessness  or  langour — so  still,  that  "the 
lace  ruffles  bordermg  her  wrists  did  not  qaiver.  Slie  wore  her 
nataral  hair — abundant  still,  its  many  silver  threads  showing 
brightly  amidst  its  original  blackness.  Color  and  flesh  would 
hare  been  to  her  the  gift  of  beauty,  by  obliterating  the  lines  that 
commemorated  the  ravages  of.  ill-health  or  scathing  griefs.  Her 
paleness  was  untiaturali  we  had  almost  said  unearthly  ;  and  the 
dnsky  eye  reminded  the  observer  of  an  extinct  volcano.: 

"  Margaret !  where  is  Katherine  V^  inquired  the  Colonel,  low- 
ering his  pa])er. 

"  She  went  to  her  room  after  tea.    Shall  I  send  fDr  her  1^ 

Her  motion  toward  a  hand-bell,  that  stood  between  them,  was 
arrested  by  a  gliding  step  in  the  passage,  and  the  appearance  of 
the  daughter.  She  entered  quickly  and  lightly,  without  bustle  or 
stiffness,  and  the  dim,  stately  room  seemed  brightened  by  her  pre- 
Bence.  Mrs.  Holt  followed,  netting  in  hand,  and  seated  herself  at 
a  respectful  distance  ih)m  the  light.  Not  so  the  petted  child  of ' 
the  household.  She  had  also  her  netting-box,  and  establishing 
herself  on  her  father's  wid^  footstool,  she  plied  the  tiny  ivory 
shuttle  diligently,  for  the  space  of  fully  three  minutes  and  a  half. 

"  Mrs.  Holt,"  she  said  then,  softly,  as  desiring  not  to  disturb 
the  august  reader,  ''does  not  this  very  fine  lace-work  hurt  your 
eyes  by  candlelight  ?    It  does  mine." 

"  Yon  look  at  it  more  fixedly  than  is  necessary,  perhaps,"  said 
the  goTemess. 

"What  did  yon  say  about  your  eyesf"  demanded  Colonel 
RashleigL  "That  is  very  improper  work  for  the  eyening, 
Katherine.  Are  you  pressed  for  time  ?  You  had  better  put  it 
aside  for  daylight.  It  displeases  me  to  see  you  trifle  with  your 
sight  in  that  absurd  manner.'* 

"  I  am  making  lace  for  my  wedding-dress,  papa,"  and  the  fin- 
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gers  went  foster  than  before.  "  That  thought,  if  not  the  ^ork, 
keeps  me  awake  while  70a  are  reading  that  endless  Qewspaper.  I 
felt  as  if  my  evil  gemiiB  had  chased  me  aeross  the  water,  when  I 
saw  yon  tear  off  the  cover  this  afternoon.  The  grim,  finely- 
printed  colnmns  looked  so  frightfully  familiar." 

"  Yon  are  an  imreasonafoie  child  !"  Bnt  his  accent  and  invo- 
Inntary  smile  overcame  any  Impresdon  of  rebuke  conveyed  by  the 
words.  There  wafl  a  whole  page  still  nntravelled  by  his  ^pccta- 
des  ;  yet  he  delibemteij' folded  the  sheet  and  laid  it  away  under 
a  heavy  book  npon  the  table. 

With  an  alacrity  that  cast  a  shade  of  donbt  upon  'the  reality 
t>f  her  recent  indnstrions  fit^  £[athetine  shnt  up  her  work-box  Bad 
placed  it  beside  her  andent  enemy. 

"  Now  I"  she  said,  looking  up  at  the  Colonel,  whose  air  was 
marvellously  benignant,  considering  the  m^hty  sacrifice  he  had 
just  made. 

"  And  now  I"  he  echoed,  making  an  effort  to  appear  grave. 
"  Have  yon  nothing  to  say  for  my  amusement  ?  Will  the  history 
of  your  day's  entertainment  console  me  for  the  loss  of  my  paper  ?" 

**  Doubtful  I"  She  shook  her  head  in  assumed  anxiety.  "  I 
will  do  my  best,  however.  You  heard  me  telling  mamma  at  the 
teartable  about  the  religious  services — the  ordiAation  ?" 

"  Yes  ;  but  you  said  then  that  the  etents  between  the  sermons 
were  of  a  remarkable  character.  I  understood  you  to  make  an 
observation  to  that  effect." 

''You  are  right,  sir.  We  had  a  veritable  gipsy  encanpRnt 
under  the  trees  ;  only  gipsies  do  not  have  a  superabundanc^gpf^ 
exquisitely-cooked  viands,  spread  upon  damask  by  attendant  Afri- 
cans ;  nor  do  they  sip  wine  from  -cut-glass,  and  eat  roast  chicken 
from  chma  plates.  Mrs.  Moreau,  whose  attentions  were  unceas- 
ing, invited  us  to  dine  with  her,  and,  when  we  were  expecting  to 
be  handed  to  our  carriage,  to  accompany  her  home,  Mr.  Moreau 
escorted  us  up  to  one  of  these  fauy-like  banquets." 
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''  I  doubt,  my  dear,  if  yoar  simile  is  altogether  just,"  inter- 
posed Mrs.  Holt.  **  The  food  you  hare  described  would  be  more 
unsuitable  upon  Titania's  board  than  in  a  gipsy  camp.  You  re- 
member the  dainties  she  enumerates  to  Bottom  : 

*  Aprfcockfl  and  dewberries ; 
With  purple  grapea,  green  figs  and  mulberries.*  '* 

"  Modem  elves  are  more  substantial  in  tast%?'  replied  Eatherine, 
merrily.  **  Did  riot  I  enjoy  the  fare  I  have  eulogized,  and  did 
not  Mr.  Moreau — ^my  *  cousin  Robert,'  as  he  insists  I  shall  call 
him — ^teU  me  that  I  was  a  wood-fairy  ?" 

''  What  T'  said  Colonel  Rashleigh,  frowning  slightly  ;  for  his 
ideas  upon  certain  points  were  strict.  . ''  He  is  disposed  to  be 
complimentary  upon  a  short  acquaintance.'^ 

"  He  meant  to  be  polite,  I  suppose,  papa ;  but  he  looked 
almost  vexed  when^  after  an  ineffectual  hunt  of  half  an  hour  for 
us,  we  emerged  from  the  forest,  directly  across  his  path." 

"  The  forest !    Were  yoa  unattended  P' 

''  0  no,  sir  !  Thomas  was  with  ns."  « 

"  Yery  proper,  I  should  be  displeased  to  learn  that  you  went 
without  him.    Go  on  with  your  narrative." 

"  Where  was  I  ?  I  recollect  I  at  the  table.  The  first  dish 
was  an  introduction  to  his  grace,  the  Duke." 

"  Whom  7"     Mrs.  Rashleigh  had  not  spoken  until  now. 

"%>  Malcolm  Argyle,  Lord  of  Ben  Lomond  and  the  adjacent 
territory,  who  graciously  consented  that  we  should  be  presented 
then  and  there,  the  occasion  warrantmg  a  deviation  from  the 
ordinary  rules  of  court  etiquette  ;  ^d  vouchsafed  the  additional 
honor  of  an  invitation  through  his  sister,  to  dine  at  the  royal 
board." 

"  My  dear  Miss  Rashleigh,"  said  the  conscientious  goverucss, 
''  you  are  disposed  to  be  severe  to-night.    Mr.  Argyle  appeared 
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to  me  to  be  a  handscHne  gentleman,  of  courtly  presence  it  is  tme, 
rather  tadtnim,  perhaps,  bat  I  most  confess  that  I  detected 
nothing  offensive  in  his  ^eportmiftnt.  On  the' contrary,  I  thought 
his  conduct,  and  the  two  sentences  I  heard  him  ntter,  graeefol 
and  proper." 

Like  Colonel  Bashleigh,  Mrs.  Holt  considered  the  concluding 
epithet  the  acme  of  praise  when  applied  to  behayior.. 

"I  do  not  dispute  his  C(»nelines8,"  said  Katherine.  "His 
featores  were  cast  in  a  regular  mould.  He  eyidently  considers 
that  nature,  having  done  her  work  thoroughly,  can  dispense  with 
any  aid  from  him.  Yet,  th^re  are  degrees  of  perfection,  and  a 
smile  heightens  the  beauty  of  this  Adonis  ;  such  a  gleam  as  I 
saw.  him  bestow  upon  his  familiar**-a  species  of  *  Brownie,'  who 
presides  over  hi^  household,  and  ministers  to  his  physical  wants — 
in  other  words,  an  elfish  little  woman,  protected  from  sun,  rain, 
and  general  observation  by  a  hat,  that  I  venture  io  dceiare,  ie 
the  identical  pattern  of  that  worn  by  Virgiiiia  Dare's  mother." 

"  Yirginia  Dare  1  I  do  not  remember  such  a  person,"  said  the 
Colonel. 

''The  first  white  infant  bom  in  these  American  colonies,' 
exclaimed  Katherine,  blushing  for  her  foolish  speech.  ''To 
return  to  the  Earl  Malcolm — I  am  positive  that  I  did  not  see 
him  smUe  or  unbend  his  gravity,  except  in  this  one  instance. 
You  must  have  noticed,  Mrs.  Holt,  how  haughtily  he  received 

Mrs. ,  I  forget  her  name — ^the  lady  whom  Mrs.  Moreau 

addressed  as  Marcia,  and  was  ^  glad  to  meet.  She  was  an  old 
friend,  I  gathered  from  what  she  said,  an  early  playmate,  who 
had  married  and  removed  to  a  distance.  She  said  that  she  had 
not  been  *  home'  before,  in  five  years.  Yet  Mr.  Argyle  did  not 
shake  hands  with  her,  when  hers  was  partly  extended  to  meet 
his.    No  iceberg  could  have  been  more  cold  and  repellant." 

"  He  deserves  our  compassion,"  said  Mrs.  Kashleigh,  drily. 
.  "  Why  ?"  asked  her  daughter. 
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"  Becanse  of  his  failure  to  gain  yonr  good  will." 

It  was  seldom  that  a  sentence  savoring  of  irony  escaped  the 
lady'b  lips,  and  Katherine  felt  th*e  merited  reproof  keenly.  For  an 
instant,  she  struggled  with  the  rising  tcmpei^  or  'shame  that 
soffosed  her  eyes  ;  then,  in  a  victory,  that  did  honor  to  het  nature 
or  teaching,  replied  ingenuously  : 

**  I  beg  your  pardon,  mamma,  and  thank  you  for  checking  me. 
My  strictures  were  iU-natured,  and  probably  unjust.  Hy  spirits 
run  away  with  my  sense  of  right  entirely  too  often.  But " — ^the 
cloud  passing  as  suddenly  as  it  had  Men — "  to  atone  for  my 
thoughtless  fault,  I  wiD  praise  everything  and  everybody  else, 
until  my  story  is  over — an  easy  task,  where  there  is  nothing  to 
blame.  Mrs.  Holt,  I  have  a  bad  memory  for  names.  How  did 
Mrs.  Moreau  call  the  minister  who  preached  the  second  sermon  ?< 
She  recognized  an  old  acquaintanc^e  in  him,  and  introduced  -him 
to  ufl  at  luncheoii." 
'  "  Mr.  Laidley,"  prompted  the  governess. 

"  O  yes  I  I  really  fell  in  love  with  him,  and  I  liked  his  dis- 
course too.  There  was  an  irresistible  sweetness  and  sincerity  in 
his  look  and  manner.  Did  you  not  think  his  voice  very  melodious 
for  one  of  his  age  ?  It  did  not  break  or  quaver,  all  the  while  he 
was  preaching,  and  in  singing,  it  was  yet  more  wonderful.  You 
must  have  distinguished  it — we  sat  so  near  the  pulpit.  I  was 
sorry  to  hear  Mrs.  Moreau  say  that  he  resided  some  distance 
away.  He  seldom  visits  this  part  of  the  country  now,  she  told 
me  ;  but  this  being  an  extraordinary  occasion,  some  of  his 
admirers — ^her  brother  among  them — wrote  him  an  urgent  request 
for  his  attendance." 

"  You  considered  him  an  eloquent  orator— <-did  you,  Mrs. 
Holt  7"  said  the  Colonel,  more  formally  than  he  had  spoken  with 
his  daughter. 

"  His  sermon  was  good,  sir  ;  unexceptionable,  as  to  its  lo^c 
and  morals.    It  was  more  hortatory  in  its  character  than  I  have 
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been  used  to  hear,  and  his  manner,  while  it  did  not  Gffend  a 
refined  taste,  was  warmer  than  a  clergyman  of  the  church  would 
have  adopted  on  such  an  occasion.  Nevertheless,  Miss  Bash- 
leigh's  picture  is  a  tme  one.  He  reminded  me  yividly  of  €owper's 
model  divine.: 

*  Hia  theme  divine ; 
Hi8  office  sacred,  liis  credentials  cleac, 
By  hiiD)  the  TioUtted  law  speaks  oat 
-    Its  thtmdeiSf  and  by  him^^  in  strains  as  sweet 
An  aagelft  use,  the  Qospel  whispera  peaee.' " 

With  all  her  ret^iect  for  her  instructress,  Katherine  had  a 
nervous  dread  of  her  mania  for  quotations.  Foreseeing  a  com- 
panion portrait  to  the  aJ>ove,  from  some  other  esteemed  author, 
she  addressed  herself  hastDy  taher  mother. 

"  Mamma,  we  h^d  an  adventure— made  a  discovery  this  noon, 
that  saddened  and  interested  us.  As  I  have  said,  we  tired  of  the 
crowd,  and  rambled  off  into  the  wild,  beautifnl  woods  that  sur- 
rounded the  church.  There  is  a  gproap  of  tall  grand  pines,  quite 
away  f^om  the  house — ^a  quarter  of  a  mile,  I  should  say.  Is  it 
not,  Mrs.  Holt  T 

''Scarcely  half  so  far,  my  dear  Miss  Bashleigh.    Yet  it  k 
difficult  to  judge  of  distance,  where  the  ground  is  so  uneven.  . 
We  climbed  a  hill,  you  remember." 

"  Yes,  ma'am.  And  on  the  top,  mamma,  there  was  a  circle 
where  no  trees  grew,  and  there  we  found  a  solitary  grave  ;  not 
neglected  and  overgrown,  as  if  a  forgotten  stranger  were^  buried 
there,  but  neatly  railed  in,  and  the  turf  was  clipped  carefully.  I 
meant  to  have  inquired  of  Mrs.  Moreau  concerning  its  history, 
but  the  bustle  after  church  drove  it  out  of  my  mind." 

"  That  it  was  cared  for  at  all  is  remarkable,"  observed  the 
Colonel.  "  The  general  neglect  of  burying-grounds  in  this  country 
displeases  me  exceedingly.    There  are  duties  to  the  dead,  as  well 
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as  to  the  living.  I  was  absolatelj  shocked  at  the  condition  of 
the  gravejard  attached  to  this  plantation.  Not  a  tomb6tone  in 
the  whole  of  it  I" 

**  There  was  a  headstone  to  the  one  I  speak  of/'  said  Eathe- 
rinc,  "  and  although  an  unpretending,  by  no  means  a- rude  affair. 
The  inscription  .was  in  keeping  with  it.''  Her  voice  sank  as  she 
repeated  it.  "  '  Mark  Hale.  Died  February  11, 1799.  Aged  27. 
There  remaineth  therefore  a  rest  for  the  people  of  God.' " 

The  governess  chanced  to  cast  her  eye  toward  Mrs.  Rashleigh, 
and  she  alone  noticed  the  sodden  clasping  of  the  taper  fingers ; 
the  sallow,  greenish  hue,  that  overspread  the  always  pallid  cheek. 
The  eyes  closed,  and  the  brows  met  in  a  spasm,  deadly  in  its 
agony,  yet  so  brief  that  when  the  astounded  looker-on  recovered 
from  the  paralysis  of  fa(5ulties,  never  rash  in  their  impulses,  the 
lady  sat,  as  she  had  done,  throughout  the  rest  of  their  conver- 
sation— ^unpajBsive,  indifferent — ^the  impersonation  of  languor. 

Colonel  Rashleigh  yawned  behind  liis  hand,  and  stole  a  look  at 
the  unfinished  newspaper,  which  said  as  openly  as  words  could 
have  done,  that  the  topic  was  becoming  dull  to  him.  He  was  not 
romantic  himself.  His  mental  and  physical  conformations  resem- 
bled each  other  in  heaviness.  He  condescended  to  be  amused  by 
his  daughter,  because  she  was  his,  and  possessed  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  his  genuine  affection  than  any  other  creature  alive,  except- 
ing his  wife. 

Mrs.  Holt  was  not  backward  to  take  the  hint.  "  The  day  had 
been  a  fatiguing  one,"  she  soon  discovered,  "  and  the  nights  were 
growing  shorter.  With  Mrs.  Rashleigh's  permission,  she  would 
retire.  And,  if  she  might  take  the  liberty,  in  her  parents'  pre- 
sence, she  would  recommend  a  similar  course  to  Miss  Kashleigh." 

Mrs.  Rashleigh  consented  to  her  withdrawal,  and  ratified  her 
counsel  to  her  pupil  by  a  bend  of  the  head.    The  Colonel  invari 
ably  sat  up  late  ;  why,  no  one  knew,  except  that  it  had  been  his 
habit  from  his  youth,  and  he  abhorred  any  departure  from  ancient 
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cufitoms.  So,-  when  Eatherine  saw  Mm,  unfold  the  neglected 
periodical,  and  repolish  his  spectacles,  she  arose,  with  an  inaudible 
sigh,  and  kissed  her  parents  "  Goofl  night." 

"**  Yon  are  pale,  mamma !"  stie  said,  sarprised  at  the  chUl 
touch  of  her  lips.     "  Do  you  feel  unwell  ?" 

"  No.  The  warm  weather  tries  my  strength.  I  shall  soon 
become  accustomed  to  it." 

Colonel  Bashleigfa  rang  the  bell,  and  when  her  maid  appeared, 
gave  Mrs.  Bashleigh  his  arm  to  her.  chamber  door.  There  he 
left  her,  ^nd  returning  to  the  library,  summoned  his  man,  and 
sent  him  up  to  his  mistress  with  a  glass  of.  old  wine,  which  he 
selected  and  poured.ont  with  his  own  hands.  If  he  was  sparing 
of  verbal  expressions  of  fcmdness,  his  scrupulous  attention  to  her 
wants  and  extreme  respect  for  her  person  and  opinions,  bore  out 
Eleanor^ 8  assertion  of  his  attachment  to  his  wife. 

It  was  too  early  for  Katherlne  to  sleep,  and  the  loveliness  of 
the  May  night  lured  her  to  the  window.  It  was  very  calm  and 
bright — a  still,  fragrant  hour.  The  young  girl  crossed  her  arms 
on  the  window-seat  and  leaned  out — ^her  face  sadly  changed  from 
the  joyous  air  she  had  worn  below  stairs.  She  was  very  lonely- 
hearted — this  favorite  of  fortnne-~desolate,  with  the  yearning 
desolation  that  wails  unceasingly  through  the  empty  **  Innermost " 
of  the  soul,  for  love  I  fullnesa  of  love  I 

It  was  a  coarse,  cruel  sneer — ^unworthy  of  one  of  England's 
greatest  artists — ^when  he  said,  that  "  a  woman  had  rather  be 
courted  and  jilted,  than  never  to  be  courted  at  all."  Another, 
whom  the  alchemy  of  sorrow  had  tested  and  purified,  has  brought 
out  from  this  rough  stone  the  lustre  of  a  trutb^  as  universal  as 
beautiful : 

*'  Better  to  hare  loved  and  lost, 
Than  neyer  to  have  loved  at  aU.'* 

It  is  easy,  or  it  would  not  be  so  common,  for  .those  who  have 
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learned  by  yean  of  enforced  abstemionsitiees,  a  negative  content 
vriih  the  cmsts  and  cmmbs  of  affection  that  fall  to  their  share,  to 
spook  contemptuously  of  the  '^mawkish  fancies^"  the  ''poling 
sentimentality  "of  their  earlier  days.  Such  hearts  may  clap  their 
lean  hands  in  mirthless  laughter,  or  point  iritheringly,  ds  at 
chUdren,  chasing  pamted  babbles,  when  the  young  press,  and 
striye  hotly  for  the  prize  that  hangs  **  highest  and  most  daz- 
zlingly  upon  the  horizon  '*  of  each.  There  are  even  thoso— sorrow- 
fully we  write  it — ^whose  agonized  prayer  in  their  own  spnrit-need, 
the  lovmg  Father  heard  and  answered  bonntifdlly,  who,  now, 
accustomed  to  the  luxury  of  fnll  hearts  and  happy  homes,  forget 
former  privations,  and  chide  With  wonderment,  instead  of  pitying 
the  expression  of  like  necessities  in  others.  There  is  a  heartless--* 
we  would  fain  deem  it  a  thonghtless-^-otherwise,  it  is  a  base, 
unworthy  cant  on  this  sobject,  affected  by  people  in  middle  life, 
which  is  either  softened  by  the  approach  of  second  childhood,  or 
embittered  into  malignity  by  old  age.  "  Old  people  know  young 
people  to  be  fools."  "They  go  through  love-fits  along  with  the 
measles  and  whooping-cough."  ^' Young  hearts  are  none  the 
worse  for  fifty  firactures."  "  It  is  only  a  turn  of  puppy-love, 
which  he  will  outgrow." 

Such  are  the  elegant  and  humane  adages,  that  epitomize  the 
wisdom  of  the  sect.  O,  woe  I  woe  !  to  the  mother,  who,  serene 
in  a  happiness,  strengthened,  while  it  is  tempered  by  Time,  ffuls 
to  sympathize  with  the  crimsoned  cheek,  the  fluttering  heart,  the 
silent  tear,  that  betray  a  daughter's  initiation  into  the  lore,  which 
was  once  the  food  of  her  thoughts  through  anxious  nights  and 
days  of  deep,  yet  troubled  joy.  Why  not  teach  our  children  that 
the  friendships  and  loves,  seen  rich  and  warm,  with  the  early 
summer  glow  upon  them,  are  but  the  foretaste  of  the  divine,  all- 
pervading  sentiment,  which  God  would  have  His  immortal  crear 
tures  know  ?  Have  you  ever  thought — ^you,  who  hold  that  a  fit 
preparation  for  "Life's  realities"  (a  term  hateful  as  trite!)  is 
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a  mastery  of  the  judgment  over  the  heatt ;  a  thorough  subjoga- 
tioQ  of  impetaosity  to  common  sense  ^  an  uiroofing  an<}  under- 
mining  and  explosion  and  palTerioation,  to  the  last  atom,  of  the 
castles,  which  children  and  youths  will  erect,  with  only  air  for 
foundation  and  superstructure/;  you,  who  would  drug  into  insen- 
sibility, the  g^erous  impulse  and  ardent  devotion  of  hearts, 
whose  veins  run  red^  fast,,  young  blood,  as  the  Creator  wills  they 
shall ;  have  you  ever  thought,  we  ask,  of  the  meaning  of  that 
text,.  "  If  a  man  lave  not  his  brother,  whom  he  hath  seen,  how 
can  he  love  God,  whom  he  hath  not  seen  ?" 

How  shall  we,^  in  the  Heaven  of  love,  practise  what  we  are 
making  it  the  study  of  our  lives  to  unlearn  ? 

Kathmne  iRashleigh  was  essentially  healthy  in  mind  and  body. 
Hers  was  a  brave,  buoyant  Bpirit,  that  would  have  laughed  to 
scorn  sickly  fancies  and  imaginary- woes.  And,  precisely  because 
it  was  sound  and  strong,  it  craved  its  natural  food  and  rightful 
companionship.  The  lark  remembcrs>  at  its  hi^heot  flight,  its 
nest  in  the  grass,  and  the  eagle,  proud  voyager  of  the  empyrean, 
is  never,  from  choice,  a  mateless  bird.  Circumstances,  not  her 
inclination,  had  ordained  that  this  girl,  with  a  large,  warm  heart, 
sympathies  ready  and  keen — should  never,  within  her  recoll^ion, 
have  had  a  bosom  friend ;  that  there  should  not  be,  for  her,  in 
the  world,  a  breast  upon  which  she  could  cast,  herself  in  sudden 
joy  or  sorrow  ;  not  a  being  to  whom  she  could  say,  in  the  frank 
heartiness  of  affection — "  I  love  you  1" 

She  had  indistinct  memories,  like  floating 'dreams,  of  a  time 
when  their  household  atmosphere  was  different  from  what  it  now 
was  ;  heard,  in  the  Past,  faint  echoes  of  fond  names  and  endear- 
ing phrases  bestowed  upon  herself  ;  but  these  were  visions  that 
dissolved  into  mist,  when  she  would  have  examined  them  more 
nearly.  She  loved  the  father,  whose  sole  amusement  she  was. 
She  could  not  but  perceive  his  partiality  for,  and  pride  in  her,  and 
he  seldom,  if  ever,  denied  her  expressed  wishes  if  their  objects  w<»ro 
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procurable  by  his  means.  Bat  he  was  'painfHllj  formal,  and  as 
regarded  fiBeliiig,  absolntelj  nndemonstrative.  Like  a  leaden 
Saturn,  he  revolyed  slowly,  bearing  his  satellites  along  in  his  grey, 
sunless  orbit.  Mrs.  Holt  wu  kind-hearted,  and  faithfol  in  the 
performance  of  her  duty  to  her  pupil,  to  whom  years  of  association 
had  made  her  society  and  advice  indispensable  ;  but  there  was  no 
inherent  congeniality,  not  one  symptom  of  electiTq  afiEmity  between 
their  diBposltions.  The  one  was  pedantic,  cautious,  and  a  devotee 
to  rule  and  custom  on  all  points  ;  the  other,  a  genuine  democrat, 
claiming  liberty  of  thought,  language  and  act.  Many  zealous  and 
fruitless  attempts  had  Mrs.  Hdt  made  to  reform,  according  to 
rectilinear  principles,  the  free  curres  of  a  character  that  gained 
her  affection,  while  to  manage  it  baffled  her  skill.  Mrs.  Rashleigh 
had  been  an  inyalid  from  her  daughter's  sixth  year  ;  never  very 
ill ;  never  complaining,  yet  alT^ys  pale  and  feeble,  and  the  cause 
of  solicitude  to  her  friends  and  compassion  among  her  acquaint- 
ances. Not  a  compassion  that  implied  a  failure  of  respect 
toward  its  object.  The  dignity,  approaching  to  severity,  that 
characterized  the  lady'0  countenance  and  deportment,  the  sound 
judgment  and  strict  observation  manifest  in  whatever  she  Bald, 
inspiaed  a  feeling  akin  to  awe,  even  in  her  admirers. 

The  society  chosen  and  attracted  by  such  a  nucleus,  could  not 
be  extensive  or  brilliant.  To  the  young  daughter  it  was  stupid 
beyond  comparison,  and  she  gladly  welcomed  the  proposed  re- 
moval to  another  continent,  as  a  promise  of  a  more  eventful  and 
less  hackneyed  life.  For  a  whUe,  the  novelty  and  excitement 
incident  to  the  change  of  country,  had,  by  keeping  her  fancy  in 
play,  silenced  the  old,  homesick  yearning,  but  to-night  it  found 
her  off  her  guard,  and  resumed  possession. 

"  Everybody  beddes  me  has  some  one  to  love,  and  by  whom  ho 
is  loved,"  she  said,  in  }ier  repining  heart.  ''  That  haughty  man 
I  saw  to-day  has  a  faithful  follower,  who  adores  him,  and  nobody 
ever  looks  at  me  as  he  did  at  her.    She  is  called  old  and  homely 


NSMSBIB.  191 

and  poor  5  I,  young,  pcettj  and  wealthy;  yet  ghe  is  the  richer  of 
the  two.  And  that  lonely  deeper  under  the  pines  I  Through 
the  heat  of  a  dozen  summers  and  the  cold  of  a  dozen  winters,  the 
hand  of  love  has  tended  his  buriai-place.  Who,  that  Kres,  would 
weep  a  dozen  days  for  me  7  Is  this  to  last  always  ?"  In  a 
petulant  de^Mur,  she  struck  her  bosom  with  her  denched  hand. 
'^  Why  cannot  I  kill  jny  heart  and  ^eem — ^yes  I  he  like  those 
around  me  1" 

The  tree-tops  scarcely  moved  in  the  still  air  ;  yet  a  sound,  like 
the  distant  breath  of  the  wind  through  the  hall,  caught  her  ear. 
It  was  repeated,  and,  with  a  tremor  she  could  not  explain,  she 
approached  the  door  and  listened.  It  came  once  more — a  moan 
— a  shuddering  sigh,  that  was  human  in  its  tone  and  anguish.  Lest 
another  repetition  should  deprive  her  of  the  courage  to  seek  out 
its  origin,  she  stepped  noiselessly  into  the  long  corridor,  dark,  but 
for  a  glimmer  of  moonbeams  at  the  further  end,  and  a  streak  of 
light  under  the  door  next  her  own.  It  was  her  mother's  dressing- 
room,  and  when  after  a  second's  waiting,  she  traced  the  unusual 
sound  to  this,  filial  apprehension  supplanted  the  superstitious  dread 
that  had  begun  to  take  hold  of  her.  Her  hesitating  tap  waa 
unanswered,  and  she  opened  the  door. 

It  was  a  small  apartment,  adjoining  Mrs.  Ilashleigh's  chamber, 
and  plainly,  almost  meanly 'fitted  up,  as  she  had  directed.  It  con- 
tained a  toilet-table,  a  couple  of  chairs  and  a  large,  blue  chest, 
bound  with  iron,  and  bearing  the  marks  of  long  and  rough  usage. 
The  top  of  this  was  raised,  and  Mrs.  Bashleigh  knelt  before  it, 
her  back  to  the  outer  entrance.  She  wore  her  night-dress,  and 
her  loosened  hair  rolled  in  gloomy  volumes  on  her  shoulders. 
Katherine  could  neither  see  her  face  nor  the  contents  of  the  trunk ; 
only  that  the  crouching  figure  clasped  something — some  article  of 
apparel,  it  seemed — to  her  bosom,  and  wept  over  it  ;^the  plain- 
tive, heart-piercing  moan  that  had  reached  her  chamber.  All  this 
was  the  observation  of  an  instant     No  mortal  intrusion  was  per- 
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missible  in  gach  a  sceoe.    Katherine  had  stepped  back  into  the 
passage,  and  was  drawing  the  door  softlj  after  her,  when  the 
moaning  became  brokenly  articulate. 
.    '*  My  husband  I    My  husband  I" 

This  was  what  the  inyoluntary  listener  beliered  that  she  heard, 
as  she  left  the  weeper  alone  with  her  midnight  griel 


I 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

Bek  Lomond  Iiad  its  qaota  of  clerical  gaests,  that  Saturday 
night.  It-wa^  near  the  church,  and  had  been  the  wayside  resting- 
place  of  their  profession  for  a  generation  back.  Miss  Barbara's 
notable  housewifery  secured  their  outward  comfort,  and  the 
society  of  the  present  master  was  more  to  the  taste  of  men  of 
their  intellectual  and  moral  stamp  than  his  father's  had  eyer 
proved.  The  hospitable  host  at  table  ;  the  social  companion,  as 
they  sat  over  their  pipes  in  the  evening  ;  the  profound  thinker 
and  erudite  scholar  in  their  graver  conversation,  he  had  an  honor- 
able jplace  in  the  estimation  of  each.  J 

.Mr.  Laidley,  as  the  oldest  minister  present,  led  in  evening 
worship,  and  failed  not  to  commend  to  the  God  of  the  sainted 
mother,  the  son,  who  was  now  the  head  of  the  family,  and  to 
whom  the  church  she  loved,  looked,  with  eager  concern,  to  fulfill 
her  wishes  in  behalf  of  this  portion  of  the  Lord's  vineyard. 

Malcolm  had  seen  the  last  of  the  company  to  his  chamber,  and 
was  moodily  pacing  the  great  drawiAg-room,  when  a  dry  cough 
announced  Miss  Barbara. 

**  What  is  it  ?"  said  he,  checking  his  march. 

"  Thought,  maybe,  you  wanted  somethin'  ^  ■ 

"  Nothmg,  I  thank  you." 

He  recommenced  his  walk. 

Miss  Barbara  snuffed  the  candles  ;  collected  the  pipes  into  the 
tobacco-box  ;  brushed  the  ashes  from  the  table,  and  pushed  the 
chairs  into  order  against  the  wainscot. 
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"  That  will  do,  I  think/'  said  Malcolm,  finally,  as  impatientlj;, 
as  he  eyer  addressed  her. 

"  Ain't  you  tired  7  Do  sit  down  I"  replied  she,  wheeling 
around  an  easy  chair. 

"  I  am  tired — and  that  is  why  I  prefer  walking." 

"Jest  like  a  man  I  the  more  he  needs  comfort,  the  more  he 
won't  take  it  1" 

''  That  matters  little,  proTided  he  d^ns  not  interfere  with  the 
comfort  of  others,"  rejoined  Malcolm,  smiling  sadly.  "Do  I 
trouble  you,  Aunt  Bab  7" 

**  Tou  do  that !  the  livelong  time  1"  she  broke  forth,  droppuig 
into  a  chair,  and  heating  a  deep  breath.  "  Night  and  day  t 
night  and  day  1  and  all  my  prayer  is^  ^  Lord  I  how  long  i  how 
long  P" 

Malcolm  stopped  short,  and  gazed  at  her,  dumb  with  astonish* 
ment. 

"  And  to-night,  when  that  blessed  man  prayed  that '  peace  and 
prosperity  might  abide  beneath  this  roof,'  I  could  hardly  keep 
from  cryin'  out,  '  Let  alone  the  prosperity,  if  so  be  the  Lord  will 
send  the  master  peace  in  his  soul  and  rest  to  his  heart  I' " 

"  I  am  grateful  for  your  prayers.  Aunt  Bab,"  said  Malcolm, 
gently.  "  If  they  do  not  avail  much  in  my  behalf,  they  will  bring 
down  blessings  upon  your  head,  I  trust." 

Miss  Barbara  made  a  gesture  of  despair.  "  Jest  to  hear  him ! 
when  the  greatest  blessin'  I  ask  upon  earth  is  to  have  my  child 
back  again.  Oh,  my  boy  I  my  boy  I"  the  tears  raining  down  her 
withered  cheeks ;  "  I  know  you  have  had  trials  and  troubles, 
hard  to  be  borne.  Your  best  friends,  and  your  own  flesh  and 
blood  have  turned  against  you.  The  wicked  have  fou't  with  you, 
and  prevailed  ;  but  it  don't  excuse  you  in  the  sight  of  God,  for 
rejectin'  His  love,  and  hatin'  your  fellow-men.  Let  me  say  my 
say  !  It's  been  a-gatherin'  in  my  mind  for  years.  I  loved  you 
when  you  was  laid  in  my  arms — ^a  teeny  baby.  So  proud  and  glad 
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we  was,  that  a  son  was  born.  If  I  conid  ha'  looked  for'ard,  and 
seen  yon  what  yon  are  this  day,  I  wonld  ha'  begged  the  Lord  to 
take  your  little  life  then — ^yes  I  a^d  thanked  Him,  if  He  had 
fr^ne  it.  Not  ^hat  yon  ain't  a  comfort  to  me — not  that  yon 
haven't  done  eyerythin'  that  a  master,  without  religion  can  do, 
for  your  s^rrants.  It's  yonr  duty  to  yourself  that  ain't  attended, 
to.  Oh  I  when  I  remember  the  pretty  laaghin'  boy — ^the  merry, 
handsome,  kind  yoong  man,  that  had  a  word  and  a  smile  for 
everybody,  and  that  everybody  loved — and  then  see  yon  now, 
old  before  yonr  time— cold,  and  hard,  aind  offish  to  your  old 
friends,  «nd  not  carin'  to  make  new  ones  ;  nnforgivin'  to  them  as 
has  wronged  yon,  and  never  askin'  the  Almighty  to  forgive  you 
and  grant  yon  another  and  a  softer  heart — ^is  it  a  wonder  that 
my  &ith  a'most  dies  out  ?" 

She  rocked  to  and  fro,  her  head  between  her  hands,  her  elbows 
on  her  knees.  Malcolm's  features  nnderwoort  a  variety  of  changes 
during  this  unprecedented  outflow  of  feeling.  Surprise  and  dis- 
pleasure at  her  boldness  subdded  into  pitying  affection,  as  he 
drew  near  and  leaned  on  the  back  of  herchair. 

'*  Yon  have  surprised  me.  Aunt  Bab.  It  is  years  since  the 
matters,  to  which  you  refer,  were  mentioned  between  us.  It  was 
my  wish  that  they  should  be  forgotten,  at  any  rate,  by  you." 

**  Why  not  by  yon  7"  asked  she,  raising  her  head. 

"  That  is  impossible." 

"  *  Forgive  and  forget '  is  the  right  rule." 

''  I  profess  to  do  neither  I" 

His  blood  was  rising.  He  strode  rapidly  through  the  room 
twice,  and  returned  to  her. 

"I  confess  that  I  am  the  harsh,  unlovable  being  you  have 
described.  I  shun  the  company  of  both  men  and  women  whom  I 
have  known  from  my  youth  up.  I  make  no  distinctions  between 
them  and  strangers..  And  why?  I  left  home,  the  trusting, 
happy  boy  ;  at  peace  with  the  world  and  those  of  my  own  blood 
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wilb'og  to  believe  all  uncharitable  thonghts  I  had  ever  indalged, 
onjiist ;  ready  to  forgiye  the  Beeming  wrong  I  toold  not  explain 
awaj.  Two  years  la(ter,  I  came  home  to  find  that  father  and 
sister,  had  leagaed  with  the  basest  of  tools,  to  destroy  an.  intfo* 
cent  man,  to  whom  my  obUgations  were  boundless  ;  a  pore,  noble 
spirit,  Whose  only  crime  was  that  he  and  his  had  saved  my  life, 
and  that  I  lov^d  them  fbrit ;  to  learn  that  yonr  letters,  which 
would  hate.f^rised  me  of  the  villainous  plot,  had  been  inter* 
copted.  My  father  declared,  on  his  death-bed,  that  this  Was  done 
without  his  connivance.  Heaven  only  knows  the  truth  ;  but 
there  were  sjMes  upon  you,  and  who  could  they  have  been,  if  not 
the  inmates  of  thk  very  houSe  I  Was  this  the  lesson  which  was 
to  teach  me  to  exercise  flbith  in  my  fellow-mui  7 

''You  cannot  have  forgotten  the  events  that  followed  upqu 
this  discovery  ;  my  alienation  from  Eleanor  ;  my  defiance  of  my 
father ;  the  prcdonged  and  useless  search  for  the  wife  and  child  of 
the  murdered' man.  .But  I  never  told  you  that  Vhen  I  resigncid 
the  hope  of  discovering  their  retreat ;  when  I  accepted  sullenly, 
the  conviction  that  the  poor  compensation  I  might  have  made 
them,  was  denied  me — I  swore  a  solemn  oath — *  The  Lord  do  so 
to  me,  and  more  also,  if  ever  I  forget  or  forgive  one  of  the 
accomplices  in  this  evil  deed  1'  In  one  instance,  and  one  alone, 
I  have  broken  this  vow.  My  father  implored  my  pardon  with  his 
dying  breath,  and  I  could  not  withhold  it.  His  was  the  lesser 
crime  of  avarice.  I  wished  to  believe  his  assertion  that  he  was 
urged  to  the  cruelty  that  stained  his  name,  by  the  false  state- 
ments and  crafty  management  of  the  creature  who  had  become^ 
his  master.    For  the  rest — I  have  said  it  1" 

"  '  Vengeance  is  mine,  I  will  repay,  saith  the  Lord,' "  uttered 
Miss  Barbara,  solemnly.  "  Who  gave  you  the  right  to  interfere 
in  His  afifairs  ?" 

He  retorted  by  another  quotation,  said  to  himself,  rather  than 
to  her.     " '  The  mills  of  the  gods  grind  slowly.'    I  could  not 
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wait.  Yon  have  not.  mistaken  my  reputation  in  this  neighbor- 
•hood,  where,  according  to  your  showing,  I  had  once  hosts  of 
firiends.  Because  I  would  not  blazon  abroad  the  shame  of  my 
^dred ;  because  I  shrank  from  explanations  that  would  cover 
them  with  odiuhi ;  men  who  knew  me,  and  who  ought  to  have 
known  him,  preferred  to  take  a  knave's  yerston  of  the  injurious 
suspicions  that  moved  me  to  seek  his  Tuin.  Honorable  men 
reasoned  with  me,  when  I  ceased  all  pectHuary  and  friendly  deid* 
ings  with  Bancroft,  and  when  I  resented  their  meddling  and 
exposed  him,  they  gave  him 'double  the  l)tiBine6s  I  had  withdrawn. 
They  went  farther.  When  the  lying  son  of  an  unserupulons 
fother — the  wretch  who  should,  this  day,  be  serving  out  his  time 
in  the. penitentiary,  for  robbing  the  mail-^when  this  plausible 
rascal  grew  ambitious,  And  applied  for  a  licence  to  teach  the 
laws  he  had  violated  ;  did  not  the  Seldens,  the  Logans — did  not 
my  own  brother-in-law  encourage  his  presumption  ?  Is  he  not 
rising  fast  in  his  profession,  and  a  guest  at  the  tables  where,  ten 
years  before,  he  would  not  have  dared  to  show  his  faee  ?  This  is 
their  friendship  for  me  1  This  is  theii»  sense  of  right  and 
honesty  1" 

-*'  But  they  didn't  know  what  you  did  about  the  Bancrofts  I*' 
argued  Miss  Barbara,  who  was  becoming  alarmed  by  the  storm 
she  had  raised. 

"  And  why  did  they  not  ?  I  never  concealed  my  reasons  for 
my  conduct.  Was  Sancroft's  needless  cruelty  to  poor  Hale  a 
thing  done  in  a  comer  ?  My  father  publicly  declared,  again  and 
again,  that  his  agent  had  gone  beyond  his  orders  ;  that  he  was 
ignorant  of  Hale's  arrest,  until  he  heard  of  his  death.  .Whose 
Work  then — and  whose  only — was  the  miserable  outrage  that 
caused  a  stir  throughout  the  country  ?" 

Miss  Barbara  shook  her  head  mysteriously.  "  Bancroft  has  a 
glib  tongue,  and  if  Mr.  Argyle  talked,  he  and  his  son  talked  toa 
I  know  that  1" 
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**  And  my  father's  equals  and  associates  reoeifed  the  low-bred 
dog?s  storj,  before  they  would  the  word  of  a  gentleman  1  Jost 
what  I  said,  a  while  ago  I  And,  by.  so  doing,  they  hare  afrayed 
tbemsekes  against  me.    I  hare  not  set  myself  against  them  1" 

"  They're  willin'  to  be  friendly,  I  am  sore.  I're  heard  it  said, 
often,  how  mnch  infl'ence  yon  have  with  them.''  - 

"  How  msdi  infinince  my  money  has,  yon  mean.  It  is  easy 
for  them  to  overlook  my  lack  of  ooiirtesy,  while  I  have  the  best 
plantation  and  most  money  oat  on^terest  of  all  the  farmers  for 
ten  miles  around.  A  poor  man's  plain  speaking  Wonld  be  recol- 
lected and  punished,  where  mine  is  passed  by,  as  '  that  trifling 
difference  of  4>pinioii,'  or,  '  little  eccentricity.'  Tes  I  yon  were 
right  I  where  I  once  counted  friends  by  the  score,  I  cannot,  to- 
night, point  to  one  I" 

His  proud  mouth  twitched,  and  he  turned  away  to  conceal  the 
weakness  he  had  disclaimed. 

Miss  Barbara  still  rocked  herself  on  her  chair,  and  groaned. 
"  'Taint  right,  my  dear  boy  I  It's  wrong  I  it's  awful  sinful  to  fed 
and  act  as  you  do,  no  matter  how  badly  they're  served  you." 

''  You  against  me,  too  I   f  had  not  expected  this,  Aunt  Bab  1" 

His  accent  of  mild  reproach  struck  like  a  knife  upon  the  faith- 
ful creature's  heart. 

"  You  know  better  1"  she  cried,  vehemently.  "  I  would  lay 
down  my  life  for  you.  I  have  nothin'  else  to  love  and  take  care 
of.  Why  should  I  find  foult  with  you,  if  not  for  your  good  ? 
You  can't  say  I  aint  a  friend  I" 

She  planted  herself  in  his  path,  and  would  not  let  him  pass. 

"  You  are  only  too  good — ^too  true,  for  such  an  unworthy 
fellow  1"  he  said,  taking  her  hand,  and  smiling.  "  Yours  is 
the  only  love  I  have,  as  I  am  your  earthly  all.  We  will  not 
quarrel." 

Miss  Barbara  was  herself  again.  "I  tell  you  what,  Malcolm 
Argyle,  you  ought  to  get  married  I    You  may  laugh  at  the  notion 
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fflnch  as  yon  like— bat  a  sensible,  loyin'  wife  would  make  a  man 
of  you."  * 

**  Thank  you  !"  he  interrapted.  "  What  die  would  make  of 
you  is  a  subject  of  more  interest  to  me.  Suppose  she  were  to  get 
jealous,  and  try  to  set  you  aside.  Don't  you  see  that  I  would 
haye  to  get  a  diyoroe,  fc^thwitb?    I  can't  liy«  without  you." 

He  could  not  beguile  her  into  a  jest.  "  Pam  gittin'  okl ;  but 
I  would  sarre  her  so  well  that  she  couldn't  send  me  away.  Then, 
the  woman  you  ought  to  hatid  would  k>ye  me  because  I  set  so 
much  store  by  you.  I  saw  yon  talkin'  to  Marcia  Selden,  that 
was,  to-day — didn't  I P' 

He  was  so  used  to  her  square  ways  that  the  question  did  not 
startle  him; 

''  You  saw  me  bow  to  her,  and  listen  to  a  Uttie  of  her  talk 
with  Eleanor.    Why  do  you  ask  f" 

"  You'ye  neyer  seen  her  before  since  die  married  Ifr.  Carring- 
ton — ^have  you  f " 

"  No." 

Miss  Barbara  groaned  again.    Malcolm  laughed  outright. 

"  What  is  the  matter  T" 

"  I  was  thinkin'  how  much  she  had  to  answer  for.  She  was 
the  main  mischief-maker." 

''  Will  you  belieye  what  I  am  about  to  tell  you,  Aunt  Bab  f" 

His  hand  was  pressed  upon  her  shoulder,  and  looking  up,  she 
saw  a  careless,  good-humored  light  in  his  blue  eyes,  that  reminded 
her  of  other  days. 

"  I  am  most  grateful  for  the  apparent  chance  that  has  forced 
upon  me  the  meeting  I  haye  long  and  foolishly  ayoided.  For  four 
years — an  age  in  a  boy's  life,  Aunt  Bab-— I  carried  Marcia  Selden 
in  my  heart.  I  thought  of  her ;  dreamed  of  her ;  studied  for  her 
while  I  was  abroad ;  and  in  return  for  this  nonsensical  deyotion 
to  a  yery  common-place  girl,  who  liked  me  moderately  well,  and 
was  flattered  by  my  preference,  without  appreciating  one  miUiantb 
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part  of  a  fraction  of  my  feeUng  for  her,  I  got  a  cool  *  No,  I 
thaak  joa  I  Ma  and  I  think  i  had  better  marry  Stanhope  Car- 
nngton/  when  the  man  renewed  the  proposals  she'  had  encour- 
aged in  the  boy.  It  ialmost  killed  me  1?  He  shaddcrcd  at  the 
recollection.  **  Bat  worse  than  the  fif^  stab  and  shock,  was  the 
period  of  longing  and  suffering  that  ra(ied  me  into  insensibility 
-  He  was  soliloqnizing — ^looking  oyer  her  head  into  vacancy,  aiffl 
his  grip  npon  her  Aonlder  was  tightet. 

"  What  {  endnred  in  obstinate  sQence)  I  cannot  refete.  It  is 
over  !  Long  ag^,  I  learned  to  thank  her  for  having  taught  me 
the  worth  of  woman,  ap  Sancroft  and  his  crew  had  given  me  the 
average  measure  of  manhood." 

"  I  don't  understand  more'n  half  of  what  you  say  !'*  objected 
Hiss  Barbara,  making  a^wry  ^e,  and  rubbing  her  shoulder. 
"  Do  you  mean  that  you  judge  all  women  by  Marcia  Selden,  and 
are  obliged  to  her  for  not  marrying  of  you  V 

"  You  have  hit  it— exactly  P' 

^'  And  don't  (eel  any  grudge  agamst  her  for  jiltm'  of  you  ?" 

"  Not  one  iota-^that  is — ^not  a  mite  1    You  don't  believe  it  ?" 

"I  don't  I"  said  she,  positively.  "Why  didn't  you  shake 
hands  with  her  this  momin'  ?" 

"  Because  I  have  no  respect  for  her,  and  wanted  her  to  tinder- 
stand  this.  Now,  that  she  has  had  her  instruction,  I  have  no 
objection  to  meeting  her  in  a. friendly  manner.'' 

**  What  made  you  stand  by,  while  she  was  talkin'  to  Eleanor  ? 
Honor  bright,  Malcolm  !  Didn't  the  sound  of  her  voice  make 
you  feel  all-overish-like  ?" 

"Nol"  laughing  heartily.  "The  only  qualm  I  had  was  at 
the  thought  that  I  had  ever  been  such  a  fool  as  to  worship  the 
ordinary-looking,  bedizened  woman,  who  was  deluging  Eleanor 
with  that  wishy-washy  stream  of  twaddle  about  her  babies  and 
Mr.  Garrington  and  the  servants,  and  *  Ma.'  When  did  you 
study  the  symptoms  of  the  tender  passion  ?    You  catechize  like 
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a  professor  of  the  science.  Has  old  SlQCfim  been  up  this  way 
again  lately  7  I  thought  you  sent  him  oft  .with  a  flea  in  his  ear, 
ages  since/' 

"  Poor  Slocum  I  He  never  was  averjy  smart ;  but  he's  a  good 
doul  r  sighed  Miss  Barbara.  ''  I  for  one,  shall  always  remem- 
ber  him  for  his  kmdness  to  the  Haks.  They  say  &e  cried  right 
but  like  a  baby,  w^en  ^e  got  back,  from  oy^  the  mooBtams,  and 
he  heard  how  poor  dear  Mari^  had  died  while  we*  was  away. 
And  that  reminds  me" — she  spoke  quickly  to  avert  the  clood 
gathering  over  Malcolm's  face — ''Did  yoq  ever  see  a  better  like- 
ness of  Bessy  Hale,  than  that  ere  Bpglish  girl  that  was  with  , 
joxa  sister  at  chutch  to-day  ?"  .      .         , 

"  I  did  not  notice  the  resemblance.'^ 
'  "  I  don't  see  where  your  eyes  was,  I  couldn't  keep  mine  off 
of  her,  aH  the  time  we  was  at  the  table.    Maybe,  she's  some  kin. 
Bessy  came  of  Irish  stock.    England  and  Ireland's  j'inin' — aint 
theyr 

Malcolm  suppressed  his  amusement  at  the  far-fetched  supposi- 
tion. 

"  ]N'ot  quite  adjoining.  There  is  a  sea  between  them.  More- 
over, Miss  Ilashleigh  belongs  to  a  wealthy  old  English  family, 
and  our  poor  Bessy  was  a  Yankee  shoemaker's  wife.  Good  nighty 
Aunt  Bab.  Don't  fret  your  righteous  soul  over  my  shortcomings. 
If  I  am  an  iceberg  to  other  people,  it  is  because  I  cimnot  help  it, 
and  neither  can  I  help  loving  and  trusting  in  you." 

He  would  not  have  owned  it,  yet  this  strange  exchange  of 
confidences  was  beneficial  to  him.  It  drained  his  mind  of  certain 
pestilential  pools — black  with  the  refuse  of  the  past,  that  con- 
tributed liberally  of  their  noxious  gases  to  poison  the  air,  in 
which  he  thought  and  felt.  The  encounter  with  his  boyish  flame 
conduced  to  a  like  result.  Miss  Barbara's  homely  wisdom  was  a 
relief  to  mental  optics  that  were  ever  scanning  and  criticising  the 
warped  and  crooked  ideas  and  practices  of  his  fellows  ;  and  her 

9* 
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bonest  affectidn  cheered  a  heart  as  dry  ae  dust,  for  want  of  the  dew 
and  rain  he  perreriely  exdnded.  The  companionship  of  his 
present  yisltors  was  not  liicely  to  lessen  the  humanizing  effect  of 
these  influences  ;  nor  were  the  sendees  of  the  two  socceeding  days. 

Gertam  it  was,  that  when  on  Tnesday  mofning,  havhig  shaken 
hands 'With  his  Tenerable  friend  Mr.  Laidiey,  who  had  lingered 
latest  of  the  brethren,  be  saw  from  his  front  porch,  Eleanor's 
hnsband  ride  into  the  lower  gate,  he  neither  frowned  nor  ex- 
dairaed  at  the  antioipated  Tisit,  and  actoally  walked  part  of  the 
way  down  the  yard  to  meet  him. 

Now,  neither  of  these  gentlemen  was  quite  carried  away  by  his 
admiration  of  the  other,  and  their  interriews  were  as  few  and  as 
brief  as  was  consistent  with  the  desire  of  the  Moreans  to  maintain 
outwardly  amicable  relations  with  their  wealthy  and  childless 
brother.  Malcolm  entertained  a  smcere,  if  nnavowed  conten^t 
for  his  sifter's  choice,  and  although  distant  to  all  his  connec- 
tions, whether  by  consanguinity  or  marriage,  showed  a  decided 
preference  fbr  Jessie's  husband — a  rollicking,  well-meaning,  well- 
to-do  squire,  in  an  adja«ient  county.  Mr.  Moreaa  was  a  dashing 
yomig  fellow  when  Eleanor  fell  in  love  with  him  ;  an  accomplished 
qiortsman,  rider,  and  dancer ;  plentifully  gifted  with  gallantry  of 
the  French  school,  and,  as  might  have  been  expected,  the  petted 
toast  of  the  fair  sex.  Eleanor  Argyle's  beauty  and  perhaps  her 
prospectiye  length  of  purse,  had  won  him  for  her,  amidst  the 
envious  sighs  of  her  compeers,  and  yery  exultant  was  the  air  with 
which  she  bore  off  her  prize.  If  she  discovered,  upon  closer  and 
calmer  inspection,  that  she  had  wedded  a  man  inferior  to  herself 
in  mental  endowments,  and  less  refined  in  taste  ;  that  the  splen- 
did physique  was  a  specious  blind  to  the  interior  poverty,  she  had 
too  high  a  spirit  to  admit  outsiders  to  the  secret  of  her  discomfi- 
ture. She  ruled  him  as  she  would  have  done  any  one  she  had 
married,  whose  love  of  her  or  of  peace  restrained  him  from 
declared  warfare  with  his  female  Hotspur.  They  made  an  edifying 
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show  of  cpnjngal  felicity  abroad,  and  there  is  reason  tf  beSeve 
that  she  was  really  extremely  fond  of  him-^the  more  sd)  that-ha 
granted  her  what  she  loyed  yet  mova  dearly— *her^awn  wty.^  Ha 
was  undeniably  attached  to  her ;  lauded  her  attaimnents  and 
person  as  freely  as  propriety  aUowed,  and  with  all  his  penchant 
for  flirtation  and  fine  gvls,  never  waited  on  a  pretty  or 
q^rightly  woman  witiiont  his  wife's  parmission  ;  i.  e.,  when  thwe 
was  any  dai^r  that  she  wonid  hear  of  it. 

The  chief  reason  whidi  Mr.  Moreaa  had  for  ^taaaitg  Malcolm, 

was  a  rankling  gmdge  he  ow^  him,  beeanse  of  tiie  fend  between 

the  brotiier.and  sister,  which,  at  one  time,  immediately  after 

Malcolm's  return  from  Enrope  .and  the  developments  imadent 

thereupon,  had  arisen  to  a  deadly  pitch,  appearing  likely  to  serer 

them  for  a  lifetime.    The  hollow  trace  condoded  at  their  father's 

grave,  ten  years  before,  was  well  midarsteod  on  both  sides,  as  a 

mere  form.    It  was  designed  by  Malcolm,  as  a  tribute  of  reqpeol 

to  the  departed ;  a  sacrifice  of  fierce  pasBiens  to  his  memory ; 

by  Eleanor,  as  a  mask  for  the  world  to  look  npon,  and  tiie  first 

plank  toward  bridg^  the  chasm,  dividing  hersetf  and  probable 

heirs  from  the  bulk  of  the  father's  property,  which  was  wflled  to 

the  scm.    With  the  children,  came  more  definite  and  intense 

covetousoess  of  the  rich  domauL    She  tutored  all  her  subjects, 

including  her  husband,  even  her  own  hanghty  neck,  to  bow  before 

him  who  was  to  make  or  mar  their  fortunes.    The  frequent 

prophecies  of  his  marriage  she  scouted  disdainfully.    She  had 

sufficient  perception  of  his  for  nobler  nature,  to  enter  into  the 

mystery  of  his  misanthropical  sednsion,  his  cdd  cynidsm  to  hef 

sex,  and  was  not  rashly  confident  in  her  persuasion  that  he  would 

die,  as  he  had  lived — a  bachelor.    One  of  h^  darling  objects  was 

gained  when  people  began  to  think  and  speak  of  the  little  Mai* 

cohn  Moreau  as  the  heir  presumptive  of  Ben  Lomond;  and  her 

personal,  as  well  as  her  maternal  pride  was  gratified  at  tiie 

increased  court  paid  her  in  consequence. 
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Maldim  had  no  aogaaintancc  irho  woald  yvnture  upon-  a  hint. 
of  this  9^un  ;  but  Miss  Barbara  heard  of  it,  aftd  a  great  many 
'OihGr^i/ffi$^j,J!ke  kind,  4bftX  galled  her  eorelj.  Sh()  wad  coiti 
pppillOd  to  adding  a  breath  toward  rddndUng  the 
brandfl  of  fao)(i(|^*du3cord.  Whh  all-  Eleanor's  ftiuha^ 
she  wa£  her  mother'a^liild  ;  the  first'^bom  babe-— and  had  opened 
her  eyee  to  the  light  in  the  old  nnne's  arms — a  memory,  that 
well  nigh  blotted  ont  the  most  shameftil  passages  of  her  afterlife. 
Stilly  MiflB  Barbara  was  not  willing  that  the  sister^  dliipring 
ebonld  mle  in  the  stead  of  **  her  boy,''  ^en  he  should  sleep  with 
Us  fathers.  -  If  not «  model  of  a  perfect  man  in  her  esteem,  she 
lored  him  f<w  his  Tery  imperfections,  and  belier^  him  entitled  to  the 
best  lady  m  the  land,  and  she  conld  not  blind  herself  to  the  fitct, 
that  if  Ben  liomond  did  not  need  a  mistress,  a  wife  of  the  tight 
sort  wonld  be  its  master's  temporal  salvation.  Hence,  her  bold 
declaration  to  Una  effiect  on  Saturday  night,  which,  had  Eleanor 
heard,  her  rage  would  -  scarcely  have  stopped  short  of  pdrate 
assassmation. 

Tet  the  marriage,  at  once  so  desired  and  so  deprecated,  would 
hare  seemed  a  most  proper  and  probable  event  to  one  wh(» 
watdied  Malcolm,  as  he  strode  down  the  walk  to  salute  the  com- 
ing guest.  His  curl?,  embrowned  by  the  passing  years,  were 
uncovered  and  stirred  in  the  morning  air.  His  eye  had  the  dear 
blue  of  his  boyhood,  with  a  steadier  and  more  penetrating  look, 
and  his  broad  shoulders,  deep  chest  and  athletic  limbs  made  Up  a 
picture  of  true  manliness,  strength  and  grace,  that  might  sectwe 
him  favor  in  the  eyes  of  women,  were  he  fifty,  instead  of  thirty 
years  old. 

''  You  are  looking  very  well  I"  said  Mr.  Moreau,  assuming  an 
ease  he  was  far  from  feeling  ;  as  children  whistle  in  the  dark  to 
prevent  themselves  from  hearing  goblin  footsteps  behind  them. 
''How  do  you  manage  to  keep  so  young  7  There  can't  be  much 
difference  in  our  ages." 
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I  am  ik&rtj,'^  said  Malcolm,  graTdy. 
And  I  thirtj-fite.    A*  Btranger  wosld  declare  that  I  was  ten 
years  the  older  of  the  twb.    D'ye  see  the  grey  hairs  ?"  raiamg  the 
tocks  above  his  ^ars. 

'' I  «ee  some,  eertaltdy,"  rgomed  the  oth^. 

It  oocnrred  to  hkn  theD,  that  Moreaa  k^  grown  old  within  a 
twelvemonth  past.  It  was  all  of  that  time  since  he  had  taken  the 
pains  to  notiee  Jam  partioiihirly.'  Then  wer6  indpient  erows'-feet 
and  hollowing  of  dieeks  and  eyes,  tiiat  bore  otft  the  testimony  of 
the  wMte  hlHis.  Maloelm  had  iiwer  thoiiglit  lum  a  man  who  was 
likely  to  take  troaUe  heainly )  yet  h^  cenld  have  been  sure  that 
he  had  known  cares^  and  grievoiu  ones,  lately  ;  that^he  conld  not 
shake  them  off  bow. 

"  And  what  marvel  ?"  he  thonght.  "  Nothing  bat  india-mb- 
.ber,  and  a-Frendi  article  at  that^  would  have  retained  any  elasti- 
city after  .eleven  yean  with  Eleanor.  What  ails  yon,  Morean  ?" 
he  adced,  nnthinkinglyy  and  almost  li&dly. 

Mr.  Morean  changed  color,  perhaps  with  Bnrprise. 

"  Nothing  t  Nothing  I''  answered  he,  finrriedly.  "  Time  and 
responsibility,  I  snppoee.  Ton  most  not  forget  that  we  married 
men  have  more  on  oar  hands  and  brains  and  hearts,  too,  than  yon 
happy  dogs  of  bachelors."  ^ 

They  had  reached  the  dming^room,  and  Malcohn  invited  his 
brother-in-law  to  the  sideboard.  Mr.  Morean  selected  brandy  and 
water.  In  handing  him  the  decanter,  Malcolm  detected  the  odor 
of  prior  and  copious  potations,  and  observed  that  he  conld  not 
ponr  ont  the  liquor  steadfly.  Ho  mixed  it  strong  and  sweet,  and 
swallowed  it,  thirstily. 

"  Yon  don't  drink  yourself  1"  he  said,  aa  his  host  turned  from 
the  beaufet  with  him. 

"  Sometimes  I  dor  •  not  very  often." 

"  It  is  a  sin  for  a  man  to  keep  snch  liquors  and  not  enjo} 
them,"  oontanned  Mr.  Morean,  glancing  regretfully  at  the  empt} 
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glaas.  '*  I  wlah  I  oould  ated  todoit.  Whftt  terrible  timet  these 
are  1  I'll  behangedif  I  am  not  ten^ted  to  belieTe  that  old  King 
George— tyrant  and  fool  'though  he  was — ^was  a  better  master 
than  the  mob  that  is  king  oyer  os  now.  The  goTemment  is  Uke 
a  hound — ^pnppy — backing  *  War,  war  I'  with  all  ite  might;  and 
backing  as  fast  as  it  barks.  The  oogntij  Is  on  th*  Imiik  of  bank, 
ruptcy." 

"  The  darkeet  hour  is  just  before  the  day,''  said  Makaohn,  eu^ 
lessLy.    ''  But  I  am  ao  polkician*^' 

''  Nor  I ;  bat  how  fiaa  a  man,  with  one  grain  of  patriotioD, 
represa-hiB  iadignatiim  at  the  wmefpessaqr  ruin  that  impends  aboTe 
his  natiTe  laad  f  Theprodamation  that  declaies  war  with  Great 
Britain,  seals  the  doom  of  the  United  Stat^  as  a  nation*  Don't 
you  think  so  ?"  •  • 

The  query  was  put  doubtfiilly^  for  the  sarcastie  curl  of  Mal- 
colm's lip  slightly  damped  the  fire  of  patriotism  and  brandy. 

<«  I  think  that  you  have  been  to  hear  one  of  Jack  BAodolph's 
blood-and-fury  qpeedies,  and  that  he  has  couTerted  you  to  the 
peace  princq^les  he  would  maintain  by  force  of  arms  if  he  had  his 
wUl.  A  norel  style  of  preTeuting  aggressiTe  warfare  upon 
foreign  powers,  is  this  fomentiug  dril  dissensions  1  Fie,  man  I 
where  is  your  lore  for  the  land  of  your  fothers  ?  How  do  yon 
stomach  the  red-hot  abuse  of  France  and  every  thing  French,  with 
which  BAudolph  pelts  the  crowd  ? .  What  do  you  do  wifch  your 
affection  for  the  home  of  your  fore&thers  7" 

Mr.  Moreau  tumbled  off  his  stilts. 

'' Oh,  well  1"  he  said,  looking  foolish.  ''I  am  half  En^Ui^ 
you  recollect,  and  American  by  birth  and  residence.  By  the  way, 
hare  you  met  my  unde.  Colonel  Bashleigh  ?" 

**  I  was  Introduced  to  him  on  court-day." 

"  He  is  a  first-rate  specimen  of  the  fine  old  English  gentleman, 
and  has  a  loyely  family.    You  will  call,  I  hope." 

"  Thank  you.    I  rardy  pay  risits,  unless  on  business." 
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'.'  Efejuior  ifitendfr  gtfinff  »  puiy  aext  week  to  iatrodace  them 
ko  the  neighbors.    Ton  hare  reeeived  yov  inTitatioii,  I  eappose  f 

"  I  have » 

Mr.  Morean  wai  nenrova-  in  Bearing  the  point 

''  She  atikfid  ne  to  ride  by^  tiiis  morning,  and  press  j^a  to 
oome.  They  are  myitlaliaDB,  and  she  is  anzioas  to  hsTe  them 
on  terms  of  social  intercomne  with  hers.  •  Jessie  and  Honier  will 
be  OTer^if  Jeflue^s  baby  can  bear  the  jaont.  It  will  be  a  pleas- 
ant f amOy  gathering,  yon  flee." 

Maloofan  was  oieut  f  the  eo^ession  of  his  eoontenanee  nneqni- 
Toeal  atf  to- his  opinion  oonoeming  the  deli^its^of  the  aforesaid 
reunion. 

**  Yon  will  be  duvmed  witii  the  €olonei/'  iocmdered  poor 
Harean. 

His  tirotfaer-in-law's  resemblanoe^^to  his  qneen-wife  was  aiam- 
ingly  ai^Mffent,  when  he  ''pat  on  his  high  looks,"  and  he  had 
canse  to  dread  the  sign.  The  cowed  «^>eet  of  the  mim  nearly 
proToked  Malcolm's  risibles  ;  but  excited  his  ocMnpassion  also. 

"  After  all,"  he  reasoned,  "  It  is  a  trifle^  and  my  going  will 
please  Bab.  It  is  a  bore,  thongh,"  said  second  or  third  thooght ; 
"  and  I  win  guard  my  acceptance.  I  hare  not  been  to  a  party 
thus  great  while,  Morean,"  he  said,  alond.  And  as  he  realized 
what  be  was  about  to  do,  he  swallowed  in  adyance,  a  yawn  of 
desperate  weariness.  **  Bnt,  as  Jessie  is  to  be  there,  and  it  is  my 
dnty  to  do  the  hospitable  thing,  by  your  relatires,  Pll  think  the 
matter  over,  and  let  yon  know  my  decision  before  the  eventful 
eyening." 

Mr.  Morean  was  entranced.  A  polite,  stilff  negatire,  it  was 
his  expectation  to  bear  back  to  bis  empress.  In  the  excitement 
of  the  moment,  he  arose,  and  poured  out  another  bumper. 

"  The  fellow  has  a  stronger  head  than  I  thought,  if  he  can 
stand  that,  added  to  what  has  gone  before,"  thought  Malcolm, 
in  uneasy  di^g^. 
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Mr.  Movea^  lost  ae  time  in  dfas^woTiag  the  truiAent  snspcion 
that  he  had  a  stable  brain.  Owing  to  circmofitaQcee  we  wiHl  not 
pause  to  narrate  just  here,  he  had  been  impelled  to  resort  to  an 
extraordinary  quantity  of  stimnias  that  morning.  Drink  deeply, 
he  could  and  did,  with  impunity,  daily  ;  but,  as  we-h^iye  hinted, 
the  interior  of  his  cranium  was  not  proof  against  a  very  heaTy 
assault  of  any  description  of  spirits. 

"Suppose^  we  sit  in  the  pooeh?"  suggested. Malcolm,  rfsing. 
"  The  house  fe^  close  on  this  breezy  morning." 

Moreau's  eye  said,  **  adieu,"  to  the  decanter,  and  he  followed. 

**  The  tobaooo-box  and  pipes,  Tonj  \^  ordered  Mr.  Aigyle,  to 
his  bodyHsenrant.    "  A  pitcher  of  cool  water  and  glasses  1" 

The  porch  was  a  charming  summer  parlor^  festooned  by  vines, 
and  supplied  with  comfortable  benches.  Tony,  grown  into  a 
smart,  intelligent  y^ung  "  g^tleman  of  cqIqt,"  brought  out  a 
stand  from  the  hall,  and  disposed  the  required  articles  upo|i  it, 
with  a  dexterity  that  told  how  familiar  the  office  was. 

Mr.  Morean  nodded  to  his  respectful  bow. 

"  A  likely  b<^  1"  he  remarked,  when  he  was  beyond  hearing. 
"  Hang  it,  Argyle  1  yon  don't  begin  to  feel  what  a  lucky  star 
yours  is  I  Everything  that  calls  you  '  master,'  thrives.  Yomr 
crops  never  fail ;  your  cattle  never  have  the  distemper,  or  any 
other  ailing. that  I  hear  of,  and  your  servants  fly  if  you  look  at 
them.  Yet  you  have  the  name  of  being  a  kind  manager.  Do 
you  keep  an  overseer  this  year  ?" 

**  I  have  not  had  one  since  Frisbie  went  West,  five  years  smce. 
My  colored  man,  William,  is  the  overlooker  in  the  field.  I  do 
not  approve  of  sub-masters  on  a  plantation." 

«  They  are  a  pest  I  but  I  cannot  get  along  without  one.  There 
is  that  fellow,  Snead,  cheating  me  out  of  my  eye-teeth,  and  get- 
ting rich  himself — the  rascal  I  Yet,  what  can  I  do  ?  I  am  ready 
sometimes  to  blow  my  brains  out.    'Pen  my  soul,  I  am  I" 

"  Better  discharge  the  overseer,"  said  Malcolm,  composedly 
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And  hire  anotiier  aa  bad,  or  ^rone  !  The  truth  is,  Argyle, 
it  is  a  riddle  to  me  how  I  a{a  to  makd  both  ends  ifieet  this  year. 
We  hftTe  studied  eoonomj  till  we  «re  absohitelj  pinching  our- 
selves." 

**  And  giving  large  parties,'^  thongbt  the  cooler  head  of  his 
listener. 

"  Only  last  week,  I  sold  a  horse  that  his  weight  in  gold  wonld 
not  have  induced  me  to  part  with,  six  months  ago,  «nd  Eleanor 
has  not  bought  a  neW  dreea  for  I  don't  k&oiT  when.'' 

**  1  dare  say  yo9t  do  not  I"  coibmented  the  nncharitable  brother, 
to  himself.  '     ^  '  ^ 

"Bat  it  is  no  nse  I  I  shall  be  only  another  victim  to  the 
times,  and  the  stupidity,  or  something  worse,  of  the  precious 
rulers  of  this  glorious  and  prosperous  Republic;  If  it  were  not 
for  my  wife  and  babies,  I  would  ndt  care  how  sooii  I  went  by  the 
board."  •  ,   ^ 

A  real  tear  trickled  down  his  cheek,  hidden  the  next  instant 
by  a  cloud  of  smoke. 

''^Melancholy  drunk !"  decided  Malcolm,'  knocking  oat  the 
ashes  from  his  pipe  over  the  porch  railing.  V 

The  impatient  action  bruised  and  snapped  a  tender  spray  of 
the  hop-vine  that  formed  part  of  the  verdant  curtain.  The  power- 
ful odor — ^mingled  sweet  and  bitter — ^flosted  past  Malcolm,  on 
the  warm  air,  and  bore  liis  fancy  back  to  other  days  and  pictures. 
The  early  and  humble  Mends,  whose  tragic  fate  had  cast  such  a 
shadow  over  his  existence ;  the  vine^aped  cottage ;  Mark's 
cheery  &ce  and  tone  ;  Bessie's  lithe  form  and  pleasant  smile,  as 
she  hovered  around  his  couch  ;  little  Kitty's  touch  on  his  hands 
and  brow ;  her  sunny  curls  brushing  his,  as  she  prattled  from  ^ 
fullness  of  her  loving  heart — dear,  dear  little  Kitty  I  whero^was 
she  now  ?  His  mouth  relaxed  ;  his  eyes  were  no  longer  coftl  and 
bright,  as  these  memories  rolled  over  him.  It  was  a  willful  fsgak 
of  imagination,  and  took  his  heart  unawares.    There  wa^r,  for 
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the  time,  qo  intermiztnre  ot  afterthongbt  of  reTeage  agaiBit  those 
who  had  wrought  the  ruin  of  the  happy  home,  so  truly  remem- 
bered. Instead,  ensoed  a  dispoeition  to  pity  and  mecor  the  sor- 
rowing, from  whatever  cause  the  affliction  might  proceed.  He 
was  subject  to  these  fits  trf  softening,  although  no  one,  except 
Miss  Barbara,  knew  it. 

At  this  anspicaoaB  oom'imctare  of  memory  and  feeling,  Mr. 
Morean's  plaining  again  reached  his  senses. 

"  I  abominate  debt,  and  I  have  chafed  under  this  until  I  am 
worn  out.  If  I  cannot  raise  the  money,  I  <$annot.  In  tiiese 
times,  CTerything  sells  at  a  ruinous  sacrifice  ;  but  honor  is  dearer 
than  money,  and  sell  I  will — if  it  takes  ererything  I  haye  to 
coyer  the  claim.'' 

"  How  much  is  it> 

Malcolm's  accent  was  propitious.  Mr.  Moreau  congratulated 
himself  upon  hi^  eloquence.  He  had  an  indistinct  idea  of  having 
read  at  school  of  a  man  whose  oratory  by  the  sea-side  brought 
the  fish  in  enraptured  crowds  to  the  beach.  In  his  tipsy  medi- 
tations, he  pronounced  himself  a  greater  magician,  in  that  he  bad 
dispelled  the  oyster-like  reserve  of  the  man  who  kept  the  rest  of 
the  world  at  bay. 

Oh,  Eleanor  Moreau  1  if  you  could  have  seen^the  presumptuous 
germs  sprouting  in  the  soil  of  a  mind  whose  tillage  yon  claimed  as 
your  monopoly  ;  could  have  known  of  his  temerity  in  risking  y(mr 
childrens'  hoped-for  inheritance  upon  a  die  of  his  own  casting  I 

She  was  not  at  hand  to  avert  consequences,  good  or  bad — and 
Mr.  Moreau,  having  concdved  the  idea  of  perverting  his  powers 
as  his  wife's  plenipotentiary,  to  his  personal  and  private  advantage, 
pushed  on  to  the  issue. 

"If  I  could  get  reliable  security,"  he  said,  quite  artlessly. 
**  Capital  tobacco  this  !  I  would  recognize  it  for  yours,  any- 
where. Such  a  name  as  Logan's  or  yours,  for  instance — ^bnt> 
bless  you  I  Logan  is  as  close  as  wax,  and  you  might  not  consi- 
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der  adeed  of  tarost  upon  aay  past  of  mj  pnnpeactj  yoa  chooae  to 
Beleot,  sufficieat  to  irarrant  y oa  in  " 

Malcolm  seemed  to  awake  from  a  dream. 

. "  Inever  go  secoritj  for  any  one  P  he  said,  so  bmaqoely,  that 
Mr.  M(»eaa  leaped  from  his  chair,  and  the  pipe  sloped  from  his 
fingers, '' What  Bom  do  yoa  want?' 

''  Well — ^but  indeed,  I  had  no  intentions — ^I  did  aeft  design  a 
bmt"- 

''What  is  the  amount  of  thiadebtr" 

Mr.  Moiean  had  wit  enough  left  to  name  a  som  exceeding  his 
real  need.  **  If  he  is  disposed  to  be  liberal,  a  figure  or  two  more 
won't  stop  him  V[  whispered  low  canning. 

"  So  mnck  P  exclaimed  Malcolm,  with  a  searching  gase,  tiiat 
frightened  the  blood  to  the  liar'ff  heart.''  "  Yon  hare  been  unfertii- 
nate  indeed — very  nnhicky  P'  li^^ing  a  stress  upon  the  last  w(Nr4, 
that,  coupled  with  his  keen  eye,  made  Mr.  Morean  fidget  in  deadly 
trepidation,,  lest  he  had  spoiled  all,  or  that  the  hermitage  of  his 
brother-in-law  had  not  been  proof  against  certun  reports  of 
bnsybodies^  touching  the  manner  of  his  lossea.  Malcolm  was 
bnried  in  thought  for  some  mmntes,  his  compressed  lips  and  knit 
brows,  replete  with  eyii  augury  to  the  quaking  petitioner. 

"  And  this,  you  widi  me  to  lend  you  7" 

''  My  dear  Argyle  I  did  I  say  that  T 

"You  mmiU  it  I  Yqnr  pri^erty  will  he  sacrificed  unless  yon 
reeeire  immediate  assistance  7" 

Mr.  Morean  sighed  dolorously,  **  Eyen  so." 

"  Yon  will  giye  yonr  bond  in  return  ?" 

"Assuredly  I  most  certainly  I"  recoyerii^  spbit.  "It  is  a 
temporary  embarrassment^  the  fault  of  the  times,  altogether,  yon 
see.    Blame  Madison,  and  all  his  backers,  I  say  I" 

Malcolm  went  into  the  house,  and  presently  returned  with  a 
paper,  yet  wet  from  the  pen. 

**  The  money  is  in  baok    Send  to  Richmond  and  get  it  I" 
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**  Mj  dearest  brother  t"  cried  Morean,  junking  up  and  grasp- 
ing  his  hand,  fairly  beside  himself  with  delighted  astooidiment. 

"  Your  bond,  if  joa  pleaso  I"  interposed  the  creditor. 

It  was  illegibly  made  out,  owing  to  liquor  or  the  flutter  of 
pleasure  he  was  in,  and  then  Mr.  Moreau  broke  forth  again  with 
his  epstatic  gratitude.  Malcolm*  brought  him  up  this  tiaae^  at 
the  second  word.    •         . 

"  I  can  dispense  with  thanks,"  said  he,  ereiy  syllable  i^ pellet 
of  ice,  falling  slowly  and  sererely  upon  the  appalled  auditor. 
**  Your  Wife  is  cognizant  of  your  distressed  circumstances,. and 
your  appeal  to  my  generosity,  I  presume." 

**  Yes  1  yes  P'  chattered  Mr.  Moreau's  teeth. 

He  hardly  knew  what  he  said  or  thought  further  than  the  OTer- 
whelming  impression  that  his  wife's  brother  was  a  most  uncomfoi^ 
table  man,  and  that  the  worst  was  still  ahead  of  him.  He  was 
not  deceived. 

"  I  am  glad  of  it  I  Sie  is  a  woman  to  feel  keenly  a  strait 
of  this  sort." 

"  She  does,  sir  I  she  does  I  She  eried  all  last  night  about  it, 
and  was  nearly  distracted  when  I  left  her  this  morning." 

"  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  itl"  said  Malcolm,  in  the  same  mcom- 
prehensible  tone,  "  I  hare  a  message  to  send  her.  Please  say — 
or  no  I    I  will  write  it.    Excuse  me  a  moment  I" 

He  handed  him  a  sealed  note,  when  he.  came  out  again. 

**  With  my  respects  and.  sympathies,"  he  said,  smiling  sardoni- 
cally. 

"  And  you  will  be  over  to  the  party  J" 

**  Not  unless  I  change  my  mind  I"  was  the  unexpected  response. 

But  as  he  looked  neither  angry  nor  scornfhl,  Mr.  Moreau^s 
scanty  residue  of  sense  concluded  that  he  was  **  only  joking,"  and 
he  laughed  in  saying,  "  Oood  morning." 

Malcolm  saw  him  ride  down  the  lane,  with  bitter  contempt  in 
eye  and  heart. 
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"What  brought  that  here?^  snapped  Min  Barbara,  whose 
ei^osity  had  been  crucifying  her  from  the  instant  of  Mr.  Moreaa's 
arriyaL 

Instead  of  answeriBg  her  question;  Maleohn  latched  harshly 
through  hiff  shut  teetli, 

"  You  told  me  once,  Aunt  Bab,  by  way  of  reconciling  me  to 
the  -beauties  of  hwaan  natnre,  tiiat  all  men  were  not  Bancrofts. 
Yon  were  right ;'  but  I  belicTer  I  had  rather  deal  with  a  snake 
than  a  toad !" 

Mr.  Mot eati  was  within  the  bounds  of  his  own^  plantation 
befofe  the  bnlUant  thonght  occurred  to  him  that  the  note  he  car- 
ried might  refer  to  the  private  transaction  between  himself  and 
Malcolm,  and  Jiot  to  Eleanor's  invitation.  The  cold  sweat  oo^ 
through  hi^  pores  at  the  frightfal-  probability.  Instinctively, 
he  cheibked  hii^  horse  behind  ax^ump  of*  trees;  that  would  screen 
him  from  the  house,  and  took  the  letter  from  his  pocket-book. 
He  could  see  through  the  paper  that  it  was  short,  and  strained 
his  eyes  to  decipher  something  of  its  contents. 

We  commend  this  incident,  as  the  first  of  a  series  of  like  sort, 
to  the  serious  consideration  of  managing  wives,  whose  spouses 
have  no  secrets  from  the  partners  of  their  souls.  Never  was  hus- 
band better  drilled  than  Mr.  Moreau;  never  had  Benedict  a  more 
thorough  sense  of  his  wife's  superior  abilities,  as  6ontrasted  with 
his  own;  never  did  one  profess  more  cheerful  and  implicit  reliance 
upon  her  counsel,  or  appear  to  make  a  more  ample  confession  of 
all  intentions  and  trani^essions — yet  his  polar  star,  at  that  hour, 
beamed  radiantly  in  her  firmament,  without  the  least  fear  of 
approaching  tempest.  In  other  words,  Eleanor  was  as  profoundly 
ignorant  of  her  husband^s  pecuniary  difficulty  as  of  his  bold  and 
dishonorably  secret  designs  upon  her  brother's  pocket. 

Mr.  Moreau's  conscience  accommodated  itself  with  dexterous 
facilty  to  falsehoods  of  any  dimensions;  btit,  such  is  the  restrain- 
ing effects  of  human  law!  he  hesitated  to  break  the  damp  wafer 
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of  the  mimre  he  held.  He  tnrned  the  letter  oter  and  OTer,  held 
it  np  to  the  light,  and,  at  length,  peeped  in  at  one  end.  Thifi  act 
revealed  his  own  name  at  the  top  of  the  page,  and  he  was  insert- 
ing his  finger  to  see  what  canie  next,  when  the  wafisr  wfHsty  and 
the  note  came  open  in  his  hands.    It  was  brief,  h 


XuiiiroB:  Mr.  MoreftQ  htf  eonflded  to  me  tiie  embairatted  state  of  hia 
affaira— repreaanted  tha  aaceaaitj  of  leaving  yoa  and  your  obildren  (home- 
leas  unless  relief  is  speedily  afforded.  I  haf^  supplied  the  Biaaiia  to  avert 
the  catastrophe,  for  a  whUe,  at  least  I  have  njected  his  thanks.  I  wiU 
not  receiTe  yonra.  I  wish  you  both  to  understand  that  meroy- for  you  and 
yours  has  not  been  my  motiye  in  this  act.  I  hare  performed  it  in  memory 
of  your  contrary  course  toward  my  friends^  the  Hales.  Consider,  in 
aooepting  this  ralief,  that  Providence  has  humbled  you  to  ciroumstances 
precisely  similar  to  what  wera  theirs  when  yon  reltased  them  aid,  and  feel 
-^if  you  have  a  sparE  of  feeling  left — that  the  hand  of  the  dead  is  heaping 
coals  of  fire  upon  your  head. 

"The  mills  of  the  gods  grind  slowly  ;**  but  the  turn  of  every  criminal  is 
sore.    I  hope  and  believe  that  yours  is  near  at  hand. 

Maioolm  Abotli. 

y/b,  Morean  sat  his  horse  like  a  petriflBustion.  Deliver  the 
letter  he  could  not.  He  was  afhud  to  destroy  it  or  to  pretend 
that  he  had  lost  it  Malcolm  had  seen  him  depodt  it  carefhllj  in 
his  pocket-book.  What  Im8ine68--it  would  be  asked — had  he  to 
take  it  oat  before  reaching  home  ?  Even  if  Eleanor  had  known 
of,  and  aathorized  the  loan  he  had  effected,  it  wonld  be  as  much 
as  his  life  was  worth  to  give  her  this  crazj  eflhsion — ^for  soeh  it 
seemed  to  him — ^the  composition  of  a  rengefnl  monomaniac.  For 
the  thoosandtfa  time,  he  rained  maledictions  npon  the  Hales, 
without  reflecting  that  the  Providence  he  ignored,  and  the  writer 
of  the  letter  recognized,  had  ordered  that  he  should  read  it- within 
ten  steps  of  the  spot  where  he  had,  in  unthinking  and  impertinent 
gallantry,  shut  the  last  door  of  hope  against  Bessy,  by  arousing 
Eleanor's  vindictiye  jealousy.     "Our  pleasant  vices  are  made 
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whips  of,  to  scoQTge  as  for  onr  sins  f  uid  this  long  lash,  stretch- 
ing across  the  gulf  of  years,  stung  none  the  less  that  the  castiga- 
tion  had  been  delayed.  His  troabled  irresolution  ended  in  his 
resealing  and  replacing  the  epistle  in  his  wallet.  - 

"  If  Malcolm  refers  to  it,  which  it  is  not  likely  he  will  do,  he  is 
so  close-monlhed,  and  Eleanor  attacks  me  abont  it,  I  will  say 
that  I  forgot  it.  It  wHl  be  prndant  to  keep  it  for  some  days  ; 
then  I  can  bnm  it,  and  saf^Ktse  that  I  most  hare  thrown  it  away, 
withr  a  lot  of  old  papers,  that  were  littering  np  my  pocket-book. 
I  waa  always  better  at  fiblung  than  ^hting." 


ii 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

Thise  are  some  days  whose  exceeding  beaatj  makes  them  to 
be  events,  rather  than  dinsions  of  time,  in  onr  lites  ;  whose  fas- 
cinations steal  irresistiblj  to  whatever  sense  of  loveliness  there 
maj  be  in  ns  ;  win  thqir  way  to  ,the  heart  as  to  the  fancy;  and 
beguile  the  most  practical  into  love  with  life  and  the  world  that 
furnishes  a  pleasure  so  exqnisite. 

Such  was  one  forenoon,  when  Malcolm  Argyle  threw  himself 
into  the  saddle  for  a  long  ride. 

"  Coquette  or  not,  May  is  a  bewitching  month,"  he  said,  as  his 
horse  gallopped  down  the  turfy  lane  and  into  the  forest-bordered 
road.  ''June  is  too  passionate,  too  hot  and  dazzling.  I  like  this 
play  of  childlike  smiles  better." 

There  were  trulysmiles  everywhere.  To  some  eyes,  sunshine  is 
ever  the  same,'  unless  obscured  or  subdued  by  clouds  ;  whereas,  to 
the  student  lover  of  Nature,  its  characters  are  as  various  and  dis- 
tinct as  the  landscapes  it  blesses.  There  is,  as  Malcolm  said,  the 
rich,  red  glare  of  June,  ripening  the  berries  and  darkening  the 
^ring  verdure,  while  it  whitens  the  harvest  fields  ; — filling  the 
noon-tide  with  the  odors  it  has  rifled  from  flowers  that  droop 
beneath  the  radiance  they  yet  worship  ;  and  robing  the  evening 
heavens  with  a  purple  twilight  that  flushes  the  zenith  far  into  the 
night-watches.  Then  comes  the  intense  white  heat  of  August ; 
and  next,  and  perhaps  most  beautiful,  the  soft  yellow  glow  that 
lends  to  September  and  October  an  illusory  charm — a  dreamy 
magic,  that  floods  our  souls  with  delicious,  yet  languorous  fancies  ; 
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the  atmosphere  of  all  others,  in  which  poet?  oftenest  learn  what 
they  were  created  td  be  and  to  do,  and  under  whose  spell  men 
listen  most,  willingly  to  their  strains. 

November  soalight  is  a  pained  and  joyless  gleam,  more  like  a 
frown  than  a  smile,  except  when  Indian  Simmier,  With  the  breath 
of  departed  flowers  and  the  warmth  oi  solstitial  airs,  Inlls  the 
dreary  monmer  into  sweet  dreams  of  the  pleasures  she  appears 
to  lament  throngh  the  chill  days  and  gnsty  midoights.  - 

There  is  no  softness,  no  coloring  in  the  Ban's  rays  in  wintevr 
time— only  a  frosty  glitter,  that  never  dallies  with  shadows,  or 
dances  on  the  water  Old  Sol  shii^es  away  bravely,  bat  it  is  evi- 
dently from  a  conviction  of  duty..  Since  he  has  engaged  to  light 
this  dismantled  bafi  of  earth,  he  wiU  adhere  to  his  campact,  but 
it  is  a  loveless  office — ^well  performed,  yet  not  con  amort,  April 
is  gay  and'  pensive  on  alternate  hours,  and  ere  we  tire  of  her 
caprices,  May  skies  are  over  us,  and  upon  the  earth,  light,  4^hat 
seems  to  quiver  with  gladness.  The  leaves  glisten  and*  dance  from 
mom  to  eve ;  shadows  chase  and  glide  and  disappear  on  the 
plain  ;  the  violets,  far  down  in  the  dell,  unclose  their  blue  eyes  in 
pileased  surprise  at  the  touch  that  awakens  them  ;  and  tempted  by 
the  pure,  frolicksome  kisses  of  the  never-still  rays,  white  lilies  and 
moss-roses  and  timid  anemones  and  shrinking  acadas — ^the  shy  and 
fragile  darlings  of  the  garden — ^take  their  places  in  the  vernal  f(§te. 

Malcolm  yielded  to  the  spell  of  the  day  and  season.  His  choice 
of  a  route  was  a  sequestered  by*way,  leading  by  many  a  devious 
pass,  through  the  heart  of  the  grand  old  forest.  He  forgot  the 
winters  of  the  man  ;  their  frosts  of  grief  and  disappointment,  and 
felt  himself  again  the  boy,  whose  life  was  to  be  one  unendmg  May. 
He  talked  to  himself  and  to  his  horse  ;  repeated  poetical  descrip- 
tions of  sylvan  beauties  and  lyrical  praises  of  "  Merrie  Maie  ;" — 
be  even  sang  a  stanza  of  a  hunting-song  he  had  trolled  lustily  with 
his  colleg&-mates. 

''  Gently,  Sprightly  I''  he  said,  coazingly,  to  the  spirited  mare, 

10 
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as  she  arched  her  neck,  carretted  and  neighed  in  sympathy 
with  the  weather  and  his  sanny  mood.  **  She  is  a  mischleyoos 
kitten,  yet  an  affectionate  one  1"  he  continued,  for  she  inclined 
her  small,  pointed  ears  to  his  caressing  hand,  and  glanced  back- 
ward at  hun,  her  brilliant  eye  bespeaking  intelligent  attachment 
to  the  master,  who,  howeyer  stem  and  unsparing  he  might  be 
to  his  own  kind,  was  humane  as  the  most  pittfnl  woman  to  dumb 
and  helpless  things. 

''  She  is  thirsty,  poor  creature  I"  said  he,  again,  marking  her 
wistful  look  at  a  pool  on  the  roadside.  "  No  !  no  !  my  dainty 
lady  I  Ton  would  not  touch  that  stagnant  water.  The  creek  is 
not  far  ahead  I" 

Another  mile's  canter  brought  them  in  sight  of  it.  It  was  a 
sluggish  stream  in  this  part  of  its  course ;  broad  and -shallow,  and 
lined  on  the  bottom  with  a  thick  stratum  of  decaying  i^^es.  The 
road  was  not  much  used  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  yicinity  ;  but  it 
had  been  traveUed  sufiBciently  to  wear  the  bed  of  the  creek  at 
the  intersection  of  the  two.  And  here,  where  ^e  water  was  deeper 
and  clearer  than  further  up  or  down  the  channel,  a  lady  equestriui 
had  stopped  to  let  her  horse  driuk.  Her  attendant,  whom  Mal- 
colm knew  directly  for  Colonel  Rashleigh's  English  groom,  rode 
along  the  shelving  bank,  to  a  spot  some  distance  below  his  young 
mistress,  and  then  into  the  creek.  Malcobn  saw  his  peril,  and 
galloping  down  the  hill,  shouted  to  the  unwary  stranger : 

"  There  is  a  quagmire  just  before  you  I    Take  care  1" 

Miss  Bashleigh,  conceiving  the  caution  to  be  meant  for  her, 
wheeled  her  steed  to  the  bank  from  which  she  had  come,  alarmed 
by  the  suddenness  and  the  purport  of  the  warning,  yet  retaining 
her  presence  of  naind.  The  groom  struck  his  spurs  into  his  horse's 
sides  and  rushed  into  the  thick  of  the  danger — a  narrow  morass, 
cloaked  by  green  slime  and  moss — ^but  which  an  acute  eye  would 
have  detected  and  avoided.  The  poor  beast's  legs  were  out  of 
Bight  at  the  second  plunge. 
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"  Oflf-  with  yon  1"  called'  Malcolm.  "  Don't  yon  see  that  yon 
are  smking  him  deeper  V 

'  The  fellow  fell,  rather  than  sMpped  off,  so  helpless  was  his  ter- 
ror. Malcofan.had  dismounted,  and  adrancing  as  near  as  he 
dared  to  the  treacherous  qnagmire,  seized^  with  one  hand,  a  stout 
branch  that  orerhnng  the  water,  add  held  out  the  other  to  the 
serrant.  It  required  an  exertion  of  his  herculean  strength  to 
drag  the  bulky  fhime  from  the  mire,  and  to  firmer  footing  ;  but 
it  was  the  work  of  an  instant.  Then  by  the  help  of  the  invariable 
feiice*rail,  to  which  the  Ykginian  first  looks  for  succor  in  wayside 
casualties,  and  by  the  combined  efforts  of  the  two,  the  horse  was 
extricated  ;  and  the  task  was  done  in  less  time  .than  it  has  taken 
us  to  relate  the  accident;  .  . 

"  Thank  yon,  Mr.  Ai^Ie  I''  said  Miss  EAshleigh,  gratefully. 

She,  too,  had  crossed  th^  creek,  and  remained  a  mute,  but  ex- 
cited spectator  of  the  rescue,  without  distracting  the  attention  of 
the  actors  in  it  by  audible  expressions  of  her  feelings  or  fears. 
Malcohn  had  hardly  seen  her  before,  and  he  observed  now,  that 
she  had  picked  up  Sprightly's  bridle,  which  he  had  flung  upon  her 
neck,  and  held  it  with  her  own. 

She  extended  her  hand,  and  there  was  a  tremulous  sparkle  in 
her  eye. 

"  You  are  very  kind  I"  she  said,  firankly.  "  I  tremble  to  think 
what  might  have  happened  but  for  your  arrival." 

Malcolm  could  not  abash  her  by  appearing  to  overlook  her 
grateful  action.  He  took  the  proffered  hand  and  pressed  it 
slightly,  disclaiming  his  right  to  her  thanks. 

''  Perhaps  1  was  in  fault,"  he  said,  "  for  my  hasty  alarm,  which 
confused  your  groom. .  But  he  was  too  close  to  the  miry  bank  for 
me  to  hesitate." 

»    "  You  were  perfectly  right,  I  am  sure.     Thomas  1  do  you 
understand  that  this  gentleman  saved  your  life  V 

"  Do  not,  I  beg  of  you,  Miss  Rashleigh,  magnify  my  triflmg 
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neryice  in  that  proportion  l"  said  Malcolm,  smilliig.  "  He  woulS 
probably  have  lost  his  liorse,  bat  I  think  he  would  Jiare  contriyed 
to  reach  the  shore  himself." 

**  Gontriyed  I"  Katherine  shook  her  head,  with  a  mischieTOna 
langh.  **  I  hare  no  prec^eni  that  warrants  me  in  believing  that 
he  will  ever  learn  the  meaning  of  the  Word.  Are  yon  ready, 
Thomas  V  she  hiqdrodi  raising  her  voice. 

He  had  withdrawn  a  decent  space,  and  was  shaking  himself, 
like  a  huge  water-dog,  to  dislodge  the  heavier  portions  of  tiie  - 
mnd  that  enveloped  the  lower  part  of  his  fignre  and  bespattered 
him  to  the  crown  of  his  hat 

"  That  is  a  hopeless  bosiness,"  said  Maloolm  to  him.  **  Mv 
advice  is-with  yo^  pemuaaion;Mis<,B«.hteigh-that  jon  monnt 
yonr  horse  at  once,  Thomas,  and  ride  home  as  fast  as  possible. 
Exercise  is  the  best  prescription  for  yon  after  yonr  bath,  nntil 
yon  can  get  to  a  fire  and  a  change  of  clothing.  He  is  not  a  fit 
escort  for  yon  in  that  plight,  Miss  Rashleigh,'^  he  remarked, 
adde.  "  If  yon  will  allow  me,  I  wiQ  see  yon  Fafely  to  your 
father's  door." 

The  groom,  in  snllen  mortification,  thmst  the  mnd  from  his 
stirmps  with  a  stick,  and  muttered  something  abont  his  "  orders 
being  never  to  lose  sight  of  Miss  Bashleigh." 

Katherine  flashed  scarlet  at  his  impertinence.  Provoked  as  he 
himself  was,  Malcolm  remarked  the  leaping  fire,  and  how  qnickly 
it  was  controlled. 

**  Yon  will  ride  on  I"  she  commanded,  with  qniet  dignity. 
"  Say  to  yonr  master  that  I  am  safe,  and  that  Mr.  Ai^gyle  has 
politely  oflbred  to  attend  me  home." 

The  man's  Indicrons  fignre,  as  he  trotted  briskly  before  them, 
was  to  Malcolm  and  Katherine  an  apology  for  his  reluctance  to 
precede  them.    The  slimy  mire  dripped  from  him  and  his  horse* 
.in  clots  and  paddles,  that  marked  their  track  in  the  middle  of  the 
road.    Departed  was  the  glory  of  his  yellow  leather  breeches  and 
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fair  top-boots; .  Fnmi  his  waist  downward  he  was  black  as  tar 
could  have  made  him,  and  the  red  coat  which  he.  had  sported 
with  saefe  sweUiugs  of  national  pride,  was  so  besmirched  and 
lotted  that  there  was  little  hope  of  its  restoration  to  its  jHristine 
hae.  His  crest-fallen  air  and  unmistakable  consciooshess  pf  their 
ipspection,  completed  the  soi;pness  of  the  picture. 

''  I  can  go  no  further  t"  exckdmed  Katheriae,  reining  up.    . 

Laughter  strangled  her  accents,  and  restraining  herself  by 
superhuman  efforts,  until  the  luckless  laokej  disappeared  behind  a 
bend  in  the  road,  she  gave  way  to  her  emotion  in  a  peal  of  the 
liveliest  merriment  that  ever  echoed  in.  forest  dingle.  Malcolm 
joined  in  with  all  his  heart.  Respect  for  her  had  controlled  his 
inclination  thus  long. 

Talk  of  the  sympathy  of  the  graver  and  sadder  sentiments  of 
our  nature,  the  friendship  that  ^rings  inio  being  from  the  unfore- 
seen recognition  of  kindred  tastes,  or  that  blooms  upon  the  grave 
of  a  common  sorrow  I  Our  observation — aye,  ajid  our  esperience, 
go  to  pirove  that  nothing  so  thaws  the  ice  of  mutual  reserve,  levels 
the  barriers  of  previous  starangerhood  so  instantaneously  as  a 
hearty  laugh,  participated  in,  and  ei\joyed  alike  by  both  of  the 
predestined  acquaintances. 

The  bright  eyes,  whose  glances  met  through  mirthful  tears, 
said  to  each  other  that  stogies  for  the  simultaneous  violation  of 
propriety's  laws  were  neither  expected  nor  desirable.  When  they 
were  so  far  recovered  as  to  pursue  their  ride,  theie  were  continual 
lapses  into  similar  evidences  of  amusement,  as  they  recalled  the 
grotesque  aj^rition,  in  whose  steps  they  were  following. 

"  Were  the  Mays  of  *  Merrie  England'  more  beautiftd  to  you 
than  this  V  asked  Malcolm,  in  response  to  her  remark  upon  the 
loveliness  of  the  morning. 

"  No  I  I  never  saw  such  sunshine  before."  Her  face  was 
honest  and  happy.  **  I  have  always  heard  that  the  people  in  your 
Southern  States  ^ved  out  of  doors.    If  nature  often  holds  out 
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temptations  like  lo-day,  I  shall  easily  learn  your  habits.  Walls 
and  roofs  of  any  description  are  a  prison  in  this  weather." 

''  Excepting  these  1"  answered  Malcohn,  pointing  to  the  pillared 
aisle  they  were  traversing,  formed,  by  the  trees  that  spread  their 
green  canopy  overhead. 

Before  he  thought  of  what  he  did,  he  found  himself  repeating 
from  his  favorite  poet : 

**  How  airy  and  how  light  the  graceful  arch ! 
Yet  awftil  as  the  consecrated  roof^ 
Reechoing  pious  anthems.*' 

She  looked  up  at  him  wiUi  a  smile,  os  of  one  who  hears  his 
native  tongue  in  a  foreign  land, 

"  Ah  1  you  know  Cowper,  then  V 

"  I  read  him  I"  he  replied,  with  a  slight  einphasis. 

She  blushed  at  the'  peculiarity  of  her  phrase,  then  rallied  to 
defend  it. 

**  And  do  you  not  find  that  he  has  grown  as  famUiar  to  you 
as  any  friend  who  visits  your  house  in  person  ?  When  you  read, 
which  is  his  talking  to  you,  do  you  not  feel  as  if  you  were  like- 
wise talking  vnth  him  ?" 

**  I  have  experienced  something  of  the  kind,  I  must  confess.  I 
need  not  inquire  what  poet  you  admire  most." 

"  Which  one  I  love  most,  you  need  not,  assuredly.  I  have  a 
good  governess,  who,  in  the  excess  of  her  approbation  of  Cowper^s 
sentiments  and  style,  caused  mo  to  laranscribe  the  whole  of  his 
'  Task,'  and  to  commit  to  memory  an  incredible  number  of  his 
shorter  poems.  I  learned  thus  to  write  mechanically  while  my 
head  was  full  of  other  things,  and  my  faithless  memory  lost  the 
larger  part  of  what  was  formally  given  into  her  keeping  ;  but 
all  this  did  not  eradicate  my  veneration  and  affection  for  the  only 
poet  I  ever  entirely  understood." 

She  paused,  and  with  a  smile,  whose  archness  might  havo 
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seemed  too  free,  had  it  been  less  Datnral  and  girlish,  added,  "  Yon 
see,  Mr.  Argjle,  you  may  finish  your  quotation,  secure  of  an  atten- 
tive listener." 

"  I  did  finish  it— did  I  not  r 

''  Xo,  sir.  Ton  stopped  on  jecollecting  that  you  were  not 
alone/' 

It  was  the  truth.  -The  foUowing  lines  were  too  just  a  descrip- 
tion of  what  their  eyes  feasted  upon  that  moment,  nol  to  present 
themselTes,  unbidden,  to  the  thoughts  of  any  one  who  had  ever 
read  them.  Malcolm  recited  them  ;  partly  because  Miss  Rash- 
leigh  requested  it ;  mainly  because  they  arose  so  spontaneously  to 
his  lips,  that  an  effort  would  have  been  required  to  keep  them 
back : 

"  The  checkered  earth  seems  restless,  as  a  flood, 
Brushed  by  the  wmd.    So  sportire  is  the  light 
Shot  through  the  bouglis,  it  dances  as  thej  dauce, — 
Shadows  and  sunshine  intermingling  quick, 
And  darkening  and  enlightening— as  the  leares 
Play  wanton — ev*ry  moment,  every  spot" 

**  Thank  you  I''  said  the  youug  lady,  simply  and  earnestly. 

The  dimples  still  lingered  in  her  cheek ;  but  the  sweeping 
fringes  of  the  lids  veiled  her  downcast  eyes,  and  she  rode  on  for 
some  time  without  speaking.  Her  nding-habit  and  the  cap,  with 
its  falling  plume,  became  her  well,  and  in  any  attire,  common  or 
picturesque,  she  must  have  been  handsome ;  bjat  it  was  not  the 
isolated  fact  of  her  beauty  that  drew  and  riveted  the  regards  of 
her  escort.  It  was  o^  vague,  thrilling  impression  of  familiarity 
with  the  features  which  it  was  impossible  to  believe  he  had  ever 
seen  before,  save  in  the  brief  instant  of  their  introduction  at 
church. 

Yet  that  half-«mile,  meditative  and  sweet ;  the  short  upper  lip 
— the  thought  of  pride  in  its  curve,  modified  by  the  ripe  fullness 
of  the  lower  ;  the  cleft  chin,  that  imparted  piquancy  to  the 
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ooantenaiioe  ;  the  ihapelj  head  and  its  regal  poise  upon  the  white 
neck  ;  these  he  had  seen — ^not  once  or  twice,  in  a  passing  glimpse 
— ^bnt  had  beheld,  and  stndiedi  and  loyed.  Like  a  flash  of  light, 
recurred  to  him  Miss  Barbara's  comment  upon  the  "English 
girl's  "  resemblance  to  Bessy  Hale.  He  called  himself  stnpid  and 
bUnd  not  to  have  perceived  it  at  a  glance.  This  it  was — ^the 
accidental  likeness  to  his  early  prot£g6 — ^that  had  moyed  him  to 
an  interest  in  this  young  creature — this  child,  in  comparison  with 
his  matured  manhood — such  aa  he  had  not  felt  fpr  aught  in  the 
form  of  woman,  since  the  -dream  of  his  youth  was  broken.  At 
this  stage  in  the  rcTolntion  of  his  thoughts,  their  subject  raised 
her  eyes  and  dropped  them  agab,  beneath  a  scrutiny,  whose  blent 
interest  and  inquiry  she  could  not  fail  to  read,  and  certainly  did 
not  understand. 

Malcolm  spoke  promptly,*  to  end  the  awkward  pause. 

**  That  is  a  noble  animal.  Miss  Bashleigb.  .  He  is  imported,  I 
suppose  ?" 

"  He  was  one  of  toy  fellow- voyagers,"  said  she,  threading  the 
flowing  mane  with  her  fingers.  "  No  place  would  be  quite  home 
without  him.  He  has  owned  me  as  mistress  since  his  coltish 
days." 

"  You  eiyoy  riding,  I  perceive*  You  will  not  find  such  hoise- 
women  here,  as  you  haVe  been  used  to  see  in  your  own  land. 
American  ladies  are  seldom  equestrian  from  love  of  the  exercise. 
In  many  parts  of  the  country,  it  is  the  only  practicable  mode  of 
conveyance  to  church,  to  the  neighbors'  houses  and  to  town. 
What  is  performed  as  a  necessity,  soon  ceases  to  become  a 
pleasure." 

"  Your  sister,  Mrs.  Moreau,  is  an  exception  to  your  rule,  it 
would  seem.  I  called  at  her  house  this  mommg  to  deliver  a 
message  from  my  father  to  Mr.  Moreau.  As  I  was  in  my  habit, 
the  conversation  ran  principally  upon  horses  and  riding.  She 
made  eager  and  minute  inquiries  aboxt  certain  English  customs, 
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that  afforded  opportonitj  for  the  display  of  this  accomplishment ; 
hontingi  steeple-ohases,  and  the  like.  There  are  still. ladies,  who 
ride  to  see  the  hounds  throw  off,  and  are  not  only  frequenters  of 
the  turf — ^bnt.  I  am  ashamed  to  say — ^risk  and  lose  their  money 
upon  the  race,  as  fte^ly  ad  do  their  husbands  and  brothers.  I 
hiiTe  heard  such  stories^  and  my  information  in  these  matters  is 
only  gained  from  hearsay.'' 

''  Many  ladies  in  our  highest  drdte  maintain,  and  exercise  their 
right  to  witness  such  sports,"  replied  Malcolm. 

''  I  am  perhaps  inclined  to  be  Amazonian  in  nly  lOong  for  fine 
horses,"  said  Elatherine,  **  and  education  might  haye  made  me  as 
zealous  a  patron  of  the  race-CQurse  as  Diana  was  of  the  chase, 
had  it  not  been,  for  my  other's  insuperable  dislike — prejudice,  if 
you  choose  to  consider  it  such — ^to  games  of  l^ii^ard  in  any 
form."  ^ 

''  He  shows  sound  judgment  there  I  I  rejoice  that  his  prind* 
I^es  are  so  strict" — ^th^  catching  her  surprised  gaze  at  his 
warmth,  he  bit  his  Mp  and  changed  the  subject. 

CSolonel  Bashleigh  walked  down  the  porch-^teps  and  lawn  to 
receive  his  daughter  and  hex  cayaUer.  He  had  seen  Malcolm 
once  before  on  the  Court-house  green — ^tbe  monthly  rendezyous  of 
all  the  male  denizens  of  the  county,  and  now  greeted  him  with  as 
cordial  a  welcome  as  was  compatible  with  present  agitation  and 
general  stif&iess. 

"  Tou  haye  earned  our  sincere  gratitude,  sir  ?"  he  said,  in 
solemn  pomp.  ''  I  was  neyer  more  displeased  with  any  one  in 
my  life,  sir,  than  I  am  with  that  stupid  blockhead  of  a  servant. 
I  shall  appoint  you  some  other  groom,  Katherine,  my  daughter. 
A  fellow,  who  cannot  take  care  of  himself  and  his  horso,  must  not 
be  intrusted  with  a  lady's  safety," 

"  Indeed,  you  are  too  hard  upon  him,  papa  I"  said  Katherine. 
"  He  has  been  sorely  punished  for  his  negligence.  It  was  nothing 
but  an  oversight  that  any  of  us  might  have  committed.    Ask . 
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Mr.  Argyle  if  it  was  not  a  deceptiye  qnagmire.    I,  myself,  would 
have  mistaken  it  for  solid  gronnd." 

Thus  referred  to,  Malcolm  was  obliged  to  sustain  her  generous 
appeal  in  behalf  of  the  ungrateful  Thomas. 

"  Others  have  met  with  the  same  misfortune  there,"  he  answered. 
**  One  of  my  neighbors  lost  a  colored  boy  at  that  identical  spot 
last  winter.    He  was  suffocated  before  help  arrived." 

"  Oh  1"  Katherine  grew  pale  and  clasped  h^  hands,  at  this 
thoughtless  admission  of  the  peril  he  had  hitherto  affected  -to 
treat  lightly. 

Colonel  Rashleigh  moved  his  head  up  and  down,  in  magisterial 
condemnation  of  the  public  authorities,  that  left  unguarded  a 
pitfall,  whose  danger  was  thus  proclaimed  ;  but  courtesy  wrought 
upon  his  juilice  to  induce  him'  to  withhold  this  opinion. 

They  were  at  the  house-door,  and  he  invited  Mr.  Argyle  in, 
with  formal  but  sincere  hospitality.  Malcolm  declined,  and 
what  was  harder,  he  held  out  against  the  reiteration  of  the 
request  by  Katherine's  involuntary  look.  But  though  he  risked 
offending  them  in  this  respect,  he  was  too  much  the  gentleman  to 
forget  that  he  ought  to  ask  permissicm  to  caH,  the  following  day, 
and  inquire  whether  Miss  Rasbleigh's  health  had  sustained  any 
shock  from  her  fright.  The  petition  was  readily  granted,  and  he 
took  leave. 

With  spirits  changed  from  the  buoyancy  of  the  early  morning, 
he  set  his  face  homeward.  He — Malcolm  Argyle — the  misogy- 
nist and  Timon  of  the  region — had  ridden  four  miles  in  company 
with  a  woman — ^young  and  handsome — ^without  satiety  or  dis- 
gust ;  had  talked  of  the  weather — a  theme  he  despised^  as  the 
staple  of  discourse  among  fbols  and  fashionables — and,  more 
absurd  I  had  quoted  poetry,  like  a  sentimental  Sophomore. 
Worst  of  all  1  was  he  not  committed  to  a  call — a  visit  in  cold 
blood  and  broad  daylight,  at  her  father's  house  I  and  he  foresaw 
manifold  obstacles  in  the  way  of  civilly  dropping  an  acquaintance 


HBMS8IB.  327 

thos  commenced.  He  railed  at  hiiDsdf  for  mcoDaBtency^  becaiifl9 
be  was-  not  more,  aimoyed — angry,  in  fact— «t  the  advantage 
secured  over  him  by  the  fate  adverse  to  the  oneventM  routine  of 
bis  secluded  life.  Almost  a  stranger  as  be  was  to  those  who  bad 
known  him  siuce  his  birth,  why  should  be  allow  drcumstaoces  to 
force  these  forei^  comers  upon  bis  acquamtanceship  ?  He  suc- 
ceeded in  deceiving  himself  into  an  inclement  humor,  by  the  time 
he  dismounted  at  Ben  Lomond,  and,  for  the  rest  of  the  day,  Miss 
Barbara  wore  (spiritual  and  Invisible)  sackcloth  and  ashes  for 
the  palpable  failure  of  her  recent  attempt  at  amelioration  of  bis 
moodSi 

^  It  was  a  relief  to  see  him  set  off  upon  his  accustomed  ride  next 
morning. 

''He's  bilious^  I  think,"  she  said,  "and  maybe  th^sbakin'  and 
the  air  will  do  him  good." 

The  remedies  doubtless  j^roved  efficacious,  lor  when  be  pre- 
sented himself  in  Colonel  Bashleigh's  drawing-room,  his  fresh 
O(»nplexion  and  dear  eye  betokened  excellent  digestion  and  a 
healthy  state  of  the  blood. 

The  apartment  was  not  adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  now  used,  except  in  size.  The  wainscot  was  painted  dark- 
green,  and  the  furniture  having  been  sdected  to  correspond,  and 
the  narrow  windows  being  placed  very  high  up,  the  lugubrious 
effect  was  gloomily  unpleasing.  Malcolm  reverted  to  Katherine's 
declaration  that  roofs  and  walk  were  a  prison  at  this  season,  and 
believed  that  he  bad  discovered  the  secret  of  her  partiality  for 
outofdoor  life.  Colonel  Kashle^b  had  met  him  in  the  hall  and 
ushered  him  into  this  room,  in  a  state  that  prepared  the  visitor 
for  an  introduction  to  a  large  company,  whereas  there  was  not  a 
soul  there  beside  themselves. 

"  Be  seated,  if  you  please,  Mr,  Argyle  I" 

The  colonel  drew  forward  an  immense  chair,  shrouded  in  green 
drapery.    Malcolm  thoaght  of  the  pillory^  as  t^e  perpendicolar 
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back  gtraigbiened  his  q^inal  odnmn  to  a  right  line,  and  he  dia- 
peiiHed  with  the  use  of  a  footstool,  that  was  considered  as  a  part 
of  the  throne.  . 

"  Yon  are  not  afiiicted.  with  the  goat,  then,  sir  ?"  said  the  host, 
seeing  this  action. 

Maleolm  conld  not  preTcnt  a  smile,  and  a  ghuice  at  his  young, 
strong  limbs. 

"  No,  sir." 

"  Ah|  indeed  I  Is  it  an  iiereditaiy  comphvint  in  jonr  ftmilj, 
sir?" 

''  Not  that  I  ever  heard.  It  does  not  prevail  in  this  country 
to  any  great  extent,  and  is  becoming  a  more  rare  c<Anplaint 
yearly." 

*'  Is  it  possible  ?  To  what  cause  d<)  yon  attribate  this  remark* 
able  circnmstance,  sir  ?" 

"  1  really  am  nnable  to  explain  it,"  answered  the  visitor,  begin- 
ning to  feel  bored.    **  Perhaps  the  climate  "  — ^* 

He  was  mtermpted  by  the  opening  of  a  door  opposite  to  him, 
which  let  ia  a  stream  of  light  from  an  onter  room.  It  was  a 
fleetmg  illammati<m,  for  the  person  entering  closed  the  door  as 
she  stepped  within  the  parlor.    Both  gentlemen  arose. 

"  Mr.  Argyle — allow  me  to  {wesent  Mrs.  Bashleigh.  My  dear, 
we  are,  as  yon  know,  greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  Argyle  for  his 
yalnable  service  to  onr  daughter  yesterday." 

The  lady's  white  face  and  hands  were  all  that  Malcolm's  eyes, 
blinded  by  the  late  passing  light,  conld  immediately  distingoish. 
She  was  tall,  and  arrayed  in  dark  or  black  robes,  and  this  was 
the  extent  of  his  discoreries  concerning  her  nntil  she  had  been 
seated  some  moments. 

"  We  were  engaged  in  an  interesting  conversation,  my  dear," 
said  Colonel  Rashleigh,  in  his  pompons,  deliberate  voice.  ''Mr. 
Argyle  encourages  me  to  fiope  tiiat  my  tronblesome  inheritance, 
the  gout,  may  not  be  a  peipetnal  enemy  in  this  salubrioos  climate. 
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It  would  be  a  smgnlar  eoincideiice,  sir,  if  ike  «iiiigntioii  from  the 
land  of  my  fathers,  TBSoived  upon  bj  the  advice  of  Mrs.  Rash- 
leigh's  physician,  Sir  Hiunphrey  Asbnry — ^yon  may  have  heard 
of  him,  sir  P' 

Mfldcdm  owned  his  ignorance  in  this  respect 

~**  Sir  Humphrey  Asbnry-^a  skiflfol  and  popular  practitioiier, 
sir — should,  I  say,  erentaate  in  my  own  reoorery  from  a  painful 
and  tedious  disorder.  But  I  am  detaining  you,  Mr.  Argyle" — 
witil  a-  Grandisoniaa  bow  and  ware  of  the  hand:  "  I  detain  you 
from  the  eonchision  of  your  obsenrations  upon  the  causes  of  the 
dedine^of  this  ancient  disease  among  the  dtizens  of  these  United 
States.'' 

"Kot  at  all,  sir  I"  rejcwied  Malcolm,  growing  toore  and  more 
restive  for  liberty  and  siienoe.-  "I  merely  suggested  that  the 
climate  might  have  something  to  do  with  it.  I  know  Tery  little 
of  the  gout  or  its  treatment 

^.  "It  was  Sir  Humphrey  Asbuiy's  opinion,  in  which  he  was  sup- 
ported by  the  celebrated  Dr.  Arbuthnot — ^You  have  some 
acquaintance  with  his  fame,  perhaps,  Mr.  Argyle  ?" 

Fortunately,  Mr.  Argyle  was  able  to^  reply  in  the  affirmatiTe. 

"  An  eminent  man,  sir,  he  was  1 — a  re-mMP4ca-Ue  man  I  It 
was  the  belief,  sir,  of  both  these  distingpushed  physicians  " 

Again  that  blessed  ray  of  brightness  beyond,  and  a  rush  of  cool 
air  with  it.    This  time,  the  door  was  left  open. 

**  Good  morning,  Mr.  Argyle  P  said  Katherine,  walking  up  to 
him  with  a  modest,  frank  grace,  that  was  inexpressibly  charming. 

Without  consulting  Colonel  Rashle^h's  dull,  grey  eyes,  or  his 
own  prerious  determination  of  distant  politeness,  Malcolm  shook 
hands  with  her. 

"Haye  I  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  quite  well  to-day?"  he 
inquired.  "Hare  you  suffered  any  inconyenience  from  your 
adventure  of  yesterday  ?" 

<*  1^0 — ^how  could  I  ?    It  is  I  who  should  make  inquiries  of 
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jou.  Are  yon  9Hre  that  joa  did  not  strain  yonr  arm  in  drawing 
poor  Thomas  from  his  'Slough  of  Despond?'  I  described  the 
exploit,  in  detail,  to  papa,  last  night,  and  he  was  mach  concerned 
lest  yon  should  hare  over-exerted  yourself.?' 

"  It  was  an  unnecessary  fear.  I  am  none  the^orse  for  what 
yon  pertinaciously  dignify  into  an  exploit.  And,  in  reciprocating 
civilities,  we  are  forgetting  the  only  damaged  indivi<)aal  of  the 
trio.    How  is  your  groom,  in  mind  and  body  7" 

''Happily  convalescent."  Katherine  laughed  as  joyously  as 
if  the  room  w^^  not  hui^  with  dark  green,  and  her  stately 
father  and  silent  mother  were  not  within  hearing.  "  Gay  featheis 
make  g^y  birds  ;  and  his  spirits  have  recovered  their  usual  pitch 
at  the  assurance  of  the  laundress  that  his  livery  is  not  utterly 
beyond  hope." 

She  had  remained  stauding  while  addressiog  and  replying  to 
Malcolm,  and  now  turned  to  her  mother. 

"  Mamma  I  did  yon  deliver  my  message — ^my  petition  to  the 
gentlemen?" 

"  I  did  not.    It  escaped  my  memory." 

"  We  await  your  ladyship's  commands,"  said  Colonel  B^leigh, 
with  heavy  gallantry. 

Katherine  courtesied  in  mock  gratitude.  Maleofan's  inward 
simile  was  of  a  fawn  sporting  with  an  elephant. 

"  Tlien,  will  it  please  your  worships  to  walk  into  the  other 
parlor?  It  is  lighter  and  cooler  than  this" — throwing  an  im- 
patient look  around  it — "  less  like  a  funeral  state-chamber,  if  you 
will  pardon  my  candor,  papa." 

He  would  have  frowned  at  her  depreciation  of  his  pet  apart* 
mcnt,  but  her  witching  smile  mollified  his  displeasure.  The 
"  other  parlor"  was  the  ladies'  sitting-room.  India  matting  was 
spread  upon  the  floor  ;  white  dimity  curtains,  with  wide  fringes, 
shaded  the  windows  ;  there  were  three  work-tables,  with  gay 
covers,  and  upon  each  a  glass  containing  wild  flowers  ;  low  chairs 
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and  fdot-cnahions  stood  about,  in  cenyeiiient  confofflon,  and  ih  one 
window  was  a  linnet's  cage.  Mrs.  Holt,  in  her  doTe-colored 
dress,  was  waiting  to  pay  her  respects  to  the  visitor — Yetj  mild 
and  very  prim.  She  was  no  more  the  presidii^  genios  of  this 
cheerful  and  tasteful  home-bower,  tkaa  was  the  cold,  stem-fea- 
tured woman  who  wared  Malcolm  to  a  chair,  in  a  line  with  that 
which  she  selected  for  herself,,  as  if  the  use  of  her  tongue  would 
compromise  her  habitual  haughtiness.  Owing  to  the  situation 
assigned  him,  InadTertentlj,  as  he  imagined,  he  could  not  get  a 
fair  yiew  of  her,  except  by  wheeling  around  half-way  in  his  seat ; 
nor.  was  the  temptation  very  powerful  while  Elatherine  was  facing 
him. 

The- more -elFectually  to  break  up  the  stiffness  of  a  group  whose 
component  members  w^re  so  uncongemal,  she  had  resumed  her 
work,  the  hetting-boz,  with  its  ivory  shuttle  and  threads  of  spidep* 
like  fineness.  And,  as  her  fingeriB  flew,  eyes,  tongue  and  smiles 
were  weaving  a  pretty  tissue  of  quaint  fancies  and  sprightly  wit, 
that,  hanging  about  her  father's  harangues  and  her  governess' 
"  elegant  extracts,"  relieved  the  dullness  of  one  and  the  pedantry 
jDf  the  other. 

^  She  is  an  original,  and  a  pleasing  variety  in  the  dead-level 
silliness  and  affectation  of  her  sex,"  reflected  the  ungallant 
listener.  **  The  mhracle  is  how  she  has  resisted  the  influences  of 
society  like  this.  I  should  as  seon  have  expected  to  find  a  sweet- 
brier  growing  in  a  vault.  She  never  got  that  soul  from  the 
father,"  surveying  the  John  Bull  visage,  with  its  double  chin  and 
flabby*  eyelids  ;  its  master-trait  bemg  solemn  self-conceit.  "  Was 
the  etherial  spark  the  mother's  gift  7" 

He  was  inspired  by  a  curiosity  to  pry  into  the  mystery.  Push- 
ing his  chair  back  that  he  might  see  her,  he  accosted  Mrs.  Rash- 
leigh  : 

"  You  have  hardly  had  time  to  give  our  climate  a  thorough 
test  yet,  madam  I" 
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The  faintest  tint  of  rose  rafinsed  the  Indy^s  mDa  dktA.  It 
might  be  of  displeasure  at  the  nncereiiMnioiis  address,  for  she 
averted  her  eyes  in  replying. . 

"  I  presnme  not." 

''  Hay^  you  eyer  yisited  our  continiBnt  before  P* 

«  Yes"-^4he  seemed  to  steady  her  yoiee.  **  I  was  in  Amwifla 
once — ^many  years  since^^  my  youth.'' 

"  Yon  neyer  told  me  that,  mamma !"  cried  the  impolsiye 
Katherine. 

"Didlnotr 

It  was  all  die  said,  and  her  daughter  onderstood  that  for  soHie 
reason  she  was  not  to  prosecute  her  inqniHes. 

Maloohn  too  desisted.  The  reserye  be  had  cdtiyated  in  his 
own  demeanor  did  not  dispose  him  to  sympathy  with  kindred 
qoalities  in  others.  If  this  unsocial  dame  fancied  the  part  of  the 
"proad  ladye"  in  the  ballad,  he- Was  not  the  man  to  interfere 
with  her  masquerade.  He  considered  that  his  oyertnres  had  been 
frank  and  gentlemanly.  She  saw  fit  to  repel  them,  and  in  their 
succeeding  interviews,  should  any  such  be  set  down  in  the  book 
of  their  future,  she  must  lead  off  in  conyersation — ^not  he. 

Again,  a  thoughtfiil  ride  and  a  slow,  along  the  forest  road. 
Again,  reason  demonstrated  his  discomfort,  martyr  as  he  was,  to 
the  irrational  conyentionalities  of  the  society  to  which  he  was  a 
professed  outlaw  ;  yictimized  by  pride  and  prosiness  and  untimely 
displays  of  learning-— and  again,  feeling  gave  the  lie  to  eveiy 
representation  ;  refuted  every  argument. 

"  The  cause  is  plain  enough,"  he  uttered,  so  emphatically 
that  Sprightly  pricked  up  her  ears.  "  It  must  be  the  likeness  to 
poor  lost  Bessy  that  makes  me  notice  and  think  of  the  girL" 

And  he  got  down  from  his  horse  to  pluck  a  spray  of  sweet- 
brier  waving  beside  the  path.  It  was  fastened  in  his  bosom,  and 
transferred  thence  to  a  glass  of  water  in  his  room  that  night. 

He  did  not  inquire  of  Reason  or  Feeling  why  he  did  this. 
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.   CHAPTER  XVII. 

That  his  whizosical.  brotlier-m4aw  had  dumged  his  mmd,  Mr. 
Moreaa  was  infonned  by  his  appearance  on  the  night  of  the 
party.  The  room.was  a.  third  foil  of  company  when  he  arrired. 
Marcia  Garrington  was  gossiping  with  Jessie  Hnnter  in  a  comer, 
when, a  boaz  went  ^around  from  groop'to  gronp,  and  directed  the 
eyes  of  the  «afly  friends  to  .the  entrance^oor. 
.   "  A  resurrection  I"  commented  one  hdf  to  another. 

"  More  likely  a  reconciliation  V^  replied  a  gentleman  who  over* 
heard  the  remark.  "  They  say  that,  lately,  Morean  has  spent  half 
his  time  at  Ben  Lomond." 

"  He  might  do  worse  I"  said  a  bystander,  significantly ;  and 
both  gentlemen  langhed  a  little,  at  which  the  ladies  looked 
puzzled. 

''Why  I  there's  Maleobn,  I  declare  I"  exclaimed  Jessie. 
**  What  is  going  to  happen  ?  Eleanor  told  me  that  she  did  not 
belieye  he  would  come.  Isn't  it  funny?  He  hates  parties 
awfblly  I" 

Marcia's  cheeks  tingled  with  conflicting  emotions.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  the  next  person  with  whom  Malcolm  met,  after  pay- 
ing his  respects  to  the  host  and  hostess,  was  the  burly  planter 
who  had  been  the  guiltless  Paris  to  his  Helen.  In  the  bencTolent 
pity  of  his  heart,  the  worthy  husband  threw  as  much  cordiality 
as  his  kind,  red  face  was  capable  of  expressing,  into  his  salutation, 
and  his  hearty  tones  swelled  aboye  the  murmur  of  other  yoices. 

"  Hftppy  to  meet  you,  at  last,  Mr.  Argyle  I    Upon  my  word, 
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I  haye  despoired  of  ever  getting  better  acquainted  with  you.  My 
wife  will  be  glad  to  renew  the  friendship  that  once  existed 
between  yon,  I  am  gure.    Come  and  speak  to  her — won't  you  V 

Marcia  was  not  sensitive ;  yet  she  was  ashamed,  as  she  noted 
bow  general  was  the  attention  and  ill-concealed  amusement  which 
this  moTement  excited.  When  Mr.  Carrington  puffingly  pre-' 
sented  ''an  old  friend,  my  dear  Marshy"  (we  spell  as  he  pro- 
nounced),  ''  whom  y6u  will  be  glad  to  meet  again/'  her  yoice 
was  cold  and  constrained,  while  her  &ce  was  on  fire  with  con- 
fusion. 

"  I  met  Mr.  Argyle  two  weeks  ago,  at  church,''  she  said,  and 
stooped  to  pick  up  her  fan., 

Malcdm  bent  for  it  before  she  could  touch  it,  and  returned  it 
with  a  politeness  as  easy  as  iiers  was  embeuTassed, 

**  How  are  you,  Jessie  ?"  he  said,  shaking  hands  with  the  sister 
he  had  not  seen  before  in  months. 

"  As  weak  and  sick  as  I  can  be,  to  keep  on  my  feet,"  she 
rejoined,  plaintively.  "  I  ought  not  to  be  here  to-night.  I  shall 
pay  for  it,  and  dearly  too." 

"  I  hope  not  I"  Her  brother  took  a  seat  beside  her.  "  And 
the  latest  Nimrod  I  how  is  his  Littleness?" 

The  play  upon  her  married  name  was  not  new  to  Jessie,  or  she 
would  not  have  comprehended  the  allusion. 

"  He  is  very  well  I"  sh^  answered,  animatedly.  "  If  he  were 
not  asleep,  I  would  take  you  up  to  see  him — and  you  too,  Mar- 
cia. He  is  a  monstrous  child  of  his  age.  A  perfect  beauty — 
like  the  Argyles,  too  I    My  other  children  are  all  Hunters." 

''  Fond  of  children,  Mr.  Argyle  ?"  asked  Mr.  Carrington, 
agreeably. 

"  You  would  not  believe  me  if  I  were  to  say  '  No,'  Mr.  Car- 
rington." 

"  Upon  my  word,  you  came  near  the  truth  there,  sir  I"  returned 
the  blufif  planter.     ''  I  have  no  respect  for  a  man — ^indeed  I  can- 
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not  coBceiye  of  a  man  who  has  any  soul,  not  loring  the  dear  little 
things — bless  their  hearts  1" 

*'  You  are  still  delicate  then,  Jessie  ?'?  said  Malcolm. 

^'  Delicate  !  yes,  and  always  shall  be  \"  she  sighed. 

A  s^d^  Wreck  of  &  fair  and  fresh  beauty  could  hardly  have 
been  im^^ed.  Her  comeliness  Jiad  neyer  had  the  appearance 
of  fast  colors,  in  her  best  days.  It  was  too  dependent  upon 
the  gloss  and  curl  of  her  abundant  locks  ;  her  eyes  were  too  pale 
in  their  blue  ;  her  skin  too  ready  to  betray  the  rise  and  fall  of 
the  blood. .  She  resembled  now  a  picture  that  had  faded  out. 
Her  hair  was  thin,  and  lifeless  as  tow ;  the  bine  irids  were  so 
light  as  to  be  scarcely  distinguishable  from  the  white  surrounding 
them  ;  and  in  the  sunken  dieeks  there  were  saUow  spots  where 
once  the  blush-rose  had  flourished.  She  had  suffered  certainly 
from  bodily  ailments  ;  but  -more  from  what  was  the  aggrayation,- 
if  not  the  chief  cause  of  these — ^a  hypochondria,  as  sedulously 
nursed,  and  paraded  with  aa  much  pride  as  were  the  children, 
multiplying  disconragingly  about  her  knees. 

Her  brother's  Imwonted  interest  in  her,  and  in  the  late  arriral, 
gratified  her  exceedingly.  The  Proyidence  that  helps  the  lame 
and  the  lazy  had  helped  her  to  a  man  far  higher  in  the  scale  of 
probitj,  and  in  easier  worjdly  circumstances  than  Eleanor's  acti- 
vity had  secured  for  herself.  Under  his  influence,  Jessie  had 
grown  mere  amiable,  if  not  more  disinterested.  SOIy  and  Tain 
she  was  by  nature,  but  the  gentle  loves  of  home  had  softened  the 
ill-^temper  she  had  mostly  acquired  from,  and  exercised  upon,  her 
sister.  Weak  in  action  and  vapid  in  conversation  she  must  ever 
remain,  and  since  she  had  claimed  a  place  on  the  invalid  list,  she 
was  particularly  tiresome,  as  Malcolm  was  made  to  feel,  without 
waste  of  time  on  her  part.  She  was  desirous  to  entertain  her 
brother.  As  Mr.  Hunter  said,  ''  they  had  enough  bread  and 
butter  of  their  own  to  fill  the  babies'  mouths,  without  playing 
boot^licks  to  a  relation  who  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  havo  no 


286  vExiftiB. 

family  to  qteitd  his  money.    Let  Eleanor  -have  it,  and  welcome, 
Jess  1    It  would  be  a  pity  to  have  all  her  work  thrown  away/' 

Jessie  submitted  outwardly — inasmuch  as  she  refrained  from 
allusions  to  her  sister's  schemes  iind  conjectures  about  Malcolm's 
wealth,  in  the  hearing  of  her  husband,  and  did  not  g;am8ay  Elea- 
nor's insinuati<ms  as  to  the  legitimate  destination  of  the  patri- 
monial estate  ;.  but  sometimes  she  wax»d  malcontent  at  this  cool 
surrender  of  her  right&  Malcdm's  flattering  «otioe  of  her  on 
this  occasion,  reanimated  slumbering  ambition.  What  was  more 
reasonable  than  that  she  should  be  his  favofite  sister  ?  She  had 
never  thwarted  him;  iigured  his  friends  and  quarrelled  outright 
with  him,  as  Eleanor  had  done.  The  baby  was  not  named.  She 
would  beg  Mr.  Hunter — she  would  insist,  as  the  mother  had  a 
right  to  do — ^that  the,  cherub  should  be  called  Malcolm  Argyle. 
People  said  that  Malcolm  would  never  marry,  since  Mareia  had 
treated  him  so  badly,- and  it  did  seem  improbable.  What  if  he 
were  to  adopt  his  namesake  nephew  ?  Eleanor  had  dreamed  of 
the  same  thing  in  naming  her  second  child  ;  but  there  were  no 
signs  yet  that  her  wishes- were  true  prophets. 

These  thoughts  swam  in  her  soft^  brain,  while  she  was  endea- 
voring to  relate  the  leading  symptoms  of  her  infirm  health  ;  and 
Malcolm,  seemingly  lent  an  attentive  ear,  his  eye  resting  mean- 
while, as  by  accident,  upon  the  door. 

The  Bashlelghs  were  to  remain  all  night  at  Montrouge — ^the 
Moreaus'  residence.  This  was  Eleanor's  arrangement,  in  order 
to  secure  the  attendance  of  Mrs.  Bashleigh,  who  was  fearful  of 
the  night  air.  They  had  been  detained  on  the  road  by  an  acci- 
dent to  the  harness  of  their  carriage,  and  having  to  dress  at 
Montrouge,  were  therefore  rather  late  in  appearing  below  stairs. 
Eleanor  had  circulated,  industriously,  tales  of  their  social  distinc- 
tion in  England,  and  the  paternal  affection  felt  by  the  uncle  Cdr 
Mr  Moreau,  of  Mrs.  Rashleigh's  elegance  and  the  daughteFa, 
beauty    and    accomplishments.     These  things,  working  in  tha 
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imagiiiationB  of  the  other  gaoBta^  together  with  the  &ct  that  they 
were  collected  here  to  do  them  honor,  created  a  sensation,  when 
Eleanor  advanced  eagerly  to  salnte  the  dfstmgiiislied  strangers. 
ColoAel  Bashleigh,  m  white  silk  stockings,  knee-backles,  lace 
upon  his  .rofSed  shhrt-bosom,  and  a  streameit  of  broad  black  rib- 
bon flowing  down  Iku  bock,  from  his  powdered  qnene,  was  as  impos- 
ing as  he  intended  to  be.  Mrs.  Ba^eigh  was  dressed  in  grey  silk, 
silyery  in  lustre  and  rich  in  fabric.  The  laces  of  her  cap,  neck- 
dress  and  sleeyes  were  exquisite  as  the  prodnction  of  foiry  looms; 
and  a  brHliant  ^diamond  star  pinned  the  transparent  folds  at  her 
throat.  She  wa»  the  Oynosnra  of  erery  eye  ;  bnt  pale,  tranquil 
in  her  gravity,  she  appeared  ntteriydisregardM  of  the  curiosity 
respect  and'adnuratioi^  that  she  kindled.  Catherine  came  in 
with  her  governess.  Her  dress  of  white  gaoze  over  pink  silk, 
was  pretty  and  girlish,  while  it  befitted  the  daughter  of  a-  man 
of  Colonel  Bashldgh's  reputed  wealth.  Among  her  dark  tresses, 
was  woven  a  wreath  of  sweetrbrier — cleaves  and  blossoms.  .  Mal- 
colm manrelled  at  the  ooincidenGe  of  his  foncy  aqd  her  taste. 

''How  very  odd  T  he  thought,  smilingly.  ''  I  will  ask  her, 
some  time,  how  sha  happened  to  select  that  flower.''  . 

"  Those  are  Mr.  Moreau's  rich  relations — are  they  not  V  asked 
Jessie,, "  I  am  dying  to  see  them  I" 

"  Be  so  good  as  to  move  aside  a  little,  Mr.  Garrington,  if  you 
please,"  said  Malcohn.    ''  Now,  Jessie,  look  and  live  I" 

"  What  superb  laoes !''  igacalated  Mrs.  Garringt^  in  the 
subdued  tone  of  intepse  awe.  "  There  is  a  small  fortune  hi  that 
dress  of  Mrs.  Bashleigh's  !  And  those  magnificent  diamonds  ! 
See  how  they  shine,  Stanhope  P 

''The  daughter's  eyes  please  me  better  than  the  diamonds 
do,  my  dear,"  replied  her  husband.  "  Ah,  Mr.  Argyle  1  there 
Is  a  prize  worth  a  hard  race.  What  a  chance  for  you  young 
men  !" 

"  Who  are  fortunate  in  not  haring  Mr.  Garrington  for  a  com* 
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petitor/'  was  the  pleaaant  rejoinder.  ''One  whose,  apprecia- 
tion of  beaatj  is  so  lively,,  could  not  but  be  a  foimidable 
riral." 

Mrs.  CaiTing:ton's  vanitj  wonld  have  been  more  pleased,  had 
her  jilted  soitor  remained  silent  at  the — considering  all 
things — ^malapropos  remark  <^  her  spoose ;  or  had  he  xeplied  in 
any  other  style  than  the  jest,  with  which  he  moved  away.  It  testi- 
fied with  mortifying  clearness,  that  he  was  no  longer  haunted  by 
tender  memories  of  her. 

The  genuine  spirit  of  English  reserve  with  regard  to  household 
conc^ns,  prevailed  at  Brlarwood.  Hence,  Malcolm's  rescae  of 
Katherine's  groom  and  his  subsequent  call  were  unknown,  as  yet, 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  estate.  Eleanor  watched  her  broiler,  as 
he  gradually  ^i^roached  the  young  heiress  ;  saw  his  bow  and  her 
smile,  and  constmed  this,  as  well  fts  the  conversation  that  ensued, 
into  an  exhibition  of  his  desire  to  strengthen  the  restored  family 
peace,  by  amity  with  its  more  remote  members,  and  Katherine's 
friendly  disposition  toward  her  iX)U8in's  connections.  She  had  a 
passion  for  diplomacy,  and  no  sooner  was  the  idea  lodged  in  her 
mind  that  her  gentlemanly^  and  wealthy  brother  might  be  an 
eflBcient  ally  in  obtainii^  for  her  a  footing  with  her  husband's 
high-bom  relative^ — ^might,  by  exalting  the  Argyles  in  the  sight 
of  the  aristocratic  Colonel,  dispose  him  to  generosity  to  the 
nephew,  who  had  nobly  maintained  the  family  dignity  in  his 
marriage  ;  no  sooner  had  this  tempting  bubble  caught  her  eye, 
than  her  thoughts  darted  after  it,  with  an  ardor  that  ought  to 
have  brought  success.  Amid  the  distractions  incident  to  her 
hostesship,  she  kept  vigilant  guard  over  her  intended  en^Lue, 
dreading  every  instant  to  see  him  retu*e  from  the  field  and  relapse 
into  his  habitual  unsocial  ways. 

He  was  more  mercifid — as  she  tdd  her  husband,  in  one  of  theii 
hurried  conferences : 

''  Malcolm  is  really  behaving  beaitifully.    Was  it  your  visit  to 
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him,  the  other  day^  that  has  worked  this  muracle  in  him  ?    You 
are  getting  into  favor  at  last,  my  dear." 

She  swept  on,  not  staying  to  witness  the  effect  of  this  choice 
sogar-piam  npon  her  liege  lord.  Posslblj,  the  grimace  he  exe- 
cuted when  her  back  was  turned  would  have  taught  her,  had 
she  seen  it,  that  there  are  secrets,  as  well  as  accidents,  in  the 
best-regulated  households. 

Malcolm  finally  resigned  his  place  by  Miss  Bashleigh's  side  to 
a  gentleman  who  had  solicited  her  hand  for  the  dance,  then  form- 
ing. He  was  standing  near  one  of  the  deep  windows — ^a  looker- 
on  of  the  merry  mazes — ^when  his  sbter  sailed  up  to  him. 

*'  Malcolm,  hare  yon  forgotten  how  to  dance  a  Scotch  reel  f" 

**  I  do  not  know.  '  I  suppose  that  I  hare,"  he  returned,  gazing 
at  her  more  intently  than  was.  needful  or  comfortable  to  her,  con- 
scious, as  she  was,  of  a  double  pufpose  in  the  proposal  she  had  on 
her  tongue. 

But  she  had  a  bold  face  always  at  her  command — ''matchless 
effrontery,"  as  Malcolm  denominated  it.  He  had  not  believed 
that  even  those  fearless  eyes  could  sustain  his  meaning  lo<^,  after 
the  humiliation  she  had  lately  undergone  at  his  hands.  A  side 
glance  showed  him  Mr.  Moreau,  not  far  off,  trying  to  carry 
on  a  gay  conversation,  while  his  eyes  were  upon  the  brother  and 
sister,  in  an  agonized  suspense  Malcolm  understood  but  partmlly, 
and  Eleanor  did  not  see.  In  blissful  ignorance  of  the  letter  burn- 
ing in  her  husband's  pocket,  seeming  to  throb  against  his  guilty 
heart,  her  mask  was  less  elaborate  than  Malcolm  supposed. 

''  I  have  been  making  inquiries  among  our  friends,  and  am  dis- 
appointed that  so  many  declare  themselves  unable  to  go  through 
the  figure.  Colouel  Rashleigh  requested  me  to  get  up  the  set, 
and  I  promised.  It  is  Eatherine's — ^Miss  Rashleigh's — ^favorite 
dance,  too.    What  a  pity  I*' 

Malcolm  did  not  reply,  although  she  paused  to  afford  him  the 
opportunity.    She  resumed : 


940  VBK8SIB. 

**  I  thought  that  yon  would  perhaps  lead  her  out— jiut  this 
ODce — rather  than  the  plan  dioiild  be  spoUed.  Yon  used  to 
excel  in  this  dance." 

The  artfiil  compliment  doubtless  conquered  his  semises,  for  his 
featores  relaxed. 

"  Very  well,"  he  said.  •*  If  yon  only  need  me"  to  complete 
yoor  number,  and  Miss  Bashleigh  will  accept  me  as  a  partner,  I 
will  break  through  my  rules  and  oblige  yon." 

"  Thank  you  I — ^thank  youl"  in  raptures  with  herself  and  him. 
"  Shall  I  be  the  bearer  of  your  compliments  to  dear  Eatherine  ?" 

''  No.    I  will  prefer  my  suit  in  person." 

"  Who  of  us  h9B  not  a  weak  side  ?"  said  Eleanor,  secretly.  "  I 
never  yet  saw  a  man  whose  head  could  not  be  made  to  whirl  by  a 
judicious  touch  of  flattery-*-nor  one  whom  I  could  not  manage." 

The  obligiiig  brother  kept  his  word,  and  his  request  meeting 
with  a  fayorable  response,  he  stood  up  in  the  next  dance  with 
Catherine  RashleiglL  Hb  performed  his  part  with  spirit,  having 
stipulated  beforehand  that  his  partner  should  correct  the  mis- 
takes that  would  inevitably  arise  from  his  want  of  practice.  He 
dedgned  making  one  or  two  accidental  blunders,  to  bear  out  his 
assertion  of  awkwardness,  but  forgot  the  premeditated  deceit 
before  he  had  been  once  across  the  floor.  Katherine  danced-as 
she  talked — gaily  and  unaffectedly,  and  her  airy  motions,  joined 
to  the  lively  badinage  she  exchanged  with  her  companion,  were 
the  cause  oi  his  remissness  in  not  carrying  out  his  laudable 
scheme.  She  charged  him  with  the  cheat,  as  he  offered  his  arm 
at  the  close  of  the  set;  and  received,  for  vindication,  the  assurance 
that  he  had  mistaken  the  direction  wherein  his  deficiency  lay. 
He  was  certain  that  the  intricacies  of  a  country  dance  would 
baffle  him. 

"  If  you  would  have  evidence  of  my  veracity,  and  are  not  timid 
about  being  laughed  at  for  the  stupidity  of  your  partner,  try  the 
next  with  me.    I  engage  that  you  shall  be  convinced." 
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"Not  the  next.  Your  sister's  guests  will  have'caiise  to  com- 
plain of  mj  monopoliang^  joor  attentions.  Let  me  see  I  I  am 
free  for  the  sixth  set.    Will  yon  hare  that,  instead  V 

He  took  her  tablet  and  wrote  down  his  name. 

"  Now/'  she  said,  "  I  wiU  go  and  sit  down  by  Mrs.  Holt  and 
rest,  daring  this  dance.  Mamma  does  not  like  me  to  keep  the 
floor  too  long  at  a  time,  so  I  always  reserre  'rests'  in  my  list  of 
engagements.'' 

"  You  do  not  seem  to  be  fatigued." 

''  I  am  not.  Mamma  say^  that  it  is  hardly  kind  or  ciyil,  in  a 
large  company,  for  the  same  person  to  dance*  eiery  consecutive 
set,  while  there  are  others  excluded  from  the  amusement  by  wont 

of  room." 

^'  Select  a  partner  for  me — will  you  not  V'  asked  Mr.  Argyle. 
It  had  just  occurred  to  him  that  she  might  be  the  subject  of 
invidious  remark  if  he  danced  with  no  on^else,  and  wliat  her  plea 
for  his  sister's  guests  could  not  effect  was  done  through  considera- 
tion for  her.    She  refused,  laughingly,  supposing  him  to  be  in  jest, 
onto  conyinced,  by  his  positive  manner,  of  his  indifference  to  the 
various  representatives  of  the  gentler  sex  present.    As  many 
married,  as  single  ladies  danced,  and  the  same  rule  applied  to 
gentlemen.    Mr.  Moreau  was  the  most  active  Terpsichorean  on 
the  floor  ;  Mr.  Carrington's  adipose  tendency  warned  him  not  to 
attempt  the  brisk  Scotch  reel ;  but  he  omitted  no  other  chance 
of  enjoying  himself  in  this  manner,  and  displayed  excellent  taste 
in  his  choice  of  pretty  partners.    His  wife  was  in  full  dress — 
rather  juvenile  for  her  matronly  pretensions,  but  she  had  been  in- 
Tited  to  leave  her  seat  only  once,  in  the  four  dances  which  had  al- 
ready been  performed.  She  appeared  dull — ^low-epirited — thought 
Katberine's  kind  heart,  and  she  pointed  out  to  Malcolm,  where 
she  sat,  by  Jessie,  whose  eyes  and  thoughts  were  all  for  the  par- 
ticipants in  the  exercise  from  which  her  ill-health  debarred  her. 
"  Most  of  the  younger  ladies  appear  to  be  provided  with  parl- 

11 
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n«rt ;  bat  perhaps  Mn.  CarriDgton  iKronld  like  to  dance.  She 
seemed  Ibnd  of  the  pastime,  I  thought.  She  stood  next  to  me 
in  one  set." 

Malookn  started^  and  bent  a  searching  look  npon  her  ;  then,  a» 
sored  by  her  ingennons  countenance,  that  there  vas  no  covert  sig- 
nifleance  in  her  selection,  he  obeyed  her  hint.  Marcia  crimsoned 
painfully  at  his  invitation,  and  arising,  gave  him  her  hand  with- 
out a  word.  Untrammelled  by  one  remaining  fetter  of  the  chaina 
he  had  once  worn,  he  pitied  her,  in  the  calmer,  happier  mood, 
whose  dawning  was,  to  him,  li^e  the  commencement  of  another 
life,  and  he  endeavMed  to  dispel  her  discomfort.  Conscious,  all 
the  while,  that  he  was  ddag  a  thing  he  would  ridicule  on  the 
morrow,  and  even  while  he  did  it,  quarrelling  with  the  motives 
that  pot  him  to  this  useless  trouble,  he  chatted  fluently  and  pleas- 
antly of  mutoal  acquaintances ;  items  of  neighborhood  news,  and 
other  topics  likely  to  interest  her.  His  charitable  labor  ended  by 
the  close  of  the  set,  he  reconducted  Mrs.  Carrington  to  hcf  chair  ; 
talked  a  little  to  her  and  to  hia  sister,  and  committed  himself  to 
the  crowd,  that  in  doe  season,  cast  him  at  Miss  Rasbleigh's  feet. 

Mrs.  Rashleigh  had  traversed  the  rooms  once ;  submitted  to 
conntless  introductions  ;  been  gazed  at  by  everybody — ^while  her 
prond,  still  face  gave  no  sign  that  she  took  particular  heed  ofany 
person  or  thing  there. 

''Are  you  not  weary,  my  dear  madam?"  interrogated  the 
anxious  hostess. 

''  I  am  slightly  fatigued  I"  she  rejoined. 

'^  Then,  let  me  entreat  you  to  take  this  chair.  I  hid  it  in  the 
recess  on  purpose  that  you  might  not  want  for  a  resting-place." 

"  You  are  very  thoughtful,  madam  I"  said  the  gratified  Colonel. 
"  Mrs.  Rashleigh  is  greatly  obliged  to  you." 

Mrs.  Rashleigh  confirmed  his  statement  by  a  bow,  and  took  the 
designated  seat.  The  two  windows,  at  this  eud  of  the  rooiii,  wcro 
in  deep  embrasures^  formed  on  one  side,  by  the  jutting  fireplib*i^. 
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^aud,  hj  the  wall,  on  the  other.  Both  recesses  were  profosely 
ornamented,  as  were  the  rest  of  the  doors  and  windows,  with  green 
bonghs  and  flowers,  so  that  when  Mrs.  Kashleigh  entered'  the 
retreat  prepared  for  her,  sl^  was  in  a  leafy  alcove,  whose  hang- 
ings screened  her  from  the  notice  of  the  throng,  without  obetmct- 
ing  her.Tiew  of  the  revellers.  The  Colonel^  satisfied  that  she  was 
established  in  the  ease  and  sednsion  she  loved,  willingly  acceded 
to  her  proposition  that  he  should  mingle,  and  make  acquaintance 
iTnth  his  neighbors.  And,  ccmspicoous  amidst  the  moving  forms, 
the  lady  descried  frequently,  bis  portly  fguie,  like  a  royal  eeventy- 
four,  with  1^  king's  colors  flying  at  the  masthead,  cleaving  the 
van-colored  billows  that  heaved  against  him  on  every  side,  with- 
out altering  his  steady  course.  ^  .      . 

Two  gentlemen  separated  themselves  from  the  denser  mass  of 
the  crowd,  and-  drew  near  the  shaded  window.  They  were  Mr. 
M<)reau  and  a  younger  man,  not  m<»rfrthan.eight-and-twenty,  pert 
in  physiognomy,  consequential  in  bearing  and  foppish  in  dress. 
He  smiled  incessantly  and  talked  rapidly.        # 

**  And  just  as  fortune  is  beaming  upon  you,  at  last^  you  tum 
saint  1"  were  the  first  words  Mrs.  Rashleigh  overheard. 

"  You  have  sharper  sight  than  mine,  if  yon  can  see  any  light,'' 
rejoined  Mr.  McHreau,  discontentedly.  "The  sky  is  as  U^k  i^i 
ink  to  me." 

"  Nonsense,  man.  What  more  would  you  have  7  A  rich  uncle 
drops  down  out  of  the  clouds  at  your  door,  with  more  money  than 
he  can  possibly  dispose  of,  and  recognizes  you  as  the  male  heir  of 
bis  line.  A  rich  brother-in-law  opens  his  heart  and  purse,  in  the 
koar  of  need,  and  pays  up  to  the  last  farthing,  the  debt  that  you 
swore  would  ruin  you,  and  neither  wife  nor  the  world  is  any  the 
wiser  for  your  temporary  difficulty.  You  are  unreasonable ! 
With  a  brace  of  such  backers,  you  may  dive  in  more  boldly  than 
before.'^ 

Mr.  Moreau  shrugged  his  shoulders. 
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"  I  tell  joa,  SancFofb,  I  have  had  a  fright  that  will  last  mo  a 
life-time,  I  hope.    I  only  pray  that  I  may  be  safely  over  it." 

''  Oh,  if  you  have  taken  to  prayix^,  I  have  done  I  *  The  de'il 
gat  sick,  and  he  a  saint  wad  be  1'  I  shall  represent  your  cbse  at 
oar  next  clab  meeting:." 

In  common  with  most  other  men  of  weak  minds  and  principles, 
Moreau  was  nervously  sensitive  to  ridicole.  He  laughed,  in  a 
silly  way  :  "  It  behooves  every  prudent  man  to  look  to  the 
future,"  he  said,  confidentially.  "  Ton  set  a  right  estimate  upon 
the  value  of  my  uncle's  purse  and  countenance.  Let  me  whisper 
tio  you,  my  boy,  that  if  he  had  an  inkling  of  the  proceedings  in 
your  office-loft,  on  court-days  and  between  times,  he  would  put 
me  out  of  his  house  and  will  forever.  He  is  crazy  on  this  subject. 
It  would  appear  that  this  little  weakness  of  mine  is  a  legacy  from 
some  dead  and^gone  uncle,  who  blew  his  brains  out,  after  a  night 
of  unlucky  play.  His  brother  detests  the  sight  of  a  card.  You 
must  have  observed  that  there  are  no  whist-tables  here,  to*night. 
The  old  Israelites  never  swept  the  house  of  leaven  more  anxiously 
than  did  my  wife  our  premises  of  cards,  the  day  she  was  instructed 
with  regard  to  this  foible  of  our  venerated  relative.  I  must  be 
circumspect.  As  to  Argyle— that  door  is  barred,  bolted,  locked 
and  the  key  thrown  away  I  I  stretched  my  conscience  to  the 
utmost  in  the  manufEUSture  of  the  story  that  got  me  that  cheque, 
and,  I  am  afraid,  his  credulity  into  the  bargain.  Then,  he  holds 
my  bond  " 

•"  Pshaw  1  he  won't  press  you  for  payment." 

**  Maybe  not ;  but  the  thought  that  I  am  in  his  power, 
nttties  me.  He  has  a  keen  eye  of  his  own,  that  goes  through  a 
Mow  like  a  knife.  Good  gracious  1"  Another  shrug.  "No, 
no  t  I  can  squeeze  no  more  blood  out  of  that  turnip  1" 

"Yery  well.  You  are  the  best  judge  of  your  affairs, 
and  what  is  the  safest  course  for  you  to  pursue.  Only,  th« 
fellows  will  be  disappointed  when  we  come  up  minus  a  hand. 
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I  mast  look  about  for  a  stibstitate;    What  a  lovely  girl  your 
cousin  is  I" 

A  restless  movement  of  the  unseen  Hstener  would  have  betrayed 
her  proximity^  but  for  the  music,  which  struck  up  a  lively  strain 
at  the  moment.  Dhe  conclusioh  oT  the  remark  and  2iir.  Moreau's 
reply  were  rendered  ibaudlMe  by  the  same  cause.  Mrs.  Rashleigh 
judged  them  to  have  been  a  request  for  an  introduction  to  her 
duighter,  and  an  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the  host,  since  they 
proceeded  directly  toward  Catherine. . 

Thus,  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  Malcolm  sought  the  spot 
where  he  had  left  Katherine,  in  the  chaperonage  of  Mrs.  Holt,  he 
beheld  SancrOft,  jr.,  playing  the  fascinating  at  her  other  ear.  A 
dark  flush  crossed  the  face,  until  now  open  and  genial.  For  one 
second,  he  was  rooted  to  the  floor  with  indignation  ;  for  two 
more,  he  meditated  foileiting  his  engagement  and  retiriijg  from 
the  house  that  afforded  shelter  .to  one  he  loathed  as  the  basest  of 
noxious  things  ;  then  he  went  forward  and  reminded  Miss  Rash- 
leigh  of  her  promise  for  the  following  diet. 
A  lady  passed  in  between  them,  as  he  was  about  to  take  her  out. 
"  Mamma  I"  said  Katherine,  in  surprise.  "  Are  you  alone  ? 
Will  you  have  a  seat  ?    Here  is  mme  1"  springing  up. 

Her  mother  took  it.  "  Thank  you  1  Before  you  dance,  let 
Mrs.  Holt  loop  up  your  sleeve.  You  have  lost  a  knot  of  ribbon, 
I  see.'' 

The  gentlemen  instmctively  looked  about  under  their  feet  for 
the  missing  article,  and  as  Mrs.  Holt  ac^usted  the  gauze  puffings, 
Mrs-  Rashleigh  said,  in  an  impressive  undertone — "  If  Mr.  San- 
croft  asks  you  to  dance,  refer  him  to  me." 

The  order  was  just  uttered,  when  the  anticipated  formula  was 
conveyed  iu  Mr.  Sancroft's  blandest  tones  and  choicest  phrase- 
ology. Katherine  blushed  with  bewilderment  and  fear  of  giving 
offence  to  the  " friend"  of  her  cousin,  for  such  were  the  terms  of 
liis  presentation. 
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**  Mamma,"  8lie  Btammered,  imploringly. 

''  I  object  to  her  taking  tbe  floor  again,  sir,  except  to  fulfill 
engagements  already  formed." 

There  was  no  appeal  from  a  sentence,  so  coldly. and. firmly 
spoken.  Mr.  Sancrofb  bowed,  profoundly,  to  hid^  hi^' vexation; 
Mr.  Argyle,  respectfully,  wjtb  an  uticdnsciou^  show  of  Qjllf is&clipny 
and  they  Went  their  different  .ways.      .     . 

"  Was  her  refusal  a  whim  or  oyer-prudonce  for  her  daughter's 
health,  oc  can  she  suspect  Sancroffs  real  character  ?"  wondered 
Malcolm.  **  I  did  not  Bniq>08e  thai  she  could  dissipate  my  unfa- 
vorable judgment  of  herself  with,  so  brief  a  remark.  The  pre- 
sumptuous rascal  P'  He  ground  his  teeth.  ''  Not  if  I  can  help 
it  I"  was  the  exclamation  they  hindered  fr<HQ  the  hearing  of  those 
about  hinL 

Katharine  caught  the  ireful  gleam,  .and  engaged  herself  in 
speculationa  as  to  4ier  mother's  prohibition,  she  imagined  that  he 
must  be  pondering  upon  the  same* 

"  Tou  must  not  think  mamma  unreasonably  strict,"  she  said^ 
timidly.  ''  She  means  everything  for  my  good.  And,  if  she 
does  seem  too  particular  about  the  health  that  never  varies  from 
itfi  original  sound  state,  she  may  be  pardoned,  for  she  has  only  me 
to  care  for.'' 

'*  She  is  judicioun  Bo  not  fancy  that  I  question  the  wisdom 
of  her  restriction  just  now.    No  gerUkman  would." 

^'  Do  you  imply  that  Mr.  Sancroft  may  feel  slighted  t"  inquired 
Katherine,  quickly. 

**  I  imply  nothing.  Rest  assured  that  he  has  no  right  to  take 
umbrage  at  the  conduct  of  your  mother  or  yourself,  and  dismiss 
the  subject.    You  arc  an  only  child,  then  ?" 

"Yes.  I  have  never  had  either  sister  or  brother !"  she 
sighed. 

"  And  you  long  fbr  them,  do  you  ?" 

"  Certainly.     How  can  \  help  it  ?    When  1  was  a  child  I 
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often  wept  eBYioosl j  at  the .  happiness  of  my  playfellows,  who 
were  gathered  into  families,  while  I  was  all  alone.'^ 
.  "  Had  jou' been  .situated  like  them  jonr  lot  might  have  been 
less  hai^y  than,  it  ib  now.  Be"  conteht  with  the  isolation  that 
excludes  bickerings  and  jealoosies  and  fends,  the  most  deadly  that 
rdge  npori  earth.'* 

'**  Yon  shod^  me.    Can  yon  mean  that  these  spnng  np  between 
brother  and  brother  ?**   . 

''  And  between  sisters  and  .brothers.  If  there  be  nnqnenchable 
fire  in  this  life,  it  is  the  fiame  of  family  dissension ;  the  fierce 
seerchings  of  love  changed  to  hatred.  There  are  no  ontward  pro- 
prieties to  be  overleaped  ;  no  forms  of  .ceremonious  approach  to 
tear,  away,-  before  members  of  the  same-  household  can  grapple  in 
combat ;  and  if  these  are  compelled  afterward  to  abide  together, 
the  continual  friction  of  angry  passions,  the  frequent  clashings  of 
interests  and  opinions,  perpetuate  the  warfare.'' 
.  "  Your  picture  is  a  dark  one  I  If  I  had  a  sister  I  should  not 
quarrel  with  her.  That  terrible  *if  I'  How  grievously  it  inter- 
fered with  my  childish  dreams  of  how  my  twin-sister  and  I  would 
talk,  play,  study  and  love  tc^ther  1  No  one  suspected  my  folly  ; 
yet  half  of  my  wardrobe  was  allotted  to  her  ;  our  baby-house  was 
common  property,  and  three,  of  the  six  shelves  in  the  nursery  book- 
case belonged  to  her.  I  actually  almost  deluded  myself  into  the 
belief  that  she  was  a  living  personage.  'Bessie  is  out  walking  V 
I  would  say  to  myself,  when  I  was  alone  in  the  play-room.  And, 
as  the  time  wore  on,  I  amused  myself  and  fed.  my  heart  by  think- 
ing bow  she  wotdd  dance  into  the  room,  dressed  in  such  and 
such  a  manner,  and  shout  gaily  as  I  ran  up  to  kiss  her.  The 
shout  and  the  kiss  have  never  come  I  and  I  have  out^own  such 
vivid  day-dreams  ;  yet  I  am  neither  too  old  nor  too  wise  to  cease 
wishing  that  Bessie  were  with  me  in  every  pleasure  or  sorrow." 

"  Why  did  you  call  her  Bessy  ?" 

"  I  liked  the  name.    I  picked  it  up  somewhere  in  my  infancy. 
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Mrs.  Holt  sajs  that  I  probably  had  a  nurse  who  was  called  so, 
and  who  abbreviated  Katherine  into  '  Kitty/  which'  neither  papa 
nor  mamma  will  allow  now.  I  am  nmch  attached  to  both  names. 
What  is  the  mattei;,  Mr.  Argyle  V*  ^ 

"  Were  you  bom  in  England  f"  demanded  he,  controlling  him- 
self. 

"  I  wafr^in  Devonshire.    Why  do  youTisk  1^ 

"I  am  a  fitfuT,  fanciful  creature/'  he  answered,  hiding  his 
chagrin  by  a  laugh.  "  I  once  knew  a  Bessy 'and  a  Kitty,  whom 
I  loved  very  dearly,  but  whom  I  lost  years  ago.  I  was  struck 
by  the  sunilarity  of  our  taste  for  names.  I  have  visited  Devon- 
shire/' 

''  Which  I  have  never  done  since  I  was  a  babe,  at  which  time 
papa  removed  from  the  country." 

"I  was  therein  1800." 

"  We  were  in  Paris  then,  I  imagine,  for  we  s})ent  several  years 
abroad  about  that  tune.  I  have  still  the  French  primer  in  which 
I  studied,  with  an  inscription  of  my  composition  scrawled  in  great 
letters  on  the  fly-leaf:  *  Katherine  RashUigh,  Anglaise^  Paris^ 
Mai  dixime,  1802.'  You  perceive  that  I  vaunted  my  nationality 
at  that  tender  age."  .  . 

''  Yet  your  patriotism  should  be  of  the  most  liberal  kind.  Bom 
in  England,  partly  educated  in  France,  and  now  a  resident  of 
America  I  For  your  years  you  are  the  most  thorough  cosmo- 
politan I  ever  saw.'' 

''  Young  trees  bear  trasplanting  best,"  she  replied,  in  as  light 
a  strain.    "  Is  not  that  Mr.  Sancrofb  taUdng  with  papa  ?" 

"  It  is." 

"  He  is  not  mortally  oflfended,  then." 

Her  partner  was  not  very  far  from  this  point,  however.  The 
Colonel,  like  a  peaceably-disposed  bull-dog,  eyed,  over  his  double 
chin,  the  sleek  puppy  that  barked  for  his  entertainment ;  how 
fawningly,  Malcolm  well  knew,  and  would,  at  that  moment,  have 
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relinqaidied  a  quarter  of  his  estate  for  the  privilege  of  lifting  him, 
bj  the  nape  of  the  neck,  to  the  nearest  window,  and  dropping  him 
out. 

And,  embosoming  these  varied  and  momentous  emotions ; 
these  plots  and  counterplots ;  these  memories  and  hopes,  the 
laughing,  talking  crowd  rolled  back  and  forth,  as  rocks  the.  sum- 
mer sea,  with  its  treasures  of  beauty  and  secrets  of  woe  and 
terror,  hidden  under  the  sportsome  wave. 


250  H  ■  M  B  B  I  8  . 


-     CHAPTER  XVJEU 

•    •  •  •  • 

"  Where  are  joa  going  so  early,  mamma  f"  inqwred  Katherine, 
one  morning  at  tke  breakfast-table.  ^*  I  saw  them  getting  the 
carriage  out  before  I  came  downstairs.'^         ^ 

*'  Your  father  intends  using  it,  not  I/'  replied  Mrs.  Bpashleigh. 

"  It  is  court-day,"  said  the  Colonel. 

"That  thresome  comirday f '  uttered  Katherine,  impatiently. 
"  It  seeQis  to  me  that  it  comes  round  erery  week  instead  of  once 
a  month.  What  do  they  do  there,  papa  ?  Is  it  anything  like 
the  assizes  in  England  ?  And  do  the  proceedings  really  interest 
you  ?" 

**  My  dear  I  one  question  at  a  time  I"  gently  rebuked  Mrs. 
Holt. 

"  Well,  then,  papa,  why  does  eyery  man  and  boy  in  the  county 
attend  court  every  month  ?" 

**  These  •  conrt-dayB '  are  to  me  -a  re-mar-ka-ble  and  interesting 
feature  in  the  society  and  government  of  this  State,"  said  Colonel 
Kashleigh,  addressing  himself  to  the  round  of  cold  beef  in  front 
of  him,  and  suspending  the  business  of  breakfast,  that  he  might 
properly  elucidate  the  subject.  "A  large  concourse  of  people 
of  all  grades  of  social  distinction,  wealth  and  professions — as  you, 
my  daughter,  weU  ohserre,  old  and  young ;  the  middle-aged  and 
the  child  repair  thither,  with  a  regularity  and  promptness  that 
show  how  they  prize  these  occasions.  Not  only  the  court-house 
itself — an  insignificant  building,  allow  me  to  remark."  The  beef 
making  no  objection,  he  resumed,  after  a  pause :  "  I  am   iaily 
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more  and  more  disfdeased  with  the  crade  and  low  state,  of  arcM- 
tectare  prevalent  among  this  popolation.  The  building  is  incomr 
modions — ^positiyely  mean  I"  p&n^ng  again,  with  hiis  condemnatory 
nod.  "  Entirely  nnsnitable  for  the  purpose  to  which  it  is  .dedi- 
cated. It  is  crowded  to-  excess,  and  upon  the  inclosed  green 
surrounding  it,  the  press  is  equally  great.  It  is  a  phenomenon  in 
social  and  dvil  life^-a  re-mar-ka-ble  thing  1^' 

■'*  But  .what  d<y  all  these  people  go  there-  for,  sk  ?"  persisted  the 
laughing  Katherine,  seeing  that  he  belieyed  that  he  had  disposed 
of  her  query.  **  There  must  be  a  yast  amount  of  litigation  in  this 
free  and  happy  Union,  if  legal  business  is  the  great  attraction." 

The  Colonel  looked  surprised  at  the  rdteration.  He  could  not 
chide  her  ;  yet  he  would  have  been  "  displeased  "  with  such  slow- 
ness of  apprehension  in  any  other  person* 

"  I  thought  I  had  explained  to  you,  my  child,  that  there  were^ 
trasactions  of  many  kinds  carried  on  in  these  assemblages^  They 
assume  different  phases  at  different  times  ;  political,  commercial, 
'litigious  and  friendly.  In  Great  Britain  they  hare  no  popular 
gatherings  that  correspbnd-witb  these  in  frequency  and  enthusiasm. 
My  dear,  my  coffee  is  cold  I  May  I  trouble  you  for  another  cup  ? 
The  carriage  is  ready,  did  you  say,  Thomas?  Very  well, 
Thomas  I" 

Not  even  the  indulged  child  was  to  interrogate  him  further. 
He  buttoned  up  his  surtout,  hot  as  was  the  day  *  grasped  his 
thick,  gold-headed  cane,  and  marched  off  to  the  coach-and-four  in 
waiting  for  him. 

**  Mrs.  Holt  1"  said  Katherine,  with  a  mixture  of  archness  and 
perplexity.     "  'H.ave^you  any  idea  what  these  courtdays  are  V 

"  My  impression  is,  my  dear  Miss  Bashlelgh — derived  from 
Colonel  Rashleigh's  graphic  description — ^that  they  are  a  species 
of  minor  Assizes." 

"  Combining  the  several  characters  of  the  English  hustings,  the 
Irish  fairs  and  the  Scottish  family  trysts  I"  subjoined  her  pupil. 
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She  wouM  have  been  iocredolo.os  had  ^e  been  told  how  true 
to  the  life,  was  the  pictoro  she  meant  to  be  a  caricatore. 

The  small  Tillage  was  bat  little  larger  than  it  had  been  twelve 
years  before,  and  to-day  was  swallowed  np  by  the  crowd  of  men, 
yehicles  and  cattle.  Droyes  of  sheep,  oxen  and  mules  rent  the 
air  with  discord,  and  wandered  bUndly,  in  their  fright,  into  by- 
lanes  and  house-yards — eyerywhere  except  in  the  appointed  way, 
which  was  to  make  for  themselyes  a  passage  through  the  liying 
sea,  surging  in  the  crooked  road,  yclept,  by  courtesy,  a  street.  Tor 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  along  each  approach  to  the  village,  horses 
were  picketed  in  the  comers  of  the  fences  or  tied  to  the  trees, 
many  of  them  with  a  basket  or  a  loose  heap  of  provender  placed 
before  them,  that  they  might  consult  their  own  convenience  as  to 
dinner-time.  Vehicles  of  every  pattern  under  the  sun,  from  the 
two>wheeled  "  tumbler  cart,"  with  its  shake  down  of  straw  in  the 
bottom,  to  the  massive,  handsome  chariot  from  Briarwood,  jolted 
and  rolled  over  the  highway. 

Colonel  Kashleigh  never  designed  to  make  an  ofifensive  show 
of  personal  importance.  The  idea,  that,  by  following  out  the 
dictates  of  a  pompous  taste,  and  continuing  in  his  present  loca- 
tion, the  state  and  circumstance  he  had  been  accustomed  to  prao^ 
tise  at  home,  he  might  offend,  instead  of  render  respectful  his 
republican  neighbors,  would  have  appeared  preposterous  to  him. 
He  had  been  the  great  man  of  a  retired  country  district  in  Eng- 
land, and  without  debating  -the  case,  either  with  himself  or  with 
others,  who  might  have  bestowed  a  salutary  caution,  he  counted 
confidently  upon  taking  the  like  stand  here.  So,  as  his  blooded 
leaders  tossed  their  heads  and  champed  the  bit,  that  restrained 
their  high  st^p  to  a  slow  walk,  through  the  biocked-up  thorough- 
fare,  he  sat,  serene  in  self-consequence,  surveying,  with  the  interest 
of  a  philosopher,  the  "  social  phenomenon,"  that  had  constituted 
the  theme  of  his  breakfast-harangue — ^feeling  the  angry  and  jeal- 
ous glances  shot  at  him,  from  time  to  time,  about  as  much  as  a 
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rhinoceros  would  arrows  from  a  child's  bow,  as  they  rattled 
against -his  hide. 

Alighting,  with  the  assistance  of  his  footman,  npon  the  wooden 
steps  o(  the  tavern,  he  was  met  by  bis  nephew,  and  the  yonnger 
Bancroft. 

m 

"  I  have  been  on  the  watch  for  yon,  this  honr/'  said  the  former. 
**  Poth  spellers  are  here,  and  as  yon  perceive,  so  are  the  hearers." 

''  A  remarkable  speetade,  indeed  I"  observed  the  Colonel,  help- 
ing himself  to  a  pinch  of  snoff,  as  he  overlooked  the  agitated 
human  stream  roshing  and  roaring  toward  the  oonrtrgreen. 
"This  is  a  very  demonstrative— I  should  say,  a  remarkably  exci- 
table population,  Mr.  Saneroft.  One  wcjuld  imagine  that  there 
was  some  unusual  event  in  prospecV 

"  Why,  my  dear  sir !"  exclaimed  Mr.  Moreau.  **  Have  you 
forgotten  that  we  are  to  be  addressed  to^ay  by  the  candidates 
for  this  congressibnal  distnct-?" 

"I  rem^nber  perfectly,"  answered  the  Colonel,  J;i^ing  the 
gold  lid  with  a  coolness  that  irritated  the  heated  spirit  of  his 
4iephew  ahttost  beyond  control.  "  But  I.had  supposed  that  elec- 
tions were  very  orderly  scenes  in  the  United  Colonies — ^I  would 
say.  States." 

"  They  may  be  generally,  but  there  are  immense  issues  at  stake 
now,  su*,^  replied  the  smiling  Saneroft.  "  If  you  will  trust  your- 
self to  my  guidance,  I  will  endeavor  to  place  you  in  a  position 
where  you  can  form  your  own  judgment  as  to  our  native  orators. 
I  do  not  promise  yM  the  finished  eloquence  of  your  British  parlia- 
ment— neither  a  Chatham  nor  a  Fox — bnt  you  will  bear  in  mind, 
if  you  please,  that  we  are  yet  in  our  infancy." 

He  fastened  himself  to  one  aim  of  the  Colonel ;  and  Moreau 
took  the  other,  and  by  pushing  and  sidling,  undertook  to  tow  him 
through  the  breakers.  Very  unaccommodating  breakers  they 
were  I  In  spite  of  his  protectors'  efforts,  more  than  one  democra- 
tic elbow  was  jerked  into  the  Colonel's  back  and  chest,  with  a 
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concussion  that  made  him  grasp  and  gurgle,  and  deepened  his 
florid  complexion  to  porple ;  more  than  one  hob-naikd  heel  left 
its  imprint  upon  his  goutj  foot.  .Finally,  he  was  intrenched  from 
such  assaults,  in  an  angle,  formed  bj  the  coort-honse  steps  with 
the  wall,  and  his  pilots,  perspiring  and  breathless,  took  off  theii: 
hats  to  wipe  their  streaming  brows. 

**  How  do  you  feel,  nnele  V^  inquired  Mr.  Morea^. 

!' As  well  as  I  can  feel,  after  the  ordeal  I.  hare  sastained,''> 
replied  the  Colonel,  in  .offended  dignity. 

He  would  have  added  some  strictures  upon  his  initiative  ezperi- 
eoee  in  republican  udage ;  but  was  preyented  by  a  vociferous 
cheer,  that  arose  from  the  throng  as  from  the  throat  of  one  man. 
Obeying  the  direction  of  all  eyes,  Ck)lonel  Bashleigh  shifted  his 
position  to  gain  a  view  of  the  iq)per  step  against  which  he  had 
been  leaning,  and  beheld,  almost  within  arm's  length  of  him,  one 
of  the  rival  speakers  of  the  day. 

He  was  a  man  in  the  prime -of  life,  with  a  steady,  far-seeing 
eye,  and  a  countenance  as  resolute  as  his  mien  waa  courteous. 
The  distinguished  leader  of  the  party  he  represented,  and  rendered 
fearless  by  past  successes,  he  was  yet  to  fight  to-day,  upon  an 
untried  field ;  to  couch  lance  against  an  adversary,  than  whom 
the  country  held  none  more  formidable  ;  one  who,  dashing  like  a 
comet  into  the  pditical  firmament,  had  caused  congresses  and 
administrations  to  quail  at  his  terrific  splendor  ;  who  swayed  the 
hearts  and  opinions  of  audiences  with  a  single  sweep  of  his  finger; 
the  hitherto  invincible  conqueror  of  every  opponent  who  had  the 
daring  or  presumption  to  meet  him  in  the  district  he  arrogated  as 
his  peculiar  dominion..  Whatever,  at  this  remote  period,  may  be 
thought  of  the  justice  of  his  cause,  the  courage  of  the  maa.  who 
now  stood  gallantly  forth  to  battle  with  the  Achilles,  deserves 
our  honorable  mention. 

His  exordium  waa. studiedly  dispassionate.  JS.e  sketched,  ^ith 
a  free,  bold  touch,  the  main  outlines  of  the  history  of  colonial 
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wrongs  under  foreign  oppression';  the  rerolt ;  the  declaration  of 
independence,  and  the  straggle  that  secured  it ;  .the  treacherous 
peace  on  the  side  of  the  mother-country,  and.  the  confiding  trust 
of  the  emancipated  daughter ;  -the  tricks,  the  subterfuges,  the 
orert  and  nnatoned-for  outrages  ^f  which  the  stronger  nation 
stood  conyicted ;  the  stagnation  of  cfsmsuerc^y  the  stint  in  money 
and  the  yeiy  necessaries  of  life,  to  which  the  people  of  the  still 
feebla  republic  had  been  subjected  by  the  odious  policy,  of  her 
ancient  enemy.  He  painted  her  a  crafty,  bloated  spider,  watch- 
ing her  unwary  prey;  weaTing  here  a  line— casting  ther^  a  noose 
—biding,  with  gloating  eyes,  the  .season  when,  exhausted  and 
paralyzed,,  the  victim  should  be  hers,  without  a  hope  of  release. 

He  was  warming  with  his  theme,  and  his  audiencid  heard  him 
with  tightening  l>reath  and  clenching  fists.  *  37  &  skillful  transi- 
tion, he  brought  before  them,  in.  glowipg  contrast,  the  different 
course  of  another  government ;  the  France,  which  had.  lighted  the 
torch  of  liberty  at  the  altar  of  the  western  world ;  the  blood  of 
whose  nobles  had  dyed  the  battle-fields  of  our  own  land;  the  nation 
whose  hail  of  "  God  ^peed  F  had  not,  from  the  inoment  she 
heard  the  cry  of  our  fainting  armies,  ceased  to  sound  across  the 
waters  that  s^Nirated  her  shores  from  ours.  He  reminded  them 
that  the  wonderful  man,  who  now  held  the  balance  of  her  power, 
bore  the  same  emblem  upon  his  imperial  standard  as  that  which 
guarded  our  national  ensign,  and,  as  if  he  recognized  a  bond  of 
relationship  in  tMs  coincidence,  his  friendly  feelings  for  the  States 
had  ever  been  unequivocally  manifested.  The  banners  of  France 
had  been  draped  in  mourning  for  the  death  of  America's  deliverer, 
and  his  character  was  cherished  in  holy  esteem  by  that  people. 
Coming  down  to  the  present  day  ;  taking  up' the  immediate  ques- 
tion at  issue,  he  showed  how  France  had,  at  the  appeal  of  Ame- 
rica— ^impoverished  and  distressed  by  the  edicts  and  orders  in 
council  of  the  belligerent  powers — generously  revoked  those 
decrees  of  her  enactment,  whereby  the  neutral  commerce  of  Ihe 
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innocent  snfferer  ^as  violated  ;  then,  indignantly  opposed  to  this, 
the  stabbomncss,  the  greed,  the  mafignitj  of  Great  Britain,  in 
withholding  the  concession  for  which  many  thousands  of  her  own 
subjects  were  petitioning.  This  was  the  yirtual  point  at  stake,  he 
said — an  ignominious  and  minoos  peace,  or  conrageons  warfare 
with  the  despot)  whose  milder  yoke  their  fathers  had  torn  from 
the  necks  of  freemen.  Politicians  might  mystify  yoters  with  words 
without  meaning ;  electrify  by  flights  of  stirring  eloquence  ;  quiet 
with  false  assurances  of  peace  and  safety,  and  mislead  their  minds 
to  dweU  upon  subordinate  themes  ;  but  hert  lay  the  truth — and  in 
truth  and  soberness,  in  the  sigbt  of  Hearen,  he  had  dragged  it  to 
the  light  and  spread  it  before  them. 

He  ceased  ;  and  from  the  heart  of  the  throng  went  up  a  mad 
roar,  like  the  bellow  of  an  angry  Yesnyius. 

"  Free  trade  and  sailors'  rights  I  Free  trade  and  saHon' 
r^hts  1" 

"  Eppes  foreverl" 

"  Down  with  the  aristocrats  !"' 

"  Destruction  to  the  British  everywhere  1" 

"  Bo)>ert,  what  did  that  fellow  say  ?"  caUed  Colonel  Bashleigh, 
into  his  nephew's  ear,  and  pointing  with  a  cane  shaking  in  his  dis- 
pleasure, at  a  man  who  was  pealing  this  last  cry. 

"  Never  mind  him,  uncle  I    He  is  crazy  or  drunk.* 

"  I  am  displeased  by  his  behavior,  Robert.  It  is  highly  dis- 
respectful and  unbecoming  1" 

"  For  Heaven's  sake  I  shut  his  mouth,  or  he  will  be  mobbed!" 
said  Bancroft,  apart  to  his  friend.  "  These  creatures  are  ready 
for  anything.    They  will  never  hear  Randolph,  I  am  afraid." 

The  statesman  had  a  jnster  appreciation  of  his  influence  over 
his  former  constituents.  He  had  been  their  glory  too  long  to  be 
slighted  even  in  the  hour  when  passion  was  lashing  patriotian 
into  fury. 

The  roar  became  a  murmur — the  murmur  died  hoarsely  away 
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ihtb  sUUness,  when  he  mounted  the  rade/rostrnm,  and  stretched 
YuB  long  right  arm  toward  Heayen — ^it  might  be  to  enjoin  silence 
— ^it  seemed  an  appeal  to  the  Sapreme  Jndge  to  prove  the  sincer- 
ity of  his  address,  the  pnrity  of  his  intentions.  Tall,  and  thin  to 
attenuation  ;-  his  beardless  face  cadayerond  as  that  of  a  corpse  ; 
an  age  of  carking  cane  and  anguish  stamped  upon  featnves,  over 
which  forty  years  of  real  life  had  not  passed — he  stood  thus  for  a 
moment,  waiting  to  be  heard — ^the  supernatural  glow  in  his  deep, 
dark  eye  alone  eyinchig  the  ardor  with  which  his  mettled  spirit 
flung  itself  into  the  arena  of  conflict.  His  voice,  when  he  parted 
the  livid  lips  to  speak,  sounded  hardly  louder  than  the  sighing  of 
the  summer  air  through,  the  trees  shading  the  multitude ;  yet 
every  syllable  was  distinctly  audible  upon  the  outskirts  of  the 
throng.  Soft,.,6weet,  susceptible  to  the  slightest  variation  of 
emotion  as  a  woman's — it  rose  and  swelled  into  clarion  strength 
and  resonance  as  he  proceeded.  Some  of  his  earlier  periods,  the 
caudtic  and  inimitable  iro^y  with  which  he  assailed  his  opponent ; 
his  allusion  to  past  services  as  a  guaranty  of  future  fidelity,  were 
cheered,  by  his  adherent^  ;  but  as  he  entered  upon  the  discussion 
of  the  main  subject,  the  interest  was  too  rapt  for  noisy  demonstra- 
tion. Men  lost  all  sense  of  individuality  ;  knew  not  whether 
they  stood  or  breathed — only  that  they  saw  and  heard,  and  no 
one  looked  at  his  neighbor  to  note  the  effect  of  the  torrent  that 
carried  him  along  withersoever  the  magician  listed. 

Personal  enemies  he  had  many,  in  the  assemblage.  No  man 
of  his  day  had  more,  and  their  virulence  was  commensurate  with 
the  insults  he  had  heaped  upon  them.  Venomous,  unscrupulous 
and  irreconcilable-— these  were  traits  whose  possession  he  never 
denied,  and  which  his  eulogists  vainly  strove  to  cloak  under  the 
convenient  names  of  eccentricity  and  morbid  irritability.  But 
however  obnoxious  he  might  be  in  private  life,  the  most  bitter  foe 
there  dared  not  cast  a  stone  at  his  political  honesty.  Mistaken  he 
ipight  be ;  impetuous  and  headstrong  he  was — spurning  inter 
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ference  and  resenting  censore ;  bat,  before  decefving  others,  he 
ma$t  be  thoronghlj  deceived  hiroself.  No  glittering  pledge  of 
])rgferment,  no  threats  of  public  disgrace  or  popular  defeat,  could 
allure  oc  intimidate  .him  to  barter  or  compromise  his  princii)les. 
On  this  .occasion, 'he  knew  ftill-  well  that  his  was  the  unpopular 
side  of  the  question  then  agitating  the  country  to  its  fonndationB. 
He  saw  before  him  a  popolace,  smarting  under  private  losses  and 
prirations,  as  well  a^  national  indignities.  In  the  breasts  of' the 
young  burned  the  desire  for  vengeance  and  conquest ;  the  veins 
of  the  old  were  scarcely  cooled  after  the  hot  struggle  of4he  B  evo- 
lution ;  while  men  of  deliberative  middle  a^e  Jooked  to  the 
suggested  war  as  *a  preferable  alternative  to  the  paraly^  of  trade 
and  impure  fermentings  of  the  -mass,  in  which  such  dangerous  ele- 
ments were  working. 

Yet  be  controlled  aU;  and  the  mastery  gained — while  he  spoke, 
his  thoughts  were  theirs  ;  his  declarations  the  proclamation  of 
one  inspired  with  more  than  mortal  wisdom.  The  lungs  that 
had  raised  the  cry — "  Destruction  to  the  British  t"  heaved  with 
answering  animation  to  his  vindication  of  the  slandered  mother- 
land. The  fiery  youth  who  beheld  in  the  French  conqueror  the 
apotheosis  of  human  greatness — the  snblime  realization  of  his 
dream  of  the  self-made,  man — ^felt  his  lip  curl  sympathetically  .at 
the  withering  denunciation  of  his  hero. 

"  Why  this  unnatural  hatred  of  England  7  Strange  I  that  we 
should  have  no  objection  to  any  other  people  or  govemment,  in 
civilized  or  savage  countries — ^in  the  whole  world  I  The  great 
autocrat  of  all  the  Bnsslas  Veceives  the  homage  of  our  high 
consideration  ;  the  Dey  of  Algiers  and  his  divan  of  pirates  are 
very  civil,  good  sort  of  people,  with  whom  we  find  no  difficulty 
in  maintaining  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity;  *  Turks,  Jews  and 
infidels ;'  barbarians  and  savages  of  every  clime  and  color,  arc 
welcome  to  our  arms  ;  with  chiefs  of  banditti,  negro  or  mulatto, 
we  can  treat  and  we  can  trade.     Name,  however,  but  England, 
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and  all  oi;r  antipathic  are  up  in  arms  against  hec  Against 
whom  7  Against  those  whose  blood  ran3  in  oar  own  Telhs  ; 
in*,  common  with  whom  we  can  claim  Shakspeajre  and  'Newton 
and  Chatham  for  xmx  conntrymen  ;  whose  form  of  goTernment  is 
the  freest  on  eatth,  our  own  ^ly  es^cepted  ;  irom  whom  every 
yaloable  prindple  of  oor  own  institntions  has  been  borrowed;  onr 
whole  oiyil  and  erimlBal  jmrispmdeDoe  ]  against  our  felloto  Fro- 
testanis  I  identified  *  in  blood,  in  IfiDgaage,  .in  religion,  with  onr- 
selyes.  In  what  school  did  the  worthies  of  onr  land — the  Wasb- 
ingtons,  Henrys,  Hancocks^  Eranklins/  the  Rntledges  of  America, 
learn  these  prindples  of-dvil  liberty  which,  were  so  nobly  asserted 
by  their  wisdom  iond  valor  ?  And  American  resistance  to  Britidi 
usurpation  had  not  been  more  warmfy  cherished  by  these  good 
men  and  their  compatriots  ;  not  )nt>re  by  Washington,  Hancock 
and  Henry,  than  by  Chatham  and.  his  illostrious  associates  in  the 
British  Parliament.  And  let  it  be  remembered  that  the  heart  of 
the  British  people  was  with  ns.  .  .  .  . 
.  **  Bat  the  '  outrages  and  injaries^  of  England  I  Bred  np  in  the 
principles  of  the  BeyolntioBy  I  can  never  palliate,  moch  less 
defend  them.  I  well  remember  flying  with  my  mother  and  her 
new-bom  child,  from  Arnold  and  Phillips ;  and  they  had  been 
driven  by  Tarleton  and  other  British  Pandoors,  from  pillar  to 
post,  while  her  hnsband  was  fighting  the  battles  of  his  coontry. 
The  impression  is  indelible  on  my  memory,  and  yet  (like  my 
worthy  old  neighbor,  who  added  seven  bncfcshot  to  every  car- 
tridge,'at  the  battle  of  Gailford,  and  drew  a  fine  sight  at  his  man), 
I  most  be  content  to  be  called  a  tory  by  a  patriot  of  the  latest 
importation  I  Let  as  not  g^  rid  of  one  evil,  supposing  it  possible, 
at  the  expense  of  a  greater.  Sappose  France  in  possession  of  the 
British  naval  power,  and  to  her  the  trident  most  pass,  should 
England  be  unable  wield  it — what  would  be  your  condition? 
What  would,  be  the  sitaation  of  your  sea-ports,  and  their  sea* 
faring  inhabitants  ?    Ask  Hamburg,  ask  Lubec,  ask  Sa/vawnah. 
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When  their  priyateers  are  pent  up  in  onr  harbors  by  the  British 
ball-dogs,  when  thej  receive  «t  oar  hands  every  rite  of  hospitality, 
from  which  their  enemy  is  excluded  ;  when  they  capture,  within 
our  waters,  interdicted  to  British  armed  ships,  American  vesQcls  ; 
when  snch  is  their  deportment'  to  yon,  under  such  circumstances, 
what  could  you  expect  if  they  were  the  uncontrolled  lords  of  the 
ot^ean  ?  Had  those  privateers  at  Savannah  borne  British  com- 
missions,  or  had. American  shipments  of  cotton,  tobacco^  ashes, 
and  what  not,  to  London  and  Liverpool,  been  confiscated  and 
the  proceeds  poured  Into  the  English  exchequer,  my  life  upon  it ! 
you  would  never  hare  listened  to  any  miserable  *wire-drawn 
distiiTctions  between  'orders  and  decrees  affecting  onr  neutral 
rights '  and  '  municipal  decrees '  confiscating^  in  mass  your  whole 
property  1  Ton  would  have  had  instant  war  1  The  whole  land 
would  have  blazed  in  war  1 

"  And  shall  Republicans  become  the  instruments  of  him  who 
has  effaced  the  title  of  Attila  to  the  '  Sgouboe  of  God  V  Yet, 
eyen  Attila,  in  the  falling  fortunes  of  civilization,  had,  no  doubt, 
his  advocates,  his  tools,  hid  minions,  his  parasites,  in  the  very 
countries  that  he  overran — sons  of  that  soil  whereon  his  horse 
had  trod — where  grass  could  never  afterward  grow.  Would  that 
I  could  give  utterance  to  the  strong  detestation  which  I  feel 
toward  (above  aU  other  works  of  the  Creation)  such  characters 
as  Zingis,  Tameriane,  Kouli  Khan,  or  Bokapabte  !  My  instincts 
involuntarily  rerolt  at  their  bare  idea — malefactors  of  the  human 
race,  who  ground  down  man  to  a  mere  machine  of  their  impious 
and  bloody  ambition.  Yet,  under  the  accumulated  wrongs  and 
insults  and  robberies  of  the  last  of  these  chieftains,  are  we  not,  in 
point  of  fact,  striving  to  become  a  party  to  his  views — ^a  partner 
in  his  wars  ?  Is  it  so,  then,  that  the  last  Republic  of  the  earth 
mast  enlist  under  the  banners  of  the  tyrant  ?  Must  the  blood  of 
American  firemnen  flow  to  cement  his  power — to  aid  in  stifling  the 
lafit*  struggles  of  afficted  and  persecuted  man — ^to  deliver  up  into 
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hna  hands  the  patriots  of  Spain  and  Portogal — ^to  establish  his 
empire  over  the  ocean,  and  orer  the  land  that  gave  our  fathers 
birth — to  forge  onr  own  chains  I 

"  And  yet,  my  Mends,  we  are  told,  as  we  were  told,  in  the 
days  of  Mr.  Adams,  Uhe  finger  of  Heaven  points  io  war  P 
Yes  !  the  finger  of  *  Heaven  does  point  to  war  1  It  points  to 
war,  as  it  points  to  the  mansions  of  eternal  misery  and  tortnre  i 
as  a  flaming  beacon,  warning  as  of  that  vortex  which  we  may 
not.  approadi,  bnt  with  certdn  destmction.  It  points  to  deso- 
lated Eorope,  and  warns  .ns  of  the  chastisement  of  those 
nations  who  have  offended  against  the  justice,  and  almost 
beyond  the  mercy  of  Heaven.  It  announces  the  wrath'  to  come 
npon  those,  who,  nngratefol  for  the  bounty  of  Providence,  not 
Si^tisfied  with  the  peace,  secority  and  plenty  at  home,  fly,  as 
it  were,  into  the  face  of  the  Most  High,  and  tempt  His  for- 
bearance I" 

For  two  hours,  not  a  man  stirred  from  his  place,  or  raised 
hand  or  voice  to  interrupt  the  fiery  torrent  that  broke  over  the 
multitude,  with  the  might  and  furyxf  a  mountain  flood.    The 
. thrilling  tones  ceased  to  be  heard;  the  weird-like  visage  no  lon- 
ger  flashed   its  lightnings   among  them ;   the  shadowy  form 
swayed  no  more  in  their  sight,  at  the  will  of  the  potent  spirit 
within  it,  and  instead  of  the  clamorous  outburst  that  had  marked 
the  dose  of  his  opponent's  peroration,  there  was  a  deep-drawn 
sigh,  from  a  thousand  bosoms,  such  as  men  heave  when  the  rum- 
ble, the  shaking  and  the  crash  of  the  earthquake  have  passed, 
afid  they  wonder  at  the  life  it  has  spared  to  them. 

"  A  remarkable  speaker  !"  said  Colonel  Bashleigh,  regaining 
bis  breath  with  a  stertorous  effort.  "  I  should  like  to  make  his 
acquaintance.  A  man  of  sound  views  and  re-mar-karble  endow- 
ments I  If  perfectly  agreabie  to  him  and  to  yourself,  Robert,  I 
shoU  be  pleased,  if  you  can  introduce  me,  in  the  cottrse  of  the 
ijay.      As  a  Briton,  I  desire  to  express  my  approval  of  his  senti- 
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ments  with  regard  to  that  oonntry,  Hkewise  of  Hie  mafiterlj^-  gtyle 
in  which  he  exposed  and  condemned  the  intrigues  and  outrages 
of  that  low-bom  upstart,  who  calls  himself  the  Freneh 
Emperor." 

The  idea  of  the  Colonel's  contemplated  patronage  of  the 
haughtj  and  sarcastic  Randolph,  was  too  much  for  Sancroft's 
tisibles.  He  fell  into  the  rear  to  indulge  his  merriment,  while 
Moreau  could  not  refrain  from  smiling. 

''  If  it  can  be  brought  about,  I  will  certaiblj  comply  with  your 
request,  sir  ;  I  think,  however,  that  Mr.  Baodolph  will  not  remain 
in  the  place  to  dinner.    He  detests  public  tables." 

The  words  were  not  off  his  tongue,  when  the  crowds  wending 
their  way  to  the  principal  house  of  entertainment,  parted  to  the 
sides  of  the  road,  and  between  the  divided  ranks,  drove  a  light 
phaeton,  drawn  by  a  pair  of -magnificent  blood-horses,  groomed 
with  a  nicety,  that  made  their  coats  shine,  with  silken  lustre,  and 
stepping  like  cats,  their  dainty  hoofe  hardly  touching  the  earth. 
The  master  had  the  reins  and  was  the  sole  occupant  of  tho  car* 
riage.  Pale,  joyless,  alone — ^his  dark  eye  held  no  ray  of  triumph, 
his  sallow  cheek  bore  no  trace  of  the  emotions  that  had  so  lately 
stirred  mightily  in  his  soul.  Neitiier  in  his  sardonic,  yet  mounih 
ful  physiognomy,  nor  in  his  bearing,  that  had  even  something  of 
defiance  mixed  with  its  hauteur,  was  there  discernible  a  trait  of 
the  popular  leader.  What  other  x>ollticians  sought  to  gain  by 
urbanity  and  flatteries,  he  demanded  from  men  as  the  tribute  they 
owed  to  the  right  of  his  cause.  Petty  arts  he  disdained,  and 
trampled  under  foot  the  amenities  and  courtesiea  that  are  coin- 
monly  esteemed  powerful  engines  with  the  masses. 

This  was  the  man,  who,  with  the  exception  of  one  brief  inter- 
regnum— and  that  caused  by  the  very  elements  that  were  nour 
at  work  throughout  the  country — ^remained,  for  upward  of  thirty 
years,  the  representative  of  an  intelligent  constituency — "  such 
as  no  other  man  ever  h^  f  received  the  highest  honors  from  his 
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own  gOTemment  and  distingiiiBhed  favors  abroad,  the  anomaly  of 
his  age  and  of  onr  country  ;  the  statesman,  whom  men  caressed 
and  npheM,  while  they  hated  and  dreaded  the  private  citizen, 
at  once  the  most  gifted  and  the  most  bereaved,  the  most  forto- 
aate  and  the  most  nnhappy  actor  in  the  exdting  drama  of  the  times. 
Peace,  say  we,  to  the  lone  sleeper  in  the  shades*  of  Roanoke  I 
Kpw  that  the,8tnng  and  stinging  spirit  has  passed  from  the  earth 
he  found  so  wintry  an  asylnm^  in  his  desolate  misanthropy;  that 
his  faults,  many  and  inexplicable — the  virtues,  that,  to  a  few 
chosen  intimates,  redeemed  and  glorified  his  character,  have  met 
with  their  reward  firom  his  Judge  and  ours,  let  a  grateful  posterity 
remember  his  honest  and  earnest  labors  in  his  country's  behalf, 
and  cast. the  mantle  of  charity  over  a  nature,  which  in  his  own 
pltdntive  words,  '^no  one  except  the  mother,"  early  lost  and 
always  regretted — "  ever  understood  I" 

Colonel  Rashleigh  replaced  the  hat  he  had  raised  in  stately 
punctilio,  as  the  carriage  passed.  The  crowd  sent  a  cheer  after 
the  departing  orator,  and  dispersed  to  other  business. 

'^  Paxton "  was  still  upon  the  sign  that  swung  before  the  vil- 
lage inn.    The  house  had  been  enlarged,  and  a  row  of  thrifty 
poplars  planted  in  front  of  it.  ^  A  long,  low  portico,  stretching 
the  length  of  the  building,  was  supplied  with  benches,  and  served 
as  a  reception-room  until  dinner  was  ready.    This  event  was  an- 
nounced by  the  ringing  of  a  bell  in  the  hand  of  an  ebony  butler, 
'  ^bo  stalked  up  and  down  the  pia2sza,  deafening  those  who  were 
near^  and  summoning  many  who  were  afar  ofif.     "  Mother  Pax- 
ton/'  now  in  her  sixty-fifth  year,-  officiated  as  unstress  of  table 
ceremonies.    She  wore  her  courtHiay  livery — a  black  dress,  white 
apron  and  neckerchief,  and  »  cap,  whose  starched  crown  was  half 
a,  yard  high,  and  whose  ample  frill  rested  lovingly  against  a  face 
as  rosy,  and  but  a  trifle  more  wrinkled  than  when  we  last  beheld 
11^        At  the  head  of  the  room,  enthroned  in  his  easy-chair, 
hlH  rbeqmatic  limbs  laid  carefully  upon  a  cushioned  stool,  was  the 
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nominal  Boniface,  ceplete  with  good  hmnor  and  wise  saws,  and 
willing,  as  ever,  to  credit  his  "ole  woman"  with  the  siune. 

''How  are  yon  to-daj,  Mr.  Paxton?"  said  Malcolm  Argyle, 
pausing  beside  him  on  his  way  from  the  table. 
.  "  Middlin'  fine,  Master  Malcolm  ;  nothin'  to  complain  of,  and 
ererythin'  to  be  thankful  for.  As  my^  ole  woman  says  to  me,  no 
longer  ago  than  this  identickle  momin' — says  she, '  Yon  might  be 
better,  but  yon  might  be  worse,'  and  it'^  as  true  as  Gospel,  sir. 
You're  lookin'  mighty  well,  Mr.  Argyle.  I  don't  remember  seein' 
you  in  sech  looks  in  years.  What  have  you  been  doin'  of,  to 
freshen  you  up  so  sudden  V[ 

**  Eating  one  of  your  wife's  good  dinners.  She-ontdid  herselt 
to-day.    Tell  her  that  I  said  so — ^will  you  ?" 

The  old  man  rocked  with  his  hearty  laughter. 

"  I  will,  sir-T-I  will  I  She  will  rally  the  praise  now,  because 
it's  been  so  long  senoe  you've  went  out  of  your  way  to  say  sech  a 
thing.  And  you  enj'yed  your  Tittles  ?  Well,  though  I  say  it,  as 
shouldn't  say  it,  my  ole  woman  is  hard  to  beat  at  a  roast,  a  stew 
01^  a  barbecue,  and  our  Susy's  comin'  on  jest  sech  another." 

**  Where  is  she  7    I  haye  not  seen  her  in  a  great  while.'' 

''  That's  because  you  are  never  here  only  court  days.  You 
see,  sir  " — sinking  his  voice  to  a  wheezing  whisper — **  she's  gettin' 
to  be  a  tall  slip  of  a  gal — nigh  'pon  sixteen — and  the  ole  woman 
doesn't  think  it  fit  for  her  to  be  in  the  big  room  o'  public  days. 
'Taint  our  intention  fur  to  make  a  fine  lady  of  her,  though  we'll 
leave  all  our  children  somethin',  please  the  Lord  I  That  'ere 
'nonymoos  present  we  had  ten  years  ago,  come  Christmas,  gave 
us  a  lift,  and  we've  kept  up.  You've  no  idee  yet  who  sent  it,  I 
s'pose  ?" 

"  None  whatever." 

He  had  answered  the  same  question  in  substantially  the  same 
terms  at  least  fifty  times  before. 

"  About  Susy,  as  I  was  sayin'.    My  ole  woman  has  her  notions 
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about  modesty,  and  wKat's  right  and  proper  for  gals.  Not  that 
the  ginerality  of  our'company  aint  well-behafed  gentlemen,  but, 
says  my  ole  woman^  '  Gals'  hc6a  shouldn't  .be  too  common  ;'  and 
she  keeps  her  in  the  background  like,  you  understand."    • 

"  t  understand ;  and  shows  herself  to  be  a  prudent  mother." 

"Jest  toy  sentiments,  Mr.  Argyle  I  They  tell  me  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph made  a  grand  spee(^  to^ay,  sir,"  he  added,  as  Malcolm 
was  about  to  move  on.  "A  regular  out-andK)uter,  I've  heerd 
say.l" 

"Jf  he  does  not  take  ca^e,  such  speeches  will  be  *out-and 
outers '  in  good  earnest  .to  himself.  The  people  are  getting  unruly 
with  the  einbargoes,  non-Importation  bills,  and  the  like-  abomiuar 
tions,  that  are  killing  home  and  foreign  trade." 

^*^ovL  don't  s'pose  th^t  Jack  Randolph  will  ever  be  beaten  in 
this  district  I",  exclaimed  the  old  man.  "  Whar  will  they  ever 
find  sech  another  man  ?" 

"  Nowhere ;  but  principles  are  worth  something  as  well  as 
men — ^particularly  where  so  much  is  at  stake."* 

"  You  are  for  war,  then,  sir  T' 

"  I  would  fight,  rather  than  submit  to  robbery,  and  so  would 
you,  Mr.  Paxton  I" 

"  Talking  politics,  Argyle  I"  said  Mr.  Hunter,  coming  up, 
as  the  last  sentence  was  spoken. 

"  How  could  we  spealc  or  think  of  anything  else  hiere  and 
now  ?"  returned  his  brother-in-law. 

"  True  enough  I  This  is  the  most  excited  meeting  of  the  cam- 
paign. Between  Jack  Randolph  and  apple-jack,  those  fellows 
outside  have  not  a  sober  brain  amongst  them.  Hear  them — ^will 
you  ?  What  a  plausible  fellow  Randolph  is  1  I  thanked  my 
stars  when  he  was  through,  that  I  ha^not  a  vote  in  this  district. 
It  would  be  cast  for  him,  to  a  dead  certainty,  much  against  my 
conscience  as  it  would  be.'2 

''  Yet  it  is  clear  to  me  that  Eppes  had  right  on  his  side," 
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replied  Malcokn.  "  And  &Qtrocrat.thoiigh  Bandolph  ig  in  tjiis 
commiinity,  there  la  an  under-current  beginning  to  turn  against 
hlB  Yiews,  however  elocjaentl/  he  maj  siet  t^em  forth.  Another 
year  like  the  last^  of  foreign  injustice  and  home  distress^  and  the 
people  win  think  for  thepiiselves**«je  1  and  vote  as  thej  feel  l" 

The  tumult  ^thoiut  increased.  Oaths  and  yeUs  and  angry 
Yoices,  in  fierce  diqpute  arose  higher  and. louder.  The  gentlemen 
worked  their  way.dowly  to  the  door. 

"  And  that  is  the  way  they  feel— is  it  V  said  Mr.  Hunter,  ag 
the  raDying-cry  of  the  war-party  split  the  air.  . 

"  Free  trade  and  sailors'  rights  !'' 

"  Down  with  the  Briiisb  aristoonat  V^  roared  a  pair*  of  fre* 
mendons  lungs  in  the  heart  of  the  press,  that  filled  up  the  porch. 

To  Mr.  Hunter's  amaxement,  his  cahn,  cool  hrother-in-law 
uttered  an  ejaculation,  mofe  like  an  impre<!atioi|,  than  anything 
he  had  erer  heard  from  him  before,  and  dashed  into  the  mdl^. ' 

For  an  explanation  of  this  mofement,  we  must  refer  the  reader 
to  another  chapter. 
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CHAPTER   XIX. 


Colonel  Rashleigh  did  ^tt|y  justice  to  Mrs.  Faxton!s  bonnti- 
ful  cheer,  lUthough  be  ate  fl^^  plates  of  coarse  white  ed.rthen- 
wiare,  edged  with  blue  or  grSro;  canred  Ms  meat  with  a  bone- 
handled  knife,  and  helped  himself  to  vegetables  with  a  pewter 
spoon.  In  his  own  house,  I^e  was  fastidiouSy.but  he  had  travelled 
•enough  to  learn  how  to  accommodate  himself  to  traveller's  fare. 
His  nephew  sat  on  his  right  ^aud,  and  Sancroft  on  the  left.  Just 
across  the  narrow  board  were  two  other  gentlemen,  the  one 
middle-aged,  the  other  young,  who  were  saluted  with  great  cordi- 
ality by  the  Colonel's  companions,  and  introdaced  to  him  as  Mr. 
Woodson  and  Mr.  Blanton. 

A  constant  flow  of  talk  was  kept  up  between  the  two  parties. 
The  strangers  were  profuse  of  ciyilities ;  versed  in  the  leading 
topics  of  the  day,  and  expressed  themselves  like  educated,  intelli' 
gent  men.  Of  course,  politics  was  the  principal  theme.  The 
Colonel  was  deeply  gratified  at  ascertaining  that  all  of  the  four 
were  Randolph's  disciples,  scouting  at  the  platform  of  the  war- 
party,  as  a  visionary  contrivance  of  demagogues  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  simple  and  the  credulous  ;  ridiculing  the  vacilla- 
tions of  the  administration,  its  truckling  to,  and  temporlziDg 
with  the  French  government,  and  each  trying  to  outdo  the  other, 
in  lauding  Great  Britain  ;  her  steady  policy  and  straightforward 
measures. 

"  Rely  upon  it,  Colonel  Rashleigh,  if  the  rest  of  the  States  are 
80  mad  as  to  engage  in  an  unnatural  contest  with  the  Mother,  so 
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recently  reconciled,  Yirginia  planters  will  never  lenr^  themselrefl 
to  the  iniqoitous  proceeding  I"  said  Mr.  Woodson,  impressively. 
"  Even  in  the  War  of  the  Bevdation,  there  were  many  of  our 
first  families,  who  conld  not  forget  from  what  stock  they  had 
sprang.  Many  a  good  sword  msted  m  its  scabbard,  rather 
than  its  owner  should  bathe  it  in  a  brother's  blood.  And  that 
was  a  strife  for  Liberty  I  How  many  more  will  remain  inactive, 
when  the  fight  is  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  an  alien  and 
anrighteons  power — we  shall  ^^^^^ 

"  I  trost  we  shall  not  see  I"PiaBWered  Mr.  Blanton,  gravely. 
"  The  storm  has  hot  burst  yet.  Madison  has  not  the  courage  to 
declare  war.  Mark  my  words  I  The  mountain  will  bring  forth 
a  mouse,  direful  as  its  pangs  appear." 

Mr.  Woodson  gave  an  order  to  his  colored  servant,  who 
waited  behind  his  chair.  He  vanished,  and  shortly  reappeared, 
bringing  a  bottle  of  wine. 

"  From  my  humble  cellar.  Colonel  Rashleigh,"  said  Mr. 
Woodson,  as  he  inserted  a  corkscrew.  "  Will  you  honor  me  by 
partaking  of  it  V 

The  Colonel  bowed,  and  declared  that  he  would  be  most  happy 
to  do  so. 

"  Pill  your  glasses,  gentlemen,"  continued  the  owner  of  the 
beverage.  *'With  your  leave,  I  will  propose  a  toast.  Our 
excellent  neighbor.  Colonel  Bashleigh  I  May  the  land  of  Itis 
adoption  never  give  him  cause  to  sigh  for  fan*  Albion's 
shores  I'' 

The  Colonel  was  tickled  in  a  vulnerable  part — ^his  propensity  to 
combine,  or,  going  further,  to  make  identical  each'  with  the 
other,  his  amour  propre  and  amor  patria.  In  a  very  set,  very 
deliberate  and  very  pompous  speech,  he  thanked  Mr.  Woodson 
for  his  toast,  and  the  rest  for  theu*  kind  reception  of  the  same  ; 
and  when  they  arose  from  the  table,  "  hoped  to  reciprocate  the 
politeness  very  soon,  in  some  choice  old  port  he  had  brought  with 
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bim  from  the  'fair  Albion,'  so  fiatteringlj  mentioned  by  the 
worthy  gentleman." 

There  was  a  little  hasty  by-play  between  the  qnartette,  and 
Mr.  Woodson  was  again  spokesman. 

**  Yon  will  not  thank  me  for  robbing  yon  of  yonr  nephew's 
society  for  a  short  time,  I  am  afraid,  sir.  Bat  I  have  an  appoint- 
ment with  him  at  the  clerk'^  office,  at  this  honr.  .  We  hare  in 
prospect  a  tiresome,  yet  a  necessary  task — a  search,  through 
mosty  records  for  an  old  idtle-deed  to  s<»ne  property  I  Resign 
purchasing.  In  snch  inyestigations,  Mr.  Mprean's  quick  eye  and 
clear  head  are  often  in  requests  He  kincUiy  offered  them  to  me, 
some  weeks  ago,  and  I  engi^ed  the  clerk  to  assist  ns  to-day." 

It  did  not  occur  to  the  Colonel's  honorable  imagination  thdt 
this  statement  was  needlessly  prolix;  nor,  that  the  clerk's  rightful ' 
place  during  the  sessions  of  the  court  was  in  the  court-room. 
How,  then,  should  he  discern  anything  suspicious  in  Mr.  Sancroft's 
apology  of  a  business  engagement  in  his  office,  and  Mr.  Blanton's 
recollection  of  what  he  had  nearly  forgotten  in  the  delights  of  the 
society  It  must  quit,  viz.,  that  he  had  giyen  a  note  six  months 
prerious,  whose  payment  fell  upon  this  day,  and  that  he  made  it 
a  point  of  conscience  to  pay  up  his  debts  punctually  to  the  hour, 
to  the  minute,  if  possible,  that  they  were  due.  Nor  need  these 
gentlemen  have  taken  the  pains  to  walk  off  in  directions  diametri- 
cally opposite  to  one  another.  The  honest  old  officer  would 
have  scorned  to  watch  or  dog  them,  had  he  mistrusted  them 
never  so  grievously. 

Like  a  large-sized  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley,  he  stood  near  the 
centre  of  the  piazza,  erect  against  the  wall,  snuff-box  in  hand, 
contemplating  the  heterogeneous  assembly,  as  the  placid  Knight 
of  the  "Spectator"  might  hare  overlooked  a  game  of  cricket 
among  his  peasantry. 

The  formal  debate  of  the  candidates,  exciting  as  it  was,  was  by 
no  means  the  warmest  battle  of  the  day.    The  Randolph  men  were 
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sanguine  to  exoHation  of  their  vfctory.    Their  leader  had  never 
experieftced  a  defeat,  and  imminent  as  was  tliis  crisis,  he  had 
shown  himself  cqnal  to  its  ctaergency.    Whatever  shakings  of 
spirit  their  opponents  maj  have  suffered,  they  maintained  a  bold 
firont,  and  some  affected  a  braggadocio,  bullying  style,  onwlse, 
not  to  say  presmnptnons,  in  view  of  the  uncertainty  i)f  the  sequel 
to  their  canvass.    From  time  immemorial,  the  bottle  has  been 
the  efficient  ally  of  the  donbting,  desperate,  or  defeated  politician 
— ^a  canons  circumstance  in  national  physiology — ^by  which  the 
sagadons  party-leaders  now-ardays,  have  profited  to  an  incalcu- 
lable degree,  and  the  morality  of  their  voters  suffered  detruhent 
in  exact  proportion.    Real  apple-brandy  does  not  feed  the  flame 
df  devotion  to  one's  country  so  rapidly  as  do  vitriol  and  log- 
wood ;  old  rye  whisky  will  not  metamorphose  a  clodhopper  into 
a  Curtius  so  readily  as  does  strychnine;  but  pure  liquor  answered 
the  desired  purpose  pretty  well  in  the  slow  old  times,  when  inven- 
tion was  in  its  cradle.    Men  began  to  stagger  as  they  talked,  and 
those  who  had  been  cautious  in  declaration,  now  became  declaim- 
crs.    Conspicuous  among  these,  was  a  fellow  of  Titanic  build, 
and  a  brutal,  scowling  face,  in  whom  Colonel  Rashleigh  recog- 
nized the  man,  whos^  shout  of  ''Destruction  to  the  British 
everywhere  l**  had  stirred  up  the  British  lion  in  his  pacific  breast. 
An  involuntary  frown  crossed  his  features  at  the  remembrance. 
The  man  stopped  short  before  him. 

"  What  are  you  makin'  faces  at  ?"  he  growled,  with  an  oath. 
**  What  brought  you  here,  I  want  to  know  f  Why  didn't  you 
stay  where  you  belonged  ?  Maybe  somebody  wanted  you  there  1 
Nobody  does  here,  I  can  tell  you.  If  I  had  my  way,  I  would 
rid  the  country  of  the  likes  of  you.  Come  here  to  ride  over  our 
heads  in  your  coach  and  four,  and  your  white  niggers,  you  proud 
old  Tory  tyrant  I'' 

"  Arc  you  speakifig  to  me,  fellow  ?"  demanded  the  Colonel,  his 
dignity  and  choler  rising  together,  until,  but  for  the  stiff  comfort 
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within,  liis  assailant  most  hare  withered  down  into  nothing  at  his 
tone  and  aspect. 

"To  be  sore  I  am  a-speaking  to  you,  old  '  felbw  1'"  mimick- 
ing Jiia  accent.  '*  And  I  say,  you  ain't  wanted  about  here.  We 
ain't  got  enough  to  live  on  ourselyesr-and  all  jdong  of  your 
'orders  in  council,'  and  your  'non-importation,'  and  such 
fbolery.  You  never  heerd  of  such  a  ship  as  the  Chesapeake, 
hare  you  P' 

"  That  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  subject  in  hand,  which  is 
your  unprovoked  inspertinenco  to  a  strapger,  and  «  gentleman  I" 
retorted  the  Colonel  **  I  wish  you  to  understand  distinctly  that 
your  language  and  manner  displease  me,  and  that  I  command 
you  to  desist.'^ 

The  bully  broke  out  with  a  storin  of  Imprecation  and  abuse. 
There  was  a  rush  and  a  crowding  toward  them,  and  every  man, 
according  to  his  apprehension  or  misapprehension  of  the  case, 
contributed  his  share  to  the  uproar.  The  watchwords  of  both 
parties  were  exchanged  ;  taunting  epithets  heaped  upon  English, 
French,  and  Madison,  until  it  was  an  impossibility  for  the  trucu- 
lent boor,  with  whom  the  wordy  affray  had  originated,  to  distin. 
guish  himself  longer  by  words  alone.  In  his  drunken  malice,  he 
strutted  close  up  to  Colonel  Rashleigh,  and  swearing  a  great, 
sounding  oath,  shook  his  fist  in  his  face.  The  Colonel  retaliated 
l>y  a  blow  from  his  stout  oaken  cane,  that  would,  have  upset  the 
brute,  in  his  unsteady  condition,  had  he  not  avoided  its  full 
weight  by  a  lurch  to  one  side.  Before  the  bystanders  could  inter- 
fere, he  fell  forward  upon  his  antagonist,  and  clutched  him  by  the 
cravat.  He  had  barely  seized  it,  when  he  felt  a  mighty  blow  behind 
his  ear,  and  went  down  like  an  ox  under  the  butcher's  club. 

"Are  you  hurt,  Coloner Rashleigh ?"  inquired  Malcohn, 
anxiously. 

The  Colonel  had  not  wind  to  waste  in  talking,  so  he  signified 
by  a  negative  gesture,  that  he  was  uninjaied. 
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'*  And  this  is  Ylrgiman  hospitality  I''  said  Malcolm,  facing  the 
crowd,  his  cjcs  flashing  like  bine  steel.  **  This  is  the  welcome 
yon  give  the  peaceable  stranger,  who  would  make  his  home 
in  yonr  midst  ?  A  brare  and  courteous  set  you  are  I  to 
stand  tamely  by  and  see  a  ruffian  like  that " — touching  the 
reviving  Qoliah  with  his  foot — "  attack  an  unoflfendiug  gentleman, 
whose  grey  hairs  would  have  been  his  protection  anywhere,  except 
from  a  monster  and  among  barbarians  1  And  these  arc  the  men 
who  run  mad  about  liberty  of  speech  and  freedom  of  thought — 
who  would  direct  the  government  of  a  nation  t  when  there  is 
not  one  of  yen  who  had  the  presence  of  mind,  or  courage  to 
hinder  a  drunkard's  senseless  violence  1  I  am  ashamed  of  my 
State  and  of  my  county  1" 

Goliath  was  upon  his  feet  again,  and,  cowed  and  bewildered, 
would  have  slunk  away  but  for  the  interference  of  Mr.  Logan, 
a  neighboring  magistrate,  who,  drawn  by  the  noise  of  the  fray, 
had  reached  the  spot  while  Malcolm  was  speaking.  He  com- 
manded a  constable  to  take  the  aggressor  into  custody  as  a  dis- 
turber of  the  peace. 

"  'Tother  one  hit  ftist  I^  called  out  a  lover  of  f afar  play  in  the  crowd. 

Malcolm  could  not  help  smiling.  But,  ludicrous  as  it  appeared, 
once  one  arrest  had  been  tnade,  justice  reqmred  that  both  Colonel 
Bashleigh  and  Malcolm  should  be  summoned  to  answer  for  their 
share  in  the  affair.  Mr.  HuAter  made  an  effort  to  seem  grave  as 
he  offered  himself  as  bail  that  they  should  be  forthcoming  when 
the  matter  was  investigated,  and  the  gentlemen  were  left  at  large. 
Goliath  was  not  so  lucky  in  his  friends,  and  was  marched  off  to 
I'ail.  The  gathering,  that  had  nearly  been  a  mob,  dispersed 
rapidly,  its  members  abashed  by  the  severe  rebuke  they  had 
received  and  the  resolute  proceedings  that  followed,  and  most  of 
them  heartily  mortified  at  their  irrational  excitement  and  lack  of 
courtesy  toward  the  elderly  stranger,  whose  only  offence  was  his 
birth-place. 
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"This  is  jour. property,  I  belieye,  Colonel  BAshleigh?"  said 
Mr.  Hunter,  i»cklng  np  the  end  of  the  cambric  cravat,  which 
Goliath  had  torn  off  in  his  fall.  "  That  rent  was  of  jonr  making, 
Argyle.'' 

'^I  beg  yonr  pardon  for  the  damage  to  your  dress,  sir,"  said 
Malcolm,  jestingly,  to.  the  Colonel  "  I  should  have  made  the 
fellow  let  go  before  I  knocked  him  down«" 

"I  thank  yon  sincerely,  Mr.  Argyle,  for  your  timely  inter- 
ference," said  the  Ci^onel,  hol^boig  ont  his  hand. 

"  What  a.  capital  bmiser  yon  wonld  be  T'  continued  Mr. 
Hunter.  "  Yon  have  given  Bully  Bob  the  esr-ache,  for  one  while, 
I  will  warrant." 

Malcohn  stopped  the  congratulations  which  annoyed,  instead  of 
pleasing  him,  by  inquiring  when  the  Colonel  designed  retmning  home. 

"  Immediately,  sir  I — ^immediately  I  I  have  had  a  surfeit  of 
popular  assemblies.^ 

Mr.  Logan  endeavored  to  apologize  for  the  rudeness  that  had 
been  offered  his  person,  by  representing  the  extraordinary  state 
of  the  times,  and  the  wild,  lawless  spirit  that  had  taken  hold  upon 
men  in  all  classes  of  society,  ^ 

The  Colonel  heard  him  through  with  viable  impatience. 

''  It  is  my  opinion,  mr,  that  a  country  and  a  society  containing 
such  disorderly  elements ;  where  quiet  citizens  are  molested  in 
the  ppen  day  by  ruffians ;  where  the  higher  ranks  and  lawful 
authorities  of  this  and  other  and  as  respectable  governments  are 
animadverted  upon,  in  the  shamdess  manner  I  have  observed 
here,  on  this  occasion — it  is  my  opinion,  sir,  that  that  country 
and  that  society  are  in  a  remarkable  condition,  sir — a  truly 
re-mar-ka-ble  condition  I'' 

And,  bowing  with  an  air  of  not-to-be-appeased  majesty,  he 
entered  the  carriage  which  stood  ready. 

"  Do  you  go  now,  Mr.  Argyle  ?"  he  asked,  seeing  that  Mal- 
cohn's  horse  had  also  been  brought  around. 

12* 
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'*  Tes,  m.  It  is  a  long  nSe^  and'my  ODlybosinesd  here  was  to 
hear  the  speakiHg ."  '  * 

"  Oblige  me  bj  accepting  a  seat  in  mj  chariot^'  raid*  the 
Colonel,  throwing  open  •  the  door.  ^*  I  would  like  to  talk  with 
jon.    My  footman  will  i  Ida  your  hoiaeJ^ 

To  refoae  a  request  so  flatteaingiy  earnest  wonld  haY*  been  &»• 
coorteous ;  yet  Mal^ohn  (onld  dot  alioir  the  haSkf  Thomas  to 
bestride  his  pretty  Sprightly  for  a  ride  of  fifteen  miles. 

"**  I  will,  with  pleasure,  taker  a  seat  witit  yoil^  Bk/'  he  refdned; 
''but  there  is  no  need  that  my  mare  shoidd  be  ridden  by aay  one. 
She  will  follow  like  a  dog.'' 

"  If  it  is  not  an  impertinent  question,  where  did  yOn  procnre 
that  animal,  Mr.  ArgyleP*  said  the  Oohxnel,  remomg'to  the 
front  seat,  the  better  to  obsenre  the  gracefnl  creature  that  Mtted 
behind  the  carriage. 

**  She  was  bom  upon  my  plantation,  and  is,  I  suppose,  of  as 
pure  English  stock  as  was  ever  raised  in  thia  country. 

He  added  her  pedigree,  to  which  tiie  other  gaye  the  dSigent 
heed  of  a  gentleman  jockey. 

"  I  hare,  within  the  past  week,  discovered  a  great  defect  in 
the  horse  which  my  daughter  rides,"  he  said.  "He  is  going 
blind." 

"  Indeed  1  I  am  sorry  to  bear  it" 

'*  Katherine  does  not  know-^of  it  yet/'  pursued  the  Colonel. 
"  She  is  tender-hearted,  and  the  horse  was  trained  ezpresriy  for 
her.  If  I  could  procure  another,  as  valuable  for  her  purpose^  as 
handsome  and  gentle,  she  might  be  reconciled  to  the  partmg  with 
her  pet." 

To  the  Colonel,  there  was  nothing  to  wonder  at,  in  the  into^st 
evinced  by  his  hearer  in  this,  or  any  other  subject  that  engaged 
his  mind.  His  daughter's  horse  ought  to  be  an  object  of  impor- 
tance in  the  eyes  of  any  one  whom  he  honored  by  consultation 
respecting  it. 
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*'  It  would  be  &  pity  if  Miss  Rashteigh  were  eojnpelled  to  dis- 
continue ber  Tides,''  femftrked  Malcolm.  *.  *'  She  ai^ars  to  t>e 
very  partial  to*  the  exercise."  . 

"  It  is  my  wish  that  she  should  practise  it  daily^  whenever  the 
weather  permits;  I  should  be  ezceedin^y  dii^leased  to  see  her 
grow  languid  and  pale,  as  ma&y  American  women  do,  by  con- 
finepent  to  the  Sonse  and  sedentaiy  employments^" 

Malcolm  covld  hare  replied  to  this  -slur  npoii  his  eonntrywotneny 
tiiat  English  air  aisd  customs  had  prodaced  as  perfect  a  specimen 
of  the  inert  fine  lady  in  Mrs.  Bashleigh,  as  the  enervating  climate 
of  America,  and  the  selMndnlgent  fashions,  that  were  creeping  in 
among  her  richer  classes  could  manufacture  ;  but  he  forbore. 

''Mr.  Hunter — ^my  yotinger  Aster's  husband,  has  a  thoroughly 
broken  lady's  horse — the  brother  to  Sprightly,  there/'  he  said. 
"He  bought  him  of  ine,  m  the  hope  of  indueing  his  wife  to 
accompany  him,  in  his  horseback  excursions;  but  he  has  not  suc- 
ceeded; and,  as  he  told  me,  the  other  day,  he  is  willing  to  dispose 
of  the  nag.  I  wiH  speak  to  Hunter,  if  you  wish  it,  and  have  the 
animal  brought  over  for  your  inspection." 

"You  are  very  kind,  sir;  I  accept  your  offer,  with  many 
thanks.  My  nephew,  Moreau,  is  likewise  seeking  a  purchaser  for 
his  wife's  saddle-horse.  But  I  should  not  entertain  for  a  moment 
the  thought  of  buying  him  for  my  daughter,  since  Mr.  Moreau's 
reason  for  selling  him  is  that  he  is  unsafe  for  a  lady's  use." 

"  Unsafe  I  that  is  something  new  I" 

"That  such  is  the  case,  he  nevertheless  assures  me.  Either 
his  servants  are  bad  managers  of  horses,  or  he  has  been  unfortu- 
nate in  his  selection  of  this  kind  of  stock.  I  understand  that  he 
has  sacrificed  several  costly  ones  within  a  year  because  they  did 
not  suit  him." 

Malcolm  examined  the  speaker's  countenance  for  tokens  of 
double  meaning  or  suspicion  ;  but  in  vain.  Stifling  the  expres* 
sion  of  his  doubts  as  to  the  truthfulness  of  Moreau's  represcmta" 
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ti<»i8,  he  answered  corelesslj,  that  very  good  horses  were  easil; 
mined  by  improper  management,  and  the  matter  dropped. 

They  rode  together  to  the  outer  gate ,  of  Briarwood,  where 
Malcohn  got  oat  of  the  carriage  and  remounted  his  steed,  sorely 
against  the  Colonel's  will.  He  had  liked  Mr.  Argyle  from  the 
day  in  which  he  rendered  his  daughter  a  signal  service,  and  the 
brave  act  of  to^y  had  sunk  deeper  into  his  heart  than  Malcolm 
supposed  it  possible  for  any  one  to  go.  In  this,  he  misjudged 
the  Englishman's  character.  He  was  veiy  gratefid  for  his  kind 
interposition,  and  inspired  with  profound  admiration  by  Malcolm's 
spirited  address  to  the  mob.  Ever  since  the  occurrence,  he  had 
studied  within  his  own  mind,  as  to  the  most  feasible  and  judicious 
method  of  testifying  his  conviction  of  the  favor  done  to  him,  and 
of  repaying  the  debt.  His  urgent  request  for  Malcolm's  company 
in  his  chariot,  construed  by  the  younger  gentleman  into  a  deore 
for  society  that  might  relieve  the  loneliness  of  the  journey,  was, 
with  the  elder,  equivalent  to  the  Arab's  invitation  to  partake  of 
his  bread  and  salt,  and  cleverly  intended  as  the  preliminary  to  a 
more  familiar  and  friendly  style  of  intercourse.  So,  also,  his 
conversation  during  the  ride — ^most  of  which  Malcolm  considered 
the  prosiest  of  long-drawn-out  commonplaces — ^was  a  labored 
attempt  to  fascinate  his  fellow-traveller  by  the  depth  and  variety 
of  his  information .  and  the  excellence  of  his  colloquial  powers, 
hoping  thereby,  to  implant  a  longing  for  further  acquaintanceship. 
He  determined,  especially,  that  Mr.  Argyle  should  be  his  guest 
for  that  evening  ;  should  receive  the  thanks  of  the  ladies  for  his 
gallant  deliverance  of  the  husband  and  father,  and  Malcolm's 
surmise  of  this  intention  was  one  reason  why  he  remained  stead- 
fast in  his  refusal  to  go  in. 

The  Colonel  was  not  to  be  balked  by  the  modesty  of  his 
benefactor.  After  waiting  a  couple  of  days  for  a  call  from 
him,  he  ordered  his  gig  and  drove  over  to  Ben  Lomond  to 
renew  his  thanks,  and  to  be  the  bearer  of  an  invitatioi]  to  a 
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dinner-partjy  whipli  was  arranged  for  the  Tuesday  of  the  week 
followiiig. 

''  I  am  going  to  make  joa  happj  again,  Aunt  Bab/'  said  Mal- 
cohn,  entering  jiier  apartments,  when  the  Colonel  had  gone. 

"  And  how's  that  V 

"  Bj  going  to  party  No.  2.  The  sacrifice  is  greater  this  time, 
too,  for  it  is  that  Skost  intolerable  of  civilized  institutions — a  din- 
ner— a  '  dkiDg-day/  as  you  call  it.'' 

**  Where  at  7"  interrogated  Miss  Barbara,  contemptuous,  as 
usual,  of  grammar,  provided  she  made  herself  understood. 

''  At  Colonel  Rashleigh's." 

"  Them  Enghshers  agen  ?    You  like  'em,  don't  you  ?" 

''  I  have  no  cause  to  dislike  them." 

"  Nancy  Wilkinson  says  they're  queer  ;  but  mighty  liberal  and 
just  to  her^if  they  are  sti£f.  All  except  the  young  lady.  She's 
the  merriest,,  affectionatest  cretnr  that  ev^  walked,  instead  of 
flewed." 

"  Getting  poetical,  are  you.  Aunt  Bab  ?"  but  there  was  a 
'  gleam  of  pleasure,  more  heart-felt  than  fun  ever  was,  in  his  smile. 

The  dining-day  arrived,  and  a  little  before  the  hour  designated 

by  Mrs.  Rashleigh's  notes  of  invitation,  Malcolm  threw  the  reins 

upon  Sprightly's  neck,  at  the  door  of  the  Briarwood  mansion. 

The  double  doors  of  the  hall  stood  wide  open,  and  Thomas,  in 

the  butterfly  splendor  of  his  renovated  livery,  took  the  hats  and 

whips  of  the  gentlemen,  and  conducted  them  into  a  side  room, 

where  they  might  remove  the  dust  of  their  ride,  and  add  the  last 

touch  to  their  toilets,    from  this,  Malcolm  crossed  the  waxed 

and  polished  floor  of  the  entry,  to  the  great  drawing-room.  There 

were  about  fifty  guests,  but,  in  spite  of  a  number  large  enough  to 

have  prevented  formality,  and  the  gay  dresses  and  cheerful  voices 

of  the  ladies,  the  "state  funeral  chamber"  held  its  own  grimly 

There  were  no  warm  colors  in  the  furniture  to  enliven  the  eye, 

and*  on  the  wall,  no  flickering  shadows  and  tinted  lights.    All 
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was  dork  green,  except  where  the  high  windows  showed  parallel- 
pgrams  of  the  bright  white  noon  without. 

Colonel  Rashieigh  greeted  his  neighbor  with  di^ingoished 
affability  ;  Mrs.  Rashieigh  gave  him  the  tips  of  her  gloved  fingers 
and  Eatherine  actually  colored  with  pleasure  as  she  put  her 
plump  hand  in  his. 

"  I  am  glad  yon  have  come,"  she  said.  **  It  was.un&ind  in  you 
to  stay  away  during  all  the  days  we  hare  been  watiting  to  see  and 
thank  you  " 

"  Hush  I"  said  Malcolm,  releashig  the  little  hand  he  felt  a 
strange  delight  in  holding.  *'  What  if  thoughts  of  those  unmer- 
ited thanks  had  kept  me  away  f 

"  You  reject  our  gratitude  I  and  why?"  a^ked  Eatherine^  her 
blush  a  shade  deeper  with  mortified  pride. 

"  I  do"  not  r^'ect  it.  If  the  service  I  had  rendered  were  at  aU 
commoisarate  with  the  reward,  I  could  not  be  so  g^erous  as  to 
deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  being  thanked  by  you." 

Here  he  caught  sight  of  Mrs.  Holt,  standing  apart,  wutmg  to 
speak  to  him,  and  passed  on  to  her. 

''  Your  heroism  is  the  praise  of  all  tongues,  Mr.  Argyfe,"  said 
the  governess. 

"  If  you  allude  to  the  fracas  on  court-day,  it  is  not  worth  the 
mention  of  om  tongue,  madam." 

He  would  have  made  a  comment  on  the  weather,  but  she  pre* 
vented  him. 

"  Your  mission  seems  to  be  to  succor  the  distressed,  in  whatever 
condition  of  life  they  may  chance  to  be." 

"  Whether  in  peril  from  mire  or  mob,"  concluded  Matcohn, 
glancing  mischievously  at  Eatherine,  who  was  listening  to  them. 

A  jest  that  required  payment  in  like  coin  was  ever  a  "  poser  " 
to  Mrs.  Holt,  and  Malcolm  gained  his  end  in  accomplishing  her 
silence. 

**  But  you  deserve  the  quotation  you  checked,  for  having  bo 
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mtUessIj  shocked  dlar,  proper  Mrs.  Holt,''  smd-Kstheriiie,  after- 
wards "  Toft  are  angratefiil  for  her  good  e{Hnion  of  ydn,  or  you 
would  not  hare  thwarted  her  propensity,,  in- that  nnceremonious 
style." 

''She- has  a  good  opinion  of  me,  then?  How  could  she  hare 
gained  it  V 

"As  if  snch  tiungs  were  not  to  be  had  for  the  acting  !*' 
retorted  Catherine.,  **  I  am  tempted  to  do  yioleoce  to  yonr  modest 
estimate  oryQurself,  by  repeating  a  Une  which  Bhe  redted  on  the 
erening  ef  coDrt<lay,  after  papa  had  finished  his  account  of  your 
prowess  in  bis  canse-^ersos  Republicanism  and  Bacchus.  'My 
dear,'  said  she  to  me — *  does  not  Mr.  Argyle  remind  you  of  that 
fine  line  in  the  "  Fahy  Queen  ?*> 

'  Wise,  warlike,  personable,  courteous  and  kind  V  ** 

Malcolm  bowed  low  to  the  compliment.  A  mi^^ing  that  her 
spirits  had  run  away  with  her  tongue. Tislted  Kath^ne,  and  she 
tried  to  amend  her  fancied  breach  of  propriety. 

^'  You  must  understand  that  Mrs.  Holt's  life  has  flowed  on  very 
tranquOly.  Since  the  death  of  her  husband^  which  erent  took 
place  not  long  after  their  marriage,  there  hare  been  no  landmarks, 
worthy  of  the  name,  in  her  quiet  existence.  She  has  lived  in  her 
books  and  study,  and  a  trivial  interruption  in  the  fontine  of  every- 
day occurrences  is  an  epoch  of  magnitude  to  her.  I  question  if 
she  ever  had  an  adventure  in  the  whole  course  of  her  life." 

"  And  have  you  F  inquired  Malcolm. 

Her  gu-lish  rattle  was  like  a  strain  of  lively  music  to  him,  awak- 
eniiig  feelings  that  made  him  young  again. 

She  made  a  gesture  of  feigned  vexation.  "  Why  force  me  to 
a  confession  of  the  unromantic  monotony  to  which"  I  have  been 
doomed  ?  Since  you  will  have  the  truth — ^nevcr  !  A  personal 
adventure — one  labelled,  'Katherine  Rashleigh — ^her  property, 
and  flung  directly  at  my  head  by  the  Fates — ^is  a  boon  with 
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wMoh  I  have  nerer  yet  been  blessed.  I  hare  had  sandrj  narrow 
escapes  from,  or  misses  of  godsends  of  this  sort.  Witness  the 
quagmire  drama,  where  Thomas  defrauded  me  of  the  chance  of 
playing  heroine,  by  enacting  the  hero  in  the  part  that  should  have 
been  mine." 

**  Heaven  forbid  1"  ejaculated  Malcolm.  ''  I,  for  one,  am  con- 
tent that  we  had  a  farce,  instead  of  a  tragedy." 

"  Are  yon  fond  of  theatrical  performances.  Miss  Bashleigh  V 
asked  young  Saacroflb,  catching  the  Words  "  farce  "  and  **  tragedy." 

"Yes,  sir  ;  although  I  have  never  seen  above  half-a-dozen  plays. 
We  were  talking  of  the  drama  of  real  life,  in  this  instance,  how- 
ever. "  All  the  world's  a  stage,  and  all  the  men  and  women  in 
it  merely  players" — she  repeated ;  her  peculiarly  arch  smile  at 
Malcolm  reminding  him  whose  pupil  she  was,  while  Mr.  Sancrofk 
thought  it  all  right  that  a  young  lady,  who  had  read  Shakspeare, 
should  quote  him  when  she  pleasedi 

"  I  was  lamenting  that  I  had  never  had  an  adventure,"  she 
went  on.  *'  My  horses  are  the  saiest  and  surest  of  that  prover- 
bially uncertain  race  of  quadrupeds,  and  my  passage  in  any  con- 
veyance whatever,  by  land  or  sea,  is  as  reliable  a  security  agamst 
mishap,  as  is  my  preisence  a  protection  to  the  building  that  covers 
me,  against  fire  or  tempest." 

''  Happy  indeed  will  be  the  mariner,  in  whose  vessel  you  deign 
to  embark,"  said  Mr.  Bancroft,  gallantly.  ''Fortune  does  not 
smile  so  constantly  upon  many  of  her  votaries.  I  have  had  some 
hair-breadth  escapes  from  loss  of  life  or  limb,  and  you,  Mr. 
Argyle,  have  been  even  nearer  the  land  of  shades.  You  recollect 
that  terrible  fall  from  your  horse  some  ten  years  ago  ?" 

"  I  have  an  indistinct  memory  of  having  been  the  spectator  of  a 
similar  accident,"  began  Katherine. 

She  paused,  in  dismay,  at  the  unaccountable  cloud  that  seemed 
literally  to  blacken  Malcolm's  countenance.  He  made  no  reply  to 
Mr.  Bancroft's  query  ;  only  looked  him  in  the  eye  for  an  instant ; 
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then,  bowing  sligbtlj  to  herself,  tnmed  away  and  mingled  with 
the  company. 

The  girl  hardly  knew  whether  to  be  hnrt  or  offended — and 
with  one  or  both  gentlemen.  She  was  helped  to  self-possession 
by  perceiymg  that  her  mother  stood  so  near  as  to  have  overheard 
the  conversation,  and  she  was  sure  that  it  would  have  been  ar- 
rested by  some  act  or  look  of  hers,  had  its  matter  or  ton^  been 
offensive  to  the  rules  of  good-breeding.  Avoiding,  with  delicate 
tact,  any  reference  to  Ms-lcolm's  abruptness,  she  quitted  the  theme 
they  had  been  discussing,  for  one  more  general  in  its  application, 
Mr.  Bancroft  obeyed  this  intimation  of  her  pleasure,  with  seeming 
alacrity,  and  exerted  his  utmost  arts  to  render  his  companion- 
ship acceptable.  He  was  a  man  of  great  shrewdness,  and'some 
native  talent ;  was  ambitious  and  cunning,  and»  scandal-mongers 
said,  a  fortune  hunter. 

In  this  last  capacity^  he  had  deliberately  meditated  an  attack 
upon  the  citadel  of  Miss  Eashleigh's  affections,  and  this,  his  first 
invitation  to  her  father's  house,  was  to  afford  opportunity  for  the 
bombardment  that  was  to  begin  the  siege.  His  impudent  rose 
had  driven  off  the  only  opponent  he  feared  as  a  rival.  He  had 
counted  upon  Malcolm's  aversion  to  him  as  an  auxiliary  in  getting 
rid  of  him,  should  ^e  be,  what  report  affirmed— merely  a  friend 
of  the  family,  and  his  unwonted  attentions  to  the  young  lady  be 
paid  at  bis  sister's  solicitation,  lliis  instant  abandonnient  of  his 
post  was  a  welcome  corroboration  of  Dame.  Rumor's  story,  and 
as  for  black  looks,  he  cared  not  a  rush  for  them,  nor  for  actual 
insult,  when  they  proceeded,  as  in  this  case,  from  a  quarter  in 
which  he  had  nothing  to  lose.  He  was  polite  and  rather  amusing, 
Katherine  decided  ;  but  her  instinct  detected  the  want*  of  the 
refinement  which  early  education  may  supply,  in  some  degree, 
where  Nature  has  not  bestowed  it,  and  the  manner  he  thought 
vivacious,  she  oljgected  to  as  pert.  She  wished  that  Mr.  Argyle 
had  not  looked  so  fierce,  had  not  left  her  to  be  entertained  by  a 
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man  00  mueh  his  inferior  in  every  respe(;t.  She  wondered  wbj  he 
had  changed  countenance  so  suddenly.  Probctbly,  there  was 
some  fend  between  the  two,  yet  surely,  it  \7as  neither  kind  nor 
gentlemanly  to  display  this  disl&e  so  plainly,  when  they  were 
both  her  father's  guests. 

This  train  of  speculation  and  unpleasant  feeling,  imparted  to 
her  face  a  more^  serious  cast  than  it  was  accustomed  to  wear,  and 
as  she  was  too  true  a  lady  to  ap()ear  abstracted^  Mr.  Sancroft 
drew  conclusions  of  his  own,  from  the  quiet  grace^  the  tempered 
liveliness,  with  which  she  attended  to  his  discourse.  He  devoted 
himself  to  her,  with  a  burr-like  pertinacity^  despite  hef  well-bred 
manoeuvres  to  shake  him  off,  or  to  drop  him,  in  her  course  from 
group  to  group  of  visitors,  and  finally  succeeded  in  his  project 
of  handing  her  into  dinner.  Katherine  seated  herself  very  com- 
posedly, and  allowed  him  to  take  the  next  chair  ;  but,  while  he 
was  rubbing  his  hands  under  the  table — a  boyish  demonstration 
of  glee  the  would-be  fine  gentleman  had  not  overcome — ^his  fair 
one  arose,  with  a  brief  "  excuse  me,"  and  tripped  off  to  the 
remote  end  Of  the  board. 

"  Mrs!  Hunter  I"  she  said,  in  persuasive  accents.  "  I  cannot 
let  yon  sit  in  this  draught.  Please  exchange  seats  with  me,  I 
shall  not  have  the  spirits  to  talk,  or  the  appetite  to  eat,  unless 
you  oblige  me  in  this." 

Up  got  Jessie,  in  terror  at  the  discovery  of  the  draught,  and 
pleasure  at  the  marked  consideration  for  her  health,  shown  by 
the  host's  daughter.  Poor  Jessie  I  such  attentions  were  rare 
now,  except  from  her  husband  I  And  while  Mr.  Hunter,  who 
had  escorted  his  own  wife  to  the  table,  conducted  her  to  the 
place  vacated  for  her,  Katherine  slipped  into  her  chair,  with 
the  benign  expression  of  one  fortified  by  the  consciousness  of 
having  performed  a  worthy  deed,  against  the  most  murderous 
draught  that  ever  stole  in  through  a  window,  on  a  summer  day. 

Mr.  Sancroft  was  not  out-generalled  without  protest. 


N  B  WB  8  18.  '    S88 

"  You  wotild'prefer  a  seat  by  your  wife,  I  know,  Mr.  Hunter  l** 
be  said,  jomping  up. 

The  merry  planter  laSi  his  hands  upon  his  shonlders,  and  he 
snnk,  it  seemed,  under  their  waght  alone.     ^ 

"  Sit  Btai,  Mr.  Bancroft  I  My  wife  was  thd  'belle  of  the 
county  when  I  married,  her,  and  she  has  not  forgotten  how  to 
chat  with  the  beau3(L  So,  go  ahead,  and  do  your  best  small 
talk  for  her  edification  I  I  will  console  myself  with  Miss  Rash- 
lei^h,  and  try  not  to  be  jealous." 

Tills  episode  in  the  feast,  transpiring,  as  it  did,  in  the  awkward 
pause  •  that  succeeds  the  bustle  of  seating  a  large  party,  was 
observed  by  all  in  the  room,  and  the  husband's  speech  provoked  a 
general  smile. 

"  I  do  not  promise  to  say  as  many  pretty  things  as  Sancroft 
does,  but  I  will  gradt  you  more  liberty  to  talk  to  other  people 
than  he  would  have  done,"  remarked  Mr.  Hunter  to  Katherine, 
as  he  resuned  his  seat. 

"  Painted  sugar-plums  are  well  enough  in  their  season,  but  if 
I  am  to  have  but  one  of  the  two,  I  like  substantial  edibles 
better,"  responded  she,  aside. 

The  meal  passed  off  handsomely,  as  regarded  the  rarious 
courses  of  dishes  ;  tolerably,  as  to  conversation  and  sociabSity. 
BriUiant  it  could  not  have  been,  with  Mrs.  Bashleigh  at  the 
head  of  one  table,  and  the  Colonel  at  the  foot  of  the  other. 
Mr.  Moreau  was  the  vis  &-vis  of  the  former,  and  Eleanor  presided, 
with  lofty  grace,  opposite  to  the  master  of  the  mansion.  The 
dinner  Itself  was  a  triumph  of  Miss  Nancy  Wilkinson's  culinary 
skill,  and  those  whose  current  of  thought  and  words  was  con- 
gealed by  the  un-American  stateliness  of  the  preceedings,  found 
abundant  consolation  in  the  unexceptionable  material  fare  pre- 
sented to  them. 

The  Colonel's  wines  were  one  of  his  hobbies,  and  hia  gentle- 
men guests  were  unanimous  in  their  approval  of  his  taAt.e,    It  is 
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to  be  hoped  that  these  were  not  the  only  attraction  that  detained 
them  in  the  dining-hall  after  the  ladies  left  them,  for  it  was  nearly 
dark  when  they  again  sought  the  drawing*room.  There  were 
lights  in  the  silrer  sconces  over  the  mantel,  and  in  the  tall  candle- 
sticks disposed  on  stands  around  the  apartment.  Katherine  was 
at  the  piano,  and  a  bery  of  girls  were  dancing  in  the  middle  of  the 
floor ;  the  elder  ladies  sittmg  by  as  spectators,  and  chatting  over 
their  own  and  their  neighbors'  concerns.  For  once,  the  dismal 
bam  of  a  place  was  cheerful ;  the  spell  of  its  gloomy  formality 
broken.  The  gentlemen  selected  partners,  without  delay,  and 
the  ring  of  dancers  was  doubled  in  circumference. 

Katherine's  piano  was  the  marvel  of  the  county,  and  her  play- 
ing decidedly  surpassed  that  of  aiiy  other  lady  in  her  circle  of 
associates.  Very  many  houses,  belonging  to  the  wealthy  and 
refined,  in  that  section  of  country,  boasted  no  musical  instrument 
other  than  the  spinning-wheel.  In  others,  lutes  and  spinnets 
furnished  practice  for  the  accomplished  daughters  and  music- 
loving  wives.  Some  of  the  girls,  whose  feet  kept  faultless  time 
to  ihe  ini|>iriting  reel,  had  never  heard  a  piano-forte  before,  and 
were  not  ashamed  to  confess  it.  Katherine  evidently  enjoyed  her 
music,  and  the  sight  of  the  dance,  and  her  happy  face  was  pleas- 
aBtto  behold.  Malcolm  drew  near,  and  stood,  without  address- 
ing  ber,  watching  her  busy  fingers. 

"  Why  are  you  not  on  the  floor,  Mr.  Argyle  ?"  she  inquired, 
looking  up  at  him. 

He  had  hoped  that  his  petulance — ^his  downright  rudeness—* 
was  forgiven  or  forgotten,  but  he  was  not  prepared  for  the  frank 
sweetness  of  her  manner,  which  said  that  he  had  lost  nothing  m 
her  esteem  by  his  behavior. 

**  I  am  hoping  to  obtain  you  as  a  partner,"  he  replied. 

"  I  am  sorry  that  your  patient  waiting  cannot  have  the  reward 
you  ask.  But  I  shall  not  dance  at  all  to-night.  It  is  mamma's 
request  that  I  should  devote  my  time  to  tlie  amusement  of  our 
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fiiends.  There  are  very  few  who  like  to  play  while  others  dance. 
I  do— -and  what  woald.be  an  act  of  self-denial  in  another,  is  c; 
pleasurable  datj  to  me.    Shall  I  select  a  partner  for  yon  again  ?" 

'^  No,  I  thank  yon — ^unless  yon  forbid  me  to  stand  here,  and 
participate  in  your  more  quiet  enjoyment  of  seeing  and  hearing. 
I  will. not  interrupt  you." 

"  You  cannot — ^by  talking  I  Hornpipes  and  reels  slip  of  their 
own  accord  from  my  fingers.  If  yoa  are  inclined  to  be  com- 
panionable, say  on  1" 

Malcolm,  had  to  bend  slightly  toward  her  to  make  himself 
heard.  "  Before  I  can  have  either  inclination  or  right  to  be 
'  companionable,'  I  must  be  certain  that  you  for^ve  the  unpar- 
donable manifestation  of  temper  of  which  you  were  the  witness 
before  dinner.'' 

"  Why  apologize  to  me  ?  I  was  not  the  object  of  your  dis- 
irfeasure." 

"  Mr.  Sancroft  expects  and  needs  no  explanation.  Of  his 
deserts  we  will  not  speak*  My  only  regret  is  that  I  forgot,  in  a 
moment  of  anger,  the  courtesy  due  to  yourself  in  your  own  house. 
That  I  do  regret  it  and  feel  humbled  in  the  recollection  of  my 
ungentlemanly  conduct  toward  you,  is  all  that  I  can  say  to  pal- 
liate the  ofifence." 

"  What  more  could  I  desire  ?  Never  giye  the  trifle  another 
thought,  for  I  shall  not.  If  yon  wish  to  make  an  enemy  of  me, 
your  sins  must  surpass  this  in  enormity  and  directness  of  appli- 
cation. A  little  faster,  did  you  say,  Mr.  Hunter  ?  Thank  you 
for  the  hint.  If  my  tune  or  time  does  not  suit  you,  do  not  hesi- 
ts^te  to  let  me  know.  Remember  that  I  am  playing  for  yon,  not 
you  dancing  for  me." 

The  nimble  fingers  swept  on,  and  Malcolm  gazed  down  upon 
them,  .with  a  strange,  sweet  happiness  rising  in  his  heart.  In 
that  atmosphere  of  music  and  light  and  mirth,  was  born  to  him, 
the  consciousness  of  his  manhood's  lovs.    He  could  no  longer 
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delade  himself  as  to  the  natare  of  the  sentiment  he  felt  for  Eathe- 
rine  Rashleigh.  He  had  called  her  a  child,  and  prated  soberlj 
to  himself  of  paternal  affection,  when  bis  heart  warmed  toward 
her ;  had  sought  in  her  resemblance  to  his  lowly  and  lamented 
friend,  the  solotioa  of  his  yearning  for  the  sight  of  her  coonte- 
nance,  the  sound  of  her  voice.  The  veil  was  tqm  away,  and  he 
knew  himself  to  be  the  date  of  feelings  whose  empijre  h^  had,  for 
ten  years,  laughed  to  scorn. 

It  is  a  moment  fhiught  wilii  solenm  delight — ^with  rapture, 
approximating  to  pain,  when  a  map,  whp  has  outUved  the  quick- 
growing,  shallow^ooted  lore  «f  the  boy,  first  acknowledges  to 
his  own  soul,  that  the  peace,  the  comfort,  the  jay  of  bis  whole 
being  depends  upon  another  ;  when  the  woman,  hitherto  only  a 
valued  acquaintance,  it  may  be,  a  comparative  stranger — ^is  ele- 
vated to  tha  throne  of  his  heart ;  sanctified  into  the  priestess  of 
its  most  holy  mysteries.  Malcolm  Argyle  experienced  more  than 
this.  It  was,  as  if,  by  a  miracle  of  mercy,  the  rocky  ceU  of  a 
hermit  who  had  died  to  the  world,  when,  for  him,  the  torch  of 
love  went  out,  were  suddenly  enlarged  and  beautified  into  the 
loveliest  of  earthly  abodes ;  peopled  with  the  hopes  and  the  loves 
that  made  the  dream-land  of  his  youth  a  fairy  realm  ;  i)ut  now 
as  2:^al,  as  present  and  as  perfect  as  were  those  visions  chimerical^ 
distant  and  vague.  How  it  had  come  to  pass,  and  how  it  was  to 
end,  he  did  not  question,  in  the  tremulous  joy  of  the  new  self- 
revelation.  He  but  realized  that  the  lonely,  blighted  life  derived 
solace  and  refreshment  from  the  young,  warm  heart  of  this  peer- 
less girl ;  that  the  stem,  cynical  second  nature  he  had  made  for 
himself  was  as  the  sculptor's  day  in  her  hands,  and  that  hencef or- 
wa^d,  under  Providence,  it  must  be  with  him  as  she  willed. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

Mbs.  Gabbinoton  spent  two  months  at  ber  father's,  and  in 
visiting  her  rdatives  and  friends  in  that  vt&utj;.  ^hen.  she 
returned  to  her.  homei  Eleanor  Morean  accompanied  her.  Mr. 
Selden's  plantation  was  coiitigooos  to  Mr.  Morean's,  and  the 
intimacy  of  the  early  play  fellows  was  renewed  with  a  fervor  that 
was  hardly  in  keeping  with  Marda's  quiet  temper,  or  the  indig- 
nation which  Eleanor  had*  ei^xressed,  and  was  supposed  to  have 
felt  at.  Miss  Selden's  enlpable  treatment  of  her  brother.  Bat  by- 
gones were  by-gones  with  them.  The  two  ladies  met  frequently  ; 
compared  notes  as  to  establishments,  husbands  and  children ; 
ezchaAged  fashions,  and  complained  of  their  servants.  Marcia 
remembered  her  girlhood  with  fondness,  if  not  with  r^ret,  and 
was  thankfnl  to  be  reinstated  in  Eleanor's  regard,  and  Mrs. 
Moreau  being  somewhat  jaded  by  household  cares,  and  wasted  ia 
flesh  ttotii  the  same  cause,  and  the  nurture  of  a  stout  baby,  was 
on  the  look-out  for  an  economical  and  commodious  visiting-plaoe, 
wherein  to  recruit  her  strength  and  good  looks*  She  took  hev 
youngest  along  with  her,  leaving  the  other  children,  three  in 
number,  to  the  general  superintendence  of  their  father  and  the 
particular  care  of  Sarah,  who  had  been  promoted  to  the  dignity 
of  "  Mammy  "  to  the  promising  brood.  The  change  of  air  and 
scene  was  beneficial  to  Mrs.  Moreau's  health,  and  that  of  her 
infant,  and  the  six  weeks  of  her  stay  sped  by  very  pleasantly. 
Mr.  Moreau  was  a  poor  correspondent.  Eleanor  had  insisted  upon 
one  epistle  per  week,  to  inform  her  of  the  children's  welfare  and 
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give  an  abstract  of  the  doings  at  home,  and  he  was  obedient  to 
the  letter  of  her  order,  without  tronbling  himself  to  write  jeie* 
miads  over  his  loneliness,  or  narrate  neighborhood  news. 

He  had  been  lonely,  however,  he  assured  her  on  the  afternoon 
of  her  return.  She  had  performed  the  homeward  journey  in  the 
company  of  an  old  gentleman  and  his  wife,  who  were  coming  in 
their  own  carriage  from  the  Garrington's  neighborhood,  to  see  a 
daughter  settled  near  the  court-house  of  Mrs.  Moreau's  native 
county.  The  weather  was  hot ;  the  toads  dusty ;  the  child 
peppered  with  prickly  heat,  and  as  cross  as — ^its  mother  I  Her 
neat,  cool  house,  swept  and  garnished  to  do  honor  to  its  mis- 
tress' coming  ;  her  children's  noisy  greetings,  and  her  husband's 
repeated  declarations  of  his  joy  at  havipg  her  back,  were  inade- 
quate to  allay  her  irritable  humor.  Mr.  Moreau  took  his  baby- 
daughter  from  the  weary  nurse,  and  sat  him  down  with  it,  like 
any  woman,  to  essay  the  soothing  process  which  had  been 
ineffectual  with  his  wife.  He  was  an  indulgent  parent,  and  the 
little  ones  loved  him  better  than  they  ^d  the  variable  and  cap- 
tious mother.  He  bathed  Baby  Nelly's  inflamed  face,  neck  and 
arms  with  milk-and-water,  powdered  her  gently,  and  called  on 
Sarah  for  a  clean  frock. 

"Sarah  is  busy,  waiting  on  me,  Mr.  Moreau.  If  you  will 
make  a  fool  of  yourself  with  that  child,  there  is  the  trunk  I  Get 
a  frock,  if  you  want  one,  and  cannot  wait." 

Mr.  Moreau  did  as  he  was  bid.  The  servants  were  too  usbd 
to  see  him  perform  such  offices  to  think  of  superseding  him  in  the 
self-imposed  task.  He  stripped  off  the  soiled,  creased  slip,  and 
arrayed  his  darling  in  one  of  white  linen,  spotless  and  smooth. 
Then,  he  brushed  her  matted  hair,  and  telling  her  that  she  was 
"her  papa's  ownty,  townty  daughter,"  fanned  her,  while  he 
rehearsed  the  wonderful  story,  on  her  pink  toes,  lof  the  "  little  pig 
that  went  to  market."  He  was  the  very  "  moral " — as  the  Irish 
say — of  a  patient  husband ;  a  pattern  of  amiability  his  better 
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half  might  have  copied,  with  signal  adraatage  to  herself  and 
familj.  He  mi^t  have  thonght-^as  any  othei^  man  would  have 
done-  in  his  place — ^her  temper  nnconscionablj  bad,  when  she 
must  see  that  erery  effort  had  been  made  to  seeoze  her  ease  and 
happiness,  and  that  she  onght  to  have  pretraded^.if^she  did  not 
feel  it,  some  gratification  at  rejoining  her  home-circle  after  so  long 
a  separation.  Bnt  he  said  nothing,  exo^t  to  Nelly,  imtil  sapper^ 
was  announced. 

It  was  addiaioQS  repast.  Eleanor,  reflected,  with  pride,  that 
she  had  seen  nothing  finer  of  its  kind,  during  her  absence,  and 
that  Marda-^let  Mr.  Oarrington  boast  as  he  might,  of  her  hoase- 
keeping — could  not  prepare  uijthing  to  equal  it,  if  the  Queen 
were  to  sup  with  her.  This  was  a  drop  of  oil  upon  the  ruffled 
waters^  and  their  subsidaaice,  thereafter,  was  marked,  although 
not  too  rapid. 

''What  nice  peaches  these  are  P  she  remarked,  gradouslj,  as 
her  husband  heaped  her  plate  and  pomred  the  thick,  j&low  cream 
over  the  fruit. 

"  They  are  from  Briarwood,"  responded  Mr.  Moreao.  "  Unde 
sent  oyer  a  bafket-fhll  to-day  as  a  present  to  you." 

''Ahl  that  was  thoughtfol  in  him — ^verykindl"  The  peaches 
melted  lusdously  in  her  mouth.  "How  are  they  all  at  Briar 
wood?" 

"  Very  weU." 

The  cadence  was  not  that  of  one  who  concludes  a  sentence;  but 
Mr.  Moreau,  after  a  perusal  of  his  wife's  clearing  countenance, 
apparently  deemed  it  best  to  rest  there  for  the  present.  He  dis- 
creetly barred  his  still  open  mouth  with  a  ppoonful  of  peaches,  and 
awaited  an  altogether  convenient  season  for  the  communication 
thus  stopped  midway. 

The  sun  had  just  disappeared  behind  the  woods  when  the  early 
meal  was  concluded.  The  air  was  dry,  and  there  was,  as  yet,  no 
dew  to  dampen  the  grass,  so  the  children  romped  and  rolled  in 
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the  ymrd,  and  Mr.  Morean  brought  a  conple  of  chairs  from  the 
house  and  set  them  agunst  the  trunk  of  a  ^gantic  walnatrtree, 
that  formed  the  principal  feature  of  the  place.  Then,  he  filled 
the  bowl  of  hie  pipe  ;  pressed  down  the  fragrant  weed  with  the 
handle  of  his  penknife ;  summoned  a  diminnttre  Eboe  to  bring 
him  a  coal  of  fire,  and  was  ready  for  a  matrimonial  tdte^^tdte. 

**  Carrington  has  a  first-rate  plantation,  I  suppose  V  he  said, 
by  way  of  impetus  to  his  wife's  tongue. 

It  was  called  a  fine  one,  Eleanor  admitted,  and  went  into  a 
detailed  description  of  it — the  number  of  acres  ;  the  proportion 
of  arable  land ;  the  facilities  for  irrigation,  and  other  it^ns  of 
information  that  bespoke  the  farmer's  wife. 

"  They  hare  had  workmen  in  the  house  all  summer,"  she  said, 
**  pulling  down  and  building  up  ;  and  it  will,  in  th|d  end,  be  quite 
handsome  and  conyenient.  Yet  I  do  not  think  that  Marda  hag 
bettered  her  fortunes  so  much  as  she  bellcTed  she  was  doing, 
when  she  jilted  Malcolm  for  Mr.  Carrington.  I  had  almost  as 
lief  have  Ben  Lomond  as  his  place  ;  and  there  is  no  comparison 
between  the  two  men.'* 

**  Indeed  I"  Mr.  Moreau  withdrew  his  pipe  from  his  lips  and 
hemmed  vigorously  ;  but  the  premonitory  signs  of  speech  ended 
in  smoke  and  a  sigh. 

"I  have  a  notion,"  continued  Eleanor,  complacently,  ''that 
Marcia  has  repented  her  bargain  many  a  time.  And  it  is  not 
surprising  that  she  should,  for  she  was  certainly  extremely  partial 
to  Malcolm  while  they  were  engaged.  It  was  all  Mrs.  Selden's 
work — breakbg  off  the  match.  She  was  afraid,  she  said,  that 
Malcolm  was  *  flighty,'  and  would  not  keep  the  estate  together 
after  pa's  death.  I  despise  a  mercenary,  manoeuvring  woman  1 
Marcia  conld  not  avoid  contrasting  her  two  suitors,  when  she 
was  here.  I  saw  it  in  her  manner,  whenever  she  was  in  company 
with  Malcolm,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  he  noticed  it,  too, 
and  took  a  malicious  pleasure  in  meeting  her.    Yon  recollect,  it 
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was  jnst  then  tliat  he  weat  abroad  so  mooh,  and  set  eyerybodj 
to  guessing  what  had  transfonned  him,  all  at  once,  into  a  ladies' 
man.  All  you  men  are  alike.  You  cannot  deny  yourselres  the 
glory  of'  a  triumph.  Malcolm  is  eccentric  in  some  respects,  bat 
he  has  the  foibles  of  his  sex.''  ^ 

Now  was  Mr.  Moreau's  time.  But  again,  resolution  exhaled 
in  a  puff  of  smoke,  so  dense  and  strong  that  it  curled  up  into  the 
lower, boughs  of  the  walnut-tree. 

"  Have  yon  heard  any  talk  oi  hard  tunes  in  H 7"  he 

asked. 

**  They  talk  of  nothing  else,  and  the  people  are  orazy  for  the 
war,  which  is  to  make  a  change,  one  way  or  the  other." 

"  So  they  say  here.  If  the  election  were  to  go  over  again, 
Eppes  would  stand  a  fair  chance  of  being  elected.  Men  are 
getting  rabid  under  the  money  pressure.  How.  we  are  to  lire,  if 
this  state  of  things  continues,  I  do  not  see." 

**  Are  you  more  straitened  than  you  hare  been  before  7" 
Interrogfi^ted  his  wife,  in  an  anxious  tone. 

^'' Straitened  I     I    am  cramped-— crushed — screwed  down  I" 
grinding  his  heel  into  the  sod  to  illustrate  his  meaning. 

''  I  do  not  understand  why  you  should  be.  You  have  no 
heavy  outlays  at  this  season,  and  proyisions  are  cheap,  when  our 
own  plantation  furnishes  them." 

"  We  don't  raise  sugar,  nor  coffee,  nor  tea." 
''  I  am  aware  of  that,  Mr.  Moreau  1" 

The  raised  key  in  which  she  interposed  tins  remark,  recalled  to 
the  forgetful  spouse's  mind  the  propriety  of  discontinuing  the 
habits  of  language  and  deportment  he  had  indulged  himself  in, 
5 J  way  of  yariety,  in  his  six  weeks'  holiday. 

«<  I  mean,  my  love,  that  there  are  incidental  expenses  all  the 
timCy  each  insignifictoit  in  itself,  but  swelling  the  total  into  a 
formidable  sum." 

**  Name  some  of  them,"  said  the  unrelenting  Eleanor. 
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"  Groceries,"  recommenced  Mr.  Morean. 

"  Yoa  had  enough  in  the  etore-room  to  last  until  I  g^t  back« 
You  and  Sarah  hare  been  too  extravagant !  I  knew  just  how  it 
would  be.    What  groceries  have  you  bought  ?" 

"  None,  my  dear.  Sarah  is  a  yerj  prudent  woman.  I  was 
speaking  of  expenses  that  would  yet  hare  to  be  met.  The 
winter's  clothing  mnst  be  {Hrovided,  pretty  voon,  too." 

"  When  cool  weather  comes,  we  will  think  of  that,"  said 
Eleanor,  philotophically. '  "  I  do  not  comprehend  how  debts  that 
you  may  be  obliged  to  contract  three  months  hence,  can  embar- 
rass you  now.  What  special  use  have  you  had  for  ready  money, 
of  late  ?" 

"None,  whatever,  my  love.  Oaly" — growing  pathetic — ^"it 
humbles  me  to  imagine  the  probability  of  ynur  being  compelled 
to  lieny  yourself  and  the  children,  in  dress  and  such  tirticles  of 
luxury  as  you  have  been  accustomed  to  enjoy.  I  do  not  mind 
hardship  for  myself." 

"  Oh,  well  1"  his  wife  condescended  to  comfort  him.  "  There 
is  no  telling  what  may  happen  to  help  us  along.  There  is  Uncle 
Bashleigh,  with  a  strong  box  full  of  British  gold,  who  win  pet- 
haps  give  or  lend  you  any  Eonall  amounts  you  may  require,  and' 
cannot  raise  elsewhere.  And  Malcolm  has  grown  more  friendly 
of  late.  I  don't  believe  he  would  refiise  to  get  you  out  of  a 
difficulty,  if  he  were  approached  in  the  right  way.  What  he 
does  with  his  money  I  cannot  imagine,  unless  he  is  hoarding  it 
up.  If  we  can  ingratiate  ourselves  with  him,  our  children  will 
be  provided  for,  and  the  prospects  are  promising  for  this  at 
present." 

''He  may  have  a  family  of  his  own,"  said  Mr.  Morean, 
watching  a  cloud  sailing  in  the  zenith,  and  speaking  very  indiffe- 
rently. 

*'  Yes,  and  the  sky  may  falL    A  confirmed  old  bachelor  ia 
the  hardest  bemg  in  creation  to  cure  of  his  own  notions,  aiiid 
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Malcohn's  disposition  is  as  stabborn  as  stabborn  can  be.  His 
lore  affair  with  Marda  has  soured  him  to  snch  an  extent,  that  no 
amount  of  sweet  words  and  smiles  will  ever  win  his  heart.  He 
told  me  once,  that  he  woald  cut  his  throat  sooner  than  risk  his 
happiness,  the  second  time,  in  a  woman's  keeping." 

"  He  may  change  his  mind,"  observed  Mr.  Morean,  stretching 
his  body  to  one  side,  that  his  eyes  might  follow  the  progress  of 
the  fleecy  vapor  floating  toward  the  west. 

''And  you  wUl  npset  your  diair,  if  yqm  tilt  it  in  that  ridk^n- 
loQS  manner  1"  said  Eleanor,  tartly.  "  Yon  might  pay  me  the 
compliment  of  seeming  to  listen,  while  I  am  talking.  My  t(Higae 
has  not  annoyed  you  much  lately." 

"Yoor  tongne  nevef  annoys  me,  my  dear.  You  were 
speaking  of  your  brother,  and  the  likelihood  of  his  marriage." 

''  The  certainty  of  his  singlehood,  yon  mean.  You  are  doll 
this  evening,  Mr.  Morean.  I  am  exerting  myself  to  entertain 
you,  after  my  fatiguing  journey,  and  you  have  not  said  a  word, 
except  to  croak  about  hard  times,  by  way  of  raising  my  spirits. 
Is  there  no  news  in  the  county?  Do  wake  up,  and  tell  me 
something  to  keep  me  alive  1" 

"  I  have  heard  but  one  piece  of  news,  my  love."  Mr.  Moreau's 
fingers  shook,  as  he  refilled  his  pipe.  ''  That  has  created  quite  a 
grtir  in  the  community.  They  say  that  your  brother  is  going  to 
be  married." 

"  They  do  I  And  you  call  that  news  I  This  is  certainly  the 
hundredth  time  I  have  heard  it.  Who  is  the  happy  woman  in 
this  latest  edition  P' 

«  Our  cousin,  Eatherine  Eashleigh." 

«'  Because  he  danced  with  her  twice  at  our  party,  and  out  of 
civility  to  Colonel  Kashleigh,  accepted  an  invitation  to  the  dinner 
at  Briorwood  I  A  smaller  spark  has  kindled  a  hotter  fire  tlian 
this  before  now.  Why,  she  is  a  chit  of  a  girl,  hardly  out  of  the 
Bcbool-room — and  he  old  enough  to  be  her  father  I" 
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"  So  I  told  Sancroft "- 


"  Sancroft  1  what  business  is  it  of  his  ?" 

"  lie  would  like  to  get  her  himself,  I  fancy ;  but  b  by  no 
means  so  confident  of  success  as  he  would  be,  were  it  not  that 
her  mind  is  divided  by  two  suits  at  the  same  time/' 

**  Colonel  RAsbleigh  will  hardly  bestow  his  only  child  upon  a 
lawyer  who  has  a  reputation  and  a  fortune  to  make  for  himselfl 
He  will  look  higher." 

"  That  is  Sancrofb's  fear  ;  but  if  he  can  get  on  the  blind  side 
of  the  old  folks,  he  will  make  Malcolm  tug  for  his  prize,  I 
can  tell  you.  He  has  the  cunning  and  the  daring  of  the  Old 
Serpent — Sancroft  has  I" 

"  You  are  complimentary  to  your  boon  companion.  But  upon 
what  evidence  do  you  and  he  ground  the  belief  that  Malcdm 
thinks  enough  of  the  prize,  to  *  tug '  for  it,  as  you  elegantly 
express  it  ?" 

"  He  is  over  at  Briarwood  twice  or  three  times  a  week  ;  goes 
and  comes  when  he  likes,  quite  like  one  of  the  family.  That,  of 
itself,  looks  suspicious  in  a  man  who  visits  nowhere  else.  Then, 
Katharine's  horse  went  stone-blmd  about  the  time  you  left  us, 
and  Malcolm  crossed  the  river  himself  to  see  Hunter,  and  per- 
suade him  to  sell  uncle  that  fine  bay  of  his,  Omar,  which  he 
bought  from  Molcolm  lost  summer.  And  as  Eatherine's  groom 
is  not  thought  altogether  trustworthy,  Malcolm  offered  his  ser- 
vices as  her  attendant,  until  she  should  have  tested  her  new  horse, 
and  he  have  become  acquainted  with  her  touch  and  voice.  They 
ride  out  together,  nearly  every  day.  But  I  don't  say  they  are 
going  to  be  married — ^mind  you  I  Only  people  will  talk,  you 
know." 

'*  This  is  a  singular  story,"  said  Eleanor,  thoughtfully.  "  Mal- 
colm's conduct  is  really  extraordinary,  and  ought  to  be  inquired 
into." 

She  had  coveted  his  property  so  hopefully  and  so  long,  for 
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herself  and  heirs,  had  «rgaed  so  plansiblj.for  the  perpetniiy  of 
his  celibacy,  that  she  had  become  a  firm  belieyer  in  her  theory, 
and  resented  anything  that  threatened  its  stability,  as  an  infringe- 
ment of  her  ownership.  Seen  in  this  light,  the  reported  c(»iduct 
of  Malcolm  and  Katherine  was  reprehensible  in  the  highest 
degree — a  wanton  tampering  with  the  sacred  rights  of  another, 
and  that  other  an  absent  person.  This  was  not  the  purport,  in 
words,  of  her  reasoning,  bnt  it  was  its  yirtoal  snbstanee. 

*'  Perhf^,''  she  added,  reluctant,  doubtless,  to  conrict  her 
brother  and  her  husband's  cousin  of  such  base  want  of  princi- 
ple, '-perhaps  Malcolm  pays  court  to  the  daughter  for  the 
father's  sake."  • 

For  the  first — and  we  are  credibly  informed — the  last  and  only 
time  in  his  life,  Mr.  Moreau  langhed  in  his  lady-wife's  face. 

"  Why  should  he  court  the  Colonel  ?  They  are  as  unlike  aa 
bkck  and  white  ;  have  not  two  ideas  or  feelings  in  common,  and 
Malcolm  cannot  hope  to  wheedle  the  old  gentleman  into  making 
him  his  heir,  if  he  cared  for  money — ^which  he  doesn't.  The  way 
to  get  the  estate  is  to  take  the  daughter  along  with  it,  for  she 
will  have  most,  if  not  the  whole  of  it.  As  to  being  neighborly, 
Malcolm  is  as  independent  as  a  king  toward  everybody  else 
about  here  ;  asks  no  favors,  and  wastes  no  civilities.  I  don't  see 
why  he  should  single  out  my  uncle,  to  spend  his  politeness  upon. 
I  am  sure  it  is  not  through  love  for  us ;  for  me,  at  any  rate. 
But  I  don't  say  they  are  going  to  be  nuoried  I" 

"  You  say  they  are  together  every  day  ?" 

"  Almost  every  day,  my  dear !"  corrected  the  husband,  gently. 

"Is  this  hearsay,  or  have  you  seen  it  for  yourself  7"  questioned 
Eleanor,  waxing  sharper  with  each  interrogatory. 

"  I  have  seen  them  several  times,  but  heard  of  them  oftener. 
Bancroft  says" 

"  Never  mind  Sancrofb  1  Where  and  when  did  you  see  them 
Jn  company  ? — ^what  were  they  doing  7  and  how  did  they  look  7"  ^ 
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Mr.  Morean  replied  promptly,  bat  weighed  euch  syllable,  as  he 
went  along. 

"  I  met  them  in  the  road  through  the  Ben  Lomond  woods, 
yesterday  afternoon,  at  half-pa^  six  o'clock.  They  were  pacing 
their  horses  at  an  ea«y  gait ;  the  groom  was  a  hundred  yards 
behind  them.  Katherine  looked  very  pretty ;  Malcolm  looked 
rery  attentire,  and  they  both  looked  as  contented  as — ^two  kit- 
tens I"  concloded  he,  helped  to  the  simile  by  the  opportune  scam- 
per of  a  young  grimalkin  acroes  the  lawn,  in  chaw  of  the 
children. 

**  Robert  Moreau  I  hare-  you  no  affection  for  your  children  t 
no  respect  for  your  wife  P'  • 

"  Qood  gracious,  my  lore  !  what  has  happened  ?" 

"  You  may  see  a  deal  of  wit  in  answering  my  questions  in  that 
flippant  style,  sir  ;  but  the  day  may  come  when  you  will  wish  you 
had  viewed  the  subject  with  my  eyes.  I  tell  you,  if  Malcolm,  at 
his  age,  is  meditating  the  outrageous  folly  of  marrying  a  cbild-^ 
a  baby-faced  creature,  like  Katherine  Rashleigh,  a  girl,  without 
one  atom  of  dignity — who  is  always  saying  and  doing  odd  things 
— it  will  be  no  laughiqg  matter  to  us  !" 

"  I  douH  say  they  are  to  be  married,  my  dear  I"  reiterated 
poor  Moreau,  the  joints  of  his  knees  loosening,  as  her  wrath 
heightened. 

"  You  intimated  your  belief  in  the  tale  I  I  had  hoped  that 
years  had  taught  Malcoln»>  wisdom  1"  Eleanor  fumed  on. 

"  My  precious  I  may  you  not  be  mistaken  about  his  age  7"  said 
the  unlucky  Benedict.  "  Men  often  marry  at  forty,  or  even  at 
fifty — and  your  brother  told  me  with  his  own  lips,  that  he  was 
just  thirty.  And  that  makes  him  my  junior  by  five  years — and 
yours,  by  two  1" 

It  is  needless  to.  repeat  the  tirade  that  attended  upon  this  ill- 
tuned,  and  to  the  lady's  notion — indelicate  computation.  It  may 
be  that  it  would  likewise  be  impolitic;  lest,  in  so  doing,  we  might 
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« 

betray  our  familiaritj  with  the  species  of  domestic  oratory, 
attribated  to  high-spirited  wedded  women,  from  the  time  when 
the  distracted  Thane  of  Cawdor  mshed  to  regicide  and  to  rain, 
to  escape  his  wife's  tongae;  to  otir  generation,  when  the  most 
brilliant  wit  of  his  day  courted  immortality  in  the  hearts  of 
afflicted  husbands,  in  his  and  all  fatnre  ages,  by  writing  "  Candle 
lectnres.'^ 

We  merely  recoont^  to  gratify  the  loyers  of  the  "  heroic  in  com- 
mon life,"  that  the  es^ingnished  Morean  stuck  to  his  text  to  the 
bitter  end — ^his  last  articulate  observatioa  that  night  being  a 
feeble  and  spiritless  dlsclaime^^"  I  don't  say  they  art  to  be  mar- 
ried, my  dear.'' 

While  this  lively  matrimonial  conference  was  in  progress,  Mal- 
eolm  and  Katherine  were  retnrning  firom  their  afternoon  ride 
through  the  wooded  road.    Let  them  set  off  from. home  in  what- 
ever direction  they  might,  they  were  apt,  in  the  coarse  of  the 
ezemraon,  to  tnni  into  this  beautifiil  and  secluded  ronte.  Neither 
avowed  any  reason  for  the  choice,  other  than  the  attractive  fea- 
tures of  the  way — flying  as  it  did,  through  the  magnificent  forest 
wliose  trees  were  coeval  with  races  dead  centuries  ago;  leading 
OTer  hills  and  through  many  a  romantic  glade,  with  its  thickets 
of  wild  flowers  and  silver  streamlet.     But  it  was  impossible  that 
each   should   not  be  aware  of  his  or  her  ulterior  motive  for 
frequenting  the  scene  of  their  early  acquaintance ;  of  the  awk- 
ward adventure  that  waa  the  unlikely  prelude  to  so  much  of  beauty 
and  happiness ;  and  that  feeling  this,  and  divining  the  other's 
gympathetic  thought,  the  eye  should  be  more  soft,  the  voice  more 
low  and  mellow,  the  heart  beat  full  and  fast  in  the  reverie  that 
l^witched  them  Into  silence  that  was  not  stillness,  or  into  long, 
confidential  talks — ^how  confidential  neither  knew  then.    It  was 
connnnnion  such  as  heart  can  hold  with  heart,  only  when  both 
fQXfpet,  while  using  it,  that  the  tongue  is  the  medium  of  converse. 
jSjb  nsnal,  common  report  had  outstripped  the  truth  in  proclaim 
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itig  the  betrothtnent  of  these  two.  The  ralir-glorioas  confidence 
and  rashness  of  puerile  passion  wonld  not  hare  been' in  harmony 
with  the  earnest  deroUon  that  had  its  foundation  in  the  Tcrj 
depths  of  Malcohn's  sonL  His  was  the  lore  that  enriches  its 
object  bejond  any  other  earthly  treasure  ;  the  undivided  gift  of 
a  tme,  mimly  heart ;  the  tenderness  of  a  nature,  as  strong  as 
tender.  Bnt  the  might  of  this  love  taught  him  humility  and  cau- 
tion. While  he  sought  her  society  openly,  and-  woidd  have 
scorned  the  suggestion  that  his  attentions  were  committing  him 
beyond  recall — as  intimating  the  possibility  that  he  might  change 
his  purpose,  he  guarded  scrupulously  against  the  temptation  to  a 
premature  declaration  of  feelings  she  might  not  be  prepared  to 
reciprocate.  Would  she  ever  be  f  Was  the  inquiry  that  occar 
sioned  him  most  disquiet.  He  rated  his  years  nearly  according  to 
his  sister's  calculation,  and  when  he  remembered  that  the  period, 
foreshortened  by  a  backward  glance,  lengthens  into  an  indefinite, 
because  untried  futurity,  when  anticipated,  his  fears  mnlt^Eed. 
A  less  modest  man  would  have  believed  the  mirror  and  friends, 
whose  verdict  upon  his  appearance  coincided  with  his  own  know- 
ledge of  unimpared  vigor  and  health  ;  a  timid  lover  would  have 
shrunk  appalled  at  the  dozen  years'  dilTerence  in  age,  and  aban- 
doned the  field  to  a  more  youthful  suitor.  Malcolm  determined 
that  the  success  which  proverbially  attends  the  resolute  and  the 
wary  should  be  his.  As  the  reward  of  his  delicate  forbearance, 
he  saw  the  evident  ripening  of  the  girl  into  the  woman  ;  the  rivu- 
let, with  its  dancing  ripples,  deepen  and  expand  into  the  river ; 
saw  thought  taking  precedence  of  impulse  ;  feelings  and  antici- 
pations, unknown  before,  lending  sweet  and  holy  gravity  to  her 
demeanor  in  their  interviews. 

From  one  point  of  their  ride,  near  the  entrance  to  the  woods, 
they  had  a  view  of  the  Ben  Lomond  house,  framed  in  a  vista  of 
trees.  By  tacit  consent,  they  paused  to  look  at  it.  The  win- 
dows were  like  burnished  gold  in  the  sun's  rays;  the  dark  pOe  of 
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t^oMisgs  had  an  aut  of  peaoefol  repose,  and  tiia  enyironiiig  oot- 
tagos  and  green  fields  sloping  down  from  it,  made  up  a  picture  of 
rural  beautj  that  ealled  forth  an  admiring  exclamation  from 
Eatherine. 

''  The  sitnation  is  well  chosen,  and  the  sanahine  InTests  the 
landscape  with  its  own  duurms/'  said  Malcolm,  in  lepij.  "  Still, 
I  think  with  yon  that  it  isafineold  homestead,  and  $37  attachment 
to  it  is  great." 

**  Yon  were  bom  there— were  you  not  V 

^*  Tes,  and  passed  there  a  happy  boyhood.  I  have  explored 
CYery  nook  on  the  place  ;  know  cTCiy  tree  in  the  woods — I  waa 
about  to,  say,  every  fish  in  the  creek.  My  grandparents  and  my 
parents  lie  in  the  burying^ound,  nnder  that  grore  of  cedan  to 
the  light,  and  there  I  hope  to  rest,  when  my  appointed  day 
comes."  .    * 

SLath^rine  gazed  with  moistened  eye  at  the  quiet  old  house  on 
the  hill,  seeming  to  keep  watch  over  the  surrounding  coimtry, 
and  thought  what  a  serene  asylum  it  looked  for  helpless  infancy 
and  declining  age. 

**  I  belieye  that  my  local  attachments  are  naturallytenacious," 
she  said  ;  "  but  I  have  never  lived  in  any  one  home  long  enough 
to  learn  to  love  it  very  dearly.  I  have  been  a  waif,  all  my  ffife. 
Mamma's  health  has  compelled  us  to  make  many  changes  of 
residence.  Ton  must  have  remarked  pica's  extreme  fondness 
for  her.  His  soul  is  bound  up  in  her  welfare  ;  and  radically 
English  as  are  his  predilections  of  heart  and  taste,  he  has  never 
murmured  at  any  proposed  removal,  that  could  be  of  the  slightest 
possible  benefit  to  her.  Several  times,  within  my  recollection, 
his  friends  have  strenuously  opposed  his  acting  upon  the  advice 
of  the  various  physicians  who  declared  that  she  could  not  live  in 
England,  and  advised  travelling  as  the  most  likely  means  of  her 
restoration,  but  he  held  on  his  way.  At  last,  like  many  other 
migratory  birds,  we  found  pur  way  across  the  Atlantic.    Most 
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dncerely  do  I  tnist,  that  this  is  our  last  nnnre.  I  am  sad  at 
heart,  sometimes,  when  I  reflect  that  this  constant  shiftiajp  of  the 
scenes  of  mj  childhood,  has  robbed  me  of  the  meteiories  that 
appear  to  be  so  dear  to  most  people.  I,  have  the  most  tantliliztng 
recollections  of  my  infancy,  up  to  the  time  which  we  spent  in  Paris. 
It  may  amnse  you,  but  I  could  weep  when  I  tell  you  that  in  the 
two  yeara  we  passed  there,  I  forgot  my  mother-tongue — all 
except  some  half-erdozen  pet-names,  which  the  traditional '  Bessy ' 
npiust  hare  taught  me.' "  -      ^ 

*'  And  cannot  your  mother  or  Mrs.  Hdt  asaist  you,  in  giving 
form  to  your  floating  visions  ?'' 

''Mamma  has  ne^er  encouraged  me  to  speak  of  old  tunes. 
Indeed,  she  seems  averse  to  answering  my  questions,  and  Mnu 
Holt  entered,  our  famOy  after  our  return  to  England,  when  I 
was  eight  years  old. 

**  One  circumstance  of  my  early  life  made  a  powerful  impression 
on  my  mind,  and  yet,  I  recall  it  by  snatches,  with  dark  gaps 
between  the  firagments — such  leaps  as  one's  imagination  makes  in 
dreams.  It  is  of  a  severe  illness  which  papa  had,  at  some 
strange  place,  while  we  were  travelling.  Mamma  was  with  him 
a  great  deal,  I  suppose,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  I  ran  about  bare- 
footed and  bareheaded,  with  four  or  five  other  children,  who  did 
not  treat  me  well,  and  that  their  mother  was  a  harsh,  cross  woman, 
with  a  loud  voice,  of  whom  I  stood  in  deadly  terror.  Then  came 
another  gap— and  one  happy  morning,  when  mamma  told  me 
that  papa  wished  to  see  me.  I  was  frantic  with  joy,  for  some 
mischievous  or  cruel  persons  had  made  me  believe  that  he  was 
dead.  Mamma  arrayed  me  in  a  pretty  dress,  which  she  said  he 
had  given  me,  and  led  me  downstairs,  and  there  I  saw  the 
'  papa,'  whom  I  recollected  as  a  handsome  man,  with  dark  curls, 
and  thin  and  pale,  from  long  confinement  to  his  bed — ^now  so 
altered  that  I  did  not  know  him.  I  pulled  away  from  the  old 
gentleman  with  grey  hair,  who  wanted  to  kiss  me,  and  screamed 
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•that  he  was  not  my  father.  Mamma  sotted  and  he  coaxed, 
and  at  length,  I  waft  indnced  to  listen  to  reason.  Then^I  awoke 
from  sleep  to  find  myself  rolling  and  pitching  in  a  ship  upon  the 
ocean,  and  a  fit  of  sea-dcknees  effaced  erery  other  reminiscence 
of  tfee  Toyage." 

"  Which  was,  no  doubt;  only  tlM  trip  across  the  Channel  on 
yonr  way  to  Trance/'  sold  Malcolm.  **  Children  hare  the  most 
nnreliiible  notions  o(  time  and  t^mce.  Ton  most  hare  had  rather 
a  lonely  life/'  he  resmned,  when  they  had  ridden  on  a  little  further. 

There  was  somethmg  forlorn  in  her  pointed  dhildish  reminis- 
cences. Nor  conld  he  nnderstiand  the  neglect  which  had  sub- 
jected the  child  of  wealthy  parents  to  the  low  associations  and 
petty  tyranny  die  sketched,  eyen  by  sn]qK>8ing  that  her  father's 
illness  had  occurred,  as  she  stated,  while  tliey  were  trayeiling. 
However  exemplary  Mrs,  Bashleigh  plight  have  been,  as  a  wife 
and  nnrse,  her  tender,  sensitiTe  daoghter  was  slighted,  and  soifered 
in  consequence. 

**  Lonely  1"  Katherine  clasped  her  hands  passionately,  and 
raised,  to  him  a  look  so  intmsely  sad^  that  it  pierced  his  heart. 
"  Yon  cannot  enter  into  the  meaning  of  the  word,  for  yon  haye 
always  '  dwelt  among  your  own  people/  I,  in  whose  ears  it  has 
knelled,  since  my  babyhood  ;  who  haye  sobbed  myself  to  sleep 
repeating  it,  and  felt  it  fail  upon  my  ^irit — a  load  of  ice  1  with 
the  eariiest  waking  thought — ^Jcan  tell  yon  how  that  little  word 
makes  a  desert  of  a  crowded  dty  ;  a  fbast  of  death  of  the  gayest 
party  ;  how  it  conyerts  wealth  into  a  cruel  mockery  ;  the  tones 
of  flattery  into  hateful  discords  1  It  is  not  always  that  I  feel 
thus,  for  I  was  endowed  by  Providence,  with  an  elasticity  of, 
temperament  that  resists  care— and  when  forced  to  bow,  retains 
the  power  to  rise  when  the  pressure  is  removed.  But  I  often, 
often  smile  and  sing,  when  I  am  ready  to  throw  myself  in  the 
dust  and  weep  my  life  away — when  my  wild  cry  to  heaven  is — 
'Why  hast  Thon  made  a  worm  to  suffer  torture  like  this  1'" 
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The  great  tean  dropped  Cut  and  thidilj  upon  Omar'41  maiief 
as  she  bent  her  head  upon  her  breast.  Had  she  looked  up,  «t 
that  moment,  the  tenor  of  mnch  of  her  after4ife  might  have  been 
different.  Makohn's  yeaming,  fervent  soul  was  in  his  eyes  and 
face,  and  before  he  bethought  himself  of  expediency  or  aught 
else  besides  the  impulse  to  fold  the  wanderer  to  his  heart,  and 
bid  her  rest  thore  forsTer,  his  hand  was  upon  her  bridle.  Wi^ 
all  the  power  of  man's  resol?e,  he  qudled  the  rising  emotion,  ere 
she  recovered  sdf-command. 

"  Do  not  think  me  rebellious  or  weak,  Mr.  Argyle  1"  she  said, 
pleadingly.  **  You  listen  too  patiently  to  my  discurnve  talk — 
inrite  my  confidence  to  persnasiTely — and  if  I  forget  myself 
sometimes,  you  must  share  the  blame  with  my  impetuous  disposi- 
tion. It  needs  curbing  and  pruning  woefully.  But  please 
remember  that  I  never  had  a  fnend  before— one  of  my  own,  such 
as  you  have  kindly  offered  to  be,  and  I  have  not  learned  yet  how 
to  make  a  right  use  of  him,  without  imposuDg  upcm  his  indul< 
gence." 

''  He  hopes  to  teach  you,  some  day,  what  use  he  would  have 
you  make  of  him,  Eatherine,"  was  the  r^ly. 

No  interpretation  was  solicited  and  none  offered.  In  the  silent 
twi%ht  of  the  forest  aisle,  it  seemed  as  if  the  fast  heart-beats 
must  be  audible  and  intelligible  to  one  another.  Yows  more 
definite  and  more  binding  might  be  hereafter  exchanged  ;  but  in 
the  ^irit-history  of  each,  the  solemn,  beautiful  sanctuary  of 
Nature  was  recorded  as  the  place  of  their  plighting. 
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CHAPTER  XXL 

A  SABDLB-HOBSB  was  beiBg  led  away  to  tbe  stables  as  Malcolm 
and  Eatheme  approaeiied  the  door  of  Briarwood  ;  a  fat,  slow 
steed,  which  Malcohn  identified  as  belongkig  to  the  elder  San- 
croft. 

"  I  cannot  come  in  this  eyening,"  he  said,  in  reply  to  Kathe- 
rine's  modest  invitation.    **  Bat  I  will  see  yon  again  very  dooo." 

"  Colonel  Bashleigh  will  be  disappointed,  Mr.  Argyle.  He 
promised  himself  the  pleasure  of  your  company  at  sapper.'' 

It  was  Mrs.  Bashleigh's  Toice,  and  she  came  forward  to  the 
porch  from  the  gathering  gloom  of  the  hall.  Her  manner  was 
formal,  yet  it  was  an  icy  approach  to  cordiality,  that  Malcolm 
had  never  seen  in  her  before,  and  which  to<^  him  now  by  snr- 
piise. 

"  I  thaDk  yon,  madam,  bnt  will  yon  be  so  good  as  to  present  my 
excuse  to  him  ?  He  has  another  visitor,  I  p^ceive,  and  he  will 
probably  be  engaged  with  business  matters  thronghont  this 
evening.  I  shall  do  myself  tha  honor  of  waiting  npon  him  some 
time  when  he  is  more  at  leisnre." 

'*  That  tiresome  Mr.  Sancroft  here  again  I"  mattered  Kathe- 
rine,  on  her  way  upstairs  to  change  her  dress. 

''  Yon  do  not  like  him^  then  V*  said  her  mother,  close  behind 
her. 

Katherine  laughed.  "  I  did  not  know  yon  were  there,  mamma  I 
If  liiy  solOoquy  was  disrespectful  to  the  knight  of  the  eyebrows, 
yon  must  excuse  me  on  the  score  of  unaccountable  antipathy. '   T 
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suppose  it  is  wrong  Bince  papa  knows  and  t^]^t8  him,  bnt  I  cannot 
beaf  the  man's  looks  I" 

They  were  at  her  chamber,  and  Mrs.  Rashleigh  went  in  with  h^r 

"  It  does  seem  unreasonable  to  distrust  a  man  because  you  do 
not  admire  his  eyebrows,"  she  said,  seating  herself  as  if  wearied 
by  the  ascent  of  the  stairs. 

"  Oh,  that  is  not  all !"  exclaimed  Katherine,  confusedly.  "  I 
am  not  quite  so  childish  as  that.  His  black  eyes  are  so  cunumg, 
and  his  endless  talks  such  a  conglomeration  of  nauseous  compli- 
ments and  business  items  and  inquisitiTeness,  that  he  impresM 
me  most  disagieeably.  You  haye  neyer  met  him,  I  beliere, 
mamma  ?" 

*^  He  has  been  here  but  twice  at  meal-times,  and  on  both  occa- 
sions I  was  confined  to  my  room.  I  intend  going  down  to  supper 
to-night." 

"  You  will  not  like  him  P  said  Katherine,  in  a  confident  tone, 
and  proceeding  with  her  toilet.  "  His  eyebrows  will  gire  you  a 
nervous  turn.    They  hare  St,  Vitus 's  dance  in  its  worst  type.* 

''Does  the  son  share  in  the  antipathy  you  profess  to  feel 
against  the  father  7"  inquired  Mrs.  Kashleigh. 

"  I  can  assign  better  reasons  for  my  want  of  appreciation  of  his 
fascinating  qualities,  yet  I  can  better  endure  his  conrersation." 

"  So  Mrs.  Holt  thinks  1" 

"  Madam  I"  said  Katherine,  wheeling  around  from  the  mirror. 

Mrs.  Kashleigh  smiled  ;  a  gleam  that  had  a  faint  touch  of  her 
daughter's  archness. 

**  Mrs.  Holt  has  confided  to  me,  in  the  discharge  of  her  official 
duties,  her  impression  that  Mr.  Sancroft  contemplates  becoming 
a  suitor  for  Miss  Bashleigh's  hand,  and  that  Miss  Rashleigh  is 
not  insensible  to  Mr.  Sancroft's  merits." 

Katherine  colored  almost  angrily,  and  then,  detecting  the  lurk- 
ing smile  about  her  mother's  mouth,  burst  into  a  hearty  il-  of 
laughter. 
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''  How  ridicti^iis  1  Who  could  haVe  Htnast  sach  a  fmey  into 
the  poor,  dear  lady's  brain  !    It  nerer  crept  there  of  itaelf  1" 

'^  She  sees  nothing  absurd  in  the  fimcj,  or  in  the  mutual  pre- 
ference it  asserts/'  answered  her  mother. 

''  And  do  not  70a?  I  admire  Mr.  Bancroft  I  /  permit  the 
addresses  of  a  man  whom  I  neither  iike  nor  respect  1  a  pert,  con- 
sequential, selfish  attomej  I" 

**  Ton  forget,  that  there  is  no  profieassion  in  Hob  conntrj  more 
honoraUe  than  that  of  the  law  ;  none  that  leads  mcne  directly  to 
fiame,  and.fireqaently.to  wealth.'' 

"  A  lawyer  is  a  different  creature  from  a  pettlfo^er  1'^  retnmed 
Katherine,  cnrling  her  pretty  lip. 

"  We  will  not  qoarrd  aboat  terms.  Only,  do  not  confound 
the  profession  with  the  practitioner.  I  may  assure  Mrs.  Holt, 
then,  that  she  need  not  trouble  herself  to  be  circumspect  in  con- 
yersing  of  our  gentleman  visitors — ^Mir.  Bancroft,  particularly — 
that  you  are  heart-firee  7" 

Katherioe  drew  baek  from  the  window  that  let  in  the  glow  of 
the  crimson  West,  as  she  replied :  "  Refer  Mrei,  Holt  to  me.  I 
think  that  I  can  speedily  conrince  her  of  the  baseless  nature  of 
h,er  surmises — ^whether  borrowed,  or  of  her  own  manufacture." 

It  may  have  been  the  lingering  effects  of  this  conTersation  that 
painted  Katherine's  cheeks,  when  she  joined  the  family  and  liir. 
Bancroft  at  the  table.  Mr.  Bancroft's  hair  was  snow-white, 
but  bushy  still ;  his  smile  was  as  constant,  his  eye  as  sharp 
and  his  eyebrows  were  as  indefatigable  as  they  had  been  in  his 
prime. 

''  Most  happy  to  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you,  madam  I' 
he  said,  cnngingly  to  Mrs.  Bashleigh.  "Colonel  Bashleigh 
informs  me  that  your  valuable  health  is  improving  in  our  salubri- 
ous dimate.  Health  is  a  boon  which  none  of  us  rightly  value 
ontil  wa  are  deprived  of  it,  Mrs.  Bashleigh.  My  lamented  part- 
ner was  delicate  for  some  years  before  her  decease,  and  this  dr« 
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camfltonoe  .remtere  im  more  sympathiztiig  toward  others,  who 
are  similarly  afflioted,  Colonel  Rasbleigh." 

Mrs.  RashkigU  listened  with  an  onmored  conntenanGe,  that  did 
not  resent,  as  did  Katherine's  tell-tale  features,  the  analogy 
drawn  between  the  dear  departed  and  the  lady  of  the  house. 
Before  she  could  compose  her  contemptaons  muscles,  Mr.  San- 
croft  faced  about  upon  her. 

"  Your  blooming  draeks  bespeak  your  immunity  firom  '  all  the 
ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to,'  Miss  Bashleigh.  Ton  enjoy  unbroken 
sanity  of  body  and  quiet  of  mind,  I  conclude.  You  set  a 
commendable  example  of  wholesome  exercise  to  the  other  young 
people  of  our  community,  one  which  i  hope  will  be  extensively 
followed.  Your  Sfrfendid  horsemanship  must  hare  been  learned 
in  a  riding^Bchool,  Kiss  Rashleigh  ?  And,  how  are  yon  pleased, 
my  dear  young  lady,  with  the  physical  and  social  structure  of 
your  adopted  home  7  I  presume  that  you  have  made  the  acquain- 
tance of  most  of  our  neighbors.  I  think  that  my  daughters  have 
called  upon  you — ^hey  ?" 

**  They  have,  sir.  I  jretumed  the  visit,  but  they  were  not  at 
home." 

She  did  not  append  her  subsequent  resolution  not  to  cultivate 
their  acquaintance. 

''  Mr.  Sancroft  and  myself  will  be  busied,  most  of  the  evening, 
in  balancing  our  accounts,  my  dear,"  remarked  Colonel  Rashleigh,. 
to  the  statue  at  the  head  of  the  board.  ''Therefore,  we  must 
deny  ourselves  the  pleasure  of  your  society,  ladies,"  indnding 
Mrs.  Holt  and  his  daughter  in  his  ceremonious  bow. 

**  The  loss  indeed  is  a  heavy  one  I"  Mr.  Sancroft  said,  with  a 
monkey-like  imitation  of  his  host's  precise  gallantry.  ''I  hope, 
however,  that  when  these  necessary,  although,  at  times,  irksome 
affairs  are  disposed  of,  we  may  eigoy  many  occasions  of  frioidly 
intercourse,"  and  he  ducked  his  head  to  a  level  with  his  tea-cup. 

The  meal  was  not  protracted  by   superfluous  conversation, 
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except  oa  hii  part.  Unabashed  by  the  fr^fdltj  of  the  hostess, 
Katherine's  barelj  civil  rejoinders  to  his  questions,  and  Mrs. 
Holt's  prudent  reserve,  he  brought  forth  his  best  stores,  his  longest 
words  and  most  fawniug  flatteries,  and  left  the  table,  in  the  bliss- 
ful consciousness  of  having  played  to  perfection  the  fine  gentlo- 
man— a  r6Ie  he  had  studied  to  acqnire,  as  his  accumulating  wealth 
enabled  him  to  rank  with  his  neighbors  in  ontward  show. 

Katherine  sat  for  a  while  in  the  family  parlor,  where  her 
mother  and  Mrs.  Holt  were  at  work. 

''Mamma,"  she  said,  presently,  "what  bramess  is  it  that 
brings  Mr.  Sancroft  here  ^o  often  V 

.  . "  He  is  a  kind  of  geqeral  agent — a  collector^"  replied  Mrs. 
Bashleigh,  "  and  in  this  capacity,  was  employed  by  Mr.  Mbreau, 
to  .negotiate  for  this  plantation,  with  its  former  owner.  He  pur- 
chased the  stock  ;  the  farming  implements,  the  servants— every- 
thing that  we  did  not  bring  over  with  us." 

"  But  why  was  he  selected  ?  Surely  my  cousin  Robert  was 
competent  to  the  task." 

"It  was  your  father's  wish.  He  does  not  like  to  have 
moneyed  transactions  with  his  relations." 

"  And  is  not  the  estate  paid  for  V 

"  A  portion  of  .the  purchase-money  was  paid  down  at  the  trans- 
fer of  the  property ;  upon  the  remainder,  the  terms  of  the  sale 
allowed  a  credit  of  some  length." 

"  And  Mr.  Bancroft  has  kept  the  accounts  I  Mrs.  Qolt,  do 
you  believe  that  a  man  of  his  physiognomy  and— eyebrows — can 
be  worthy  of  this  unlimited  confidence  7" 

"  My  dear  Miss  Bashleigh  I"  said  the  shocked  governess.  "  That 
Mr.  Sancroft  is  an  honorable  man,  I  cannot  disbelieve  " 

"And  so  were  Brutus  and  Cassius — ^Mark  Antony  for 
authority,"  interrupted  Katherine,  in  affectionate  raillery  that 
could  not  be  mistaken  for  disrespect.  "  Do  you  remember  th^ 
doggerel  stanza  the  schoolboys  used  to  dng  ? 
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'*  *  I  do  not  like  yov,  Doctor  FeH, 
The  reason  why  I  cannot  tell } 
But  this  I  do  know  verj  well 
I  do  not  like  you,  Doctor  Fell.* 

For  Doctor  Fell,  read  Ichabod  Sancroft.'' 

She  went  singing  out  of  the  room,  and  the  next  minate  the 
made  of  the  piano  came  from  the  ^joining  parlor,  where  she  waa 
alone  in  the  dark. 

The  two  ladies  sat  upright  in  the  straight^backed  chairs,  and 
sewed  withont  speaking — one,  grave  and  seyefe  of  visage,  the 
other  grare  and  mild — while  the  plaintLT6  airs  Katherine  loyed 
best,  floated  down  the  long  room,  to  their  ears,  like  strains  from 
the  spirit-land.  Daring  an  hour  they  remained  thos,  and  Colonel 
Rashleigh  made  his  appearance. 

"  I  stepped  in  for  a  moment,  Margaret,  to  consult  jou  as  to 
the  propriety  of  inviting  Mr.  Bancroft  to  remain  with  us  over 
night.  It  win  not  be  practicable  for  us  to  finish  our  comparison 
of  accounts  this  evening,  and  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  if  he 
were  on  the  spot,  we  could  accomplish  all  that  we  desire  early  in 
the  morning.    What  do  yon  think  ?" 

''  It  is  a  moonlight  night,  and  Mr.  Sancroft's  famOy  probably 
expect  him  home,"  said  Mrs.  Rashleigh's  measured  accents.  "  It 
will  not  be  altogether  convenient  to  me  to  have  a  room  prepared 
for  him,  and  the  distance  is  so  short  that  he  will  not  regard  the 
ride  over  here  again  to-morrow  or  next  day.  You  will  oblige  me 
by  appointing  the  day  after  to-morrow." 

A  side-glance  at  Mrs.  Holt  intimated  to  him  that  she  would, 
by-and-by,  impart  to  his  private  ear  her  reasons  for  this  request. 

Accordingly,  when  the  obsequious  agent  had  departed,  Kathe- 
rine and  Mrs.  Holt  having  sought  their  respective  chambers,  Mrs. 
Rashleigh  folded  her  sewing  ;  shut  it  up  in  the  drawer  of  her 
work-table ;  extinguished  the  lights  in  the  sitting-room,  and 
repaired  to  the  library.    The  Colonel  was  there,  newspaper  and 
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snnff-box  hi  hand.  Mrs.  Kashleigh  accepted  the  chair  and  foot- 
cushion  he  arranged  for  her,  and  loroached  the  subject  without 
preamble. 

^*  I  wii^  to  speak  to  yon  about  this  Mr.  San(»roft." 

Tbere.wad  no  decided  irtress  upon  the  demonstratiTe  pronoun, 
yet  the  OoloneFs  esteem  of  **tkU  Mr.  Ssncroft"  fell  half  a 
degree. 

''Has  he  the  confidence  of  the  leading  m^a  in  this  com- 
munity 7"  pursued  his  wife.  **  In  these  timto,  we  cannot  be  too 
cautious  whom  we  trust.  If  I  understand  aright,  you  have 
known  none  of  the  other  parties  concerned  in  your  purchases.  To 
saye  them  and  you  trouble,  he  is  empowered  to  receive  and  dis- 
burse the  sums  due  for  the  plantation  and  appurteoances." 

She  spoke  quietly,  but  without  the  languor  that  generally 
marked  her  style. 

''  Such  seemed  the  fittest  arrangement/'  replied  the  Colonel. 
'^I  am  a  stranger  to  the  people,  their  currency  and  laws  of  pur- 
chase and  sale.  Robert  Moreau  recommended  this  man  as  a 
trusty  agent,  conrersant  with  all  such  matters.  He  keeps  his 
books,  and  I  keep  mine.    Thus  far,  they  agree."  «^ 

"I  hare  heard  that  this  Sancrofb  was  once  the  steward, 
or  agent,  if  you  wiU,  of  Mr.  Argyle's  father.  Hare  you  ever 
inquired  his  character  from  him  V 

**  I  never  have.  It  has  not  appeared  eiqpedient,  according  to 
my  judgment." 

"  Excuse  a  very  direct  question.  If  this  man  were  disposed  to 
defraud  you,  is  it  in  his  power  to  do  so  7" 

"  Assuredlyl"  replied  the  Colpnel,  restlessly.  "  It  is  always  in 
the  power  of  a  dishonest  man  to  defraud  whomsoeyer  he  may 
deal  with.  It  is  a  defect  in  commercial  institutions,  but  one  for 
which  no  remedy  has  as  yet  been  devised .'' 

"  You  accept  Sancroft's  statement  without  any  evidence 
beyond  his  word — do  you  not  7    For  example — ^if  he  presents  a 
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biO,  setting  forth  that  a  certaiii  sum  was  demanckd  for  a  oertam 
Dumber  of  cattle,  yoa  discharge  the  debt  without  further  iiki^uirj 
into  the  matter  ?" 

**  I  do.  Ton  are  aware,  mj  dear,  that  the  stock  and  the 
farm<>tool8  were  bought  of  maoj  diffevent  parties,  scattered 
throughout  the  State.  With  those  at  a  distance,  Mr.  Bancroft 
conumnicated,  by  letter,  my  order  that  all  accounts  should  be 
forwarded  to  me  through  him.  Ton  parceive  that  this  arrange- 
ment spares  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble." 

"  I  perceire  " — she  was  calmly  energetic — "  that  you  are 
honest,  the  soul  of  a  rectitude  that  thinks  no  evil  of  other  men, 
and  that  Mr.  Sancroft's  i^ofits  in  this  transaction  may  exceed  his 
lawful  percentage  by  almost  any  amount  he  may  deem  it  safe  to 
extort  1" 

''  Margaret  I  are  you  not  seyere  in  your  suspicion  of  a  ipaa 
whom  you  have  no  reason  to  distrust  ?  Think  1  would  my 
nephew  advise  me  to  place  my  mterests  in  his  power,  had  he  not 
tried  and  proved  his  integrity  ?  Could  he  have  borne  an  unblem* 
i3hed  name  in  the  county,  for  twenty  years,  if  he  had  ever  been 
convicted  of  dealings  like  these  ?" 

"  I  tell  you,^'  said  his  wife,  calmly  still,  but  her  slight  hand 
quivered  as  she  lifted  it,  ''  that  you  are  not  safe  I  You  have 
often  said  that  my  judgment  was  good,  my  perception  of  charac- 
ter correct.  Believe  me  now,  when  I  declare  to  you  that  your 
agent  is  unprincipled,  and  that  you  cannot  be  too  much  on  your 
guard." 

"  Why  never  teU  me  this  until  now  V 

The  Colonel  was  not  on  astute  man,  but  he  could  not  overlook 
this  inconsist^cy. 

''  I  had  what  seemed  to  me  sufficient  reasons  for  the  delay.'' 
She  smiled  drearily.  "  I  never  intended  that  you  should  lose  by 
him." 

**  How  can  I  help  it,  if  he  chooses  to  play  the  villain  V 


H  JB  M  S  0  I  8  •  811 

^  "  B^resent  to  Un  that  your  inesEpmence  in  Amerioan  fiiuai- 
clal  concema  renders  it  expedieat  that  hiB  accounts  and  yonrs 
should  be  inspected  and  tested  by  a  third  party.  Let  that  person 
be  a  lawyer,  sound  and  sagacioiid — Mr.  Hammond,  if  yon  please 
Bide  oyer  to  see  him  to-morrow,  and  make  an  appointment  with 
him  for  the  day  followmg.  Deliver  Saacroft  and  his  books  into 
{lis  hands,  without  waming  to  your  cleyer  man  of  business. 
Keqnire  that  every  biU  be  examined  by  the  one  in  whose  name  it 
is  drawn,  if  the  number  of  such  be  legion,  and  they  be  scattered 
to  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe.  It  will  take  time,  and  be  an 
ezpensire  procedure,"  she  continued,  dropping  her  emphatic  tone, 
and  returning  to  her  ordinary  listlessaeas.  ''  You  can  consider 
the  i^n,  and  act  as  yomr  judgment  dietates*  You  have  not  read 
your  paper  yet,  I  observe.  I  ask  your  pardon  for  engrossiag  so 
much  of  your  time.    Good  night.'' 

Oreat  was  Malcolm  Argyle's  amaz^neat,  when  Colonel  Bash- 
leigh  introduced  the  subject  of  the  eltand  that  took  him  to  Ben 
Lomond  the  next  morning,  namely,  a  minute  inquiry  into  Mr 
Sancroft's  antecedents  and  character. 

"  You  cannot  comprehend  how  delicate  and  difficult  is  the 
position  in  which  you  would  place  me.  Colonel  Bashleigh,"  he 
said,  truthfully.  ''Personally,  I  am  Mr.  Bancroft's  enemy. 
Such  is  my  dislike  of  him,  that  if  I  could,  without  compromising 
my  veracity  and  honor,  thwart  his  purposes,  I  would  do  so,  not 
only  willingly,  but  gladly.  I  entertain  feeliugs  toward  him  and 
his  son,  such  as  I  hav^  for  no  other  persons  living.  This  honest 
statement  will  perhaps  show  you  that  I  am  scarcely  the  proper 
man  to  coitsult  on  this  point." 

"  I  have  too  just  a  knowledge  of  Mr.  Argyle's  integrity  and 
honor,  to  believe  that  his  private  animosity  would  bias  his  judg- 
ment in  so  grave  a  decision  as  the  question  of  another  man's 
honesty,"  replied  the  Colonel,  in  stately  courtesy.  "  As  a  friend. 
I  persist  in  asking  your  candid  opinion  of  the  agent  selected  for 
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me  by  mj  nephew.    I  shall  make  no  onfair  nae  of  the  inloimatioa  ^ 
thoB  obtained.    Mj  object  is  to  sare  myself— not  to  iijiire  Mr. 
Sancroft." 

Still,  Malcolm  demmred.  **  Allow  me  to  make  an  inquiry  or 
twO|  sir,  before  I  satisfy  yon.  Have  you  had  any  especial  cause 
for  suspecting  fraodolent  dealings  on  the  part  of  yoor  agent  F 

"  None,  sir,  or  none  that  would  have  weight  with  any  onci^ 
save  myselt" 

"  Haye  you  been  warned  against  him  ?'' 

"  I  have,  sir." 

''  By  any  one  in  this  county,  may  I  inquire  7'' 

It  was  the  Colonel's  torn  to  hesitate.  A  purple  tinge  suffused 
his  forehead,  and  he  looked  down  for  an  instant.  Then,  like  a 
proud  husband,  who  was  not  ashamed  to  be  influenced  by  snc^  a 
wife,  he  spoke  out  his  mind. 

"  Mrs.  Bashleigh,  Mr.  Argyle,  is  a  woman  of  extraordinary 
penetration,  of  remarkable  discernment  I  She  says  little,  but  she 
is  always  watchful  and  thoughtful.  She  advised  this  application 
to  you,  and  insinuated  her  belief  that  its  result  would  confirm 
her  unfayorable  opinion  of  my  nephew's  choice.  I  have  never 
known  her  judgment  to  err,  and  after  mature  reflection,  I  have 
adopted  the  course  she  recommended.  Of  course,  I  am  not 
blind  to  the  fact  that  her  suggestion,  had  it  proceeded  from  any 
other  lady,  would  not  have  been  entitled  to  receive  the  weight  I 
have  given  it,  but  you,  sir,  are  too  accurate  a  judge  of  character 
not  to  have  perceived  that  Mrs.  Rashleigh  is,  as  I  previously 
stated,  a  most  re-mar-ka-ble  person  1" 

Malcolm  bowed.  ''  I  am  honored  by  Mrs.  Rashleigh's  confi- 
dence, ignorant  as  I  am  of  the  causes  that  instigated  her 
reference  to  me,"  replied  he,  sincerely.  "  I  will  not  be  backward 
in  frankness,  sir.  I  believe.  Sancroft  to  be  entirely  undeserving 
of  your  trust ;  as  regardless  of  honesty  as  of  truth  ;  if  you  will 
hear  the  plain  language  of  my  sentiments — ^he  is  a  knave  and  a 
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liar  I  StOl,  jon  will  -find  him  aa  efBoient  eyeH^rrant.  No.  man- 
in  the  State  nDderstands  his  Une-^of  business  better  than  he  does. 
He  is  keen,  quick,,  and  thorough  in  the  ezecniscm  of  commissiQns, 
and  if  he  knows  that  he  is  watched,  he  ^splays  a  hairnsplitting 
exactness  that  is  calculated  to  beguile  his  employer  into  the  belief 
of 'his  extreme  conscientiouficness.''   * 

.  ''I  have  remarked  that  myself  in  a  number  of  instances," 
iCeturned  the  Colonel/  "  I  thank  you,  sir,  for  harmg  been  thus 
unreserved  and  explicit  in  your  teply  to  my  queries.  May  I 
trespass  yet  further  upon  your  patience  aiid  ybnr  friendship  by  a 
disclosure  of  my  plati  for  future  action?'^ 
.  Malcolm  heard  and.  approred,  adding  his  to  Mrs.  Kashleigh's 
recommendation  of  Mr.  Hammond.  He  consented,  also,  at  the 
Oolonel's  request,  to  ghre  him  a  note  of  introduction  to  the 
lawyer,  who  was  a  personal  friend  of  his  own,  and  after  renewing 
his  expressions  of  grateful  regard,  the  Colonel  left  the  master  of 
Ben  Lomond  to  ponder  upon  the  apparent  chance  which  had 
plac^  the  reputation  of  Lis  old  enemy  in  his  power. 

Colonel  Kashleigh's  ready  and  full  confidence  in  a  stranger, 
although  the  character  of  that  one  was  indorsed  by  his  nephew, 
had  excited  the  wondering  remarks  of  many  who,  while  they  did 
not  hesitate  to  use  Bancroft  to  press  a  delinquent  or  tardy  debtor 
of  their  own,  examined  his  reports  very  narrowly,  lest  he  might 
have  placed  a  figure  on  the  wrong  side  for  them,  and  the  right 
for  himself.  Mr.  Hammond  was  not  surprised,  therefore,  at  Col- 
onel Rashleigh's  call  and  request  that  he  would  meet  Mr.  San- 
croft  at  Briarwood,  the  next  day,  to  assist  in  the  winding  up  of 
their  affairs. 

It  was  a  curious,  and  to  the  lawyer,  a  divertmg  study,  to 
watch  the  evolutions  of  the  famous  eyebrows,  when  the  object  of 
jlx.  Hammond's  appearance  in  the  Colonel's  library,  at  the 
appointed  hour,  was  explained  to  their  owner.-  Colonel  B^sh- 
leigh's  demeanor  was  gentlemanly  and  dignified,  formal,  but  not 

14 
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diflconrteoiiB,  and  his  quiet  assmnption  of  his  right  to  call  in  what- 
erer  assistance  he  needed  in  the  conclosion  of  a  transaction  so 
important,  could  not  be  gainsaid  by  any  man  in  his  senses. 
MoreoTer,  Mr.  Hamfikond  was  too  skillful  a  practitioner  not  to 
mistrust  an  attempted  evasion  or  counterfeit  of  wounded  inno- 
cence, and  the  business  proceeded  with  regularity  and  dispatch. 

Withm  a  couple  of  hours  after  he  had  alighted  at  his  patron's 
gate,  comfortable  in  reputed  respectability  and  the  anticipation  of 
certain  benefits  to  accrue  to  him  firom  the  job  in  hand,  Mr.  San- 
croft — haying  declined  the  dinnw  Mr.  Hammond  remained  to 
enjoy — ^rode  pensirely  out  of  the  Briarwood  domain  ;  his  saddle 
bags  lighter  by  the  weight  of  the  bills  and  other  documents  con- 
signed to  the  legal  gentleman,  and  his  heart  heavier  for  the  wish 
that  many  others,  as  clever  as  himself,  have  heaved  with  the  boy 
who  slew  the  goose  of  the  golden  egg — ^that  he  had  contented 
himself  with  sure  and  equitable  profits,  instead  of  upsetting  m 
Nftlly  promismg  scheme  by  overreaching  and  peculation. 
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CHAPTER  XXTT, 

Eleanor  had  been  four  days  at  li(»ne,  when  she  drove  over  to 
Briarwoody  to  prefer  a  ''  daring  reqoest/'  as  she  styled  it,  to  Mrs. 
Bashleigh.  It  was  for  a  week's  loan  of  her  daughter.  Elizabeth 
Hanter,  a  sister  of  Jessie's  hnsband,  was  to  pay  Mrs.  Morean  a 
visit  of  that  length,  and  she  was  hoq>itably  solicitons  that  she 
should  pass  the  time  pleasantly. 

.  *'  I  thought,  too,  that  our  dear  Katherine  would  enjoy  herself 
in  her  company,"  said  Eleanor.  "  Our  neighborhood  is  lamenta- 
bly deficient  in  young  people,  and  she  will  be  pleased  with  Lizzy. 
She  is  a  charming  girl,  my  dear  ;"  to  Katherine.  ,"  More  refined 
and  less  boisterous  than  her  brother." 

"  I  liked  Mr.  Hunter,  extremely,"  rejoined  Katherine. 
-"  I  am  glad  that  you  did.  Strangers  are  not  apt  to  admire  his 
manners.  They  are  too  free-and-easy.  But  we,  who  are 
acquainted  with  his  intrinsic  worth,  forget  his  oddities.  Uzzie  is 
quite  a  belle  at  home,  and  it  is  my  intention  to  have  several  little 
social  gatherings  while  she  is  with  us.  We  will  take  excellent 
care  of  your  daughter,  Mrs.  Bashleigh.    May  she  go  ?" 

"  Katherine  can  consult  her  own  inclination,"  replied  Mrs. 
Jtashleigh,  coldly — so  coldly,  that  the  flush  of  expectation  faded 
from  her  daughter's  face. 

Colonel  Bashleigh  could  not  endure  to  have  his  darling  disap- 
pointed in  any  wish,  however  trivial.  He  saw,  in  Eleanor's 
proposition,  a  harmless  and  praiseworthy  plan  for  enlivening,  the 
retired  life  of  her  young  cousin.    All  girls  liked  gay  society,  and 
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miudc  and  dancing.    He  had  seen  Katherine's  eye  brighten  at 
the  idea,  and  he  took  the  responsibility  of  deciding  the  question. 

''  Yonr  iaTitation  n  indeed  un  attractiye  one,  Eleanor/'  he 
said;  "  I  presume  that  Mrs.  Rashleigh  will  not  object  to  so  kind 
a  device  for  oar  danghter's  amusement,  unless  she  has  some 
weighty  reason  for  denying  you  and  her.  If  ^ou  are  willing, 
Margaret,  I  say,  by  all  means,  let  Katherine  go  to  her  eousm's 
to-morrow." 

'^Kit  is70ur  desire,  she  can  go,  c^tainly,"  replied  Mrs.  Rashleigli. 

Eatherine's  changing  color  and  ezpression  had  told  how  greatly 
she  longed  for  the  visit.  To  her,  it  promised  more  than  the  mete 
mingling  with  yonng  and  ttvely  associates.  Montrouge  was  the 
adjoining  plantation  to  Ben  Lomond,  and  Although  she  knew  that 
Malcolm  was  not  a  frequent  visitor  at  his  sister's,  she  was  confi- 
dent that  he  must  come  while  she  was  there.  The  ''social 
gatherings  "  would  include  liun,  and  she  could  not  fail  of  having 
a  merrymaking,  however  dull  the  rest  of  the  company  might  be. 
Besides  this  main  motive,  she  was  light-hearted  and  q)ortive, 
and  dearly  loved  a  frolic. 

"  Thank  you,  papa  I  Mamma,  yon  are  very  kind  I"  she 
exclaimed,  as  the  consent  was  given.  "  I  know  that  I  shall  be 
happy  I"  and,  turnmg  to  Mrs.  Moreau,  she  began  a  string  of 
qnestidhs  about  her  destined  companion.  Miss  Hunter,  with  the 
lively  curiosity  of  a  child. 

Mr.  Moreau's  haggard  looks  were  apparent  even  to  his  unob- 
servant uncle.  He  sat  apart,  while  his  wife  talked  with  her 
accustomed  gaiety,  and,  seeming  to  fall  into  a  brown  study,  he^ 
picked  up  a  pen  that  lay  upon  a  writing-table  near  by,  with  which 
he  scribbled  incessantly  upon  a  sheet  of  paper,  until  the  Colonel's 
voice  awoke  him. 

"  Robert,  you  have  lost  flesh  this  summer.  A  vacation  would 
do  you  no  harm,  and  I  would  prescribe  a  tonic.  A  gloss  of 
bitters  before  each  meal  would  strengthen  you." 
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Mr.  Morean  hitched  his  chair  back,  with  ai^  tmeasj  motion, 
and  laaghed. 

''I  am  getting  old,  sir,  and  my  mind  nms  too  mnch  upon  the 
troubles  of  the  country." 

**  These  are  indeed  lawless  times,"  said  the  Oolonel,  reverting 
mentally  to  the  rough  nsage  he  had  received  in  a  political  assem- 
blage. "  Is  there  any  later  and  more  gloomy  intelligence  by  to- 
d^ylB  mail?''  turning  over  th«  ''Enquirer,"  which  had  been 
brought  in  a  short  time  previous. 

,   ''No;  sir ;  the  same  old  thing]    But  the  depression  of  the 
money-market  is  tremendous." 

"Fortunately  for  us,  it  is  comparatively  light  in  the  agricul- 
tural districts;"  returned  his  iinele,  while  Katherine  remarked, 
laughingly — "  Cousin  Robert^  you  are  a  monomaniac  upon  the 
evil  of  the  'hard  times.'-  One  would  say  that  you  were  being 
worn  away  by  friction  against  them." 

".Perhaps  he  is  I"  said  Mrs.  Jlashleigh,  catching  his  embar- 
rassed look,  and  fixing  it  by  her  own— -cool  and  clear. 

"  Oh,  no,  madam  I  not  so  bad  as  that  1"  he  answered,  with  a 
desperate  effort  at  levity  ;  and  jumpiag  up,  he  reminded  his  wife 
that  she  had  ordered  an  early  tea. 

"Are  you  losing  all  the  wit  you  were  bom  witli?"  asked 
Eleanor,  when  they  were  again  on  the  road. 

Her  manner  said  that  she  was  irritated  beyond  measure ;  but 
her  husband  replied,  doggedly,  almost  savagely,  that  she  "  had 
never  given  him  credit  for  havmg  any  to  lose." 

"  It  is  enough  to  provoke  one  to  death  " — ^Eleanor  went  on — 
"to  see  what  a  miserable  dissembler  you  are  I  I  do  not  believe 
you  could  keep  a  secret  to  save  your  life.  You  blushed  and 
gtanunered  like  a  school-boy,  while  Mrs.  Kashleigh's  eye  was 
reading  yon  through,  if  a  mortal  eye  can  read  thoughts.  She 
ecems  too  proud  to  notice  what  is  passing  around  her,  yet  nothing 
escapes  her.    I  am  morally  certain  she  suspects  something'-- 
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what,  I  cannot  say — only,  she  would  have  kept  Katherine  awaj 
from  MontroQgc  if  vuur  uncle  had  not  expressed  his  approval  so 
docidodly.  You  are  not  fit  to  take  care  of  yourself.  What  need 
is  there  to  croak  eternally  over  the  *  money  pressure/  until  that 
saucy  minx  laughs  at  you  about  it  ?" 

''  A  man  that  is  on  the  rack  cannot  help  groaning  P  said  Mr. 
Moreau,  sulkily. 

"  And  these  groans  are  the  thanks  I  get  for  my  sacrifices  in 
your  behalf  I  Did  not  you  sell  my  horse  last  wedc  to  relieve 
your  immediate  need  of  money  T  Woodson  gave  you  a  good 
price  for  him,  and  I  hoped  that  I  should  hear  no  more  complaints 
for  a  fortnight,  at  least.  There  1  Did  I  not  charge  you  to 
sound  your  uncle  privately,  as  to  his  reasons  for  putting  his  busi- 
ness into  Mr.  Hammond's  care  7  You  never  thought  of  it  while 
you  were  there  I" 

"Where  was  the  use?  It  was  your  brother's  work.  Will 
Bancroft  saw  uucle  come  out  from  Argyle's  gate  last  Thursday 
morning,  and  dogged  him  to  Hammond's  door.  It's  as  plain  as 
daylight  can  make  it — ^the  way  they  are  playing  into  one  another's 
hands.  Old  Sancroffc  is  as  mad  as  a  March  hare,  and  yet  dare 
not  say  a  word  for  fear  ugly  stories  may  get  abroad.  If  he  has 
tried  to  turn  an  extra  penny  for  himself,  while  handling  the  old 
gentleman's  money,  he  will  smart  for  it  when  Hammond  ferrets  it 
out,  if  Argyle  is  his  backer.  I  never  saw  a  fellow  in  such  a 
passion  as  Will  was,  when  he  talked  to  me  about  it  yesterday. 
He  swore  that  he  would  be  avenged  on  Argyle,  and  marry  his 
sweetheart  into  the  bargain." 

"  He  may  have  her  as  soon  as  he  can  get  her,"  responded 
Eleanor.  "  The  game  will  be  his  for  a  week,  and  if  he  cannot 
secure  a  footing  in  the  circumstances  we  propose  fbf  his  accommo- 
dation, he  deserves  to  lose  her.  Here  is  Malcolm,  now  I  and  on 
his  way  to  see  her  I  Stop  and  speak  to  him,  and  do  as  I  bid  you  I'' 

Malcolm  would  have  passed  on  with  a  nod  and  a  "  good  day !'' 
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bat  as  luH  brother-in-law  drew  up  his  horse,  he  could  not  ayoid 
doing  the  same. 

"  Are  yott  on  yonr  way  to  Briarwood  ?"  asked  Eleanor,  when 
the  salutations  were  over. 

''  I  am  1"  and  his  look  added :  "  What  business  is  that  of  yours  7" 

"We  are  just  from  there;"  said  his  sister.  ''I  forgot  an 
imp<xtant  inquiry  I  wished  to  make  of  Mrs.  Rashleiglu  Will 
you  take  a  message  from  me  to  her  ?" 

Malcolm  bowed  his  acqmescence. 

"  Please  say  to  her,  then — or,  no  I  I  will  not  trouble  you  I 
JlkL:.  Moreau,  suppose  we  ride  back  with  him  ?  It  will  nbt  take 
us  long.    I  had  best  see  Mrs.  Bashleigh  myself." 

''  Here  are  Robert  i^d  Eleanor  back  again,  and  Mr.  Argyle 
with  them  P  observed  Colonel  Bashleigh,  who  was  standing  at 
the  window. 

"  They  have  forgotten  something,  probably,"  said  Katherine, 
going  into  the  hall  to  meet  them. 

"  Returned  like  a  bad  penny  I"  cried  Mrs.  Moreau.  "  Just  as 
we  met  Malcolm,  I  recollected  a  little  domestic  matter  about  which 
I  wanted  to  consult  yonr  mother,  and  as  I  had  hardly  seen 
brother  since  my  return,  we  resolved  to  drive  back  with  him." 

"  Now  that  you  are  here,  you  had  as  well  remain  to  supper," 
said  Colonel  Rashleigh,  hospitably.  "  It  will  be  quite  a  family 
party." 

Eleanor  looked  delighted,  as  she  really  was.  "  It  u  a  tempta- 
tion 1    But  what  of  the  babies  at  home  ?" 

Mr.  Moreau's  wits  were  freshened  by  his  recent  lecture,  and  he 
answered  readily  enough- :  "  Oh  I  Sarah  can  be  trusted  with  the 
children,  if  that  is  the  only  ptnmbling-block  to  your  enjoyment." 

"  Then  yoq^  will  stay  1"  said  Katherine. 

She  reproached  herself  for  the  eflPort  it  cost  her  to  utter  the 
words  that  concluded  the  discussion.  Her  cousins  had  come  over 
expressly  to  ask  her  to  their  house,  and  were  contriving  all  manner 
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of  amoBemeBtB  for  her,  and  she  could  gmdge  them  the  sh&re  of 
her  attention  which  they  woald,  for  this  one  eyening,  divert  from 
the  other  visitor  !  What  would  he  think  of  her  if  he  could  read 
the  selfish  regret  ?    What  onght  she  to  think  of  herself  7 

But  for  Eleanor,  Katberine  would  have  had  a  difficult  task  to 
produce  a  semblance  of  sociabtlitj  in  the  little  company.  Mrs. 
Kashlcigh  was  always  taciturn,  and  this  erening  said  absolutely 
nothing  beyond  the  formulas  of  the  tea-table,  unless  when'a  direct 
question  was  put  to  her.  Colonel  Bashleigh  pcroeived  shortly 
that  he  had  not  contributed  to  his  own  pleasure  or  that  o^  his 
family.  In  iuTiting  his  nephew  and  niece  to  remain,  and  his  annoy- 
ance was  showed  in  his  gravity  under  his  daughter's  sallies  and 
Eleanor's  industrious  efforts  to  extract  his  scx»timents  upon  subjects 
which  she  fancied  would  be  congenial  to  his  taste.  Mrs.  Holt's 
thoughts  were  in  a  package  of  books  yet  unread,  received  the  pre- 
ceding day,  and  sha  seemed  to  be  ignorant  that  the  conversation 
was  in  danger  of  sinking.  Malcolm's  vexation  at  his  sister's 
manceuvre  was  augmented  by  the  discovery  that  Eathcrine  was  to 
spend  a  week  at  her  house.  His  chagrin  was  the  more  pai€onabIe 
when  we  learn  that  he  had  meditated  the  performance  of  great 
things  np<m  this  eyening ;  had  decreed  that  it  should  end  his 
suspense,  one  way  or  the  other.  The  interviews  he  had  meant  to 
secure — ^first  with  the  Colonel — afterward  with  Kathcrme ;  the 
bright  visions  that  swam  in  an  atmosphere  of  glory  before  him, 
when  he  dwelt  upon  the  evident  favor  of  the  parent,*  and  the 
tones,  words  and  looks  of  the  daughter,  from  which  he  seemed  to 
draw  his  life  itself,  since  they  encouraged  a  hope  that  was  dearer 
than  life  ;  the  fruition  of  all  these  desires  was  delayed  by  the 
senseless  whim  of  a  woman  I  Patience  was  not  his  forte,  and  if  it 
had  been,  he  might  have  pleaded  his  exercise  of  the  cardinal  grace 
during  the  months  that  had  elapsed  since  he  awoke  to  a  know- 
ledge of  his  love. 

Katherine  had  never  seen  him  so  unapproachable,  and  grieved 
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secretly  over  the  change.  At  l^gth,  he  made  an  opportunity  to 
request  some  mnsie,  and  she  consented  with  joyful  readiness.  The 
rest  of  the  purty  were  clustered,  by  chance,  near  the  centre  of  the 
apartment,  and  this  movement  put  a  space  between  them  and  the 
two  who  went  to  the  piano  that  was  propitious  for  private  conver- 
sation. The  warming  and  lighting  fxi  Jiifelcoim's  faiee  did  not  pass 
Eleanor's  notice,  $»  he  turned  toward  her,  to  get  a  chair  for  hhn- 
self,  after  Katherine  was  seated^  Ere  the  middle  of  the  first 
piece  was  reached,  Mr.^  Moreaa  sauntered  up  to  the  other  side 
of  the  musician,  and  remained  ^there,  a  fixture,  the  more  hopeless 
because  of  the  kzy  negligence  of  his  attitude — ^through  every 
march,  sonata  and  song. 

Content  that  her  sentmePs  position  barred  all  danger  of  sur- 
prise &om  that  quarter,  Eleanor  croflsed  the  room,  and  sat  down 
by  Mrs.  Holt.  Erom  praises  of  the  ekborate  needle-work,  that 
occupied  the  governess'  fingers,  she  glided  to  Kathenne's  profi- 
ciency in  that  line  ;  thence,  to  her  accompUshpients  in  other 
branches  of  young  ladies'  education,  sugaring  each  compliment  to 
the  pupil,  with  inshmated  flatteries  of  the  instructress.  Single- 
minded  Mrs.  Holt  was  captivated  by  the  sound  sense  and  affec- 
tionate disposition  of  one,  whom  she  had  previously  mistaken  for 
a  frivolous,  worldly  woman.  Katherine  was  dear  to  her  as  if  she 
were  her  own  child,  and  Mrs.  Moreau's  undisguised  complacency 
at  the  nearness  of  the^  existing  relation  between  this  paragon  of 
beauty,  goodness  and  intelligence,  and  her  family,  did  honor  to  her 
heart  and  head.  Then,  EleauOT  achieved  the  most  cautious  and 
graceful  hint  of  stronger  bonds,  that  events,  now  transpiring, 
were  weaving.  It  was  perhaps  unbecoming  in  her  to  say  it — and 
stm,  Katherine's  friends  might  be  gratified  by  the  testimony  of 
such  a  competent  witness,  to  the  excellence,  the  nobility  of  soul, 
the  amiable  temper  of  him,  who  was  likely  to  become  one  of 
themselves.  He  had  his  peculiarities  ;  but  they  were  rather 
excesses  of  virtue,  than  failings. 

14* 
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''  Despite  the  disparity  of  their  ages,  Eatherine's  influence  ovei 
him  will  mould  my  brother" 

Here  Mrs.  Holt's  bewilderment  fonnd  words  in  the  exclamation 
— ''  Yonr  brotlier,  Mrs.  Morean!  I  confess  that  I  do  not  in  the 
least  understand  yon  I'^ 

"  Surely,  Mrs.  Holt,  you  cannot  imagine  that  the  state  of  my 
brother's  i^ections  is  unknown  to  me.  Your  reserve  is  commend- 
able ;  but  there  can  be  nothing  imprudent  in  our  conyersing 
about  a  .matter  that  interests  us  mutually.  The  reciprocal  attach- 
ment of  two  persons,  so  dear  to  us  both,  should  be  a  common 
ground  of  confidence.  Yet,  if  your  sense  of  honor  leads  you  to 
preserve  ELatherine's  secret  so  jealously,  I  respect  the  scruple,  and 
am  silent." 

"Miss  BAshleigh  has  not  confided  any  secret  to  me,"  said  the 
poor  lady,  perplexed.  "You  ought  to  be  best-informed  with  regard 
to  your  brother's  intentions,  but  I  must  b^eve  that  you  h^re 
misunderstood  him.  His  visits  to  Briarwood  are  for  Colonel 
llashleigh.  I  do  not  think  that  Miss  Bashleigh  has  the  least 
suspicion  that  they  are  meant  for  her.  I  know  that  she  is  not 
betrothed  to  him,  or  indeed,  to  any  one.  She  told  me  so,  seri- 
ously, only  yesterday — ^but  our  conversation  had  no  reference  to 
Mr.  Argyle.    It  related  to — another  person." 

"  Young  ladies  are  not  confined  to  the  strict  truth  in  these 
affairs,"  smiled  Eleanor. 

"  Katherine  Bashleigh  is  incapift>le  of  an  equivocation — how- 
ever trivial  I"  rejoined  Mrs.  Holt,  mildly  indignant. 

Eleanor  drew  back,  so  disconcerted,  so  mortified  at  her  mis- 
take, that  the  soft  heart  of  the  governess  melted. 

"  Perhaps  it  will  be  well,  Mrs.  Morean,  not  to  let  the  sub- 
stance of  this  conversation  go  beyond  ourselves.  It  was  an 
embarrassing  enoT  on  your  side;  but  you  were  not  in  fault  in  the 
mention  of  it.  Who  knows,"  she  said  more  lightly,  "  but  the 
wish  may  be  lattier  to  the  fact  7    It  is  most  likely  that  the  report 
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resembles  most  of  ita  fellow-romorsln  being  ^neither  wholly  false 
nor  wholly  tme/  and  since  Mr.  Argyle's  friends,  and  it  is  to  be 
presumed,  himself,  regard  the  event  it  shadows,  as  a  '  consnmma- 
ttoa  deroutlj  to  be  desired/  yon  may,  in  the  end,  prove  to  be 
nearer  right  than  I  am.'' 

"  Yon  are  kind,  dear  Madam,  iixos  to  palliate  my  unfortunate 
indiscretion.  I  accept  yonr  proposal  of  secrecy,  thankfully.  Not 
for  the  universe,  would  I  have  Colonel,  or  Mrs.  Eashleigh,  mueb? 
less  Katherine,  hear  of  my  seeming  indelicacy,  my  premature 
allusion  to  what  I  was  led  to  believe  was  a  settled  matter.** 

Malcolm  so  seldom  passed  a  night  away  from  home,  that  he 
knew  how  agonizmg  would  be  Miss  Barbara's  uneasiness,  should 
he  deviate  from  his  custom  on  this  occasion.  But  for  this  con- 
sideration, he  would  have  availed  himself  of  the  habits  of  the 
neighborhood  in  this  respect,  and  accepted  the  Colonel's  offer  of 
a  lodging.  Heretofore,  his  evening  visits  had  terminated  by  ten 
o'clock,  and  when  the  hours  had  fretted  themselves  away  to  this 
time,  and.  his  sister  was  smilingly  immovable,  he  reluctantly 
ordered  his  horse. 

Our  hero  will,  we  fear,  lose  caste  with  the  youthful  adorers  of 
such  impassioned  suitors  as  recognize  no  claims  as  paramount  to 
those  of  the  love  that  has  stolen  brains  as  well  as  heart.  It 
sounds  hum-drum  and  wretchedly  unromantic  to  say  that  he  made 
up  his  mind  to  return  home — ^his  love  untold  ;  no  hint  of  it  given, 
and  with  the  prospect  of  a  week's  separation  before  him — rather 
than  rob  an  old  housekeeper  of  a  comfortable  night's  rest. 
Katherine,  herself,  who  was  ignorant  of  the  cause  of  his  rigid 
adherence  to  his  rule,  thought  it  rather  singular  that  he  could  not, 
for  once,  break  through  it.  For  one  instant,  in  the  bustle  of 
leave-taking,  he  eluded  Eleanor's  vigilance,  and  bent  to  Kathe- 
rine's  ear. 

"Do  not  accuse  me  of  forgetMness  or  neglect,  because  I 
cannot  come  to  Mr.  Moreau's,  while  you  are  there.    When  the 
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right  season  arriYes,  I  will  tell  yoa  why  I  stayed  away.   This  will 
ba  a  dreary  week  te  me."  •  ■         *  • 

Katberioe's  heart  sank,  with  a  painful  beat,  which  felt  as  if  the 
life  had  throbbed  out  with  it ;  a  pang,  that  wrung  the  color  from 
her  lips,  as  they  motioned  the  "  good-bye  "  fihe  had  no  Toice  to 
ntter.  It  was  the  ehiU  and  shadow  of  the  first  cloud  that  crossed 
the  heaven  of  lore.  She  had  taken  the  "  second  step  that  finds 
the  thorn  "  in  the  rose-strewn  path^ 

•  Mr.  Moreaa  was  miserably  drowsy  and  stupid  on  the  way 
home,  and  hi^  gnardiaa  angel  stirred  him  np  sharply  with  her 
wand,  for  his  obtaseness  to  the  fine  points  of  her  strategy. 

''  I  declare,  Mr.  Moreaa,  you  are  getting  as  cross  as  a  bear,  or 
as  apy  other  woman's  husband.  Yon  nsed  to  be  toleraUy  good- 
tempered,  and  to  show  some  gratitude  for  what  was  done  for  yoo. 
You  say  that  yon  'cannot  see  what  I  gained  by  going  back  with 
Malcolm,  except  a  doll  erening  and  his  ill-will.'  I  have  learned 
all  that  I  wanted  to  know,  in  order  to  proceed,  without  fear  with 
my  plans.  They  are  not  engaged,  and  however  disposed  he  may 
have  been  to  hasten  a  declaration,  when  he  heard  that  she  was  t*- 
pay  us  a  visit,  he  had  no  chanoe  to  say  a  word  to-night.'' 

"  Why  cannot  he  come  to  see  her,'  while  she  is  with  ns  ?  or 
write  to  her  ?".said  the  awakening  husband. 

"  Does  he  ever  come  to  our  house  ?  Has  he  crossed  the  tresh- 
old  since  he  met  Sancroft  there,  in  May  ?  If  nothing  else  hindered 
him,  he  is  too  proud  to  make  a  convenience  of  us,  that  he  may 
visit  her.  As  to  writing,  it  is  my  belief  that  matters  are  not  far 
enough  advanced  for  that,  and  if  they  are — does  it  follow  neces- 
sarily that  the  billet4ouz  will  reach  her  ?  Accidents  have  hap- 
pened to  letters,  before  this,  that  prevented  them  from  reaching 
those  to  whom  they  were  directed.'' 

This  significant  piece  of  information  was  the  cud  of  bitter  fan* 
cies  that  lasted  Mr.  Moreau  the  rest  of  the  way. 
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CHAPTER    XXIIL 

Thx  Moreans  entertained  handsomely.  Both  were  fond  of  gay 
society,  and  neyer  better  pleased  than  when  their  house  was  filled 
with  yovng  people.  Besides  Elizabeth  Honter  and  Eatberine 
Kashleigh,  there  w«re  sereral  others  invited  to  pass  some  days  at 
Montronge.  Mr.  Saneroft,  Mr.  Blanton  and  Mr.  Annistead^- 
the  latter  a  pleasant,  gentlemanly  fellow,  whom  Katherine  liked 
better  than  she  did  any  other  bean  of  her  acquaintance  (with  a 
mental  reservation  in  favor  of  one  whom  nobody  called  a  beau), 
were  the  stated  gallants  of  a  quactette  of  girls,  composed  of  the 
two  above-named,  Miss  Armistead  and  Miss  Selden,  a  sister  of 
Mrs.  Oarrington.  It  required  little  time  for  a  party  formed  of 
these  materials,  and  managed  by  Eleanor  and  the  good-humored 
host,  to  become  merrily  social.  Even  Ejatherine,  whose  show  of 
8|uritd,  in  the  beginning,  was  feigned,  soon  found  the  sharp  edge 
of  her  disappointment  wearing  away,  and  herself  resolving  to  look 
on  the  sunny  side  of  a  painful  matter.  ''  While  I  am  here,  the 
wisest  plan  is  to  get  what  pleasure  I  can,  and  to  contribute  as 
liberally  as  lies  in  my  power  to  the  happiness  of  others,"  she 
reasoned.    "  A  week  is  soon  gone." 

As  to  Malcolm's  motives  for  absenting  Mmself  from  her  pre- 
sence during  that  period,  she  had  faj^h  in  him  to  believe  that  they 
were  good  and  sufficient.  The  popular  voice  declared  him  a 
recluse,  and  he  had  not  concealed  from  her  his  dislike  to  general 
company,  promiscuous  parties  and  the  like.  And,  as  is  the 
fashion  with  women,  she  valued  his  preference  for  herself  the 
more,  that  she  stood  alone  in  this  respect.   Toward  Mrs.  Morean 
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her  heart  opened  every  hour.  The  warmth  and  giaoe  of  manner 
that  made  her  gnests  feel  themselves  to  be  welcome  and  privilegec^ 
inmates  of  her  home  ;  her  lively  conversation,  and,  perhaps  more 
than  aught  beside,  her  personal  resemblance  to  her  brother,  seemed 
to  bring  her  very  near  to  her  yonng  coosin.  The  hearty  "  Qood 
night"  kiss  and  smile  of  affection  which  Katherine  bestowed  «pon 
her  hostess  the  first  evening  of  her  stay  were  the  spontaneous 
expression  of  feeling,  and  Eleanor's  quick  perception  understood 
the  fullness  of  their  meaning. 

The  next  morning  was  intensely  soltry.  As  the  party  sat 
around  the  broakfast-table  one  and  another  compared  dates  and 
opinions  npon  other  warm  days — each  as  if  he  sought,  by  con. 
trast,  to  mitigate  the  discomfort  he  then  endured,  striving  to 
paint  his  story  m  more  fervid  colors  than  his  predecessor,  nntH 
the  ladies  decUred  that  the  burdens  laid  np<Hi  their  credulity 
were,  together  with  the  weathw,  too  much  to  be  borne. 

At  each  comer  of  the  table  was  stationed  a  little  negro,  who 
swung  his  brush  of  peacock's  plumes  so  huily  that  the  heated 
brows  of  the  company  received  scarcely  a  breath  of  cooler  air 
than  that  which  slumbered,  hot  and  heavy,  witiiin  and  with- 
out doors.  The  flies  buzeed  shrilly  above  the  sweep  of  these 
inventions  of  the  enemy  for  their  disturbance— so  continuous  and 
sleepy  a  song,  that  the  annoyed  ear  hailed,  with  savage  satisfac- 
tion, the  fiercer  and  faster  hum  consequent  npon  the  occasional 
foray  of  a  hungry  hornet  into  their  mazes.  The  girls  were  pretty 
and  mteresting,  with  their  white  dresses  and  flushed  cheeks  ;  the 
gentlemen,  too  inured  to  the  climate  to  suffer  lasatnde  or  depres- 
sion of  spirits  from  the  higl^  temperature,  and  the  flow  of  chit- 
chat and  gallant  nothings  went  swimmingly  on. 

Mrs.  Morean  alone  did  not  display  the  animation  of  the  pre- 
ceding day.  She  had  a  headache,  and  although  too  amiably 
polite  to  cast  a  shade  over  the  rest,  by  crosd  or  grave  looks, 
was  not  successful  in  hiding  the  fact  that  she  was  in  severe  pain. 
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''What  can  I  do  for  jou,  my  dear  cousin ?"  inqnired  Eathc- 
rlne,  sympathizingly.  "A  headache,  in  this  weather,  mnst  be 
intolerable.    Is  there  no  remedy  for  it  except  sleep  and  quiet  ?" 

''I  never  sleep  while  the  pain  continoes,"  answered  Eleanor. 
"  Oftentimes,  the  best  medicine  is  cheerfhl  oonrersation.  At 
others,  Mr.  Morean  reads  alond  to  charm  away  the  eviL'^ 

"  As  I  do  to  mamma  I  She,  too,  is  a  victim  to  this  terrible 
malady.  ^Let  me  come  to  your  room  when  yon  Ue  down,  as  yon 
mnst  do  very  soon  after  breakfast,  to  bathe  your  head,  and  read 
or  talk  to  yoTL" 

"  Yon  are  a  dear,  sweet  girl  t"  said  Mrs.  Morean,  gratefiilly. 
"  But  it  wonkL  be  selfish  in  me  to  rob  yonr  oompanions  of  yon,  or 
yon  of  them." 

Katherine's  place  was  next  hers,  aAl  this  fingment  of  the 
breakfast  talk  was  by-i^y. 

"  I  forgive  yon  the  theft,"  was  the  response,  **  and  pledge  my- 
self that  they  will  not  enter  a  complaint." 

Here  Sarah  brought  in  a  letter  and  kid  it  at  the  side  of  her 
mistress'  plate. 

"  From  Master  Malcolm,"  she  said. 

Eleanor  broke  the  seal  and  pemsed  it,  with  a  countenance  of 
inereasii^  seriousness.  There  was  a  pained,  troubled  expression 
in  her  eyes,  as  she  folded  it  up,  that  impressed  Eatherine  with 
the  idea  of  a  foiled  hope  and  discontent  tinctured  with  im- 
patience. 

*'  Well,  Mrs.  Morean,"  said  Mr.  San(Toft,  '*  shall  we  have  the 
happiness  of  seeing  your  brother  in  our  midst  to-day  7" 

"  He  says  not." 

"  What  is  the  matter  V  asked  Mr.  Morean. 

*'  He  is  otherwise  occupied,  I  suppose,"  returned  his  wife,  after 
a  pause. 

''  I  had  hoped  that  his  domestic  habits  were  growing  less 
inveterate,"  observed  Mr.  Armistead.    "The  accounts  I  have 
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hei^  of  him  lately,  hsTe  enconnged  me  to  look  for  better 
things.'^ 

'  A  well-bred,  bat  meaning  smile  went  the  ronuds  of  the  table, 
unseen  by  Katherine,  whose  eyes*  were  bent  apon  her  plate. 
Eleanor  only  was  grove,  and  her  silefioe  throoghont  the  remainder 
of  the  meal,  was,  to  Eatherine'iB  (SeositlTe  fancy,  that  of  pertorbed 
meditation* 

Twelve  o'clock  and  no  abatement  of  the  heat  1  The  dogs  lay 
panting  in  the  porches  and  nnder  the  trees  ;  the  cows  stood  in 
the  shade,  of  the  vriUows  that  overhung  the  sfHing  staream, 
motionless,  except  when  the  drowsy  tinkle  of  a  bell  told  that  its 
wearer  stooped  to  the  water  ;  the  very  insects  were  still  in  the 
grass,  which  parched  and  twisted  in  the  white  blaze  that  was 
over  all  The  gentlemen  lounged,  read  and  talked  in  the  hall 
that  ran  through  the  house,  with  doors  at  each  and..  The  girls 
had  fled  from  the  propriety  and  foil  dress  of  the  parlor,  to  the  i 

easy  dishabille  of  their  chamber.*  We  use  the  word  in  the  singu- 
lar number,  for  the  four  lodged  in  one  large  square  apartment, 
amply  lighted  by  ^ix  windows,  all  gaping  for  the  breeze  that 
favored  none  of  them. 

Martha  Selden  and  Jenny  Armistead,  wrapped  in  loose  gowns^ 
lay  upon  one  bed,  reading  different  volumes  of  the  same  novel ; 
Elizabeth  Hunter,  similarly  attired,  dozed  and  fanned  herself 
alternately,  upon  the  other. 

"  Why  don't  you  lie  down,  Katherine  ?"  she  asked,  in  one  of 
her  semi-waking  intervals. 

**  Because  I  am  not  sleepy." 

''  Neither  was  I,  until  I  lay  down,  and  now  I  cannot  keep  my 
eyes  open.  Just  put  up  that  everlasting  stitching,  and  try  the 
experiment.  It  makes  me  feel  uncomfortable  in  consdenoe  to  see 
you  so  industrious." 

^'  I  will  put  up  my  sewing  willingly,  for  I  am  lazily  inclined 
myself,  but  I  scarcely  ever  sleep  in  the  day-time.    iJ^esides,  I 
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proDiised  to  go  to  Mrs.  Moreau,  about  twehe  o'clock,  and  I  heard 
it  strike  just  now." 

"  Telj^  her  we  hope  her  head  is  better/'  mcirmared  Elizabeth, 
taming  oyer  for  a  decided  siesta. 

Mrs.  Moreen's  room  was  darkened,  and  she  lay  npon  a  settee^ 
a  bottle  of  scented  water  in  her  hand. 

'*  How  are  yon  now,  my  dear  madam  ?"  said  Eatherine  solid- 
tpusly. 

''  I  am  suffering  ezeesslTely  1    How  good  it  is  in  you  to  leave 
pleasant  company,  and  subject  yourself  to  my  peeyish  complaints  I'^ 

"  Hush  I  *  Cheerful  oonrersation '  was  the  prescription — was 
it  not  ?    I  shall  not  permit  you  to  slander  yourself." 

Sh^  took  the  bottle  and  bathed  the  lady's  head,  then  picked 
up  her  fan  from  the  floor, 

''It  is  hard  work  to  play  the  agreeable,  sometimes  t"  said 
Eleanor.    ''  I  am  in  a  poor  plight  for  it  to-day." 

"  The  headache  affects  the  spirits  m<^e  than  any  other  malady," 
remarked  Katherine. 

"  That  is  not  it  1    Other  things  trouble  me." 

There  was  a  short  silence  ;  Katherine  doubting  her  right  to 
pry  into  the  nature  of  these  '  other  things,'  and  Mrs.  Moreau 
mufflng,  with  her  eyes  shut. 

**  Ah,  well  I"  resumed  the  latter,  trying  to  smUe.  **  We  all 
have  our  disappointments,  petty  and  great ;  and  if  my  hopes 
deceive  me  sometimes  as  to  what  the  future  will  bring,  it  is  the 
common  lot  of  humanity.  Only,  I  feel  that  it  would  do  me  good 
to  talk  oyer  my  annoyances.  But  who  would  care  to  hear  the 
tiresome  story  ?  Even  my  husband  laughs  and  says,  *  I  make 
much  ado  about  nothing' — ^the  dear  tease  of  a  fellow  1" 

''  Unless  it  is  something  which  I  ought  not  to  know,  you  are 
welcome  to  my  hearing  and  sympathy,"  replied  Katherine,  antici- 
pating some  honsekeeper's  grievance  of  worthless  servants  or 
spoiled  preserves 
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**  Something  which  jon  onght  not  to  know  I  I  could  almost 
wish  it  were  1  Bat  what  am  I  saying  ?  My  head  pains  me  so, 
now  and. then,  that  I  forget  myself.  No,  dear,  there  is  no 
objection  to  your  hearing  everything  that  I  would  say,  unless 
the  tale  will  bore  you.  The  truth  is,  Eatherine,  I  am  worried 
almost  to  death,  about  Malcolm  I'' 

A  start  and  a  yivid  bluah  showed  how  unexpectedly  his  name 
was  introduced. 

«You  cannot  conceire,"  continued  Mrs.  Moreau,  "of  the 
transformation  in  him,  as  he  now  appears,  from  what  he  was  in 
our  youth.  How  I  loyed  that  boy  I  He  was  so  handsome,  so 
gifted,  so  generous,  that  Jessie  and  I  absolutely  worshipped  him. 
Marcia  Garrington  is  still  my  friend,  and  yet  I  have  wished,  t 
thousand  times,  that  she  had  never  been  bom,  or  that  she  had 
never  crossed  Malcolm's  path.  You  must  have  heard  the  history 
of  that  old  affair  V 

"  I  never  have  I"  said  Katherine,  in  a  low  voice. 
**  Indeed  I    I  supposed  that  you  could  not  have  lived  in  this 
neighborhood  above  four  mcmths,  and  not  have  listened  to  a  dozen 
versions  of  it.    Really,  we  cannot  be  such  a  gossiping  commu- 
nity as  we  are  reputed  to  be.    Are  you  not  mistaken,  dear  ? 
There  was  a  revival  of  talk  about  this  love-scrape,  when  Marcia 
was  here  in  the  spring  and  summer,  and  Malcolm's  attentions  to 
her  fanned  the  flame.    You  may  have  forgotten  conversations 
upon  a  topic  that  did  not  interest  you  particularly,  but  have  you 
never  heard  Jessie  or  myself,  or  Miss  Nancy  Wilkinson  speak  of 
this,  in  connection  with  Malcolm's  odd,  misanthropical  ways  f" 
'^  I  never  have  I"  repeated  Katherine,  precisely  as  before. 
*'  How  very  strange  1    Well,  then,  you  must  know  that  they 
were  engaged — Marcia  and  Malcolm — before  he  went  to  Europe. 
He  was  absent  two  years,  and  meanwhile,  she  became  acquainted 
with  Stanhope  Carrington.    Aiarcia  is  one  of  the  best  creatures 
in  the  world,  yet  she  has  no  positive  character  of  her  own.    Mrs. 
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Selden  is  a  woman  of  fitrong  sense  and  a  strong  win  ;  yerj  fond 
of  her  children,  and  ambitions  that  they  should  marry  adran- 
tageonsly.  Malcolm  had  nothing  except  what  poor  papa  would 
leave  him  at  his  death,  and  he  was  then  a  man  in  perfect  health, 
who  might  live  ten  or  fifteen  years  longer.  Mr.  Carrington  was 
wealthy  and  his  own  master,  very  good-natnred  and  desperately 
in  love.  So  Mrs.  Selden  reasoned  Marcia  ont  of  her  early 
attachment,  which,  with  a  girl  of  her  disposition,  might  well 
have  died  of  Itself,  whOe  Malcolm  was  ont  of  sight.  The  dear 
boy  came  home,  so  happy  and  hopeful,  that  Marcia  had  not  the 
heart  to  undeceive  him  immediately,  and  the  farce  of  the  engage^ 
ment  was  kept  up  for  a  season.  This  made  the  blow  heavier  when 
it  did  fall.  It  nearly  deprived  him  of  reason,  and  from  that  day  to 
this,  he  has  been  an  altered  being — the  wreck  you  see  him  now." 

"  The  wreck  I"  Where  was  there  another,  unscathed  in  feel- 
ing and  mind,  who  was  his  peer  ?  The  whole  soul  of  the  girl 
going  out  in  love  and  compassion  for  the  lonely,  wronged  man. 
Without  one  thought  of  self,  she  longed  to  comfort  him  ;  to  com- 
pensate to  him  for  the  bitter  trial,  the  solitude  of  heart  and  home 
that  had  succeeded  its  i^ony. 

*'  After  the  marriages  of  Jessie  and  myself,  and  our  father's 
death,"  pursued  Eleanor,  ''Malcolm  resided  at  the  homestead 
with  his  old  nurse,  and  obstinately  denied  himself  to  all  his  former 
friends.  His  is  not  a  common  nature.  The  feelmg  that  by 
Marcia  was  so  easily  overcome,  was  with  hun  a  passion  such  aft  ^ 
no  man  can  experience  a  second  time.  I  knew  this,  for  to  me 
alone  had  he  poured  out  his  whole  heart.  When  he  told  me 
that  he  could  never  love  again  as  he  had  loved,  I  believed  him, 
but  when  he  declared  his  intention  never  to  marry,  I  hoped  that 
he  might  break  his  resolution.  It  seemed  to  me  expedient  and 
desirable  that  he  should  seek  out  some  lovely  and  intelligent 
woman  who  would  be  a  congenial  companion  and  solace,  if  she 
could  not  cheer  him.    I  felt  that  it  was  his  duty  to  make  th« 
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attempt  to  transfer  his  affections,  now  that  Mai^  was  lost  to 
him  forever.  He  wo^d  never  hear  the  proposition  with  the 
least  patience,  and  finally  I  ceased  to  nrge  it.  Thns  stood  mat- 
ters, when,  for  the  first  time  since  their  sad  parting,  he  met  his 
early  k>ve  last  May.  By  the  way,  yon  were  with  me  at  tha  time. 
Do  yon  recollect  going  to  a  meeting  of  Presbytery  at  Deep  Rnn 
Church,  soon  after  your  coming  to  the  county  J'^ 

"  Yes,  madam.'' 

"  And  there  meeting  with  my  brother  and  Mrs.  Carrrington  V 

"  Yes,  madam." 

"  I  had  flattered  myself  that  an  interview  with  Marcia  wonld 
go  far  toward  curing  Malcolm.  Ten  years  had  wrought  many 
alterations  in  the  pretty  girl  he  had  loved  so  ardently.  Mrs. 
Carnngton  is  a  line  looking  woman  yet,  but  so  unlike  the  sylph- 
Hke  figure  whose  blooming  face  he  thought  the  perfection  of 
feminine  loveliness,  that  I  dared  to  believe  he  would  be  thoroi^hly 
disenchanted  at  sight  of  her.  I  saw  that  he  was  agitated,  cold 
and  reserved  as  he  appeared  to  a  casual  looker-on  of  the  interview. 
He  told  me  afterward,  that  it  was  like  tearing  open  an  old 
wound.  He  could  not  remain  in  her  presence  more  than  a  minnte, 
and  made  an  excuse  to  hurry  away.  I  advised  him  not  to  see 
her  again,  but  he  could  not  resist  the  fascination  that  drew  him 
into  her  presence.  While  others  rejoiced  at  his  reappearance  in 
our  social  gatherings,  I  mourned  in  secret  over  his.  infatuation, 
'and  ultimately  determined  upon  an  appeal  to  his  better  self." 

Even  Mrs.  Moreau  was  obliged  to  pause  here,  choked  as  it 
appeared  by  her  emotions,  in  reality  by  the  monstrous  men* 
daciousness  of  her  fluent  story.  By  the  aid  of  the  scent-bottle 
she  recovered  her  speech  and  composure. 

**  I  represented  the  suffering  he  Wfes  bringing  on  himself ;  the 
needless  and  cruel  embarrassment  under  which  Marcia  labored 
whenever  he  approached  her  ;  the  fearful  consequences  that  must 
l^ttend  upon  Mr.  Carrington's  discovery  of  his  unconquered  attach- 
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ment,  and  beflongfat  him  onoe  agam  to  seek  other  associations ; 
to  enter  into  other  relations  which  would  in  time  b^nile  him 
from  this  dangerons  dream.  He  was  much  moved,  promised  to 
reflect  serionslj  upon  mj  counsel,  and  we  parted  Upon  my 
return  I  met  him  at  your  house,  and  was  relieved  to  see  him 
lookiog  well  and  in  tolerable  i^irits.  I  had  previouslj  written  to 
him  who  were  to  compose  our  party  for  this  week,  and  pressed 
hun  to  join  us,  but  had  receiyed  no  reply.  That  eyening,  on  our 
way  home,  he  said  that  he  could  not  come.  Yesterday  I  ven- 
tured to  dispatch  another  invitation,  an  answer  to  which  I  had 
this  morning.    H^re  it  is  1" 

Kathenne's  hand  eame  into  contact  with  hers  as  she  passed 
over  the  note.  It  was  cold  as  ice,  and  for  a  second  the  paper 
qtiivered  so  that  she  <X)uld  not  read.  Then,  steady  and  plain — 
she  saw  the  following : 


HV  DEAR  Eliakor  :  Tour  kind  note  was  brought  to  me  an  hour  ago. 
Since  then,  I  have  fought  in  vain  with  the  multitude  of  sad  thoughts  that 
overwhelm  me  in  my  lonely  retreat.  I  have  tried-^labored  diligently,  to 
follow  the  adrice  you  gave  me  before  you  went  away  in  July.  I  resolvM 
to  bury  the  past;  to  begin  a  new,  calm  life,  which  sfaoold  by  and  by  brii>g 
me  the  happiness  yon  promised.  I  cannot  1  It  is  my  misfortune,  not  a 
crime,  that  I  am  faithful  to  the  memory  of  what  you  term  **  a  dream,  and 
a  mischievous  one.''  1  tan  not  like  other  men.  Why  do  further  Tiolence 
to  my  nature  f 

Mbminff* 
I  send  you  the  fragment  I  penned  last  night,  in  my  excitement — in 
one  of  what  Aunt  Bah  calls  my  "moods" — that  you  may  understand 
what  a  fitful  creature  your  brother  is.  To-day  I  am  docA  and  resolute. 
The  scheme  I  abandoned  in  my  retrospective  visions  of  the  night-time,  is 
promising  in  the  day-light.  Ask  an  explanation  of  these  iuats  when  you 
see  me.  But  my  resolution  is  too  new — is  not  suiBcieutly  seasoned,  to 
bear  me  safely  through  the  meetings  I  must  undergo  at  your  house.  I 
never  see  Martha  S—  without  a  pang  and  a  deadly  struggle.  I  cannot 
meet  her  where  I  was  wont  in  "  lang  syne,"  to  see  her  fairer  prototype 
Gall  me  cowardly  if  you  Eke.    I  acknowledge  it.    But  the  poor  wretch 
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who  hfts  ]iT«d  ihroijigh  ninety-nin^  torturei  is  no  more  willing  to  endure 
the  handredth  than  he  was  the  first. 

Excuse  me  to  your  yisitors  as  well  as  jou  can.  Please  say  especially  to 
Miss  Rashleigh  that  I  regret  my  inability  to  pay  my  respects  to  her  at 
present 

Tour  loTing,  but  wayward  brother, 

Malcolm  Abotli. 

Eatherine  Rashleigh  was  proad  as  well  as  affectionate.  The 
words  that  pierced  her  bosom  like  so  manj  arrows^  outraged  a 
spirit  that  sprang  to  its  arms.  The  heart  that  seemed  bleeding 
its  last  from  these  wounds,  was  jet  capable  of  anger  so  deep, 
indignation  so  stem,  that  ilia  dying  groans  were  hushed  at  their 
command. 

Mrs.  Moreau  had  looked  for  a  scene — pathetic  or  storm j.  She 
saw,  instead,  a  composure  which  her  years  of  practice  had  not 
taught  her  to  emulate.  Katherine  turned  the  letter,  and  read  it 
once  more.  It  was  no  fond,  silly  lingering  over  the  familiar 
characters,  although  the  first  sight  of  them  had  caused  a  rush  of 
sadly  sweet  thoughts — recoUectionB.qf  the  treasured  notes  she 
had  at  home ;  locked  away  froiA  other  eyes,  and  strewed  with 
sweetbrier  leaves — ^the  flower  to  which  he  had  likened  her,  and 
which  he  confessed  he  lored  for  her  sake.  On  the  hot  air,  there 
seemed  to  steal  to  her  a  breath  of  their  perfume,  as  her  eyes  fell 
upon  the  fatal  letter.  It  haunted  her  no  more,  when  she  had 
read  half-way  down  the  page.  The  second  perusal  was  a  delibe- 
rate binding  into  sheaves  of  the  harvest  of  dragon's  teeth,  whose 
seed  were  sown  in  her  rash  confidence  in  a  stranger  ;  her  surrender 
of  her  heart's  whole  wealth  at  a  few  specious  words,  a  few  looks 
that  promised  her  a  recompense  for  her  loss. 

This  "new,  calm  life,''  that  was  to  bring  him  forgetfulness  of 
the  past ;  this  '*  scheme,"  abandoned  in  his  mourning  over  that 
past ;  re-resolved  upon,  in  the  daylight  of  sober,  selfish  reflections  I 
Did  Mrs.  Moreau  indeed  require  an  explanation  of  these  ''  hints,'' 
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or  wer^  brother  and  sister  alike  skilled  in  deception  ?  Had 
Eleanor  penetrated  the  secret  of  her  wasted  love,  and  taken  this 
method  to  check  her  blind  foUj  ?  With  the  suspicion,  came  a 
curl  of  scorn  to  the  red  lip,  and  a  fierj  spark  to  the  eye. 

**  I  fear  that  I  haye  not  acted  honorably  in  reading  this  note/' 
she  said,  gravely.    "  It  was  meant  for  yonr  eye  alone." 

"  Yon  read  it  at  my  reqnest.  If  there  is  any  blame,  it  rests 
with  me.  Bnt  tell  me  1  can  yon  understand  it  ?  Does  it  not 
appear  to  yon  as  an  incoherent,  mysterious  a&ir  ?  To  what 
scheme  does  he  allude  7  And  how  could  hi»  coming  hither  affect 
it  ?    It  is  an  enigma  to  me  1" 

"  If  you  haye  not  the  key,  it  should  be  a  greater  puzzle  to  me 
— a  mere  acquaintance,"  returned  Eatherine.  "  He  promises  an 
explanation,  yon  obserye." 

'*  It  is  a  dreadful  thing,  when  a  man  throws  his  whole  life-time 
away  for  a  boyish  fancy  I"  said  Eleanor,  sadly.  "  I  am  afraid 
that  he  is  bent  upon  some  desperate  step — what  I  cannot  diyine." 

"  Kothiug  worse  than  matrimony  probably,"  said  Eatherine, 
with  bold  carelessness.  "In  exchange  for  his  weather-beaten 
heart,  he  hopes  to  get  one,  whole,  uninjured  and — womanly  I  that 
shall  play  lantern  to  a  scene,  which  the  sun  has  forsaken  forever. 
It  ]b  the  way  with  men.  Unlike  the  rest  of  his  kind,  as  he  says 
he  is,  he  yet  resembles  them  in  this." 

"  Do  not  despise  him,  Eatherine  I"  Mrs.  Moreau  lifted  her 
eyes,  with  a  sudden  dawn  of  painful  consciousness  in  them.  It 
was  as  if  a  startling  revelation  had  been  whispered  in  her  ear. 

**  Despise  him,  Mrs.  Moreau  I  Why  should  I  not  continue  to 
respect  him  ?  I  honor  his  fidelity,  and  do  not  wonder  that  he 
finds  it  impossible  to  transfer  his  affections.  It  is  a  genuine 
romance,  that  has  wiled  away  a  sultry  hour,  to  my  enture  satis- 
faction." 

"  What  had  I  better  write  in  reply  ?" 

''  I  can  dictate  nothing  that  your  sense  of  right  and  your  sb- 
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CHAFnSR  XXIV 

A  FKAL  of  thunder  jarred  the  house  to  its  fonndationSy  «r 
Eatherine  entered  her  room,  and  a  concert  of  screams  broke  fdlth 
from  the  young  ladies  lill  huddled  together  in  the  middle  of  the 
floor. 

"  Catherine  Bashleigh  I  how  can  jon  sing  f  cried  Martha 
Selden.  "  Are  you  not  afraid  ?  I  think  it  is  ahnost  wicked  It 
is  like  tempting  Providence." 

"  My  only  dread  is  lest  we  should  keep  dinner  waiting,"  said 
Katherine,  "  I  expected  to  find  yon  all  dressed." 

"  Who  can  think  of  dress,  in  such  a  fearful  storm  ?"  replied 
Elizabeth,  half  crying.    "  I  am  so  terribly  scared — oh  I" 

Again  the  three  threw  their  arms  about  each  other's  necks 
anft  hid  their  blanched  faces  in  each  other's  dishevelled  hair ; 
while  Katherine,  in  the  reaction  of  feeling  affected  by  the  ludicrona 
scene,  dropped  into  a  chair  and  laughed  until  the  tears  rolled 
down  her  cheeks.  At  another  time,  she  would  have  experienced 
something  of  awe,  if  not  of  alarm,  at  the  war  of  the  elements  ; 
would  assuredly  have  been  superior  to  the  affectation  of  presumptu- 
ous levity,  with  which  she  astonished  her  trembling  comrades. 
Proceeding  to  the  business  of  the  toilet  which  the  frightened  trio 
were,  in  their  individual  cases,  incapable  as  yet  of  completing,  she- 
loosened  her  hair  and  shook  it  out,  admonishing  them  anew,  that 
"  the  table  was  set  for  dinner,  when  she  came  up." 

"  How  brave  you  are  !"  said  Elizabetli,  tremulously. 

**  It  seems  to  me,  that  however  terrified  I  might  be,  I  should  still. 
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l&e  Offisar,  resolye  to  die  decently,"  replied  Catherine.  '^  Ima- 
gine oar  gallant  knights  mshing  up  at  onr  shrieks,  and  discoyer* 
ing  us  in  our  pre&ient  uBbecoming  plight.  I  mean  to  faint  away 
decorously — gracefully — after  I  am  dressed,  if  the  Storm-King 
will  favor  me  with  a  clap  sufficiently  loud  for  an  excuse." 

"  I  don't  believe  that  you  are  afraid  of  anything  I"  said  Jenny 
Armistead.  ''  If  I  were  to  talk  as  you  do^  I  should  expect  to  be 
struck  dead  as  a  judgment." 

Katherina  smiled — ^hcr  face  ghastly  for  a  second,  with  the  pale 
glare  of  the  lightning.  Her  unsai^  thought  was  that  it  would 
be  a  kind  bolt,  which  should  end  a  life  so  barren  and  aimless  as 
hers  was  now. 

Quieted  in  some  degree,  by  her  example  and  presence,  the  girls 
summoned  the  thought  and  strength  requisite  to  enable  them  to 
finish  their  dressing,  and,  still  clinging  together,  descended  to  the 
drawing-room.  A  pallid  and  interesting  group,  they  presented 
themselves  before  the  gentlemen,  whose  stock  of  gay  and  comfort- 
ing sayings  bade  fair  to  restore  the  lost  bloom  and  smiles.  Kathe- 
.  rine  came  in  last  and  alone  ;  her  unaltered  cc»nplexion  and  col- 
lected air,  a  striking -contrast  to  the  pretty  terrors  of  the  others. 

A  glance  showed  her,  Malcolm,  rising  with  his  companions  at 
the  'ladies'  entrance,  and  the  smUe,  that  brought  a  glad  light  to 
his  eye,  as  it  fell  upon  her.  Again  that  sick  pain  at  her  heart  1 
Such  •  throb  Eve  may  have  felt,  in  looking  back  upon  the  Para- 
dise which  could  never  more  be  hers.  He  seemed  about  to  ad- 
vance J  his  hand  was  partly  outstretched — ^but,  marking  the  for- 
mal, set  expression  of  her  countenance,  he  paused  and  bowed  in- 
stead. She  returned  a  deep  courtesy,  and  took  a  seat  offered  to 
her  by  Mr.  Moreau.  Mr.  Bancroft  established  himself  in  another 
by  her  side,  without  the  delay  of  a  moment. 

"  You  are  a  herome,  Miss  Rashleigh  I" 

"  Indeed  she  is  I"  called  out  Elizabeth.  **  ^has  been  saying 
Hifi  funniest  things  upstairs  1  laughing  at  us  aRt  ciSPrying  on^  a» 
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''  I  do  not  say  that,  onlj  that  a  woman  must  believe  it,  or  she 
wonld  not  surrender  hers." 

"What  do  yon  say,  Katherinc?  Are  we  cheated  in  suoh 
bargains  ?  or,  do  we  generously  yield  the  advantage  ?  or,  is  it  an 
even  exchange  ?"  interrogated  Elizabeth,  playfully. 

Jesting  as  the  discussion  had  been,  up  to  this  appeal,  Mal- 
colm's look  was  eager,  as  he  listened  for  the  reply.  How  clear 
and  sweet,  and  yet  how  destitute  of  its  usual  softness,  was  her 
tone  I 

"If  nothing  is  kept  back  from  the  price  for  which  a  woman 
stipulates,  she  receives  a  just  equivalent ;  or,  as  Mr.  Argyle  says, 
she  thinks  it  is  all  right,  which  amounts  to  the  same  thing.  I 
incline  to  the  opinion,  however,  that  Anauias  and  Sapphira  left 
a  large  family,  whose  male  descendants  are  numerous." 

"  I  don't  understand  you  I"  said  Martha  Selden.  "  What 
does  she  mean,  Mr.  Argyle  ?" 

"  The  question  is  one  of  sale  or  barter,  not  of  charity,  Miss 
Rashleigh,"  rejoined  Malcolm.  "  Still  your  allusion  is  apt,  and  not 
difficult  to  be  understood.  You  imply  that  while  women  are  honest 
in  their  payment  of  heart^oin,  and  transfer  the  wealth  of  their 
affections  to  the  last  farthing,  men  sometimes — ^most  frequently, 
indeed — ^tender  half  or  even  quarter  hearts  in  exchange.  Have 
I  interpreted  rightly  ?" 

"You  have,  and  I  am  obliged  to  yon  for  your  courteous 
explanation." 

Their  looks  met.  Hers  was  instantly  averted  ;  but  Malcolm 
thought  no  more  of  speedy  departure.  He  would  stay  until  he 
found  the  solution  of  all  this. 

The  thunder  and  the  lightning  ceased  soon  after  dinner  ;  but 
the  heavy  rain  continued  without  intermission.  Outwardly,  it 
was  a  lively  company,  but  to  two  of  its  members,  it  was  a 
wretchedly  dreary  and  tedious  afternoon.  Mrs.  Moreau  had  sent 
over  to  Briarwood,  that  morning,  for  Kathcrine's  lute,  and  a$ 
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twilight  drew  near,  the  unanimoa^  call  was  for  music.  Katherine 
sang  patiently  and  sweetly  what^rer  was  requested  of  her.  At 
len^h,  there  was  a  pause  in  the  demand.  She  sat  in  the  fading 
light  of  a  window,  nnconsdons  of  the  pietnresqne  fignre  she 
presented  to  the  view  of  the  rest ;  a  picture,  in  which  her  white 
neck,  arms,  and  face  made  the  brighter — ^her  dress,  and  the  curls, 
drooping  from  the  head,  bowed  over  the  instmment,  the  darker 
portions. 

Malcolm  watched  her,  from  his  comer,  with  a  pained,  yearning^ 
and  how  anxious  a  heart !  What  was  the  chill  cloud  between 
them  f  Did  she  then  doubt  the  reality,  the  entireness  of  his 
love  ?  What  lurking  meaning  was  there  in  her  sarcastic  repartee 
at  table,  unless  she  questioned  the  sincerity,  the  depth  of  an 
affection  which  he  had  perhaps  been  too  backward  in  declaring 
Was  all  hers  f  But  should  the  want  be  in  her  own  heart  I  Had 
he  staked  his  last  hope  of  earthly  joy  upon  her,  but  to  lose 
ererything  ?  And  in  the  horror  that  overwhelmed  him  at  the 
supposition,  he  had  some  foretaste  of  what  this  second  death  of 
love  would  be. 

A  trembling  chord  from  the  lute  arose  above  the  sound  of  the 
sweeping  rain  ^  a  mournful  prelude  touched  the  lightest  heart 
there — 

**  When  the  sheep  are  in  the  fanld,  and  the  kye  a*  at  hame, 
When  a'  the  weary  world  to  sleep  are  gane." 

These  simple  words,  sighed  forth  in  the  weariness  of  a  bur- 
dened spirit,  thrilled  the  auditors  to  an  intensity  of  interest  the 
songstress  did  not  suspect.  In  her  pure,  musical  accent,  she  went 
on  with  the  story,  that  has  lived,  for  near  a  century,  in  the  hearts 
and  upon  the  tongues  of  the  young  and  loving.  The  subdued 
pathos  of  the  earlier  stanzas  swelled  into  passionate  sorrow,  a0 
she  sang  the  closing  verse  : 
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**  Oh  I  0air  did  we  greet  and  muckle  die*,  we  say, 
We  took  but  ae  klM,  and  we  tore  oareelTcs  away ; 
I  wish  I  were  dead  t  but  Fm  no'  like  to  dee ; 
And  wky  do  I  lire  to  lay,  *  wae  ia  me  t' 
I  gang  like  a  ghaist,  and  oareoa'  to  spin ; 
I  darena'  think  of  Janue,  for  that  wad  be  a  sin ; 
But  III  do  my  best  a  gude  wife  to  be, 
For  Auld  Robin  Gray  is  a  kind  mon  to  me  I" 

The  rain  wept  and  th^  wind  moaned  at  the  windows,  and  the 
forms  scattered  through  the  dim  room  were  motionless  as  that 
now  faintly  Tislble  beneath  the  darkening  casement. 

Thus  for  one  minute,  then  a  serrant  came  in  with  candles.  The 
lute  fell  to  the  floor  with  a  discordant  ring  of  the  tense  strings^ 
and  while  Mr.  Bancroft  darted  forward  to  pick  it  up,  Eatheiine 
brushed  past  him  and  left  the  room.  Only  Malcolm  espied  the 
glistening  tear  upon  her  cheek,  and  in  a  chaotic  maze  of  wonder, 
pity  and  lore,  he  hardly  knew  what  he  did  or  said  until  summoned 
to  the  illuminated  supper-table,  where  Catherine,  radiant  and 
fascinating,  was  again  his  vis-Orvis,  and  Mr.  Sancroft  her  most 
devoted. 

The  children  were  aDowcd  to  sit  up  an  hour  beyond  their  regu- 
lar bed-time,  at  the  earnest  request  of  Jenny  Armistead  and 
Martha  Selden,  who  proposed  a  romping  game  by  way  of  "  fun  " 
on  the  ''miserable  blue  evening."  Mr.  Moreau  headed  the  frolic, 
which  shortly  became  too  loudly  furious  for  Malcolm's  taste. 
Katherine  had  seized  a  favorable  moment  to  escape  from  the  room, 
and  he  awuted  her  return  with  the  fast-forming  purpose  of  forcing 
upon  her  a  decisive  intenriew.  lie  leaned  against  the  mantel 
in  gloomy  meditation,  and  young  Armistead,  from  the  other  side 
of  the  room,  made  various  efforts  to  catch  his  attention,  without 
being  observed  by  the  noisy  party  who  were  "  rounding  the  goose* 
berry  bush  "  in  the  centre  of  the  apartment. 
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MontroQge  was  i^nent  in  porehes.  Besides  tbe  square  front 
one — a  good  sized  room  of  Uaelf — ^there  were  an  eastern  and  a 
western  at  each  end  of  the  manaon,  imd  a  long  piazza  in  the  rear, 
extending  the  entire  length  of  the  beose  except  where  a.  jutting 
wing  shut  it  up  at  one  extremity.  Mr.  Armistead  chanced  to*" 
station  himself  by  a  window  that  commanded  this  portico^  and 
gazing  idly  forth  at  the  shimmer  from  the  lighted  parlor  upon  the 
wet  leaves  of  the  vines  trained  i^  to  the  roof^  thought  that  he 
saw  a  figure  pass  and  repass  between  them  and  himself.  Looking 
back  into  l^e  room,  he  percdved  Kajiherine's  absence,  and  doubted 
not  that  she  was  the  lonely  promenader.  The  generous  fellow 
had  a  brief,  but  rather  sharp  struggle  with  inclination  before  he 
brought  himself  to  apprise  another,  whose  right  he  supposed  to 
exceed  his  own,  of  the  discovery  he  had  made.  He  was  slightly 
smitten  with  Katherine,  just  enough  to  make  it  an  act  of  self- 
denial  to  afford  Malcolm  the  opportunity  he  fancied  he  desired — a 
private  conversation  with  her.  Seeing  that  his  signals  were 
unheeded  he  crossed  over  to  him,  and  said  a»de  :  "  Come  with  me 
into  the  hall,  I  have  something  to  say  to  you.'' 

"  Where  now  V  called  Mr.  Moreau. 

'*  To  take  a  comfortable  smoke — ^be  back  presently  1"  replied 
Armistead.  "  Mr.  Argyle,"  he  continue,  as  the  hubbub  within 
the  parlor  recommenced,  "  if  I  am  taking  an  offenave  liberty  you 
can  knock  me  down  or  forgive  me,  whichever  you  choose.  I  am 
actuated  by  none  but  kind  motives  in  imparting  to  you  a  bit  of 
information  you  may  or  may  not  care  to  use.  There  is  a  lad} 
walking  alone  in  that  porch  ;  whether  expectant  or  nonexpcc- 
tant,  willing  or  unwilling,  you  perhaps  know — I  don't !  I  am 
going  to  smoke  in  the  west  porch,  and  should  like,  for  the  sake  of 
appearances  and  Mrs.  Grundy,  to  return  to  the  parlor  with  you 
when  you  are  quite  ready.  Don't  hurry  on  my  account.  It  is 
immaterial  to  me  whether  I  take  one,  two,  or  three  pipes." 

Time  was,  and  not  a  month  ago,  when  Malcolm  would-  have 
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regarded  this  ftddress  as  a  masterf^iece  of  flippancy  and  imperti- 
nence. To-night — paradoxical  as  it  maj  aemn — ^he  was  desperate 
enough  to  be  reasonable.  He  sqneezed  the  kind-hearted  jonng 
man's  hand  until  the  knackles  slipped  from  then*  sockets. 

^I  shall  never  forget  joor  goodness  1"  he  said.  **  You  have 
made  me  your  debtor  for  life  I'' 

Katherine,  wrapt  in  a  large  dark  shawl,  as  mnch  to  elude 
obsenration  as  to  protect  her  shoolders  and  chest  from  the  damp- 
ness, paced  swiftly  from  end  to  end  of  the  portico,  heart  and 
head  throbbing  with  the  yiolence  and  number  of  her  emotions. 

And  she  had  come  to  thisi  she,  who  in  her  airy  castles  had 
garnered  a  lore  which  was  to  make  amends  for  her  past  penury 
of  affection  ;  who,  of  late,  had  seen  this  cherished  chunera  grow 
into  solidity  and  beauty ;  changed  from  a  dream  of  the  misty, 
far-off  To-come,  into  the  most  glorious  blessings  of  her  Now  I 
She  gnawed  her  lip,  as  she  bethought  herself  of  her  unveiled 
heart ;  the  crystal  well  into  which  she  had  suffered  him  to  look 
whenever  it  pleased  him,  and  where  he  could  not  but  have  seen 
his  own  image,  idealized  into  the  perfection  of  manhood  by  her 
loving  imagination  I 

"  Deceived  1  deceived  I"  she  said,  with  the  anguished  moan 
the  words  must  ever  wring  from  a  soul  that  has  trusted  as  fondly 
as  blindly,  and  she  murmured  aloud  : 

*'  I  wish  I  were  dead,  but  Vm  no*  like  to  dee, 
And  why  do  I  live  to  say, '  wae  ia  me  T  " 

"  Katherine  P 

The  girl  turned  with  a  start  and  stood  upon  the  defensive. 

Malcolm  noted  her  attitude,  dark  'though  it  was ;  heard  the 
hard-drawn  breath,  and  could  picture  to  himself  the  resolute 
hauteur  with  which  she  prepared  to  hear  him. 

**  Will  you  permit  me  to  walk  a  little  while  with  you  ?"  he 
asked.    "  Are  you  properly  shielded  from  the  abr  ?" 
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"  I  am  » 

"  Tea  are  offended  with  me,  Kathmne.  What  hare  I  done 
to  forfeit  yoor  regard  I'' 

**  I  haye  no  canse  to  be  offended  with  yon,  and  yon  no  reason 
to  snj^ose  that  yon  have  lost  gronnd  in  my  esteem.  If  my  maaner 
is  changed,  I  am  not  responsible  for  this  nnirersal  fridlty  of  my 
sex — am  1 7^  said  she,  with  ill-concealed  bitterness. 

*'  Yon  are  wasting  yonr  breath  if  yon  are  trying  to  convince  me 
that  Katherine  Rashleigh  is  the  creatnre  of  caprice,  who  can 
throw  aside  a  friend  as  she  would  a  worn  glove.  For  fonr  months 
back,  yon  have  been  my  constant  study.  If  you  intended  to  delude 
me  as  to  your  character,  or  a  solitary  trait  of  it,  you  should  have 
begun  the  work  long  ago.  I  entreat  you  to  be,  for  one  moment, 
if  no  more,  the  frank  girl  from  whom  I  parted  two  days  since,  and 
tell  me  how  I  have  angered  you." 

Katherine  tried  to  my,  "I  am  not  angry;"  but  she  could  not 
repeat  the  falsehood. 

"  Will  you  listen  to  me,  if  you  do  not  choose  to,  or  cannot 
speak  ?'' 

She  bowed. 

''I  am  not  the  man  to  sue  for  the  favor  of  any  mortal,  Kathe- 
rine. Never,  since  my  boyish  days,  have  I  said  to  a  woman  what 
I  am  impelled  now  to  utter  to  you.  I  love  you  and  I  love 
nothing  upon  earth  beside.    Katherine,  will  you  be  my  wife  ?" 

She  stood  still,  her  hands  clasped  over  her  breast,  her  head 
bowed — the  obscurity  prevented  him  from  seeing  more.  The  rain 
beat  mournfully  npon  the  roof,  and  dripped  from  leaf  to  leaf  of 
the  vines. 

''  Katherine  t"  He  took  one  of  the  nerveless  hands  in  his  fer- 
vent pressure.  "This  is  not  said  in  audacious  haste;  nor  do  I 
presume  to  assert  or  to  think  that  I  can  offer  you  anything  com* 
mensurate  with  the  value  of  the  gem  I  crave.  You  have  brought 
to  my  loveless,  monotonous  life  the  promise  of  a  second  spring, 
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more  prodigal  of  blessings  than  was  the  first.  You  hare  called  me 
'  friend,'  and  confessed  that  I  co«ld  enter  into  yonr  feelings  with 
a  full  sympathy  for  year  grief  or  joy.  This  recollection  has  been 
my  encouragement  when  I  reflected  upon  the  disparity  of  our 
ages;— upon  your  young,  buoyant  spiriti  and  mine,  soured  by 
disappointments — ^wom  by  years  and  care.  But  the  spring  of 
,  affection  is  there  yet — stronger,  more  constant  in  its  gushings 
than  when  the  boy  would  haie  flung  the  world  away  for  love 
ajid  deemed  it  well  lost    Can  you  learn  to  love  me  in  return  1" 

Oh,  the  sorrowful  dash  of  that  heavy  rain  I  It  seemed  to 
beat  down  his  hopes  to  the  earth,  with  the  dying  leaves  from  thu 
summer  plants — ^beat  them  into  a  grave  from  which  there  would 
be  no  resurrection  I  He  could  not  mistake  her  silenee  for  the 
coy  trifling  or  the  speechless  modesty  of  a  loving  girl.  There 
was  no  magnetic  thrill  in  the  chill,  passive  fingers  he  held,  no 
flutter  of  the  breath,  he  could  hear,  as  he  leaned  toward  her. 
She  might  be  grieved— she  could  not  but  be  compassionate  for 
him  under  the  consequences  of  his  self-deception  ;  but  there  was 
no  hope — none  I  And,  as  his  heart  fainted  beneath  this  terrible 
certainty,  he  leaned  against  the  wall  and  covered  his  face  with 
his  hands. 

Katherine  struggled  with  the  numb  apathy  that  held  her  in  its 
spelL 

"  Mr.  Argyle,"  she  began,  **  I  regret  this  conversation.  I 
would  hare  spared  you  this  pain  if  I  could  have  foreseen '' 

"  For  pity's  sake,  do  not  madden  me  by  hackneyed  phrases  1 
They  may  soothe  the  wounds  of  some  hearts.  They  are  worse 
than  unmeaning  to  one  povertjsetricken  as  mine — that  asked  for 
everytlung  and  received  nothing  1" 

"  I  am  very  sorry  " 

But  he  would  not  hear.  He  strode  away  impatiently ;  then 
came  back  to  her. 

"  I  will  trouble  you  with  one  question  more,"  he  said,  more 


oalmly.  "  Is  yotir  decudon  influenced  by  repiestntations  made  to 
you  by  others — ^the  result  of  pregudice,  engendered  by  their  state- 
ments of  my  character  or  habits — or  is  it  predicated  upon  what 
yen  yourself  know  concesning  me  ?  There  is  certainly  one  enemy 
of  mine  in  this  house ;  how  many  more,  I  do  not  pretend  to 
judg^..  As  to  friends — I  am  not  aware  that  I  have  one  here — I 
might  add — or  elsewhere  P 

"You  are  nnjust  to  your  well-wishers.  They  are  more  in 
number  than  yon  suppose.  As  to  your  question,  I  can  truly  say 
that  I  haYe  not  heard  a  woid  to  your  detriment  in  this,  or  any 
other  house  in  this  country.    I  have  decided  for  myself 

**  I  thank  you  for  being  so  frank  with  me.  It  is  the  truest 
kindness^  serere  as  it  may  appear  to  me  now.  Farewell,  Kathe- 
rine  I" 

Mr.  Armistead,  his  chair  tilted  upon  its  hind  legs,  his  feet  upon 
the  railing  of  the  sheltered  porch,  smoked  in  ease  of  body  and 
mind.  The  combination  of  choice  tobacco  and  the  consciousness 
of  having  performed  a  meritorious  action,  was  inefiiably  soothing. 
What  were  the  sighing  wind,  the  plashing  rain,  but  so  many 
accessories  to  his  sense  of  snug  comfort — ^provoeatiTes  to  rcTeries, 
that  pointed  to  his  own  participation  at  Cupid's  appointed  time, 
in  evenmg  strolls  and  sentimental  confabulations  with  some 
slendei^waisted,  ripe-lipped  houri,  with  eyes  as  bright  and  voice 
as  sweet  as  Katherine  Bashleigh's  ?  Since  he  could  not  have 
this  one  himself,  he  greatly  preferred  that  an  honorable  gentle- 
man, like  Malcokn  Argyle,  should  win  her  than  **  that  jackanapes 
of  a  Sancroft.  The  gamblmg  cheat  I"  he  subjoined,  with  a  vehe- 
mence that  was  suspiciously  like  Ae  smarting  of  a  persona] 
injury. 

A  footstep  in  the  flooded  walk  that  wound  past  his  nook, 
diverted  his  ideas.  It  tramped  furiously — some  nocturnal  wan* 
derer  was  in  headlong  haste. 

"  Hallo  i  who  goes  there  ?''  hculed  the  free  and  easy  youth. 
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'*  Ah  !"  said  Malcolm's  Toico.    "  I  forgot  yon  I** 

"  Never  aund  me.    Where  are  you  going  V* 

**  Home  I  that  is — to  Ben  Lomond." 

"  In  this  flood  1  Are  yon  distracted  f  I  don't  believe  yon  can 
eross  the  creek.    Yon  will  be  swept  away  P 

**  No  danger  I"  It  was  as  if  he  had  said,  "  No  such  good 
fortune  !"  He  came  up  the  steps.  "  Yon  meant  to  deal  very 
kindly  by  me.  Receive  my  thanks  for  your  attention.  Say  what 
yon  like,  in  the  parlor.'' 

The  other  nodded,  sagaciousiy,  "  Depend  upon  me  to  keep  my 
own  counsel  and  make  up  a  plausible  tale.  Take  my  oilskin  coat 
and  umbrella — ^won't  you  ?  You  are  as  wet  as  a  drowned  rat 
already  I" 

"There* is  the  less  reason  for  accepting  your  offer.  Good 
night  I"  and  he  ran  down  in  the  direction  of  the  stables. 

"  Sh-fih-sh-ew  t"  Mr.  Armistead  drew  in  his  breath,  with  a 
hissing  sound,  expressive  at  once  of  sympathy  and  astonishment. 
"  Poor  fellow  I  I  know  how  it  feels.  But  who  Would  have 
thought  it  7  Does  the  girl  hope  to  marry  a  live  lord,  or  can  she 
intend  to  throw  herself  away  on  Sancroft  ?  I  would  take  her 
myself,  rather  than  that  should  happen  !  Well,  since  the  deed  is 
done,  there  is  no  need  of  my  mounting  guard  any  longer  in  this 
damp  box.  Now,  to  cudgel  my  wits  for  an  excuse  for  his 
French  leave,  that  shall  be  as  far  off  from  the  tmth  as  consdenoe 
will  let  me  go  1" 

"  He  won't  be  here  to-night,  that's  settled,"  said  Miss  Barbara, 
returning  to  her  sitting-room^  after  the  hundredth  survey  of  the 
weather.  "  He  has  taken  sMter  somewhere — ^maybe  at  Briar- 
wood.  SAe  ain't  there,  but  young  men  in  love  have  a  mighty 
hankering  after  the  gal's  kinfolks.    It's  nat'ral." 

She  rang  the  bell,  and  Tony  presently  showed  his  head  at  the 
outer  door. 

"  Bring  in  the  stable  keys,  and  lock  up  the  house,"  ordered  Miss 
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Barbara,  and  she  began  to  clear  awaj  tbe  plates  and  cops  from  a 
roand  table  set  before  a  bright,  tiny  fire,  which  had  heen  kindled 
to  "  keep  his  snpper  warm.'' 

"  Ain't  notmarster  pretendin^  to  return  to-night  ?"  mquired  the 
body-senrant.  "  He  hare  not  left  any  message  of  that  specie 
with^lpe."  / 

"  Who  bnt  a  dnmkard  or  a  crazy  man  would  ride  in  this  rain, 
if  he  conld  light  upon  a  tobacco^bam,  with  half  a  roof  on,  you 
simpleton  1^  demanded  the  housekeeper,  tartly. 

"  Sorry  to  hear  sech  a  melancholy  import  of  my  poor  marstcr," 
said  the  pert  fellow,  assuming  a  rueful  visage.  **  He  must  be 
mad  or  'toxicated  one — ^for  that  am  Sprightly's  hoof  splashing 
down  the  road,  if  ever  I  heerd  a  horse  gallop." 

"  You  donH  say  so  I" 

Miss  Barbara  rushed  to  the  door,  then  back  again  to  the 
table  ;  replaced  the  tea-things,  and  seizing  a  tnrkey-wing,  fanned 
the  fire  to  a  lively  blaze  by  the  time  Malcolm  entered — drenched 
to  the  skin  and  pale  as  death. 

"  Don't  set  down  I  do  you  want  to  ketch  your  death  ?''  cried 
Miss  Barbara,  as  he  threw  himself  upon  the  settee.  "Walk 
up  and  down  the  room,  as  fast  as  ever  yon  can,  while  I  mn  for 
dry  clothes." 

These  brought,  she  jerked  out  a  bunch  of  keys  from  her  hand- 
basket,  and  trotted  off  to  the  dining-room.  While  she  stood  at 
the  side-board,  mixing  a  glass  of  hot  toddy,  Tony  appeared,  with 
a  request  for  a  little  brandy  or  whisky,  to  bathe  Sprightly's  legs. 

*'  Are  you  stark  staring  mad  t"  Miss  Barbara  was  aghast  at 
his  impertinence.  " 

"  Not  that  I  knows  on.  Miss  Barbara ;  but  you  was  right 
when  you  said  that  marstcr  was.  Twould  make  the  heart  of  a 
grindstone  shod  tears,  to  see  that  'ere  critter  a-tremblin'  like 
she'd  drop,  and  a-perspirin'  with  mud  and  larther.  And  he  sot  so 
much  store  by  her  I   It's  my  compression  he  seen  a  sperrit  'tother 
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qlde  of  the  bridge.  That's  been  many  a  parnou  sot  up^n  bj  the 
haunts  in  them — those  low-grotrnds." 

"  Go  to  Guinea,  with  your  '  haunts '  and  your  fine  gram- 
mar I"  Bni^)ped  Miss  Barbara,  pouring  oat  a  tnmbler  of  whisky. 
'*  Thar  I  see  that  it  goes  upon  Sprightly's  1^  and  not  into  your 
throat  1" 

But  what  she  had  heard  excited  her  alarm,  and  prepared  her 
for  the  gloomy  countenance  she  beheld,  when  she  returned  to  the 
room  where  she  had  left  Malcolm.  With  a  failing  heart  and  a 
cheerful  look,  the  faithful  foster-mother  proffered  her  preventiye 
cordial. 

"  It's  the  best  thing  in  nater  for  yoa  1"  she  said,  as  he  motioned 
it  away. 

"  Bettertlrink  it,  my  dear  boy  1" 

He  took  the  glass  and  sipped  it. 

"  And  now,  I'll  have  your  hot  coffee  ready  in  a  trice  l"*  she 
pursued,  stirring  open  the  bed  of  coals. 

"  I  have  been  to  supper." 

"  Where  at  ?" 

"  Montrouge." 

Miss  Barbara's  limbs  gave  way,  and  she  dropped  into  a  cbalr. 
Malcolm  saw  the  consternation  depicted  in  every  line  and  wrinkle, 
and  knew  the  direction  of  her  fears.  He  was  not  altogether 
friendless.  So  lonely  of  spirit — so  bowed  down  was  he  th^ 
that  he  would  not  have  spumed  a  dog  that  crept  to  lus  knee 
with  eyes  of  pity  and  of  love.  He  knelt  down  before  her — the 
homely  and  uncultivated  woman  whom  others  deemed  a  household 
drudge — and  hid  his  face  iBiJker  lap. 

"  It  is  an  over,  Aunt  Bab  1" 

She  held  his  head  close  to  her  bosom,  and  her  tears  rained 
upon  his  hcur. 

"  My  boy  1  my  poor  boy  !  what  can  I  say  to  comfort  you  ?  She 
couldn't  have  been  worthy  of  you,  dear,  or  she'd  never  have  led 
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yon  <m  so  far,  ai^d  then  broken  your  heart.  The  time  will  come 
— ^if  the  Lord  ever  punishes  such  cruel  doin's  in  this  world — 
when  shell  weep  and  pray  for  the  love  she  won't  have  now." 

''  And  /praj  that  she  may  nerer  know  a  thousandth  part  of 
the  mis^  she  has  cost  me  I"  said  Malcolm,  rising.  "  She  must 
not  be  blamed,  Aunt  Bab.  She  is  innocent  of  intentional  wrong; 
Ber  feeling  for  me  was  that  of  a  child  for  an  elderly  fHend.  She 
would  have  sa^ed  me  the  pains  of  a  dismiaRal,  but  like  a  blind 
fool  I  did  not  nee  what  she  was  trying  to  dp.  I  can  tell  you 
nothing  more.  I  am  not  worth  these  tears — so  dry  them,  if  yoa 
loye  me  1  I  hare  never  caused  any  one  dse  half  the  unhi^ppiness 
I  have  you,  who  have  done  everything  for  meJ' 

He  kissed  her  cheek,  and  went  off  to  his  desolate  chamber. 

The  old  nurse  wept  alone  upon  the  hearthstone,  far  into  the 
rainy  night  that  had  brought  this^teat  sorrow  upon  her  darling ; 
mourned,  in  the  singleness  of  her  devotion,  >;hat  he  ivas  only  hers 
— that  he,  the  joy  of  her  life,  the  light  of  her  9ged  eyes,  had  not 
forgotten  her  in  the  riiptures  of  a  successful  love  that  would  have 
assigned  te  her  for  evermore  a  subordmate  place  in  his  hearv  and 
home. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

Ms.  MoBXAU  rode  aver  to  Briarwood  next  day,  to  inquire 
after  the  wel&re  of  his  nude,  and  to  report  Katherine's  con- 
tinued health  and  happiness.  Thedolonel  was  out  on  the  plan- 
tation, and  his  nephew  Joined  him  there,  relieyed  t|pftLhe  was  not 
to  sit  during  his  call,  beneath  the  still  grave  eyes  6t  his  aunt-in- 
law,  of  whom  he  stood  in  far  greater  awe  than  of  her  more  pre- 
tentiously dignified  lord. 

The  two  gentlemen  had  a  friendly  ride  and  chat  together ; 
the  elder,  aphoristic  and  patronizing ;  the  younger,  humbly  teach- 
able. Every  British  innovation  upon  "crude  American  agri- 
culture," prelected  by  the  Colonel,  was  the  acme  of  practical 
wisdom,  and  his  ^*  remarkable  "  dissertations  upon  soils,  seeds  and 
climates  proved  him  to  be  a  mammoth  EncyclopsBdia — a  prodigy 
of  erudition.  Mr.  Moreau  had  never  been  so  nearly  co-heir  with 
his  cousin  as  when,  their  round  completed,  they  stopped  inside  the 
great  gate  of  the  domain  to  exchange  parting  remarks. 

"  And  while  I  think  of  it,"  said  Moreau,  drawing  nearer  the 
old  gentieman's  ear,  "you  have  transferred  your  accounts  to 
Hammond,  I  hear.'' 

"  I  have." 

"  And  a  very  prudent  measure  it  was !"  said  the  nephew. 
"  Not  that  I  question  Sancroft's  integrity.  The  poor  fellow  has 
his  enemies — ^as  one  must  have  who  is  a  strict  collector — ^the 
agent  selected  to  do  the  disagreeable  jobs  which  those  who  em- 
ploy him  shirk  themselves ;  but  I  have  no  ground  for  branding 
him  as  slippery.    Neveriheless,  these  are  times  that  try  men^ 
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Bouls,  and  each  one  of  ns  must  save  himself  if  he  £an  ;  reversing 
the  sense  of  the  legal  masdm,  we  mtist  belieye  ererjr  man  a  rogoe 
until  he  is  proved  to  be  honest.  You  could  not  have  picked  out 
a  sharper  watch-dog '  than  Hammond.  He  is  mj  lawyer  also. 
And  that  reminds  me  that  I  have  some  business  with  him  to^lay. 
Will  you  go  over  to  see  him  with  me  V 

"  As  I  remarked,  a  while  ago^  I  have  an  appointment  at  eleven 
o'clock  with  the  builder;  who  is  to  put  up  the  new  wing,"  replied 
the  Colonel, ''  or  I  would  accompany  you  with  pleasure.'' 

**  Ah  I  I  had  forgotten  I  I  am  very  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  take 
the  ride  alotze,  when,  but  for  that  unfortunate  engagement,  I 
might  have  had  so  delightful  a  con:^>amon.  Have  you  any 
message  for  Hammond  ?" 

,  *'  None^-or,  you  may  ask  how  he  is  progressing  with  my 
business,  and  whether  he  has  detected  any  errois  in  the  InIIs. 
Between  ourselves,  Robert,  I  have  not  the  impfidt  confidence  in 
*  Bancroft  which  you  express.'' 

''  I  may  be  excused  for  trusting  an  old  acquaintance,"  said  Mr. 
Moreon,  heroically.     "  I  should  have  been  cdpable  indeed  to 
^  have  confided  your  interests,  so  much  more  precious  than  my 
own,  to  him,  had  my  belief  in  his  honesty  ever  wavered." 

"  Certainly,  my  boy  t"  The  rare  and  kind  phrase  made  Morean's 
heart  leap  with  joy.  ''  You  did  everything  for  the  best.  Never 
doubt  that  I  keep  this  in  mind.  But,  as  you  have  said,  these  are 
times  that  imperatively  demand  precautionary  measures.  I  hope 
that  you  are  right — altogether  right,  with  regard  to  your  agent. 
I  am  growing  old,  and  it  may  be,  timorous." 

"  Do  not  shame  me  by  apologies,  my  dear  sir  I  I  repeat, 
your  action  was  judicious— eminently  judicious  1  I  am,  then,  to 
see  how  Hammond  is  working  and  hurry  him  a  little  if  he  is 
dragging  things  along  at  the  snail  pace  he  chooses  sometimes  f" 

"  By  all  means,  expedite  the  affaur,  if  you  can.  Nothing  dis* 
pleases  me  more  than  dilatorlness  in  business," 


ZM  NXMX8IB. 

**  Hanimood  ia  apt  to  be  sarlj,  if  interfered  wit^  I  do  not 
care  to  Bipp%ut  to  pidt:  a  quarrel.  Do  you  object  to  giving  me  a 
line  that  shall  certify  to  my  authority  to  make  what  inyestigationfl 
I  may  think  beet  ?" 

**  The  word  of  a  gentleman  should  be  enongh  I"  returned  the 
Colonel,  loftily. 

Moreau  shrugged  his  shoulders.  **  Hammond  boasts  of  know- 
ing no  castes  or  rank  in  his  profession.  But  I  can  assert  xaj 
rights  to  any  one— attorney  or  gentleman.  Good  morning,  sir. 
My  respects  to  the  la4ies  P 

-  "  Stay  t"  The  Colonel  pencilled  something  upon  a  leaf  of  his 
pocket-booky  and  tearing  it  ont,  folded  it  into  the  form  of  a  note. 
"  It  is  unnecessary  to  hare  any  words  about  a  trifle.  CKre  tiiis 
to  Mr.  Hammond  from  me.  Say  to  Katherine  that  we  are  well, 
and  glad  that  she  is  eigoying  herself.  I  shall  meet  her  at  church 
on  the  Sabbath." 

The  thought  of  her  absence,  although  he  missed  her  more  than 
he  would  haye  done  the  sunshine,  was  not  the  drawback  to  his 
complacency,  as  he  mounted  the  hill  upon  which  his  house  was 
situated.  As  his  head  recovered  fhHn  the  intoxicating  fumes  of 
the  flattery  his  nephew  had  administered,  he  awoke  to  the  con- 
sciousness of  an  imprudent  action,  or,  at  best,  one  whose  expe- 
diency his  clearsighted  wife  would  question.  Slow  to  receire 
impressions,  he  was  exceedingly  tenacious  of  an  idea  when  it  was 
adopted,  and  his  distrust  of  Sancroft  was  ineradicable.  He 
believed  that  to  this  prejudice  was  to  be  ascribed  the  doubt  he 
felt  as  to  the  propriety  of  countenancing  Moreau's  surveillance 
of  the  business,  so  lately  taken  from  the  agent  of  his  choice:  In 
reality,  the  discomfort  was  the  stirring  life  within  a  seed  dropped 
by  his  home-cotmsellor — casually,  it  seemed — a  little  while  before, 
a  slight  slur  upon  the  stability,  the  moral  courage  and  business 
talent  of  the  plausible  nephew. 

"  But,"  said  the  Colonel  to  himself,  "  what  harm  can  arise 
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from  %\dB  trifling  Indiscretion — ^if  I  am  to  consider  it  as  sach  ? 
Robert  is  strongly  attached  to  me,  and  his  dntentions  are  good, 
hoinreTer  fanltj  his  jodgment  may  be." 

And  thoB  comforting  himself,  he  determined  to  refrain  from 
asiy  mention  of  the  yerba}  and  written  amthority  he  had  granted 
to  one  who  did  not  enjoy  Mrs*  BAshleigh's  fall  confidence. 

"  Oh  1"  remonstrates  a  wedded  PbHJfo.    "  Is  this  the  man  yon 
have  heretofore  held  np  to  ns,  as  a  model  of  conjngal  derotion? 
who  loTed  and  tmsted  his  wife,  and  relied  upon  her  advice  more 
thftrr  npon  that   of  any  other  person  ?     Here  is  one  of  the 
'improbabilities'  spoken  of  in  yonr  ' Introduction  T     I  ^onld 
die  of  grief  if  I  believed  that  my  Corydon  eonld  so  itisnlt  me  by 
a  partial  confidence.    I  thank  my  stars  that  his  every  thought  is 
noine  ;  that  he  throws  open  his  heart  to  me,  to  entei^  as  I  will. 
There  are  no  Bluebeard  chambers  there.'' 
^    Dear  and  respected  Mrs.  Pfaillis  !  if  all  the  now  happy  wives 
who  are  insnlted  in  this  manner,  were  to  resolve  with  you,  and 
oarry  out  your  .fine  resolution,  not  to  survive  their  disgrace,  what 
rapid  fortunes  would  be  realized  by  those  benefactors  to  the  sex 
ma8caline,~who  provide  ready-made  mourning-suits  at  the  shortest 
posdble  notice  I    What  belles  would  Anastasia,  and  Sappho,  and 
Chloe  inmiediately  become  I  the  lorn  and  single  fair  who  have 
cast  such  longing,  hopeless  glances  upon  your  connubial  estate  I 
In  yonr  orisons  to  the  stars  that  have  succeeded  so  well  in  the 
merciful  task  of  blinding  your  eyes,  forget  not  to  mingle  thanks- 
givings for  the  want  of  knowledge,  which  is  bliss,  with  your 
grateful  acknowledgments  for  blessings  received  and  seen.'    If  all 
the  contented  Eatimas  in  our  land  were  to  stumble  upon  their 
respective    Bluebeards'    chambers    some    bright    morning,   the 
"  Sister  Annes"  upon  the  house-tops  would  rival  in  nomber  the 
chimney-stacks. 

We  have  seen,  for  example,  the  uxorious  uncle  and  the  heL> 
pecked  nephew  pursuing  their  divergent  ways,  each  pondering  np^u 
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Mb  Bcheme  for  hoodwinking  his  "  second  self/'  the  "partner  of 
hJH  inmost  thoughts,"  the  Ladj  High  Keeper  of  his  soul's 
archives,  and  neither  beset  hj  soii^ings  about  the  inyisibihty 
and  dorabilitj  of  the  trap-doors  that  masked  their  secret  dosets. 
Tet,  when  the  daj  <^  destinj  arrires,  and  the  rost^eaten  bolt,  or 
the  brittle  bar  gives  way  under  Phillis'  fairy  foot^M,  to  her 
horror  and  Coiydon's  confusion,  nobody  pities  ei^er,  for  he 
ought  to  have  foreseen  it,  and  so  ought  she. 

Mr.  Hammond  ha|^pened  to  be  engaged  in  examining  Colonel 
Rashleigh's  books,  and  making  memoranda  of  letters  to  be 
penned  concerning  the  same,  when  Mr.  Moreau  was  shown  into 
his  office.  Hie  lawyer  deci^red  the  Goloners  pencilled  note, 
and  knit  his  brows  musingly.  The  language  was  polite,  and  covf 
conveyed  Bk,  simple  request  that  Mr.  Hammond  would  Acquaint 
Mr.  Moreau  with  the  progress  he  had  made  in  the  settlement  of 
Colonel  Kashleigh's  accounts— but  the  cui  bono?  directly  pre-, 
sented  itself  to  the  legal  man.  After  a  Tain  attempt  to  ferret 
out  something  mysterious  or  mischievous  in  1Mb  selection  of  a 
coadjutor  in  his  work,  he  concluded  that  the  Colonel  was  odd, 
and  moreover  affectionately  ignorant  of  his  nephew's  m^tal 
deficiencies,  and,  lastly,  that  it  was  not  of  the  slightest  conse- 
quence to  him  who  looked  over  the  papers  with  him.  At  tins 
point,  Mr.  Moreau  spoke  up,  in  an  off-hand  way. 

''  To  tell  the  truth,  Hammond,  the  whole  thing  is  a  bore  to 
me  ;  but  the  old  gentleman  couldn't  come  orer  himself,  and  gave 
me  the  appointment  unasked.  So,  I  vdU  just  hear  what  yon 
have  to  say,  and  tumble  over  the  papers  awhOe,  and  make  a  note 
here  and  there,  lest  I  should  forget  all  I  haye  learned  before  I 
get  back  to  I^riarwood.  He  is  amazingly  particular,  the  Colonel 
is  I  and  a  fellow,  all  odds  and  ends,  like  myself,  has  to  be  per- 
})€tual]y  on  his  guard,  through  fear  of  damaging  his  prospects — 
you  understand  ?" 

Mr.  Hammond  thought  that  he  must  indeed  be  in  a  stupid 


moodj  when  he  could  uotr  unriddle  this  diaEow-pate,  and  the  two 
seated  themselves  with  the  books  and  pile  of  bills  between  them* 
Mr.  Hammond  bestowed  an  item  or  two  of  information,  to  the 
effect,  that  he  was  getting  along  as  well  as  he  had  expected,  and 
that,  thus  far,  all  was  correct,  and  then  feU  to  work.  'Mr. 
Morean's  style  of  proceeding  rerified  his  predescri^on.  He 
rustled  j^ers  ;  glanced  down  and  up  colomns  of  figures  with  a 
celerity  incompatible  with  calculation,  or  even  attentive  reading, 
and  made  irregular,  and  seemingly  cursory  references  to  his  note- 
book. 

"  By  (Gl^eorge  !  it  is  a  preciona  farce,  and  I  am  sick  of  it  I"  ho 
yawned,  at  bngth,  stretching  himself  in  his  chair.  ''  I  reckon 
that  I  have  done  my  duty  by  my  revered  unde,  and  profited  long 
enough  by  your  instructions,  Hammond.  I  h^d  rather  talk 
about  cattle  and  crops  all  day,  than  about  law  for  half  an  hour/' 

**  I  take  some  interest  in  those  subjects  myself,"  returned  the 
lawyer.  "  If  you  desire  proof,  just  cast  your  eye  through  that 
window  upon  that  field  of  com." 

"  That  is  your  brag  rare-ripe — jisn't  it  ?  I  have  heard  wonder- 
ful things  of  it.  But  what  are  those  ?  Your  neighbor's  cows  or 
your  own  are  making  free  with  it  in  advance  of  the  season." 

Mr.  Hammond  gave  a  look  and  ran  to  the  door.  A  shout 
brought  up  all  the  little  negroes  on  the  place,  and  many  of  the 
women,  the  men  being  mostly  absent  at  their  farm-work.  Directed 
by  their  master,  a  crew  of  Eboe  juveniles  and  five  or  six  dogs 
scampered  off  to  execute  justice  upon  the  depredating  herd,  who 
were  trampling  and  feasting  upon  the  choice  grain.  After  a  deal 
of  superfluous  noise  and  labor,  the  field  was  cleared  of  invaders  ; 
the  broken  panel  of  fence,  which  had  afforded  ingress,  mended, 
and  Mr.  Hammond  calmed  down  gradually. 

"  I  do  not  think  they  have  done  much  damage,"  remarked  3Ir, 
Moreau,  who  had  followed  the  owner  of  the  crop  to  the  seat  of 
war.    "  It  is  lucky  you  discovered  it  when  you  did." 
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''It  wiH  be  reiy  tinlackj  fbr  the  rascal  who  pdled  that  fence 
down,  if  erer  I  catch  him  at  his  tricks  K*  said  the  other.  "  It  is 
not  the  only  time  I  hare  been  served  in  tills  way,  and  I  hare 
my  eye  npon  the  yillain." 

"Who  isitP*  asked  Mr.  Morean,  switching  down  a  mnllen- 
stalk  with  his  horsewhip. 

"  That  free  negro  np  the  road,  whose  brother  I  help9d  to  the 
Penitentiary  last  spring.  He  will  keep  him  company  there  before 
long,  if  he  is  not  rery  careful.*^ 

**  And  senre  him  right  1^  answered  Mr.  Morean. 

He  stopped  to  nnfiftsten  his  horse  from  the  rack  by  the  gate. 

"  Stay  to  dinner — ^won't  yon  T^  invited  the  host. 

"  Thank  yon  !  I  wonld  be  glad  to  do  so,  only  I  left  a  honse- 
fnl  of  company  at  home.  Come  over  some  Itoie  this  week,  and 
laee  ns.  There  are  several  pretty  girls  with  ns,  ff  you  have  not 
lost  your  taste  for  beanty." 

"  Not  1 1  so  my  wifte  compliments  me  by  saying,"  langhed  Mr. 
Hammond.  "  He  has  a  kind  heart,  but  a  very  poor  head-piece,'^ 
he  observed,  as  his  neighbor  cantered  away.  **  However,  he  did 
not  make  himself." 

His  charitable  reflections  were  suspended  by  the  sight  that  met 
him  in  h&  office.  Both  doors  had  been  left  open,  and  the  draught 
thus  created,  was  strong  enough  to  blow  most  of  the  papers  off 
the  table,  and,  for  anght  he  knew,  some  of  them  into  the  yard. 
He  was  not  addicted  to  profanity,  but  it  was  as  well  for  his  rcpn- 
tation  as  a  man  of  decorous  speech,  that  there  were  no  eavcei- 
droppers  to  report  the  ejaculations  and  grumblings  with  which  he 
pursued  the  scattered  documents. 

The  day  was  sunny,  but  not  fiercely  hot,  like  its  predecessor, 
and  when  her  companions  betook  themselves  to  their  novels  and 
couches,  at  mid-day,  Katherine  donned  her  sun-bonnet  and  stole 
out  of  the  house,  tlirough  the  garden,  and  across  a  strip  of  meadow 
into  the  forest.     There,  freed  from  the  scrutiny  of  curious  eyes 
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she  sat  down  upon  a  fragment  oi  rock  at  the  foot  of  a  pine,  and" 
wept  in  ntter  wretchedness  of  spirit. 

She  felt  like  a  lonely  child,  in  the  dark,  reaching  yainlj  on  all 
sides  for  something  that  might  comfort  or  teU  her  where  she  was. 
Howerer  mdelj  the  tempests  of  life  may  buffet  the  bark  of  the 
yonng  royager  ;  howerer  blackly  the  skies  of  Fate  may  lower — 
if  but  th«  anchor  of  faith  in  the  thbg  beloved  hold  firm,  it  rides 
the  storm  with  hopefnl  conrage  within.  Tear  this  anchor  away, 
and  earth  has  not  a  more  reckless  and  pitiable  waif  than  thai 
once  tmstfol  heart.  With  Katherine,  the  heat  of  anger  was  gone. 
The  reflection  that  she  was  the  intended  yicthn  Malcolm  would 
have  offered  to  exorcise  the  ghost  of  his  unhappy  love  ;  that  the 
heart,  which,  in  its  freshness  and  plenitude  of  emotion,  was 
worthy  to  be  a  king's  ransom,  was  to  buy  for  him  a  negative  hap- 
piness—cheat him  of  regrets  for  the  past — ^make  of  a  restless,  a 
"cahn'^  existence;  that  this  was  his  ''scheme,^'  in  which  no 
account  was  made  of  her  wasted  life  and  deceived  affection  ;  all 
this,  while  it  made  her  heart  the  sorer,  could  not  rekindle  the 
flame  of  resentment.  She  had  trusted  and  been  mistaken — ^it  was 
her  willful  mistal^c.  She  loved  and  was  not  loved  again.  She 
must  bear  the  penalty  of  her  indiscretion  as  she  could,  until  time 
blunted  the  sense  of  suffering,  that  now  appeared  intolerable.  She 
would  go  back  home — ^to  her  old  fath^,  who  loved  her  in  his 
way;  to  the  mother,  whose  ceaseless  care  she  was;  to  the  patient, 
indulgent  governess,  who  never  thought  or  spoke  unkmdly  of  her 
— and  try  to  do  her  duty  faithfuUy  to  them  ;  to  be  content  with 
the  peaceful  monotony  of  the  life  they  led,  since  she  was  to  have 
no  other. 

"But,''  she  sobbed,  in  gurllsh  abandonment,  "  I  did  fo  long  to 
be  loved  once  I  to  know  the  bliss  of  it,  if  but  for  one  moment  I  I 
think  I  could  have  died  happily  then  I" 

An  opening  in  the  underbrush,  growing  thickly  about  her, 
[^owed  her  that  she  was  near  the  edge  of  the  woodland,  and  half 
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a  mile  beyond,  aro6e  the  dark  walls  and  peaked  gables  of  Ben 
Lomond.  Between  it  and  her,  was  the  cedar  groye,  shadowii^ 
the  bnrial-gronnd.  *  In  the  abject  prostration  of  her  disappoint- 
ment, she  thought  of  a  resting-place  there,  as  the  dearest  home 
the  world  bad  now  to  give  to  its  bereaved  child  Hirongh  this 
break  in  the  boshes  was  likewise  yisible  the  high  road,  and  her 
proximity  to  it  was  made  known  to  her  by  the  sound  of  a  horse's 
feet.  Her  instant  idea  was  of  the  last  person  by  whom  she  wonld 
wish  to  be  discorered,  and  she  crouched  to  the  very  ground,  lest 
the  rider,  from  his  elevated  position,  should  look  over  the  tops  of 
the  brushwood  into  her  retreat.  Still,  between  the  leaves,  she 
could  catch  glimpses  of  the  passers-by,  for  the  horseman  was  not 
solitary,  as  she  soon  learned  from  hearing  voices  in  conversation. 
She  recognized  Mr.  Sancroft's  laugh  before  he  came  in  sight. 
His  companion  was  Mr.  Moreau,  his  face  as  set  and  gloomy 
as  Sancroft's  was  ftdl  of  triumph,  that  had  in  it  a  spice  of  the 
Satanic.  They  were  walking  their  horses,  and  some  phrases  of 
their  talk  came  to  her  ear,  with  startling  distinctness,  so  stiL 
and  clear  was  the  air. 

"  I  have  lied  and  stolen  for  you  I  You  will  have  me  commit 
murder  next  1"  said  Mr.  Moreau.  "  I  feel  as  mean  as  a  she^ 
stealing  dog." 

"  Tut,  mani  You  ought  to  be  vain  of  your  clever  job  I  I 
did  it  out  of  natural  affection  you  know.  Couldn't  let  the  old 
foj  fall  into  the  trap  he  had  set  for  himself  in  those  documents. 
How  Hammond  stormed  at  the  cows  and  the  negroes  1" 

Another  laugh  that  sounded  fiendish  in  its  glee,  to  the  sorrow- 
ing girl,  and  they  were  out  of  hearing. 

She  recollected  it,  when  an  hour  afterward  her  smirking 
admirer  brought  into  play  all  his  arts  of  pleasing,  and  complir 
mented  her  upon  her  uniform  flow  of  spirits — "a  perennial 
fount,"  he  was  pleased  to  say,  ''  that  never  required  a  fordng- 
pump." 
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Mr.  Moreaa  did  not  appear  in  the  drawing-room  after  dinner. 
Katherine  asked  where  he  was,  and  his  wife  replied  that  he  was 
lying  down.  "  He  had  a  headache,  bronght.on  bj  riding  too  far 
in  the  snn." 

As  the  girls  were  nndressing  that  night,  Katherine  noticed  a 
pecnliar  meaning  in  the  faces  of  the  others,  when  the  host's  name 
was  mentioned,  bnt  did  not  inij^e  its  significance.  An 
incantioosly  lond  whii^er  from  the  opposite  bed,  after  the j  had 
retired,  enlightened  her  as  to  the  mystery, 

"  I  met  hhn,  as  they  were  carrying  him  to  his  room,"  said 
Jenny  Armistead.  "  He  was  too  dmnk  to  walk  or  stand.  And 
Mrs.  Moreaa  was  so  angry  V 
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CHAPTER  XXn. 

The  Sabbath  dawned  like  a  foretaste  of  the  upper  Paradise. 
There  had  been  another  thunder  shower  on  Satordaj,  and  the 
jellowing  trees  and  browning  fields  were  refreshed  into  almost 
vernal  greenness.  The  streams  were  edged  with  the  golden-rod, 
and  the  meadows  gaj  with  pnrple  brash  and  white  wild  fennel  and 
radiant  coreopsis.  The  hickory's  signal  banner  of  pale  yellow 
and  the  red  beacons  of  the  gnm-tree  and  maple,  still,  like  faithful 
warders,  proclaimed  the  approaching  invasion  of  the  Frost  King; 
but  their  alarms  were  displayed  to  inattentive  eyes. 

The  Moreaos  parted,  to-day,  with  most  of  their  visitors.  Only 
Elizabeth  Hunter  was  to  remain  with  them,  and  her  brother 
would  come  on  the  morrow,  to  take  her  away. 

''  We  have  'had  a  pleasant,  but  an  unprofitable  week,''  said 
Jenny  Armistead,  on  their  way  to  church.  "  By  right,  we  should 
have  realized  an  offer  apiece,  and  not  one  of  us  has  had  a  chance 
to  say,  *No  I'" 

"  Or,  Yes  1"  said  Katheriiie,  for  she  sitw  Mr.  Armistead's  eye 
flash  quickly  toward  her,  and  understood  intuitively,  that  he 
had  gained  some  knowledge  of  the  real  state  of  the  case  with 
one  of  the  quartette. 

He  rode  by  the  side  of  the  carriage,  and  was  the  only  gentle- 
man within  hearing,  of  his  saucy  sister. 

**  Nobody  minds  Alick  I"  she  replied  to  an  admonitory  look  from 
Elizabeth  Hunter,  whose  heart  had  not  escaped  uninjured  from 
the  week's  association  with  the  handsome  and  sprightly  brother 


"  Yaik  do  ^t,  at  all  eyeatsl'^  he  rejcnoed  ''  It  is  not  just  that 
I  should  bear  all  the.  blame,  and  mj  &llow-deIinqaents  go 
unwhipped.  Sancroft,  Blanton  1  Do  yoa  hear  the  complaint  of 
these  de&auded  maidens?  A  week's  haut — and  they  hare  not 
ba^^ed  a  Eongle  bird  I  Who  is  ready  to  xaake  am^ids  to  the 
undaocessjfiil — I  dare  not  say,  the  onsidllful  Dianas  7  Don't  all 
speak  at  once  I" 

"  I  am,  for  one  T'  repUed  SaneroA,  '^  jitotided  the  act  of  public, 
joBtice— the  amende  honorable — be  prefaced  by  one  of  a  more 
personal  and  confidential  character." 

*^  I  make  no  reseryatipns,"  said  Blanton.  "  I  am  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  ladies.  They  may  draw  straws  for  me,  if  they  like. 
I  will  be  a  dntiful  bondsman  to  any  one  of  them." 

"Yon  are  too  accommodating,"  said -Miss  Armistead,  bridling. 
"We  do  not  prize  what  is  so  easily  bought ;  do  not  want  hearts 
that  are  offered  at  auction." 

"  They  ought  to  be  disposed  of  as  paupers  are  provided  with 
boarding-places — ^knocked  down  to  the  lowest  bidders,"  added 
Elizabeth. 

Conmaonplace  girls  can  be  sharp,  when  woman's  supreme  right 
to  the  sovereignty  of  hearts  is  asstdled  or  treated  lightly,  and  Mr 
Blanton,  who  thought  he  had  made  a  gallant  speech,  was  morti- 
fied at  the  double-headed  bolt  cast  at  him  m  reply. 

"  Finish  me,  if  you  please,  Miss  Rashleigh — and  Miss  Martha 
may  bury  me,"  he  implored,  with  the  best  grace  he  could  muster. 
"  It  would  be  mercy  to  put  me  out  of  my  misery,  as  we  crush 
lame  grasshoppers." 

"  Or  one-winged  butterflies  1"  interposed  Miss  Armistead, 
smartly. 

"  I  do  not  place  you  in  either  category,  Mr.  Blanton,"  said 
Katherine,  with  a  gentleness  she  seldom  exhibited  in  addressing 
him,  for  she  was  no  more  partial  to  him  than  were  the  two  young 
ladiep,  from  whose  cruelty  he  appealed.     "  And  it  has  always 
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seined  to  me  questionable  mercy  to  extinguish  the  remaining 
spark  of  life,  because  the  unhappj  creatnre  has  already  lost  a  por« 
tion  of  its  Titalitj.  To  kill  and  to  cnre  belongs  to  Nature  and 
not  to  us,  in  such  cases.'' 

**  Sound  phfloeophy,''  commented  AHck  Armistead.  "  So  yon 
say  to  the  maimed  grasshopper : 

«LiT«  to  kick  tnodier  day.'" 

''I  hope  yon  are  thankful  to  Miss  Bashleigh  for  your  reprieve, 
Mr.  BUnton/'  said  Elizabeth. 

He  was  so  far  grateful  that  he  inwardly  awarded  to  Miss  Kash- 
leighy  the  palm  of  amiability,  as  he  had  preyiously  regarded  her 
as  the  most  beautiful  of  the  four  girls.  For  the  rest  of  the  way 
he  was  disposed  to  taciturnity  and  serious  thought.  He  was 
debating  the  probable  chances  of  success  which  he,  with  a  small 
real  estate  and  a  fluctuating  income  of  uncertain  amount,  would 
have  in  the  race  with  Argyle,  Bancroft,  and  perhaps  Armistead-^ 
for  the  heiress. 

The  most  popular  and  courted  girl  in  the  community,  Eathe< 
rine  alighted  at  the  church-door,  and  felt  herself  to  bo  the  most 
forlorn  and  stricken  being  there,  as  she  gazed  upon  the  gathering 
crowd,  with  its  holiday  faces.  While  the  Moreau  party  stood 
upon  the  green,  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  second  carriage, 
containing  the  host,  hostess  and  children.  Colonel  Rashleigh's 
noble  equipage  was  driven  up  from  another  direction.  It  was 
faultless  in  its  every  appurtenance— from  the  burnished  coats  of  the 
horses  and  the  silver  mountings  of  the  harness,  to  the  knee-buckles 
of  the  doughty  Thomas,  who,  sublimely  oblivious  of  quagmires 
and  soiled  liveries,  stood,  in  poker-like  dignity,  upon  the  foot- 
board behind  the  coach.  Such  parade  poor  Mark  may  have  had 
in  his  eye,  when  he  prophesied  that  his  wife  and  daughter  would 
see  the  day  when  they  should  ride  pa£t  their  old  home  in  theit 
chariot  and  four,  and  forget  that  they  had  ever  li^ed  there. 
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Colonel  RasUeigh  got  out  slowly,  his  hand  on  the  footman's 
shoulder,  and  tnrncd  to  aid  his  wife's  descent.  A  hnm  went 
through  the  assembly  as  she  appeared.  She  had  never  attended 
church  before,  during  her  residence  at  Briarwood,  although  Mrs. 
fioH  and  Katherine  were  invariably  present  whenever  there  was 
service  at  Deep  Run,  and  the  Colonel:  frequently  accompanied 
them.  Mrs.  B^hleigh's  iU-health  was  supposed  to  be  the  cause 
why  she  so  seldom  went  abroad,  and  but  a  small  proportion  of 
the  surrounding  population,  excepting  those  who  were  on  visiting 
terms  at  Briarwood,  had  ever  had  a  closer  view  of  her  than  was 
gained  through  her  carriage  windows,  as  she  took  her  daily  air- 
ings. She  wore  a  veil  now  to  protect  her  weak  eyes,  or  to  ward 
off  prying  gazes  ;  but  when  she  drew  it  aside  to  speak  with  her 
daughter,  the  wan,  yet  beautiful  face  disclosed,  interested  aU — 
was  the  subject  of  remark  with  many. 

"  Are  you  not  well  ?"  she  said  to  Katherine,  as  they  went  up 
the  steps  together.  A  ruddy  tint  supplanted  the  lily  in  the 
daoghter's  cheek. 

"  Very  well,  madam,"  she  answered,  but  her  heart  sank  at  the 
penetration,  the  imerring  perception,  that  at  a  glance,  discovered 
the  falsity  of  her  assumed  demeanor. 

Mrs.  Holt  knelt  on  the  uncarpeted  ^oor,  as  she  had  been  used 
to  bow  upon  her  velvet  hassock,  in  a  curtained  pew.  The  Colonel 
stood,  with  his  hat  before  his  face,  a  minute,  while  his  lips  moved 
in  the  formula  his  mother  had  instructed  him  to  repeat  before 
service.  Mrs.  Bashleigh  and  Katherine  obeyed  the  dictates  of 
no  such  custom.  The  one  looked  too  haughty,  the  other  too 
honest  to  feign  a  devotion  she  did  not  feel. 

The  time-honored  usage  of  singing  the  congregation  into 
quietude,  and  which  has  been  superseded  by  the  solenm  chant  or 
subduing,  yet  elevating  organ  voluntary,  was  then  in  vogue. 
And,  as  was  often  done— on  this  morning,  the  tune  was  raised  ir. 
the  pulpit.    But  it  was  not  the  pastor's  voice  that  led  the  words  : 
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**  There  is  ft  fountidn  filled  with  blood, 
Drawn  from  Immanuers  veins ; 
And  sioDera  plonged  beneath  that  flood, 
Lose  all  their  guilty  stains.^ 

O,  thou  dear  and  ballowed  lyric  i  the  alabaster-box  of  predooi 
ointmenty  broken  bj  the  weeping  "  Castaway/'  upon  the  feet  of  the 
Savioor  I  epitome  qi  the  sinner's  refuge  and  the  Cluistiaii's  hope  I 
psalm  of  the  redeemed  !  do  not  the  white-robed  throng,  on  the  shill- 
ing shore,  remember  and  sing  thee  still  1  The  wild,  sweet  air  to 
which  the  hymn  was  then  sung  was  the  same  which  Is  associated 
with  it  in  the  minds  and  upon  the  tongpes  of  many  of  the  deiscendanta 
of  those  who  then  united  in  the  strain.  We  have  searched  vainly  for 
printed  or  written  notes  of  its  plaintive  measures  ;  have  instituted 
futile  inquiries  as  to  its  origin  and  history.  ''  My  mother  sung  it 
to  me,  as  I  lay  on  her  knee."  "  It  was  my  father's  best^beloved 
tune."  "  My  sister  went  to  glory,  with  it  upon  her  lips."  Records 
like  these,  we  have  gathered — ^given  in  with  smiles  and  tears,  by 
those  whose  recollection  runs  back  to  the  infancy  of  our  Republic 
— ^but  they  have  never  known,  and  history  has  not  chronicled  the 
name  of  him  whose  holy  passion  here  poured  itself  into  musical 
utterance — a  stream  of  fervor  and  melody,  with  a  heart-throb  in 
every  tone. 

Katherine  was  strangely  moved  by  the  rush  of  song.  It  bore 
her  upon  its  wings  to  the  summer  sky,  that  seemed  to  bend  and 
listen,  through  the  charmed  air,  to  the  chorus  of  human  praise, 
and  her  soul  was  bathed  in  the  peace,  typified  by  the  tranquil 
ether.  She  closed  her  eyes — and  by  one  of  the  mysteries  of 
memory  or  imagination,  that  sometimes  begets  in  the  least  ideal 
of  mankind,  a  passing  belief  in  the  prcSxistence  of  souls,  she 
beheld,  as  in  a  dream,  another  scene,  and  yet  the  same. 
She  was  a  child,  leaning  on  her  mother's  knee — ^lips  apart  and 
eyes  overrunmng  with  emotions  she  could  not  understand, 
awakened  by  the  very  music  that  had  wrought  the  maiden's 
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trance — ^a  chlld^  a  hflppj,  eannest,  lovitig  and  belov^  child  I 
Would  that  she  had  di^d  then  t  In  the  sharp  pang  of  the  con- 
trast with  a  suffering  womanhood,  she  awoke,  as  the  hymn  was 
ended^  and  through  the  open  door,  saw,  between  the  tree-trunks, 
the  white  gleam  of  the  railing  that  defended  the  graye  i^n  the 
hilll  '         . 

The  preacher  arose  to  o£kr^  the  opening  prayer,  and  Katt^edne 
recognized  Mr.  Laidley  I 

.  What  a  jyife-tune  of  events  and  of  feeling  had  been  ccwi^reBsed 
into  the  brief  months  that  had  elapsed  since  tbeir  former  meeting  I 
She  remembered,  wonderingly,  that  he  then  interested  her  more 
than  another,  who  was  also  presented  to  her  that  day.  She 
seemed  to  look  aad  to  hearken  ;  but  the  reading  and  singing,  and 
the  introductory  divisioDS  of  the  diseoiurse  were  swept  away  from 
hearing  and  understandmg  by  the  flood  .of  bitter  emotion.  It 
was  the  always  selfish,  often  impious,  mourning  for  the  first-bom  love. 

"  '  Gome  unto  me  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy-laden,  and  I 
will  give  you  rest  I' " 

The  preacher  leaned  forward  over  the  closed  Bible,  and,  to 
Catherine's  startled  senses,  he  addressed  hims^  directly  to  her. 

"  From  the  woes  which  our  own  mns  and  the  sins  of  others 
have  broi^ht  upon  us,  Christ  is  able  to  deliver  us.  If  the  Father 
smites  us  sorely,  it  is  that  we  may  be  healed  by  the  Son  I" 

This  was  all  of  the  sermon  which  Katherine  retained,  and  this 
was  fixed  in  her  memory  only  by  the  speaker's  eye  and  manner. 
She  found  a  vague  solace  in  repeating  the  words  over  and  over. 
They  were  like  a  cool  breath  of  wholesome  air  to  her  torn  and 
fevered  heart. 

She  gave  one  hurried  look  through  the  retiring  congregation, 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  services.  Malcolm  was  not  there,  and 
although  she  would  have  said  that  she  desired  nothing  at  present 
more  than  his  absence — ^in  a  perversity  of  contradiction  bUo 
sustained  an  additional  throb  of  pain  that  she  had  not  seen  him 
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"  My  dear,  in  compluinee  with  your  wish,  I  have  inyited  Mr. 
Laidley  to  remain  with  ns  to-night,"  said  the  Colonel,  on  the 
road. 

Katherine  looked  at  her  mother  for  confirmation  of  this  singalar 
statement  Why  shonld  she,  who  habitaally  shtmncd  company — 
who  rarely  proposed  an  invitation  to  any  one,  have  deviated  from 
her  custom  to  honor  an  entire  stranger,  whom  she  had  never 
seen,  before  to-day  ? 

"  Thank  yon  1^  was  the  response.  "  My  wish  to  see  him  is 
increased  by  his  able  sermon." 

**  His  is  more  the  persuasive  style  of  eloqaence  than  I  antici- 
pated firom  yoor  description  of  hinv  last  spring,  Katherine  7" 
continaed  her  fieithw.  \ 

''  I  do  not  recollect  attempting  to  describe  him,  papa.  I  liked 
and  admired  him  then,  as  I  do  now,  and  no  doubt  said  as 
much." 

"  It  was  Mrs.  Holt,  then,  who  gave  me  the  impression  that  he 
was  too  vehement — ^too  Wesleyan  in  his  oratory." 

**  I  may  have  thoaght  him  warmer  than  the  strict  mles  of 
clerical  propriety  warranted,"  said  the  governess,  apologetically. 
"  But,  if  such  was  then  my  judgment,  I  retract  the  criticism 
after  the  effort  of  this  forenoon.  His  style  is,  as  you  observe, 
Colonel  Rashleigh,  eminently  tender  and  persuasive,  and  marked 
by  a  noble  candor.  His  introduction  bordered  upon  the  coUoi 
quiaL    I  was  reminded  of  Pope's  proposal  to  BoUngbroke : 

*  Together  let  us  beat  this  ample  field, 
Try  what  the  open,  what  the  covert  yield ; 
The  latent  tracts,  the  giddy  heights  explore, 
Of  all  who  blindly  creep,  or  sightless  soar, 
Chide  where  we  must,  be  candid  where  we  can, 
But  Tindicate  the  ways  of  God  to  man.'  " 

"  Where  does  Mr.  Laidley  dme  T"  inquired  Mrs.  Rashleigk 
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"  He  and  Mr.  Kenny  were  invited  together  to  Mr.  Selden'a 
Bat  for  Mr.  Argjle's  abGence,  he  would  hare  gone  to  Ben 
Lomond*" 

**  Mr.  Argjrle  has  really  set  off  npon  his  journey,  then  7''  said 
Mrs.  Holt. 

Katherine  tivned  away  her  head,  and  leaned  out  of  the  window 
for  air.    A  nunb  sickness  was  creeping  over  her. 

"  He  left  yesjterday,  as  he  proposed  to  do." 

"  He  intends  spending  the  winter  in  travelling,  I  believe,"  con- 
tinued the  governess ;  neither  of  the  other  ladies  appearing  dis* 
posed  to  engage  in  the  conversation. 

^  Is  it  not  early  in  Ihe  season  to  begin  the  tonr  of  the  Sonthem 
States  r 

''  He  will  go  West  first,"  rejoined  the  Colonel    "  Katherine  P 

«<  Sir  ?"  said  the  girl,  showing  her  white,  shocked  face. 

"  I  did  not  mean  to  alarm  yon,  my  child.  I  was  merely  abont 
to  remark  that,  of  course,  Mr.  Argyle  paid  a  farewell  visit  at  his 
sister's  while  you  were  thette." 

''  She  is  ill  I"  exclaimed  Mrs.  BAshleigh. 

She  untied  her  daughter's  bonnet,  and  made  her  lean  against 
her  shoulder,  while  Mrs.  Holt  feuDOied  her. 

*'  I  thought  you  were  not  looking  weU  when  we  met  you  this 
morning,"  she  said,  brushing  back  the  fallii^  curls  with  a  tender^ 
motherly  touch  that  brought  the  tears  to  poor  Katherine's  eyes. 
Mrs.  Bashleigh's  voioe  betrayed  no  emotion.  ''  You  have  been 
keeping  late  hours,  I  am  afraid." 

"  Nothing  is  more  deleterious  to  the  health  of  a  young  lady," 
remarked  the  Colonel.  *'  I  am  displeased  that  Bobert  and  his 
wife  should  sanction  such  irregularities." 

Katherine  could  not  defen<f  her  hospitable  entertainers  ;  could 
do  nothing  more  than  smile  faintly  to  assure  the  anxious  watchers 
of  her  countenance  that  she  was  reviving.  She  had  nevet 
icdnted  in  hex  life.    She  did  not  believe  she  would  have  fainted 
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now,  but  for  one  bliAd  aecond,  the  day  and  the  earth  seemed  to 
have  passed  away,  and  left  her  to  a  horror  of  darkness  a  black 
and  chilling  void. 

Her  father  would  have  her  take  no  arm  bat  his,  when  they 
reached  home,  and  assisted  her  np  to  her  room.  Her  mother 
banished  goYemesB  and  maid«  and  aided  in  disroUng  her,  sUently, 
and  without  demonstration  of  affection,  yet,  as  Katharine  realised, 
with  a  sort  of  sympathy  very  soothing  and  very  strange. 

**  Indeed,  mamma,  yon  witt  fatigue  yonxeelf  I"  she  expostulated. 
''  I  was  only  a  little  giddy  and  axk,  and  it  is  over  now.  I  am 
quite  able  to  wait  on  myself  if  70a  persist  in  recommending  me 
to  lie  down.'' 

**  The  sun  is  warm  to-day,  and  the  carriage  was  dose.  These 
were  sufficient  to  produce  your  indi^ositioD,  joined  to  yonr  irre- 
gular habits  at  your  cousin's.  .  I  am  not  inclined  to  view  it  as  a 
serious  matter.  ,  A  couple  of  hoars  of  ondistarbed  slumber  will 
do  you  good." 

Kathcrine  put  her  arms  around  hef  mother's  neck,  as  she  laid 
a  shawl  over  her. 

''.You  are  very  kind;  mamma  I"  Her  heart  was  bursting  to 
add,  "  you  will  let  me  love  you — ^wili  you  not  ?"  but  timidity 
restrained  her. 

Mrs.  Bashkigh  kissed  her  quietly,  and  bidding  her  "  sleep  and 
awake  well,"  left  her. 

The  sun  was  not  an  hour  high,  when  she  again  entered  the 
chamber  and  stooped  above  the  bed.  ,  Katherine  was  very  pale, 
and  there  was  a  worn,  vreary  look  about  the  brow  and  mouth, 
while  the  eyelids  were  swoU^,  as  with  passionate  and  long- 
continued  weeping.  The  mother  touched  the  pillow  and  a  hand- 
kerchief that  lay  upon  it.  Botll  were  damp,  and  her  own 
forehead  contracted  in  a  spasm  of  displeasure  or  pain.  She 
clenched  her  hands  and  gazed  steadfastly  upon  her  child,  dark 
clouds  and  ominous  driving  ov^  her  face.    It  was  as  if  she 
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reoewed  some  atom  reBolotioD,  before  the  riffd  ttnes  rdaxed,  and 
1^  beam  of  cempMdonate  love,  that  waa  akm  to  aagelio  .pitj, 
iilumi&ed  her  feattffes.  She  beat  to  kias  the  brow  of  the  sleeper. 
Light  as  was  the  touch,  ELatheiine  svoke  with  a  sobbiag  gasp, 
and  sat  upright. 

.«  Mamma  I  is  it  joa  7    Am  I  at  hc»tiar' 

"  Yes,  my  daoghter.^' 

"  May  I  stay  here  always,  please,  Buunma  ¥^ 

"  Until  yoa  choose  to  go,''  attnreted  Msil  Bashkigh,  without 
noUciog  her  ineohereney.  "Mr.  Laldl^  is  downstairs,  and  I 
thooght  you  woald  like  to  meet  Mul  Hare  you  had  a  refreshing 
sleep  ?" 

"  Y?s,  madam !" 

Katherine  sighed  weaaly,  as  she  arose  to  perform  the  duties 
of  her  toilet. 

**  I  am  net  lazy — only  tired  I"  she  said,  in  ezeose.  '*  Dissipa- 
tion  does  not  suit  me." 

"  Ton  need  have  no  more,  nnkss  yon  like  to  make  a  second 
experiment.  I  had  my  doubts  as  to  the  wisdom  of  this  one,  but 
your  &ther  and  cousins  were  so  strenuous  in  their  desire,  that  I 
eould  not  refuse  them." 

"  My  cousins  were  kind  to  me — so  were  their  yisitors.  They 
treated  me  with  great  attentum.  It  was  nobody%  fault  but  my 
own  that  I  did  not  hare  a  hapfuer  time." 

''Are  you  wide  awake  and  strong  eaough  to  answer  some 
questions  pertaining  to  this  Tisit,  or  more  properly  speaking,  to 
some  of  the  persons  whom  you  met  at  Montrouge  ?" 

''  Yes,  madam."  But  Katherioe^s  knees  trembled,  and  she 
leaned  all  her  weight  against  the  dressing^tcbble. 

"  My  catechism  does  not  relate  to  yourself,  nor  am  I  ready  to 
teU  you  exactly  why.  my  inquiries  are  made.  Yon  haye  quick 
eyes  and  a  thoughtful  mind.  Did  anything  transpire  while  you 
were  at  Mr.  Morean's  to  induce  you  to  suspect  that  Mr.  Samt^oft 
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had  an  undae  inflaence  over  jonr  coaam,  and  that  he  exerted  tbii 
to  accomplish  his  owb  ends  ?  Take  jonr  time,  and  think  well, 
whether  any  circomstanoe,  OTcrlooked  at  the  moment  it  oocarred, 
woold  bear  thia  oonstraction." 

Katherine  reverted  instantlj  to  the  eonyersation  she  had  acci- 
dental! j  heard  in  the  woods  on  the  third  day  of  her  visit,  and 
she  narrated  the  incident. 

A  triumphant  flash  shot  from  Mrs.  Baahleigh's  eyes, 

''  This  is  more  than  I  coald  have  hoped  for  I  Yon  are  positive 
that  yon  have  repeated  their  very  words  1  Stay  I"  She  took 
paper  and  pcsidl  from  a  desk. 

"  Say  them  over  again — ^very  carefully — while  I  write." 

In  utter  amazement,  her  daughter  obeyed. 

The  few  sentences,  were  noted  down,  and  with  the  paper  in  her 
hand,  Mrs.  Rashleigh  arose. 

"  Ton  are  too  discreet  to  be  treated  as  a  child,  Katherine.  I 
may  say  to  you  that  I  have  no  re^)ect  for  Mr.  Sancroft  or  his 
father,  and  that  I  have  discovered  what  your  father  does  not  see, 
the  unbounded  power  of  the  younger  man  over  Mr.  Moreau's 
weaker  mind.  This  can  tend  only  to  mischief^  but,  while  I  can  do 
nothing  to  avert  it,  if  I  would,  it  is  well  to  be  sure  with  whom  ^ 
evil  originated.  This  is  all  you  need  or  ought  to  know,  at  present. 
Say  nothing  to  any  one  of  what  you  have  repeated  to  me.  I  am 
now  going  down  to  the  parl(»r.    Shall  I  send  your  maid  to  you  V^ 

Mr.  Laidley  sat  in  the  stateliest  of  the  state^shairs  in  the  dark- 
green  drawing-room,  listening,  with  his  open,  pleasant  counte- 
nance, to  the  ColonePs  exposition  of  the  tenets  and  prejudices  to 
which  he,  as  a  staunch  churchman,  subscribed ;  his  eye  glancing 
occasionally  from  his  host,  to  the  fret-work  of  gold  the  decUning 
sun  cast  through  the  trees  and  the  windows,  high  upon  the  east- 
em  wall  of  the  apartment,  when  a  slight  figure  appeared  in  the 
doorway,  leading  into  the  hall.  So  white  of  raiment  and  com- 
plexion was  it — so  noiseless  of  motion,  that  the  good  man  sprang 
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ap  from  his  chair  with  more  saddeimess  timm  mere  gallantry 
required. 

Colonel  Rashleigh  introdaced  his  daughter ;  she  conrtesied  and 
withdrew  to  a  seat,  bnt  Mr.  Laidley's  ejes  still  sought  her,  in 
thoughtful  inquiry.  Its  purport  was  made  manifest,  after  a 
while. 

''Excuse  me,  Miss  Bashleigh  !  but  your  coimtenance  is  so  fa- 
miliar to  me  I  must  beiieve  that  I  hare  seen  you  before — ^I  could 
say  in  less  happy  circumstances  than  those  in  which  I  now  find 
you." 

"  I  had  the  pleasure  of  an  introduction  to  you  last  May,  at  the 
Presbyterial  meeting,"  replied  Katherine,  blushing  deeply. 

"  Ah  I  I  have  some  recollection  of  it.  Mrs.  Morean  was  with 
you,  if  I  mistake  not." 

"  She  was,  sir." 

"I  knew  your  face  for  that  of  an  acquaintance,  in  the  congre- 
gation this  forenoon,  but  could  not  name  the  place  or  period  of 
our  meeting.    Can  that  be  the  only  interview  we  hare  ever  had  ?" 

"  I  am  ignorant  of  any  other,  sir." 

''  I  am  growing  old — sight  and  memory  are  failing  together  I" 
said  Mr.  Laidley,  putting  his  hand  to  his  forehead.  ''  I  need  to 
pride  myself  upon  my  accurate  remembrance  of  features  and 
names.  Now,  instead  of  a  clear  mirror,  there  is  a  blurred,  treach- 
erous surface,  that  confuses,  more  than  it  aids  me.  Whence,  for 
instance,  should  I  derive  the  impression  that  I  have  seen  and 
talked  with  you  in  a  more  humble  sphere  than  that  in  which  you 
were  bom,  had  spoken  words  of  consolation  to'  you,  in  the  cham- 
ber of  the  dying  P' 

"  I  cannot  tell,  indeed,  sir  I"  replied  Katherine,  with  a  shiver. 
Interested,  despite  her  engrossing  sadness*  she  continued  :  "  I  am 
often  troubled  with  like  unaccountable  fancies — have  an  incorri- 
gible habit — an  unconquerable  faculty  of  recollecting  events  that 
Tiever  happened — that  is,  in  my  present  state  of  existence.    I  am 
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disposed,  soaetunes,  to  believe  thai  I  hare  Uved  in  this  worlfl 
before  I  entered  the  body  I  wear  now^my  imaginations  of  pep- 
sens  and  scenes  I  cia  never  have  beb^d  with  tixese  eyes,  are  so 
Tivid  and  consistent^far  more  so  than  any  dream-jpictores.^' 

''  Such  q[»eciilatiQns  are  wy  tempting.  We  have  all  a  vein  of 
snp^^tition  which  craves  the  marvelloos.  Yet,  I  donbt  not  that 
these  fancies  of  oars,  conid,  if  we  had  Uie  dae,  be  traced-— if  not 
to  dreams  and  stories  heand  and  read — ^to  actual  events  in  Qor 
experience,  partly  forgotten  or- blended  with  others," 

"  If  I  may  be  permitted  to  offer  so  ample  a  solation  of  the 
moumftd  associations  yon  have  connected  with  Miss  Rwriileigh/' 
ventured  Mrs.  Holt,  '*  I  wis^nld  r^nind  yon,  Mr.  Laidley,  that  you 
met  her  twice  on  the  day  of  yonr  introduction,  and  the  second 
Ume,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  grave.  I  allade  to  that  on  the 
hSl  in  the  rear  of  the  church." 

''  Is  it  indeed  so  ?  I  had  forgotten  the  encounter,  although  I 
remember  the  visit.  I  had  never  been  there  before.  May  I  in* 
quire,  Miss  Bashleigh,  if  you  were  drawn  to  that  spot  by  any 
special  interest  in  him  whose  remains  are  there  entombed  f " 

''I  was  not,  sir.  The  discovery  of  the  grave  was  wholly 
accidental,  and  until  I  read  the  name  upon  the  headstone,  I  had 
no  knowledge  of  the  deceased." 

**  You  have  learned  his  history  since  then  7" 

Katherine  paused,  but  mastering  her  reluctance  to  near  a  theme 
which  could  not  be  otherwise  than  excessiTely  painful  to  her,  die 
replied  :  "  Only  that  he  was  a  Mend  of  Mr.  Argyle's." 

**  From  whom  did  yon  hear  thus  much,  if  it  is  not  an  imperti- 
nent question?" 

**  From  Mr.  Argyle  himself.  1  have  nerer  questioned  any  one 
else." 

''  And  his  modesty  would  not  haye  allowed  him  to  tell  you  a 
story  that  reflects  such  honor  upon  himself,  if  there  were  no  other 
reasons  why  he  should  avoid  the  topic." 
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<i  I  have  noted  this  extreme  modestjin  Hf.  Aigyle's  character. 
It  is  a  rediarkable  trait,"  said  the  Colonel.  ''  fTotfaiiig  disf^eases 
me  more  ia  the  mmg  gestation  of  yonng.  men  thao  their  inordi- 
nate 8elf-esteem.'^ 

"  There  never  was  an  ignoble  trait  in  Malcolm  Argyle's  dlspo- 
filtiony"  returned  Mr.  Laidkj,  ''I  hare  Juiown  hhn  from  his 
boyhood  ;  from  his  babyhoo][|,  I  may  say,  for  I  baptized  him  as 
his  mother  held  him  in  her  arms.  Many  wL  hand  things  hare 
been  said  concealing  the  nnsodai  habits  of  the  man,  foot  he  is-fiur 
more  sinned  against  than  sinning.  Senmtire  and  honorable  to  a 
faolt ;  fervent  and  stable  in  his  attachments,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
certain  events  In  his  past  lilb  have  left  kidelible  traces  npon  his 
heart  and  manner." 

.  Dnsk  came  early  in  that  room,  and  Catherine  blessed  the 
gathering  shades  that  veiled  her  changing  cheek  and  qoivering 
frame  from  the  sight  of  the  other  auditors.  Mrs.  Holt  maintained 
her  ladylike  attitude  of  respectful  attention ;  Mrs.  Bashleigh  leaned 
back  in  her  chair,  taciturn  and  statuesqae.  It  was  impossible  to 
say  whether  she  listened  or  mused  or  slept. 

"  Ah  1"  said  the  Colonel,  politely,  but  sleepOy. 

The  governess,  reminded  by  his  tone  that  it  was  the  hour  of  hw 
evening  nap,  came  to  the  rescue. 

**  He  has  had  trying  bereavements,  then,  or  ?  Of  what  nature^ 
pray?" 

"  With  some  I  am  acquainted  only  by  heresay,  of  others  I  am 
not  at  liberty  to  Bp&ak.  But  since  you,  madam,  have  referred  to 
the  circumstance  of  meeting  him  and  myself  at  that  lonely  grave,  I 
may  give  the  outlines  of  a  story  that  has  cast  a  permanent  gloom 
over  a  spirit,  as  tender  as  buoyant.  The  '  fnend '  buried  there  was 
a  poor  shoemaker,  who  settled  just  without  the  bounds  of  the 
Argyle  plantation.  He  possessed  unusual  attainmaits  for  his 
station  ;  had  a  sound  education  and  the  manners  of  a  thorough 
gentleman.    Withal,  he  was  a  man  of  sincere  piety,  as  I  had  ex<* 
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oelle&t  oppcttonities  of  knowmg.  Young  Argyie  ecmoMved  an 
ardent  friendship  lor  hia  lowly  neighbor,  even  prior  to  an  accident 
which  made  him  an  invalid  resident  of  his  honse  for  man  j  weeks. 
After  this,  he  regarded  him  as  the  saTioor  of  his  life,  and  spared 
no  pains  to  secure  him  a  kcratiTe  business  and  a  competency  of 
worldly  goods.  Then  Argyle  went  abroad,  and  how  it  happened 
I  have  never  rightly  understood,  but  through  a  seriea  of  uitfortu- 
nate  misunderstandings,  an  estrangement  grew  up  between  the 
tenant,  Hale,  and  the  senior  Argyk,  his  landlord.  While  this 
was  at  its  height.  Hale  was  laid  low  with  a  Imgering  disease,,  and 
reduced  to  extreme  poverty.  l%e  sequel  of  the  sad  affair  waa 
that  he  was  arrested  at  the  suit  of  Mr.  Argyle,  or  his  agent^  for 
the  real  creditor  always  denied  any  knowledge  of  the  harah  mea- 
sures of  his  deputy  ;  his  goods  seized  and  himself  imprisoned.  The 
exposure  and  excitement  aggravated  his  malady,  and  he  died 
within  three  days  after  his  removal" 

''  Such  barbarity  seems  incredible  I"  exclaimed  Katherine. 

*'  As  do  many  other  things  of  daily  occurrence  among  civilized 
men !"  replied  Mr.  Laidley.  "  I  chanced  to  stop  at  the  Court 
House  Tavern  the  n^ht  Hale  died,  and  hearing  of  his  case  and 
who  he  was,  remanbered  him  as  one  who  had  once  given  me 
shelter  in  a  storm,  and  won  my  respect  and  good  will  by  his  int^ 
ligent  conversation  and  kind  hospitality.  I  visited  him,  and  find- 
ing him  very  near  his  end,  remained  until  all  was  over.  Such 
Christian  courage  and  faith  I  have  seldom  had  the  privilege  of 
beholding.  He  left  a  wife,  a  very  pretty  young  woman,  who  was 
deeply  attached  to  him,  and  one  chi^d,  p^haps  more — 1  remember 
only  one.  They  were  provided  by  the  charitable  neighbors  with 
funds  to  enable  them  to  reach  their  relations,  and  I  have  never 
heard  of  them  since.  Meanwhile  Argyle  was  profoundly  ignorant 
of  the  misfortunes  of  his  prot^6s.  By  a  cruel  mischance,  or  more 
truly  speakmg,  a  mysterious  Providence,  he  never  received  either 
of  the  two  letters  written  to  him  on  the  subject  by  one  whom  he  had 


*     R  S  IC  E  B  I  8  .  879 

coiuinissioQed  to  watch  over  bis  Mends  duriog  bis  abeence  ;  the  old 
honsekeeper  and  nurse,  who  jet  has  charge  of  his  establkhment." 

"  Was  it  nerer  siqpposed  that  the  letters  were  intercepted?" 

The  query  came  from  Mrs.  Rashleigh,  bat  the  accents  were  so 
sharp  and  dry  that  Katherme  could  scarcely  belieye  them  her 
mother's. 

**  There  was  a  whisper  of  some  such  tUng,  I  think,  but  it  was 
generally  treated  as  unfounded  scandal,  and  soon  died  away.  I 
fear  that  the  romor  was  set  afloat  by  poor  Argyle's  imprudent 
inyectiTes-  against  ali  who  had  the  opportonity  ta  mjure  the 
Hales.  He  acted  like  one  bereft  of  reason,  when,  on  his  return 
hdme,  he  learned  the  calamity  that  had  befallen  them.  His 
in^tuosify  and  unsparing  denunciation  of  the  agents  in  the  sad 
aflkir,  occasioned  a  ruptore  between  himself  and  several  of  his 
old  acquaintances,  who  sought  to  mollify  his  resentment^^-^nd,  it 
was  said,  came  pear  producing  a  fiunily  feud.  One  very  natural 
and  commendable  desire  wafl  uppermost  in  his  breast — ^to  seek  out 
the  sunrlTing  members  of  the  ill-fated  family,  and  make  what  re&> 
titution  he  could ;  but  here  again  the  way  was  hedged  up.  Mrs. 
Hale  had  left  her  address  with  the  worthy  ho&tess  of  the  village 
inn,  who  had  cared  for  her  husband,  during  his  imprisonment,  as 
if  he  had  been  her  own  son  ;  but  she  was  no  letter-writer,  and 
when  Argyle  called  on  her  for  the  direction,  she  had  lost  or  mis- 
laid it.  Kotwitiistandmg  this  hindrance,  he  sent  letters  North, 
East,  West  and  South,  in  quest  of  the  missing  woman,  but  with- 
out effect ;  nor  has  he  ever  obtahied  the  least  information  con- 
cerning them.  The  remains  of  poor  Hale  he  caused  to  be  removed 
to  the  beantifol  spot  where  they  now  rest,  and  has  found  a  melan* 
choly  satisfaction  in  tending  the  grave.  People  sneered  at  him 
as  romantic  and  eccentric,  but  he  paid  no  heed  to  ridicule  or 
argument. 

"  I  have  told  you  a  long  tale,  Miss  Bashleigh — a  gossiping 
redtal,  yon  may  think,  better  suited  to  a  sentimental  girl,  than  a 
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man  .wiio  hat  ooilired  tbe  age  of  romaoce ;  bat  Argyle  n  • 
hobby  of  mioe.  He  refireBbes  me,  after  the  icoies  of  eTaryxlay, 
practical  beluga  I  4m  hn  the  habit  of  meeting.  His  life  hag  been 
an  onwritten  tragedy.  Stern  a|id  cjpical,  ae  he  »  called,  I  tell 
yoa  there  is  more  heart  in  Inm  noF — locked  np  though  ita  trea- 
sures are-^than  in  anj  other  ten  men  that  X  know."  ^    . 

'*  And  thia  ia  the  heart-^heaa  are  the  treaaorea  I  have  flang 
awajl"  tboiight  Katherine,  while  the  great  teara  were  cnifihed 
under  her  ejellda.  "  J!^o  w,  I  woold  be  his  slaf  e-«anjthing — ^that 
wonld  giye  me  a  right  to  be  near  him  alwaja  aqd  minister  to  hia, 
if  bj  60  doing  I  coajd  ponr  one  drop  of  iweet  into  a  cop  that 
others  have  filled  witii  wormwood.  What  a  weak,  ndn,  petnlant 
creature  I  hare  been  V^ 

Mrs.  Holt  was  assnredly  one  of  the  people  who  are  put  into  the 
world,  to  ^'  fill  np  a  chink."  She  was  not  garmlo^s,  althooi^ 
prosy-^not  obtmsire,  although  pedanUo.  When  no  (me  dba 
woold  epeak,  she  did  ;  when  others  were  Toliri)te;  she  pefsonified 
the  "  mate  angel  of  attention."  Katherine  conld  not  articolate  ; 
Mrs.  Rashleigh  rarely  eared  to  offer  aTolnntary  remark,  and  the 
Colonel's  heavy  breathing  attested  his  inability  to  pronomce  an 
opinion  npon  a  story  that  had  sent  him  forty  leagnes,  at  leasts 
into  the  land  of  dreams,  he  having  aaccombed  to  Somnns  before 
the  preliminary  paragraph  was  ended.  Age  and  an  apoplectic 
tendency  were  valiant  opponents  to  his  conscientious  politenesa. 

'^  We  likewise  esteem  Mr.  Argyle  very  highly,"  said  Mn. 
Holt.  **  And  since  we  have  heard  your  thrilling  narrative,  Mr, 
Laidley,  our  appreciation  of  his  worth  must  of  necessity  be  far 
more  just.  His  trials  have  been  nomerons,  and  we  cannot  help 
hoping  that  his  compensation  may  be  ample — ^that '  the  winter  of 
his  discontent '  is  nearly  over,  and  he  may  foiget  it  in  a  'glori- 
ous summer.' " 

There  can  never  be  invented  a  more  effectaal  quietus  to  over- 
wrought feeling  than  the  intensely  trite  speeches  which  your  well- 
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tred,  sniootli-toiigiied  nonentity  keeps  contintiallj  on  hand.  The 
"  step  ^  that  makes  ridicolons  the  sublhne,  is  as  nothing  to  the 
down-toppling  of  eferated  sensations  and  exalted  sentiments 
before  his  or  her  properly-delivered  sentence.  Society  owes  such 
weight-and-pnlley  machines  mach  for  bringing  down  upon  the 
ran,  aspiring  theorists  and  heated  romancists.  If  this  were  Mrs. 
Holt's  mission,  she  p^rfonsed  it  iiuthfidly. 
Katherine  rang  the  bell«  and  ordered  that  lights  should  be 
'  brought  In  ;  fop  thdre  were  afabeiques  of  alver  moonlight  on  the 
wall  where  the  sunlight  h«i  |^ed  when  she  entered  the  room. 
Mrs.  iUshiei^  arose  sad  walked^  de^wn  the  apartment  with  her 
sbw,  proud  step,  to  the  door  of  the  smaller  parlor.  The  Colonel, 
ftn^ke&ed  by  the  cessation  of  Mr.  Laidley's  yoice,  sneezed  and 
hemmed  to  rid  himself  of  the  fogs  his  head  and  throat  had 
gatiiered  in  the  Sleepy  Hollow  into  which  he  had  made  an 
eleorsion. 

**  Yet  the  Bstablished  Church  must  hare  been,  at  one  lime,  the 
legal  religioii  of  yonr  commonwealth,  Mr.  Laldley.  Of  course.  I 
fayor  toleration  and  freedom  of  consdence ;  but  I  am  always 
^iapketmA  at  Innoyation  in  ecclesiastical  affairs — at  whatever 
leans  toward  liberalism  in  the  church.'' 
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CHAPTER   XXVn. 

Onb  day,  near  the  later  part  of  October,  the  yoanger  Sancroft 
made  his  appeaitoce  at  Montrooge  In  a  state  of  the  utmost 
excitement.  Lackilj,  Mrs.  Moreaa  was  not  at  home,  or  his  tone 
and  gestnre  as  he  met  her  husband  in  the  porch,  most  have 
aroused  a  cnriositj  the  two  cronies  wonld  hare  been  pozsled  to 
erade. 

**  Here's  a  predonS'  stew  P  waa  Bancrofts  ezdamation.  ''AH 
the  lying  and  thieving  I  hare  planned  and  joa  executed  have 
done  no  good.  Sit  down  l^-^pullmg  him  to  a  bench — *'  aad  read 
what  the  old  man  receiTed  this  morning,  firom  that  cunning  Ibx-^* 
Hammond  1" 

It  was  a  professioaal  letter,  stating,  with  as  Httle  yerl^age  as 
was  compatible  with  technicalitieB,  that  the  writer  h*d  detected 
seyeral  grare  errors  in  the  review  of  Mr.  Sancroft's  accounta— 
discrepancies  between  the  bills  he  had  presented  as  the  lawful 
demands  of  various  parties  to  whom  Oolonel  RasUmgh  was 
indebted,  and  what  purported  to  be  duplicate  bills  which  he- 
Hammond — had  subsequently  obtuned  from  said  parties.  Then 
followed  the  errata  in  detail — ^revealing  the  frightfol  fact  that,  in 
every  instance,  Mr.  Bancroft's  bill  was  for  a  larger  amount  than 
was  named  by  each  creditor,  as  his  just  claim,  and  that  in  pro- 
portion to  the  distance  of  their  places  of  residence  from  Briar* 
wood  was  the  increase  of  the  difference  in  the  two  sums. 

''  Tolerable  mileage  that  I"  said  Bancroft,  striking  a  name 
with  his  finger.    '*  But  go  on  !    Hear  him  through  P 
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Itt  Tiew  of  tbs  serious  «id  xeniurkable  conflict  of  testimony, 
Mr.  Hammond  said,  it  was  the  wish  of  hia  client^  Colond  BAsh' 
leigh,  -that  Mn  SaDcrofb  sbotid  be  called  upon  to  render  an 
explanation  of  a  matter  reflecting  heayilj  npon  his  correctness  as 
an  accountant,  or  his  fidelity  as  an  agent,  or  his  integrity  as  a 
man ;  to  show  forth  eanse  why  a  suit  sfaonld  not  be  instituted 
iEigainst  him  for  having  extorted  moq^y  npon  fiilse  pretences. 
The  letter  begged,  forthennore,  that  an  early  day  might  be 
appointed  for  the  private  investigation  of  the  case. 

The^sweat  broke  out  all  over  Morean's  body  as  he  read — 
rolled  in  big  globules  from  his  forehead. 
.    "  Good  gracious,  Bancroft  1    How  did  this  happen  V 

"  Don't  lose  your  wits,  man  I  you  need  the  few  you  have,  more 
iihan  you  ever  did  before,  and  you  think  you  have  been  in  some 
tight  places.  '  How  did  this  happen  V  Why,  the  sly  rascal 
must  have  made  a  m^noranda  of  all  the  loose  bills  wherein  lay 
the  danger  to  my  honest  patemaL  No  wonder  he  was  so  willing 
to  intrust  them  to  your  careless  handUng,  when  he  had  them 
inventoried  upon  his  private  sheet  I  What  a  ninny  yon  were  not 
to  think  of  that  P 

**  But  he  cannot  show  the  biUs  in  your  father's  handwriting  I'' 
And  Mr.  Moreau's  crest  arose.    **  Ton  don't  recollect  that  I" 

**  What  good  will  that  quibble  do  with  the  long  head  yon  are 
for  pitting  your  numbskull  against?  He  never  would  have 
taken  this  audacious  step  without  evidence  to  bear  him  out.  Ten 
to  one,  he  has  tracked  you,  and  having  done  this,  to  scent  out 
the  instigator  of  your  matchless  strategy,  is  as  easy  as  to  add 
two  and  two  together." 

'*  Tracked  me  I  How  could  he  f  We  would  have  heard  of  it 
before  now,  if  suspicion  had  fallen  upon  me  or  upon  any  one. 
When  I  left  the  office,  both  doors  were  wide  open,  and  the  pa^rs 
flying  everywhere.  I  dare  him  to  charge  me  with^  purloining  one 
of  them  I"  V 
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"  Heroies  afe  unbecoming  fti  a  ffly'^rercd  clii^>  like  yon, 
Horean.  Tern  dar«'  him,  indeed  I  It  Is  a:8  easy  to  see  as  the 
nose  o&  joor  fact,  that  yon  '  wonid  hare  heard  of  it  if  snspkion 
had  n0t  falleii  upon '  yon  I  Tour  nnclcf  wonld  have  re£»Ted  to  it, 
or  Hainmond— 4n  some  of  tbie  dozeli  timed  yon  have  seen  lilm 
smce.  HiEMB't  Ite  talked-^yi&s  i  and  langhed  too — ^the  scamp ! 
about  the  cows  getting  Into  his  com  ?  and  have  not  you,  with 
exquisite  address,  Inqumd  about  'yonr  mtttnal  task,'  and  asked 
to  be  adnutted  a«  a  lawHstadent  t  Yo«  don't  remembet  chnckling 
over  that  bit  of  smartness  with  me,  not.  a  week  agor— hey?  'I 
^distmsted  tiien  his  reserve  on  the  subject  of  his  Ios&.  I  could 
knock  you  down  when  I  think  how  he  was  grinning  in  his  sl^ye 
at  your  o^rdone  fofly.  Distraction  !  why  art  some  people  bom 
fools  r     »  " 

"Upon  my  word,  Bancroft,  you  talk  as  "if  I  were  the  only 
person  who  had  a  hand  in  this  dirQr  work  I  Bidnt  you  force  me 
into  it  f  I  never  would  have  chosen  the  job  of  my  own  accord. 
It  doesn't  stand  to  t^ason  that  I  would  rob  my  6wn  kin  to  benefit 
yours,  just  for  the  pleasure  of  the  thing.  I  must  say  your  lan- 
guage is  anything  but  kmd— considering  the  trouble  and  risk  I 
have  been  at,  to  oblige  you." 

"  Stop  your  whln^ring  !  It  was  a  legitimate  bargain.  Said 
I — '  Moreau,  my  fine  feUow,  I  hold  your  note  for  so  much — a 
debt  of  honor  between  gentlemen,  you  had  as  lief  should  not  be 
talked  of,  even  in  the  bosom  of  your  family.  My  revered  patri- 
arch, being  slightly  in  his  dotage,  has  been  using  your  uncle's 
confidence  to  subserve  his  own  personal  advantage,  and  the 
proofe  thereof  are  in  the  possession  of  Hammond.  I  will  fumi^ 
you  witii  a  description  of  these  mischievous  papers,  the  examina- 
tion of  which  Hammond  had  not  commenced  yesterday,  for  I 
overheard  him  say  so.  Gkt  a  permit  firom  your  uncle — amiable 
and  unsophisticated  greybeard  that  he  is  I  which  shall  give  you 
access  to  them.    When  you  have  identified  the  ones  we  w^nt^ 
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agnal  to  me  from  the  window,  and  I  eoga^  to  effiact  a  dheir8k>& 
of  the  lynx  eye.  Bring  me  the  bills,  and  I  deliver  ap  your  bond 
— ^tp&e  foF  paper — ^that  is  .equity  R  After  an  immenfltty  of 
instruction  and  drilljiig,  yon  undertook  the  eoamisBEion,  and  the 
master  yon  aerre  helped  yon  thnmgh  ao  £Miioiiflly  that  I  ought 
to  haye  been  on  ^he  Look-out  for  worse  mischief-^bnt  I  was  not. 
I  ei^ed  the  patriarehal  blesaii^  and  a  trifle  in.  adVlmce  of  my 
patrimony  ;  yoa  had  your  note  back,  and  retained  your  ayerage 
amount  of  public  re^Mct,  not  to  mention  domestic  felicity."- 

**  You  sere  as  cool  as  a  cucumber,  Sancrc^t  1  when  I  am  going 
crazy  I    How  are  you  going  to  get  out  of  this  awful  scrape  V 

**  I  am  not  in  it,.iB  the  first  place.  All  my  solicknde  is  for 
you  and  my  distressed  parent.  He  cheated,  or  tried  to ;  you 
stole  ;  wMle  my  hands  are  dean^-^yery  whit  1" 

"  You  were  at  the  bottom  of  all  that  I  did.'' 

"  Maybe  so  ;  but  you  will  find  that  a  difficult  t^g  to  prove, 
my  dear  boy  I  Who  would  believe  you  on  your  patii  when  your 
share  in  the  ti^ansaction  is  made  known  ?  But  we  are  jumping 
at  the  cpndufflon  that  Hammond  certainly  holds  trumps.  My 
distracted  senior  has  committed  the  righting  of  his  &me  to  my 
acumen,  and,  as  a  primary  move,  we  must  pump  Hammond ; 
make  him  show  his  hand,  and  bully,  if  we  cannot  convince  him. 
Come  along  I" 

**  Must  I  go  ?  You  will  get  on  so  much  better  without  me  I" 
pleaded  Moreau. 

The  most  crafty  serpents  do  unwise  things  scxnetimes,  and 
Bancroft  tugged  his  trembling  tool  after  him  to  the  lawyer's  house. 
A  carriage  was  driven  away  from  the  door  as  they  came  in  sight 
of  it^  and  passed  them  in  the  lane.  It  was  Gdonel  Rashle^h's, 
and  within  it  were  Mrs.  Bashleigh  and  her  English  maid. 

''Aha  I"  nodded  Sancroft,  sardonically,  replacing  the  hat  he 
had  lifted,  receiving  a  proud  bow  in  return.  "  That  is  the  blade 
that  cuts  so  smoothly  I    I  thought  it  did  not  feel  like  a  blunt 
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''Me  1  none  tiiat  I  know  of  I  We  haye  had  very  little  to  do 
with  one  another.^ 

"  Ditto  tw  jour  faanMe  eerrant  I  Yet  I  hafe  a  notion  that 
■he  lofea  as  botii  alike,  and  is  not  enamored  with  either.  She  is 
jnst  the  Bort  of  a  woman  to  deify  a  qoite  ;  to  eanya  stone  in  her 
pocket  for  seven  years,  torn  it,  and  earry  it  seven  years  longer, 
and  then  dadi  out  mie's  hrains  with  it  at  last  And  yonr  onde  is 
no  better  than  a  piece  of  wax  in  her  hands.  He  is  a  solemn  prig 
— ^a  pompons  piqipet  1    She  works  the  wires.'' 

''  He  dotes  on  her,  that's  a  (hot  I  My  wife  fonnd  that  oat  the 
first  time  she  saw  th«n  together.  For  my  part,  I  coold  as  soon 
k>Te  a  graven  image — a  marble  tombstone  I  What  awfnl,  ghostly 
eyes  she  has  1  When  she  files  them  on  me  they  make  me,  some- 
how, think  of  aH  tiie  evil  I  ever  did  in  my  life." 

''  Yon  never  ]axk  food  for  reflection  in  her  company,  then  I 
Bat  here  we  are,  and  there  is  Hanunond,  smiling  as  a  May  morn- 
ing I  G<»foand  his  impndence  1  Now,  swear  to  all  I  say,  and 
don't  yentmre  an  original  observation  for  yonr  life  I" 

Mr.  Hammond's  reo^tion  of  the  promising  pair  was  perfectly 
polite — not  cordial  Eren  Morean  discovered  that  they  were 
met  as  bnsiness  acquaintances,  not  neighbors  and  friends. 

Mr.  Bancroft  led  off  with  a  message  from  his  fiklher,  who  was 
inconceivably  astounded  at  the  intelligence  omtained  in  Mr. 
Hammond's  commnnication.  Daring  the  thirty  years  in  whi<^  he 
had  pnrsoed  the  calling  of  an  agent  and  accountant,  this  dream- 
stance  had  no  precedent. 

Mr.  Hammond  thought  that  more  than  probable.  He  had 
himself  been  confounded  by  the  namber  of  errors  and  the  amounts 
involved.    It  was  an  incomprehensible  affair. 

Mr.  Bancroft  might  be  excused,  if  with  all  his  respect  for  Mr. 
Hammond's  ddll  in  his  profession  and  unquestionable  veracity  as 
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a  gentiemaBy  be  jet  deelined  to  beliere  In  the  aziraordiiiKrj.liBt 
of  errata,  without  personal  and  minute  examination  of  the  origknii 
papers. 

Mr.  Hammond  rejoined  that  the  original  papere  had  me^er  been. 
traofiferred  to  him.  Mr.  Sanoroft,  Senior,  had  onlj  BvppliBd^  him 
with  bills  drawn  up  in  his  own  handwritingi  Th^  aoooonte  from 
which  these  were  compOed  were,  many  of  them,  as  he  had  beea 
given  to  imderstaad,  informal  statements,  embodied  in  letters 
from  illiterate  men.  Mr.  Bancroft  had  had  ecmsiderbble  difficulty 
in  deciphering  them,  and  to  spare  Colonel  Ba^leigh  the  troable, 
he  had  taken  pains  to  copy  them  out  fairly  and  number  them, 
besides  entermg  their  seyeral  amomits  on  his  account-book.  Said 
bills,  when  paid  by  Colonel  Bashleigh,  were  ta  hare  ol&ets  in  the 
shape  of  reeeipts  from  their  several  aiithors.  Mr.  Sancrofb  had 
undoubtedly  taken  unusual,  and  he  raij^ht  add,  superfluous  trouble,, 
in  simplifying  and  arranging  these  papers.  Superfluous,  since  he 
(Mr.  Haniim>nd)  had  deemed  it  proper  to  waiye  these  consider- 
ate endearors  to  elucidate  matters  for  Colonel  Rashleigh's  convo- 
nience,  and  returning  to  first  principlcB,  had  applied  to  the  debtors 
for  duplicate  bills,  oyer  their  own  signatures.  C<^onel  Rashleigh, 
although  an  Englishman,  was  yet  competent  to  the  management 
of  an  ordinary  transaction  of  buymg  and  selling.  The  straightest 
course  was  generally  the  safest  in  the  long  run. 

Sancroft  winced  at  this  gratuitous  moral  adage. 

"  You  do  not  object,  however,  Mr.  Hammond,  i»  my  seeing 
these  bUls,  as  made  out  in  my  father's  haod  V 

"  Tou  will  find  exact  copies  of  them,  here,  shr.^'    Mr.  Ham- 
mond took  down  an  account-book. 

"  These  are  in  your  writing,  sir  ;  I  asked  for  the  originals.'^ 

"  I  repeat,  Mr.  Sancroft,  that  your  fath^  never  surrendered 
the  originals  to  my  client  or  myself." 

"  May  I  inquire,  Mr.  Hammond,  why  you  denominate  Colonel 
Uishleigh  your  'client?'    You  are  not  serious  in  your  threat 
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of  ft  mdi  vpoa  mxdk  ground  as  k  supfilMd.  by  theee  twioe-cc^iSed 
faiUaf" 

''  I  propose,  sir,  in  the  beginning  to  obtain  from  yoor  fatfafir 
tiie  origiaal  lettera,  wfaiA  ke,  wi^  singdar  earetessaess  for  a  man 
of  his  exact  habits,  has,  h»  deekres,  mislaifiL  The  case  wiil  then 
test  upon  a  tompta^aom-ef  these  with  the  Mils  exhibited  to  Golo^ 
Bd  Basfaleigh  by  Mi".  Sancroft,  Senfor." 

^*  Bat  joa  cannot  prodnoe  them,  yon  know  I"  bnrst  ont  Mr. 
M<««an.  **  Yon  forget  ^kat  they  are  lost.  Allow  me  to  say,  Mr. 
Hanmiond,  that  other  men  are  aa  carelessitS  Mr.  Sancroft  I" 

'^  May  i  ask,  Mr.  Hofeaa,  fron  whom  yoo  gained  the  information 
of  my  negiigonoe  and  conseqaenl  loss  P'safid  Mh  Hammond,  coolly. 

Sancroft  detected  the  transient^  intense  gleam  of  satisfection 
hi  the  lawyer's  eye  at  this  ontvageoos  blonder  of  the  oficioiis 
confederate.  For  hkaael^  he  was  HTid  with  rage^  and  his  glowep- 
ing  looks  awoke  Morean  to  a  sense  of  his  kidiscnitioo.  In  fright 
and  haste,  he  ha4  no  thong^  except  to  mend  one  falsehood  by 
another. 

"  I  was  nnder  that  impresrion,''  he  stonmered.  ^*  Indeed,  I  am 
sore  that  I  have  heard  some  snch  thu^.  Oh  1  I  rememb^  I  It 
was  my  nnde,  Ooknel  RadUeigh,  who  signified  as  modi  to  me.'' 

**  That  is  remarkable,  since  Oolonel  Bashleigh  nerer  had  any 
intimation  to  that  effect  from  me,"  retmned  Mr.  Hammond,  Tery 
gravely.  **  How  he  conld  hare  conceived  of  such  an  occncrence 
is  inezpUcaUe.'' 

"  It  was  some  one  of  the  family,  if  it  waa  not  he."  Morean 
atombled  on  worse  than  ever,  for  Bancroft's  iron  heel  was  upon 
his  foot  nnder  the  table,  and  he  was  too  blind  with  fdly  and 
alarm  to  comprehend  its  injanption  to  silence. 

"  If  not  lost,  then,  Mr.  Hammond,"  Sancroft  interposed  between 
the  uneqaally-matched  opponents,  **  will  yon  have  the  goodness 
to  bring  them  forward  ?" 

''  These  are  exact  cojMes — as  I  have  already  said,  dr." 
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"  I  hare  ai^  your  jrowL  for  that !" 

"  And  I  only  your  father's  for  the  authenticity  of  the  docs- 
ments  with  which  he  fdmished  me.  Ke^  your  temper,  Mr.  Ban- 
croft. It  ig  not  Ytry  eo^y  to  .proToke  me  to  a  qoarrd,  when 
there  is  nothiBg  ta  be  gained  by  flyag  mto  a  pafldon,  HI  do*  storm 
at  the  cows  Mid  negroes'  wheBrmy  com-Aekl  is  invaded.'' 

Morean'sJiipB  took  a  bLaisli  tint^  and  his  associate  tamed 
Bcarktv 

''What  releTanee  has  thattotUs  8idyjeclT"he  inqtmed^ina 
bullying  tone,  to  hide  his  trqMdatkm. 

"  That  remainfi  to  l>e  proyed*  To  eat  ftoet  digressiona^-^-what 
does  your  father  prc9K)6e'to  do  in  his  nB)>leaBant  dilemma,  Mr. 
Saacroft?  The  ereditors  of  Colonel  Bftshlet^  ftom  whom  I 
hwre  reeeiired  duplicate  bills,  are  ready  to  attest  upon  oath  that 
these  are  literal  transcripts  of  those  formerly  sent  to  Mr.  Sancroft.- 
Oolonel  Rasideigh  will  testify  that  Mr.  Saneroft  assnred  me  in  his 
presence  that  his  formal  accounts  w«re  prepared  ^wxtk  the  utmost 
accuracy  from  those  which  he  receired*  How  are  the  pi^able 
disciepancies  in  the  two.  sets  of  papers  to  be  reeoncfied  7  Mr. 
Moreau  alleges — upon  what  groimds  he  has  not  yet  stated  dis- 
tinctly — ^that  I  hare  lost  the  documents  drawn  up  by  your  father. 
Granting  this  to  be  true,  I  flatter  myself  that  my  copies  will  go 
as  &r,  upon  oath  of  their  correctness,  as  likoso  of  Mr.  Sancroffc, 
Senior,  especially  when  mine  are  suppcnrted  by  copious  memoranda, 
made  on  the  night  of  the  transfer,  under  Colonel  Bashleigh's  eyes. 
NeTerthelese,  I  would  adyise,  to  aycnd  this  complicated  and  deli- 
cate view  of  the  matter,  that  he  take  his  stand  upon  what  J  call 
the  original  documents.  If  they  are  lost,  they  may  be  traced  ; 
11  mislaid,  a  careful  search  must  bring  them  to  light.  If  I  were 
in  his  place,  I  would  leave  no  stone  unturned  to  discoyer  manu- 
scripts so  important.  The  loss  of  a  small  bit  of  written  paper  is 
(^tentimes  a  fruitful  source  of  great  eyils,  Mr.- Moreau." 

He  wheeled  his  chair  so  as^  to  confront  the  confidous  thief, 
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whose  grimace,  in  attempting  an  easy  (mile,  was  Mini^i]]^,  'jet 
pitiable. 

"  S-frflo  I  BoppcHHW  l'^  he  said,  slnvErkigly. 

"  Yon  feet  the  draaghi  from  that  wuidow,  Mr.  Morean.  I  wiH 
close  it.  Draughts  are  ineonvenfeiit  thfogs,  partioolariy  where 
there  are  loose  papers  about.  And  speaking  of- loose  papers, 
recalls  to  me  an  ineideiit  in  the  legal  jmictiee  ef  a  friend  of  mine, 
that  may  interest  jon,  gentlemen.  My- friend,  Thompson,  had  in 
his  possesion  and  nnder  esEamination,  certain  doeomeitts  wiudh,  if 
made  public,  would  have  seriooily  aftcted  the  reputation  of  a 
man  who  stood  wdl  in  the  eommnnity.  This  man,  whom  We 
will  call  J<MDes,  consolted  with  his  nephew  and  a  comrade  of  his. 
Smith — if  yon  pleasatoityle  Um-^as  to  ways  and  means  for  p«r- 
loinhig  said  ^papers.  This  strategem  was  agreed  upon :  at  a 
girm  time.  Smith,  aa  a  diointerested  yiaitor  to  Thompson,  entered 
his  office  and  contrived  a  pretext  to  finger  his  papers.  The 
younger  Jones  was  too  much  of  a  gentleman  to  carry  ont  his 
scheme  m  personr--tiierefore,  he  offisred  a  bribe  of  considerable 
amonnt  to  a  tritidg  HbHow,  who  was  skulking  along  the  road— 
such  a  worthless  chap  as  Bully  Bob,  Mr.  Moreau,  who  a88a;aited 
your  respected  unde,  last  summer.  He  bribed  this  fellow — as  I 
was  saying,  to  pull  down  a  panel  of  the  fence  that  surrounded 
Thompson's,  wheat  field,  and  drive  in  upon  the  choice  spring  grain 
a  herd  of  cattle  from  a  neighboring  pasture.  It  was  a  cunning 
thing,  for,  you  see,  the  agent  wasnot  apt  to  tell  of  his  own  mis> 
deeds.  The  tridc  sndoeeded  to  a  charm.  Ont  rushed  Thompson, 
in  a  ftiry— yery  much  as  I  did,  when  a  similar  aoddent  happened  to 
my  com  one  day,  when  yon  were  by,  Mr.  Moreau.  It  was  a  very 
ludicrous  scene,  I  can  assure  you,  Mr.  Bancroft.  Out  rushed  Thomp- 
son, then,  and  Smith  quietly  secured  the  desired  documents,  left 
doors  and  windows  open,  and  followed  Thompson  so  quickly,  he 
did  not  observe  that  he  had  not  accompanied  him.  The  field 
was  cleared  ;  Smith  offered  his  congratulations  and  departed 
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and  Thompsoii,  MtmJBg  to  las  ott«e,  ftmrnA  ewetjiUag  pe&odl; 
papers  cottiDf^  all  nuumer  of  capers,  and  the  leatvs  of  books  flat- 
teriag  ^6  BsspeDB  in  the  draught  When  the.  tmaots  w^re  col- 
leeted,  Thonqpeon  diseoTeced  his  Iosb^  andjddioiit  deby  went  to 
oomBumicsle  the  cteftraBtsnce  ta  the  omier  of  the  ^nissiag  oer* 
respondenee^  He  was  not  at  honle;  bat  his  wife^  a  woman  of 
strong,  aeate  inteOeet^  was,  and  Ustened  t»  his  sStoiy  with 
profoond  attenlaon.  Wheniiwasthioagh^  die  said s  'There  is 
a  wheel  witfam  a  wheel  The  wind  ianot^tiie.tliiet  Say  nothing 
of  this  aibir,  efeii  to-my  hnsband,  at  pnmmL  We  shall  find  oat 
the  troth, -m  timai' 

'<  Thompscm  obe}»d  to  the  letter.  HedidnotdiYidgehissas> 
pieions  to  his  own  wife :  aad,  wookL  yen  belkife  it?  in  less  than 
a  fcHTtnigfat,  they  had  {Hroof  of  all  they  wanted  to  know.  Firsts 
came  to  light  the  actor  in  lenKnring  the  feDee-H)aite  nnezr 
peetedfy — ^fer  ThogHpsen  had  his  eye  npon  a  dUEirent^  person 
altogethtt.  Th^  next  step  was  the  evideneo  of  bribery,  which  the 
colprit  oiferM  eagerly,  to  screen  hitasell^  and  then — ^in  the  very 
nick  of  time,  I^roridenoe,  or  lock,  sent  along  an- anexeq>ti0nable 
witness,  who  certified  to  overhearing  part  of  a  oonrersatioa 
between  the  accomplices.  Smith  and  J<mes,  as  they  i^iced  orer 
their  booty,  on  their  way  home.  In  ihot,  it  made  ont  ibe  pretti- 
est case  of  conipiracy  and  robbery  yoa  ever  heard  o£  Howrery 
ill  yon  look,  Mr.  Morean  I  Let  me  get  something  for  yon.  A 
g^tess  of  iHwndy-andrwater  is  eioeUent  for  sodden  funtness." 

"  I  wonld  be  obliged  to  yon.  I  do  kAverfmAV^  mnrmnred 
Morean. 

''And  I  have  been  tiring  yon  with  my  stopid  yarn  1  Howrery 
inconsiderate  I    I  wiU  step  into  the  hoose  and  be  back  directly." 

He  left  the  office,  and  Morean  stared  helplesBly  at  his  accom* 
plice.    "  Bancroft,  we  are  rained  I" 

**  And  yon  have  only  yoor  meddling  stopidity  to  thank  for  itP 
was  the  gloomy  rejoinder. 
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''But  caB  joa  4o  nottuigr  flBtrMtad  Momti^  wko  h^  a 
cbUdiah  confideiio»  ia  his  ooimptmom^u  t&k^itsiDr  rabtetfbge. 

"  Of  coma  in»B.  liobod^  bat  a^  ooimrdly  blockhead  gvrei 
np  a  battle  before  k  m  Ibogbt  With  all  fafe  codJHmdrbiOI  story, 
I  don?t  believe  he  can  prove  the  half  of  What  he^aya^  Ait  all 
ewita,  I  wm  lai  him  try  it. '  Tm  cm  plaj^at.thit  game/' 

AcGordiDglf  ,  white  Mf .  Moreaa.  sipped,  aad  ftnally  MaUawed. 
the  entire  contents  ef  tbe*tBnblflr  .Ifir^^ammoad  l|ad  naxad  ta 
reUeve  hja-ftdntiNfla,  Jb.  aauroft  atated  hia  iD*eatl(m»  aa  ihe 
part  of  hia  father^  to  canaidfr  farther  thexnattoriahaaad,  aadio 
inform  him  of  their  condoaion  in  the  coarse  of  airedc  pt  tea 
daysv  It  waa  hia  «am  oonvktioB  that  hia  flatlwr  vwld  inaisBt  npon 
Uinging  the  ease  inta  court.  It  waa  a  aoT^  om,  and  wauld 
involye  a  Test  deal  of  eapepae  aadtnpubla,  bat  theae  were  mot  to 
be  thought  of  a  momcBt,  in  empaiiaoii  with  the  good  aaaae  of  a 
man  who  waa  now^-^in  Ua  Old  agie^  aoa^gaadfqr  tbe  ixat  tiaie  fof 
fjraod.  He  aakedfor  one  faror  anly  at  the  hands  of  his  aocoaer — 
that  the  affair  ahoald  be  l^t  asjqaiet  aa  poaaibte,  mitil  publica- 
tion was  made  aeoeesazy,  in  order  to  carry  oat  the  reqmsite  l^fal 
proceedingB. 

Mr.  Hammond  attended  them  to  the  doo^  and  as  Moreaa  waa 
paaaing  oat  last,  still  pale  and  scared,  the  lawyer  checked  hkn 
with — *^  A.  word  with  yoa«  if  yoa  please,  Mt.  Moreaa  1  Mr. 
Sancrofb  will  excnse  oa  fo?  a  moment." 

Beluctaat  though  Sancrof  t  waa  to  leaye  his  indiscreet  nctua  m 
the  power  of  soch  a  master  of  the  arts  of  crosaexamination  and 
spying  oat  a  gollty  secret — and  loath  as  Morean  looked  and  Mt 
to  endure  the  qrdealr  neither  had  any  objection  ready.  Whfle 
Sancroft  sullenly  untied  his  horse  and  pretended  to  bu^  himself 
with  tightening  the  girth  and  rebackUng  the  bridle,  Mr.  Han>- 
mond  withdrew  the  downcast  culprit  into  the«office,  and  instead 
of  cfaargmg  home  his  offence  upon  him,  as  he  expected,  accosted 
him  mildly. 


"To  yon,  Mr.  H<»eaii,  r^^oold  offer  »  Mttle  tiiiprofes^iial 
adviee*  Wliether  or  not  the  Massis.  Siuicroft  witt  posh  inattei^ 
to  extcemttyv  aad  tiierebj  blast  their  repfutti^tig  inretrierablj,  I 
damot  my.  My  mrause  k  that  tbe j  inH  make  the  expenmcnt. 
I  do  not  inquire  if  joa  are  implicated  in  any  maimer  in  this 
aitempledftaad'^-'*'^--  * 

"  Ijiever  kntm  a  wordtxf  It  mfltU  after  Ite  mfiidikf  was  done  I'' 
was  Moreaia^  TeheoMAt  assmtaitioB. 

'*I  pitftr  that. you  4aho«ld  not  ato«wer -meqalte  yet,  if  yon 
I^eafle.  Thja eautibn iamea&t landhf,  fotjtm  aretaboring  nnder 
-efteitMent^ttiimight.'  make  imprudent  admifiaons.  >  I  was  about 
to  remark  that  atthoogh  probable,  it  is  n<M^  a  certainty,  that 
shonld  the  case  be  tried,  your  ittune  wfll  bo  introduced.  -  Your 
unde  hastioidea  iltat  yonharfO:  any  .k%owledg^LOf.th^.fta,nd  or 
ite  peeoUar  attendant  citcnmstaiioes.  Tea  TamAOt  mistake  my 
meanings  Nor  is  it  expedient  that  he  should  be  informed  of  any 
of  these  unpleasant'  ciaroAnstanoes  imtil  our  plans  are  more  nearly 
matared.  Therefoara,  your  Idsest  eouhto  is  to  f^tdn:  silent  and 
pasave.  Should  the  worst  come,  it  will  still  appear  that'  more 
confidants  would  only  have  accelerated  ezposore.'' 

.  **  But  Mrs.  Bashleigh ! — ^my  uncle's  wife  I  I  thought  you  said 
thut  she  knew  e?eiything  V 

"  Mr.  Moreau  I  Mr.  Moreau !  your  are  forgetting  my  wam- 
ingl  Mrs.  B4i8hkigh's  name  has  not  been  mentioned  in  the  whole 
conversation." 

''  Ton  meant  her  I  you  know  you  did  I  Where's  the  use  of 
denying  it  1  Oh,  Mr.  Hammond !  I  am  the  most  miserable  man 
aliTe  I  I  wMi  I  had  blown  my  brains  out,  tweWe  months  ago. 
I  haye  been  Mving  longer  than  that  with  a  sword  hanging  over 
my  head.  I  wish  it  would  fall  and  cat  me  in  two— for  there 
would  be  an  end  of  it  1" 

He  dropped  his  head  on  the  back  of  a  chair  and  sobbed  out- 
tight  in  his  weak  despair. 
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"  I  am  flony  for  joa^  Mr.  Mareaa  1  qxm  mj  word  I  am  P 
said  the  lawyer,  hoaeetiy,  while  he  despised  the  wretched  dape  of 
his  own  passions  and  another's  oonning*  Ton  hare  listened 
too  credoloodj  to  e?U  ooonsellors ;  haye  obejed.them  too  faiJth- 
My  » 

**  How  cpnld  I  help  it  7  They  have  ma  completely  in  thdr 
power— joft  as  much  as  if  I  were  chained  hand  and  foot" 

''  I  wonld  break  the  chains  and  taka  the  ocweqnences,  let  them 
be  ever  so  seTere.  Yo^  may  wonder  at  hearing  sodi  a  sentiment 
from  one  of  my  precession,  but  I  am  daaij  becoming  more  tho- 
roughly conyinced  that  an  honest  coarse  is  the  only  one  that  «aa 
be  truly  termed  politic/' 

**  Tet  you  advise  me  against  it  I" 

"  Not  1 1  I  have  not  recommended  equlTOcation,  only  reserre. 
I  am  detaining  yon,  and  I  see  that  Mr.  Sancr(^t  is  growing 
impatient.  I  b^  your  pardon  for  the  liberty  I  hare  taken.  If 
I  could  aid  yon  in  this  onoomfortable  aflbir  I  wodd  do  so  ;  bnt 
I  can  see  no  better  plaaof  action  fw  yon  to  adopt  tiian  a  prudent 
silence." 

"  What  did  he  say  to  yon  ?"  demanded  Bancroft,  peremptorily, 
as  they  put  tiielr  horses  in  motion. 

"  What  ffou  are  eternally  telling  me  to  learn — ^to  hold  mj 
tongue  1"  answered  the  other  crossly,  with  very  similar  feelings  to 
those  we  may  imagine  a  worm  to  experience  when  he  turns  nnder 
the  careless  or  wanton  foot 

"  Was  that  all  ?» 

"  He  said  that  even  if  you  and  your  father  saw  fit  to  stand  the 
suit,  and  meet  the  disgrace  that  wonld  attend  it,  I  had  better  keq[> 

stm." 

"Which  means  that  your  uncle  prefers  not  to  damage  bis 
nephew's  reputation  if  he  can  ruin  us  without  I  Very  natural  1 
but  we  will  see  whether  that  is  practicable.  However,  yon  may 
as  well  follow  his  advice  for  some  time  to  come.    If  there  is  any 
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seiiae  in  the  maaSm  Aomt  the  law's  debyB,  I  om  detennuMd  fliat 
Hammond  BhaQ  haye  the.  fell  benefit  of  the  eane.-  Dpnt  hattg 
yonnelf  yet  awhile  I  Who  knows  what  a  couple  of  months  may 
bring  foEth  V 
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CHAPTER  XXVUI. 


Katherink  kept  np  her  borsebsckrides  throngkout  the  aatamr 
— ^partly  to  please  her  father,  partly  becanise  she  experienced  8 
croel  pleasure  in  eadnring  the  memories  called  back  by  these 
lonely  excursions.  Omar  seemed  to  miss  his  mate  as  he  followed, 
without  direction  f^om  the  rein,  the  well-known  bridle-paths  wind- 
ing in  and  about  the  forests  ;  ^ot  his  mistress  never  spoke  .her 
regret  at  the  substitution  of  bulky  Thomas  for  her  summer's 
escorts  The  laborer  in  wayside  fields,  and  the  frequent  tfayeller 
along  thoi^  roads,  came  to  know  and  to  watch  for  her  appearance 
on  every  moderately  fine  day,  always  riding  swiftly  while  in  the 
highway  ;  sitting  so  straight  and  firm  in  her  saddle,  that  it  would 
have  been  a  keen  vision  indeed  that  detected  the  increasing  slen- 
demess  of  her  figure — her  eye  so  bright  and  her  mouth  so  proud, 
that  none  remaxkod  the  hollowing  and  blanching  cheek. 

Tramp  I  tramp  I  tramp  I ..  over  the  gravelly  road  and  the 
turfy  by-way  ;  through  sand  and  creek  and  mire  ;  through  dead 
leaves  everywhere  I — ^for  the  farewell  sigh  of  summer  had  died 
away  among  the  hills  long  ago.  Tramp  I  tramp  !  tramp  I  while 
the  swift  pulses  rioted  in  her  wrists,  and  her  heart  beat  like  a 
caged  bird  against  its  bars,  and  there  was  ever  that  straining, 
forward  gaze — seeking  for  what  or  whom  ? 

One  gusty,  cloudy  afternoon,  she  dismounted,  as  she  had  often 
done  before,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  back  of  the  church,  and  gather- 
ing her  train  in  her  hands,  ascended  to  the  grave  that  was  now  to 
her  a  shrine.    At  her  last  visit,  two  days  preFiPus  Ut  this,  she 
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hiuT  b6ieBtrdid»led  l^ltenii^^  n^gleeliid  look  af  so  iinidi  et  Ha 
torf  M  inw  TMUe^'ibe  indolBive  bel^  MM  iriik  falbu  bares  to 
a  lev^  wRb  the  top  of  tfte  mocflid.  filie  had  iswl  the  little  gate 
a&d  foQkkd  the  lock  finn^  jmd  her  atten^t  ito  insert  her  arm 
betwteii  the  i^Mngs  to  clear  away  leareffw  grass  vas  alike  filtile, 
TiKbty^ there  vsre  no  isoA  <^AiO«  to  siglit  aad  feeliiig.  The 
turf  had  been  x^li^rped  aad  cleaned }  tbe^  dead  aatter  alLrenraved 
toadidtanoeftoniljieindMnre  ; 011011  the civeidar area  appeared 
to  hare  becai  swept.  It  wns;  wifthonl  doiilit»  doae  bj  the  old 
IRMuekeeper's  ordeis.  Hen  absent  uaslei's  wisheil.  wera  her  law  as 
abMintefy  as  Vh^n' he  reigned- m  {Person  at  Bettlioift^^ 

Kathenoe  leaned  npon  the  top  of.  the  fenc^,  and  read  agahi 
the  inscription :  •       •   .        ' 
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tlk«refion  a  net  frr  Sm  pMple  of  GoA." 


He  had  died  in  poverty  and  in  prison  I  Were  his  last  moments 
eml>ittered  by  donbts  of  the  fidelity  of  his  distant  friends  ?  That 
reflection  wonid  add  poignancy  to  any  grief.  She  witAted  she  had 
known  this  humble  favorite  ;  this  nobleman  m  a  peasant's  abode 
and  garb.^  Perhaps,  if  ha^  h^d  lived,  her  present  situation  would 
have  been  difibrent,  since  his  death  and  its  accompanying  ehrcom- 
stances  had  wrought  such  alterations  in  Malcolm's  diaracter  and 
conduct.  How  she  would  have  been  affected  she  did  not  surmise  ; 
she  only  wondered  vaguely  if  this  untimely  end  of  one  whom  she 
had  never  seen,  had  not  exerted  some  important  influence  upon 
her  destiny. 

A  coldjplast  shook  down  the  dry  leaves  in  showers,  and  some 
Hiing  white  fluttered  around  the  comer  of  the  paEngs  to  her  feet 
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it  ^  It  was  a  ha.nrilwfrlii»t  she^  aad  fiae,  and 
marked  in  the  centre— "  Margaret  £.  Bashkdgh  F'  Ooold  she 
have  taken  tbiB  artiok  of  her  mpther's  property  bj  mistake-  and 
lost  it  here  J  -It  was  kopr^babk,  jet  ahe  ooold  Aot  disprove  the 
8a{^K>fii4km.  She  waa  still  inapectuig  the  camhrie,  as  if  it  coold 
account  for  its  .aayBteriona  aH>earanoe,  when  Tbonuia,  having 
aecared  ihe  hgnaa  imton^  the  trees  helow^  oame  np  the  hiH 
BtogawUflflH  of  his  ^iagioistEeeB'snipriBed»  and  somewhat  offended 
look,  at  this  iiitnisiQii  nposi  her  privacy,  he  coiBiBenocdA  dlligi^ 
seaieh  within  and  aioond  the  iDcloaue  ^  tanning  over  stk^  aiMl. 
dry  leaTea,  and  atanng  up  iota)  theliaked  branches  of  neighbodiig 


"  What  do  you  want,  Thomas  ?'' 

''Mary''  (Mrs.  Bashleigh's  maid)  "tolled  me  yesterday,  that 
the  mistress  had  lost  a  pocket  handkerchief  in  the  chariot  or  on 
the  road,  while  she  was  taking  her  airing,  and  I  thought  mebbe 
she  had  dropped  it  here." 

"  Here  1 — ^has  she  ever  been  here  V 

"Many  a  times ;  erery  week  a'moet-  She  sets  (preat  store 
upon  walking  In  these  woods.  Her  and  Mary  rests  here  a  bit, 
whijhd  John  driyes  round  to  the  cross-roads  and  back,  to  keep  the 
horses  frcm  taking  cold  standing.  She  corned  yesterday  after- 
noon to  see  how  I  had  cleaned  out  the  weeds  and  litter  in  the 
morning,  and  I  thought,  mebbe,  she'd  lost  her  handkerchief  here.''. 

The  return  to  his  startiug-place  awoke  Eathenne.  During 
this,  for  him,  lengthy  speech,  which  he  droned  out,  automaton- 
like,  she  r^nained  gasdng  alternately  at  him  and  the  handkerchief 
as  if  stupefied  by  what  she  heard.  Her  mother  had  made  secret 
and  firequent  pilgrimages  "to  this  spot — ^had  tended  the  tomb  of 
the  obscure  mechanic  as  carefully  as  Malcolm  had  done  1  Could 
she  beliere  it  f  and,  if  so,  to  what  motive  should  she  attribute 
the  maxYel  ? 

*'  I  have  found  the  handkerchief"  she  said,  with  the  ^collection 
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that  she  was  Iktemi^  to  a  serraiit's  tale^^-^^ren  mofe — inteiro- 
gating  him  witirTegf»rd^  to  wbat  his  nustres^  bad  chosen  to-con- 
-ceal-^an  action  her  traimqg  hadtaoghl  her  to  regard  as  highfy 
dkbonorable.  **  I  niM  tako  it  to  Mrs.  BasUeigh  mysdf." 
•  She  preceded  him  to  the  lower  gioand,  and  was  ready  to 
remount  foj  the  tame  heasnlred,  paffing  afte  the  effinft  to  keep 
op.  with  her  rapid  paee, .  On-gaififng  the  road,  where  the  l^ees 
did  not  lunder  her  iriew  of  the  heavens,  Ka^Oierine  disoovered  that 
the  donds  hsang  darker  and  lower,  and  the  mere  penetrating 
homidity  of  the  air  warned  her  of  raia  dose  at  hand.  Omar 
re^nded  with  sficit  to  the  shake  o£  the  rein  and  the  energetic 
voioe  that  nrged  him  onward;  bat  he  waa  too-late  in  conimenemg 
the  race:  The  large,  -slaw  drops  were  beginning  to  come  in  faster 
streams  when  the  reeUag  horeea  reachedhome.  * 

"Mj  child,  we  had  beeome  exceedingly  nneasy  on  year 
account,"  said  the  Golonel,  staodiag  vpoii  the  pordhsteps — his 
tower  of  observation  for  tilie  past  haif-honr.  **  I  should  have  been 
di^Ieased  if  the  shower  had  wetted  you.  Yeir  idiooldobserve  the 
weather  more  attentively  when  abroad." 

"  Ton  (Bure  very  warm,"  remarked  Mrs.  Bashleigh. 

'*  Beoanse  I  rode-  so  last,  mamma*.  I  have  been  in  the  woods, 
papa.  7%at  was  tike  canse  of  my  not  pereeivhig  how  threatening 
the  sky  had  grown  ance  I  went  ont." 

.  She  threw  off  her  hat,  and  drew  cat  a  handk^rdilef  to  wipe 
her  fordiead.  Mrs.  Bashleigh  recc^^nized  it  at-*a  glance,  and 
Xatiierine,  chancing  also  to  look  at  what  she  held,  grew  crijBson 
with  enitarrassment. 

''  It  is  not  safe  for  yon  to  stand  hare,"  said  her  mother.  **  The 
wind  is  too  fresh.  You  had  better  gd  upstairs  and  lay  off  yonr 
habit,  and  be  carefbl  not  to  get  cool  too  suddenly." 

She  extended  her  hand  for  the  handkerchief,  which  Katherine 
resigned  y  silently. 

She  was  not  so  obedient  to  the  word  of  command.    There  was 
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no  to  in  litf  clMmber,  cad,  after  g^tlag  rid  of  Ad  damp,  iiea^ 
ridiDf^reMf  aheaioad— ^^rith  bam  8hoidd««  aad  arms,  as  she  had 
aAerwaad  naaon  to«aooUeel^toaiiiDg  agaiafit  t&e  iriiidow«cafliiig 
and  watobo^  tbe  driftiag- Aeafts/of  nda  that  nov  retted  the 
landaea^  aad  beat  npoa  tho  poaee,  absorbed  m- perplexing 
tbcngbt,  imtil^er  ttald  n^ped  for  ata^^ 

edoDel  BJMs6^^JB$^ei  ifae  wet  nigM.  Ha  had  a  ^re  btf  t 
ift  the  lifara«7,  vhieh  was  taaBffmble  to-evaij  tims  otee,'  aad 
baAody  or  roaatad  Unadl  ia  its  blaae,  wfttkappapeat  and  audible 
eaqpreseioa  of  the  hoaae-eoeafort  iie  derived  teii  the  operatioak 
Mrs.  Baekkig]^  was  not  ^eUyind  didnbt  appear  below  alter 
vxgfisn^  ^'^  ^^^  ^^  drsrea  out  l^  tfaa  heat,  end  KatheriHe 
BhnoBed'the  apartnaat  fyt  the  saoie  reason*  ¥he  ftanily  lAtiJOg- 
TOOTH  was  withoot  ar  fiBb-plaoe,  -and  the  great  parlor  waa  cold  and 
dark.  8he  oonU  noit  bear  t)ie.  edfitade  ci  her  chamber  and  tbe 
sobbing  edioes  that  eaUed  to  her  in  the  rain-wilhoilt.  In  )u!t 
porposelesB  waaderings.  throagh.the  pagages  and  ovef  tbe  staoa, 
she  bmypODad  apw  the  hoosekaeper's  room. 

Miss  Nancy  Wilkinson  was*  tali,-fipar0  and  angular ;  a  trifle 
too  sharp  nppn  the  aervants,  and  with  some  oMinalcBsh  peenliari- 
tles  of  behayior  aad  ideas,  bat  was,  withal,  a  very  excellent 
manager,  cook  aod  woman.  Her  place  suited  her  as  well  as  she 
salted  her  employers;  only,  she  had  been  need  to  aiore  Ikmifiarity 
— ^was  treated  more  as  a  ooB^waioa  among  thoae  who  knew  her 
history  aad  oqpnectloas»  which  were  inth  one  of  tbe  best  fiunilieB 
in  the  coonty.  Her  grandfather  was  a  man  of  distinction  in  hia 
neighborhood  and  time,  and  had  owned  more  acres  ihan  his 
descendaat  did  shillings.  Bat  his  children  qient  laster  than  he 
had  gathered,  and  toatid'the  remembrance  of  past  grandeur  an 
insufficient  proviakm  fot  present  needs.  Hence,  the  grand- 
daughter's oecnpatlan. 

Unmolested  by  haunting  epectres  of  the  different  thmgs  whidi 
might  hare  been,  she  now  sat  bolt-uFVl^^  ^  ^  d^  iMLe,  sleerea 


NS,H&S1B;  401 


pfauied  *n|^  :te  te  aboiildfin,  atoiiiiig  ntiiiDS:    ditm,  qiices  and 
sugar  were,  ranged  )>6|bze.  ber»  ^mtiDg  for  -timir  afaare^f  atte&^ . 
tioiw    She  looked  hesa^j  thrMglrlwr  8paetade&«^KatheF9Xie's 
approai^  &)i  Mids  Barbara*  bad  sfl^rtedooneotijfMq^edim^ 
opuma  of  the '' Bi^pfahar'a'' dfu^^;. 

''What  deiifiiow  eanqiomid  aie^yffi  a;tvock«iipoa  tcHllgbt, 
MuB  KmbjI?'  she  iaqpuAi 

"^  g^  EngBak  ;hpi"Iw<Wtag^  heney/  Yovr  ma  hae  ^told  me 
e^Mtl;.  bov  to  quike  it^  aa  y«ar  pa  lavecrit ;  and  as  to^udrrow  is 
his  birthday^  wa  am  goiag  teliaiveFaaat  batf  ondi^lav^iiddiiig;:^ 

''a«9dl  Sa  tcHnoraair  Ja  Ua  JbMidaj  ?  I  a^  a^uuaiied  of 
myself  fot  liafing  totg(Aim  iL  J  am  ia  a  busy  faaiaor,  'Miss 
Nancy.  Please  let  me  help  you:  Wffi  yon.  Inst  mh  to  shred 
this  citron  f  I  used  to  81%  for  hoars  «t  a  iime|  in  our  hoase- 
keep^r's.roo^  ia  Eogjaad^  jtftd  she.  taaght  me  a  su^tteriiig  of  all 
sorts-of  cookery.? 

"  Why  dida't ahe cress  titeaeafMothyoii P 

''  Her  diiildraa  were  mardad  And  setttedi^taid  begged  hear  to 
live  ainpiig  theiQ,  and  as  die  waa  getting  old,  she  oooseiited,  and 
gaTe  iq>  h^  profesvon." 

A  sigh  stirred  the  staiehed  Ic^da  of  Ifias  Naacy^  aeeken^ef. 

"Married  women-^widows  I  mean^-don't  <rfien  take  up  that 
Ime  of  life  in  this  eoimtry.  Indeed,  there  are  net  many  r^tdar 
hoosekeepeiv  about  h&n.  I  don't  know  of  bat  Wo  others  beside 
me,  in  ten  miles  roond.  Miss  Polly  Saimdera,  i^e  lires  at  Mr. 
-Annistead's,  for  Mrs.  Armistead  is  in -poor  health,  and  Barbery 
Brook  has  k^t  house  at  Ben  Lomond  for  nigh  upon  forty  years, 
I  reckon.  Ton  tnighta^  think  it,  but  diielAS  learnt  me  a  heap 
of  things,  for  I  am  younger  than  Barbery  by  a  good  deal." 

"  She  must  be  greatly  attached  to  the  &mily,  to  remun  so 
long  in  one  place,"  returned  Katherine,  mincing  the  tranducent 
slips  of  sweetmeat. 

**  You  may  well  say  liiat  1    She  has  been  a  second  mother  to 
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th«m  chfldreiL  M&lcolai — ^Hr.  Argyle,  I  Appose  I  ought  to  tftJl 
him,  bat  I  %a^t  remember  that  he  isn't  a  bor,  any  longer-^^e 
don't  know  anj  dHfenace  between  ber  and  his  real  mother,  who 
died  when  he  was  a  diild.  She  was  a  beaotiftil  woman.  He 
and  Mrs.  Morean  bodi  look  Hhe  her--^e  mMt;  though,  iix  «he 
had  9«ioh  a  lordj  #ztireeBon-«-6ad»'  a  swieet  nafle  I  Yes  1  he 
lores  Barbary  mightOj,  and  k  a  great  oomlort  to  hei  in  her  old 
ago."  Another  sq^.  "Tobasare,'''8hereimmed, '' J  hdped  to 
raise,  a  family  of  chtkben ;  bat  their  mother  is  Mvfng,  -and  that 
makes  a  diierenee.  Then,  again;  they're  Mt  the  same  sort  as 
Mr.  Argyle.  JPeople  caii^  change  their  natern,  and  all  hearts  are 
not  warm  alike.  .If  they  were,  Marda  Selden  ^voiddnt  neirer 
hare  jilted  Maksc^  Argyle.^ 

''  Were  yon  liring  at  Mr.  Seldea's  then  T 

''  I  was«  and  a  high  time  liiey  had  aboat  it.  Ibraa  was  loUh 
to  giro  him  np,  bat  her  mother  thought  'twas  best,  and  maybe 
'twas ;  but  it's  my  notion,  that  a  girl  onght  to  think  twice  before 
she  throws  away  as  much  sar^onongh  love  as  Malcolm  had  for 
her.  Dear  me  I  I  reooUeot  aa  wdl  as  if  it  was  yesterday,  my 
meeting  the  poor  fellow  in  the  passage,  after  he  got  his  discard. 
His  face  had  no  mrae  ec^or  in  it  than  there  is  in  a  table-cloth, 
and  he  shodc  all  ovor,  in  a  kind  of  agne ;  but  for  all  that,  his 
eyes  were,  for  all  the  world,  like  liye  coals — ^terrible  to  see  I  I 
was  real  soiiy  for  him,  bat  I  was  too  aMld  of  his  looks  to  say  a 
word.  I'd  as  soon  haTe  taken  hold  of  a  lion's  paw  as  offer  to 
shake  hands  with  him.  He's  soilered  a  great  deal  and  a  long 
tune  I" 

The  innocently  artfhl  q)ffister  had  a  double  object  in  dweflmg 
npon  this  theme  ;  one  being  to  deteimine  for  herself  the  troth  of 
certain  reports  that  had  reached  her  ears  ;  hints  of  a  second  snit 
and  another,  bat  more  honorable  rejection  of  her  hero  ;  the  other, 
to  awaken  an  interest  for  him  in  Katherine's  tender  heart,  if  it 
had  never  moved  for  him  before. 
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There  was  a  profooad  silmoe.  Tte'enifiag-  shreds  of  citron  foil 
regularly  into  the  dish,  nntil  tiie  last  piece  was  cnt^  and  Kathcxi&e 
asked  what  she  cooid  do  next, 

"The  cnrraats*  are  to  be  washed,  bilt  it  is  dhrtj-work,  and  I 
oaa'tletyendoif  ^ 

"  I  can  weigh  your  soger  and  floor.  H^w  mooh  of  each  F 
said-Katfaerine,  eatahmg  ap.the  s^Jes. 

Miss  Nancy  gaye  the  dkrection  requited,  and,  cqsiiBced  that  her 
Attfts  hadnetMt  the  mtak,  took  a  nearer  standand  more^kect  aim. 

''  Whatever  sent  Mr.  Argyle  out  W^  or  Soath,  or  whersTer 
'tis  he^  gone — do  yon  know,  Mus  Katharine  V . 

'*  The  desire  to  travel,  I  imagme.'' 

''Barhary  is  mightily  cat  «p  about  it.  S^e.  hoped  to  .have 
him  near  her  always,  and  now,  adie  thinks  there  is  bo  telling 
whether  he^U  ever  settle.down  again.  I  beard  tiie  other  day,  he 
had  written  home  that  be  had- bought,  or  was  thinking  of  bnyiog, 
a.  plantation  oat  tikere.  That'a  the  way  wtth  most  men  that  go 
So«rth/  They  never  come  baok^  Twill  be  a  hard  thing  £» 
Barbary  to  leave  the  old  pdaoe  at  her  age  V 

Crash  I  came  d6wn  the  scales  i^on  the  table^  and  the  two 
half-poond  weights  dashed  kto  the  bowl  of.  eggs,  bneaking  and 
spattering  them  in  all  directions.  Witboat  apology  for  her  care- 
lessness^ or  regret  at  its  consequences,  Kalheriae  left  the  hoose* 
keeper  to  bemoan  the  catastrophe  by  herself. 

Miss  Bashleigh's  nudd  was  not  mi^  np  to  her  room,  that  night, 
and  after  waiting  nntil  a  late  honr,  went  of  her  own  accord  to 
the  door,  and  listened.  All  was  still,  and  her  tap,  repeated 
several  times,  received  no  r^ly.  She  tried  the 'door.  It  was  not 
fast  and  she  pn^ed  it  open  softly.  Katharine  had  Mle^asleep 
in  her  chair,  by  the  side  of  the  hearth  where  the  fire  had  burned 
oat  to  ashes.  She  was  in  her  night-robe,  and  between  her  hands 
was  crashed  a  little  heap  of  papers-^eeemingly  notes.  Her 
cheek  was  bine  and  her  breathii^  short. 


'' 8h*  ir«  b$l^  hoe  deith  of  eolAP  mvttoirBd  the  womaa. 
<' Mii8  KiOhefiiie  1^ 

''  What  t  Lncj  I  ifl  it  joa  ?"  said  KaAeriM,  ia  n«rToa»coii- 
fosioa.    ''I  wJM nearly  aaUepl''^  > 

Slie  gathered  ap  the  papers  and  thrgst  Hmol  hvtily  into  a. 
dhtiter,  whiah  Ae'faeked.' 

"  HowfearMj  cold  it  is  V*  sbe  addad,  diaking  k  eiary  Bmb, 
while  ker  Mm  aiid  &lga^tlpB  waie  of  a  g^reyish  porple. 

^  Let  me  mb  your  feet,  ot  get  a^fadt  tiriak  f6r  item  t"  iM^gaft 
llie  ooeas J  servant 

"No,  thank  yon  t  I  wiH  gai  iido  bod  Kow,  bttfy.me  in  tbe 
blankets  I  I  am  frozen  through  aiid"throagh<F 

These  were  the  kst  coheeent  wotds  she  uttered  for  many  days. 
The  next  morning,  «he  was  in  a  high  fcrer  and^deltrinm— jnst  tiia 
type  of  ilhiess  that  was  likely  to  seiie  npon  one  of  her  physieai 
and  mental  ten^ramant.  The  t#o  pbysiciain,  sammoned  fay  the 
Oolonel,  looked  grare  over  her,  and  eraded  iaqniries  as  to  the 
Hkelihood  of  her  reooyery  ;  and  for  miles  around,  the  story  w^t 
like  wildfire,  that  she  was  Already  given  over  by  them  both. 

Yet,  such  was  Miss  Barbara's  sedusion  and  indifference  to 
carrent  events,  that  the  news  was  a  couple  of  days  old,  before 
she  heard  it.  It  reached  her  at  night-fall,  and  an  hour  alter 
sanrise  on  the  soaceeding  day,  she  presented  herself  at  Briarwood, 
and  asked  to  see  Mrs.  Bashleigh. 

She  ia  in  Miss  RasUeigb's  room,  and  cannot  see  company  P 
replied  Thomas,  stoutly. 

'*  It's  likely  Pm  come  as  eompany«-Jsn't  it  V^  said  Miss  Bar- 
bara. ''  I  k)ok  like  a  fi&shionable  viaitorrHlon't  I  ?  I'U  wait 
here  u^the  sittin'  room  for  three  minutes  and  a  half,  and  jist  yoa 
step  upstairs,  on  your  tiptoes — mind  yon  1  and  tell  Mrs.  Rashr 
leigh  there's  a  person  here  wishes  to  see  her." 

The  specified  time  was  exceeded  by  several  minutes,  when 
Mrs.  Bashleigh  appeared.    She  had  passed  the  night  in  her 
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danghl^r^s  ^chiaui^ttr,'  soft  tooked  wotK'  4omi  "pfMi  •leet)le8ineflB 
and  luizietj^  She  ertepped  i^art  on  peroemsiip*  her  Visitor,  bat 
witlioiit  wftit^  to^Bee^  whitl^r-  hiBr'CQtpzifri  wm  i>lea(siait  or 
disagreeable,  Miss  Barbara  said,  straightlj  and  sqaarelj  : 

"I've  heavd  that  yo«p  dangkter  k  «iek,  and  •ome  to  help 
^ors^'her,  if  joM  ki^ne.  Thet^ao  U^^  nHWWu  Mimd  h^«, 
aiid  jcMi  aiii^  &9«]ff  strotig;'^  ' 

l%is  was  <»d7  the  secdnd  eight  she  had  bad  ef  the  "  proud 
S«gliriit  lady/'  and  the  former  was  restiieted  to  a  gB&pse  at  the 
cbarch,  on  the  day  of  Mr.  Laidley's  preaehisg  there.  Sl»  had, 
howerer,  heaideoeh- tales  of  her  reserve  *'^^  hsnghtioess, 
ti^at-^  was  jmiaeaasarabiy  astonUed  when  Mis.  Bashldgh  hdd 
out  her  hand,  with  a  smde'of  nia^teal  beanty,  sfad  said  in  a  yoiee 
trsmoloiis  widi  emotion^— "  I-  thank  yoa  I  If  it  wfll  not  be  an 
.impoeition  npon  yonr  goodness,  I^aoo^  yonr  offer-^^ateMy  1 
When  can  yon  <?ome  V^        <■    .  , 

"  In  two  iniuites  I  VR  jisb  tefl  the  man  who  brooght  me  oyer, 
not  to  wait."  *         '■■  . 

>  She  trotted  to  the  front  door,  and  .was  back  ^metly,  to  follow 
Mrs.  Bashleigb  np  stairs.  .  ^ 

"  How  is  she  this  momin'  f  she  asked,  at  the  top  of  the  steps. 

•  ••  No  better  I**    The  lady  spoke  dq|ecle%. 

"  Thaf  s  beeaose  the  feyer  hasn^  rtm  its  CQirse.  Tbere^s  no 
reason  in  gettin'  nneasy  so  soon  as  tfais.^     " 

Perhaps  she  altered  h^r  mind,  when  she  stood  by  the  sick  girl, 
and  beheld  the  pretematnrally  bright  eye ;  the  crimson  cheek  ; 
the  tossings  from  Mde  to  side  on  the  heated  cofieh,  and  heard  the 
strained,  harried  accents,  that  so  pierced  the  heart  of  loving 
watchers — the  ntteranees  of  the  fever  demon  through  lips  that 
were  never  before  parted  by  such  tones.  Katherine  talked  inces- 
santly, foolishly,  wildly — ^prattled  as  a  child  might  have  done  to 
her  dog,  her  bird,  her  horse.  She  often  laughed — ^a  hollow,  sense- 
less peal ;  sometimes-^and  that  was  hardest  of  all  to  bear — she 
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from  oroomto  poom,  with  ^d-wildwood  Bweetneas  of  her  own  liniiett. 
*'  Poor  thiiig  I  poor  tiung  I"  said  Miss  Barbara,  wban  she  beifd 

this.  *     s  -  .  •  -r 

She  had  ttot  tpoketv-ft  ^ord  Of  aomptfunloa  before.  Hor  look 
and  bearing  had  beeBrpceoiflely  Duxie  of  *  profeaajonal  nuee,  who 
was  coQscientioas  in  her  resolve  to  defserre  her  wages.  @he  had 
come  hither  at  the  biddiog  of  daty ;  bat  in  her  heart,  there  was 
no  ioTe.a&d  little  oharitj  for  the  womaa  who  had  ruthkadjr 
wrecked  her  "  boy^s"  happusesSb 

Distant  and  t^tora  as-was  the  mother,.  Miss  Barbara  was 
more  attracted  toward  her  tb.aft  to  ibB  daaghter*  The  ^noord 
between  the  stately  lady  and  the  onpdished  hoaiekeeper  wa^  per- 
fect from  the  moment  of  their  meeting.  Hi^erto,  Mrs.  B«sUeigh 
had  not  left  Katherme's  sick-bed.  This  morning,  she  retired  to  her 
own  chamber,  and  slept  for  two  hours.  Miss  Barbara  assuming  tiie 
post  of  cnstodiaa  in  the  patient's  room.  They  attended  her  jomtly, 
and  by  turns,  never  crossing  each  other  in  a  single  opinion,  and 
conforming  readily  to  one  another's  ways.  Mrs.  Holt,  with  every 
disposition  to  make  herself  useful,  and  suffering  acute  anxiety  on 
her  pupil's  account,  was  a  very  tyro  in  nursing.  Where  book- 
learning  could  avail  nothing,  she  was  at  sea,  and  Mrs.  Bashleigh 
was  so  thoroughly  aware  of  this  that  she  would  not  have  allowed 
her  to  administer  the  simplest  medicine  to  her  child.  Therefore, 
the  poor  lady  read  consolatory  worki)  aloud  to  Colonel  Bashleigh, 
when  he  was  not  too  perturbed  to  listen,  and  to  herself,  when  she 
had  no  auditor,  and  offered  up  fiarvent  prayers  from  her  unworldly 
heart,  for  the  restoration  of  l^e  drooping  flower  of  the  household. 

Mrs.  Moreau,  who  paid  daily  calls,  came  as  usual  on  the  day  d 
MiBs  Barbara's  arrival. 

'*  Will  you  see  her  ?"  said  Mrs.  Bashleigh,  as  word  of  her  pre* 
sence  beiow  was  brought  up  to  the  sick-chamb^. 

Aiisi  Barbara  thought  it  an  odd  request,  but  complied. 


» 

"  Yob  iiere4"  ezdailai^  Mrs.  Motmm.  "  Tc«  aM  the  last.per- 
son-in  creatioQ  I  Aovld  liay»  expected  td'iBe^.    Did  tfaey  send  for 

**  Mjrg.  Bashleigh's  oomplimentB  and  she  hopes  Mnh  Morean  will 
excuse  hffp  from  comisg  down^  Miss  Bashkigfa  bemg  so  ill,''  re- 
peated Miss  Bi^bara,  demnrelj,- without  sittmg  dowii. 

Mrs.  Moreaa  dianged  her  tone.  "  Nonsease,  Miss  Barbara  I 
Tnke  a  sea^aod  tell  me  aU  about  poor  d«ar  Eatherine  I  We  are 
perfectly  wretched  P 

'^No  need  of  that  I  Sb^s  aolkely  to  git  wefl  as  to  die." 
'  **  Do  yon  l^ak  so  1  The  doetovs  coDgider  hers  a  yery  critical 

;**lliey  *ay  so,  I  Ihmw P  ^ 

"  And  she  i)s  really  better  to-day  I  This  j^  glad  news  I^ 

"  ^e's  worse;  if  there's  any^chaAgOi  Bat  ste's  got  to  be  worse 
yet  before  I  give  her  up.' 

''  I  am  delighted  that  Mi^.  Bashleigfa  has  engage  yon  as 
nniBe.  I  have  often  tohl  her  of  your  t^kill  in  that  line,  and  I  am 
pleased  that  she  has  rememb^nsd  it^  now.  Yon  can  be  easily 
spared  from  home^  while  Malcolm  is  away.  When  did  yon  hear 
from  him  ?" 

*'  Yesteiday." 

*'  Where  was  he  V* 

"  In  Lomsiana." 

"How  was  hep' 

"  Well."    Miss  Barbara  was  growing  bitingly  short. 

''  Yoa  will  stay  here  some  tlrne^  I  suppose,  nntO  the  poor 
child's  ilUiess  is  terminated  one  way  or  the  other." 

"  I  shall  ^tay  till  ^e  is  out  of  danger  P 

Miss  Barbara  was  mindfhl,  in  all  this*  interriew,  of  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Morean  was  the  next  heir,  after  Eatherine,  to  his  uncle's 
estate,  and  stubbornly  set  upon  discouraging  premature  and 
unfounded  expectations. 
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1 J'  Ypa  bare  diaered .  aw  wondoifbBy  V  Baid  fib^aor.   /'  I 
unist  baaten  hooie  wid  cany-  the*  good  tidings  to  Mr.  Moreno. 


He  is  yery  mnch  attached  to  his  coosin.     Is  tfie  poor  girl 
MDsible?^    '   .     *.  ^  ■     . 

"No.".      ..... 

.  ''  StiU  deliiioQs  f         - 

"Yes/'     ^    .. 

" Whatdoea^e Mk aboBt 7»  iaTotaterily Bbanof lowmd 
her  Toice  and  glanced  orer  her  shoidder. 

An  idea  darted  iaio  Miaa  Barba*^  had:  "  Wfait  ixmid 
KaUieriiie  tell  that  Mnb  Moi^aa  had  rathei  thoidd  not  be 
rerealed  7"  And  trMding  swiftly  after  it,  came  the  recoll^rfiQo 
that  KaAeruie  was  spying  at  Montiroaga  wbea  Ae  r^eeted 
Mateohn.  ^ .    . .         - 

/;  Abon^  all  fiOMs  of  Ihiqgs  P  she  lepKad^  resevfedlf. 

**  Trifle6,  no  donbt  What  a  inistakea  notion  it  is,  yet  wtiki  h 
gen«al  mistake^  that  p«opie  -ars  apt,  in  deliriooi,  to  speak  of 
what  they  think,  most  of  when  well  1  As  if  a  diseased  aund 
could  mnin  the  sitfne  dunmd  wikb-a  healthy  <me  P' 

No  answer  from  Miss  Barbara,  txit  an  air  of  mysteriooa  pro* 
dence. 

"  Does  it  not  appear  absord  to  yon  J"  urged  Mrs.  Moreaa. 

"  Some  folks  thinks  one  thing,  some  another  l**  otacnlariy, 

"  But  Eatherine  rambles  on  about  trivial  things,  yoa  say  7 
Does  she  know  where  she  is,  and  who  are  with  her  7" 

"  Somctunes  i^e  does-^aometimea  she  doesn'f 

"  Does  she  ever  ^eak  of  ^us  7  I  should  suppose  she  would^ 
she  has  spent  so  much  time  at  our  house." 

"  If  she  did,  'twouldn't  be  honorable  in  me  to  tdl  you.  I 
have  something  dae  to  attend  to  besides  eaTcsdroi^mi'  what  she 
wouldn't  let  on,  if  she  wasn't  out  of  her  head.  Would  you  like 
to  see  Mrs.  Holt  7    Pm  wanted  upstairs  1" 

"  Eleanor  went  awi^  nncomfortable,  thus  acoomplidiiii^  part 
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of  Miss  Barbara's  design,  whSe,  npion  the  mind  of  the  rolnnteer 
nnrse,  the  impression  was  fastened,  that,  as  she  phrased  it  to 
herself,  "  Eleanor  had  been  at  her  old  tricks,^  and  "  that  there 
was  nnderhand  work  somewhere." 

The  red  fever  bnmed  on,  lidking  up  the  life-blood  in  its  fhry, 
imtil  it  seemed  as  if  the  veins  mnst  be  left  dry,  when  its  violence 
should  be  spent.  The  mother's  face  grew  dailj  more  wan,  and 
her  eye  more  snnken ;  bnt  she  resisted  the  ravages  of  weariness 
and  caro  with  a  strength  that  appeared  not  to  belong  to  her 
deMcate  fhkme.  Upon  Miss  Barbara's  whitleather  constitution, 
no  amount  of  unrest  or  labor  produced  any  perceptible  effect 
She  bore  up  the  better  that  her  sympathies  had  become  interested 
for  her  suffering  eharge.  Wildly  astray  a^Eatherine^s  thoughts 
ran,  she  was  never  rebellious  to  the  gentle  authority  exercised 
ove>  her  ;  invariably  submitted,  without  demur,  to  the  directions 
and  restrictions  of  her  attendants. 

"  She  was  never  disobedient  1"  said  Mrs.  Bashleigh,  when  Miss 
Barbara  remarked  upon  this  docility. 

The  mother  had  just  administered  a  nauseous  potion,  which  was 
swallowed  uncomplainingly,  and  as  she  replaced  the  cup  upon  the 
table.  Miss  Barbara  saw  the  spasm  that  contracted  brow  and  Up. 
Except  in  these  miguarded  moments,  ^e  was  composed,  and 
evinced  none  of  the  deadly  apprehension  that  was  preying  upon 
her  heart. 

It  was  the  ninth  night  after  Katherine's  attack,  a  storm^ 
November  evening,  when  the  wind  roared  like  some  fittntic  thing, 
trying  to  force  its  way  through  the  rattling  casements,  and  the 
leafless  boughs  of  tiiie  grove  groaned  in  the  anguish  of  their 
writhings.  By  ten  o'clock  the  household  was  still.  The  Colonel 
was  in  the  library,  too  sad  and  lonely  to  open  book  or  newspaper. 
He  could  only  listen  for  the  occasional  footsteps  upon  the  floor 
of  his  daughter's  room  overhead,  and  think  of  the  terrible  change 
that  had  fallen  upon  that  young  life ;  wonder,  in  a  vacant, 
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piteous  vay,  why  she  was  smitten  down, 'and  he,  a  grey,  sapU 
trank,  left  standing.  .  Above^tairs,  the  Tigil  was  anxious  to 
agony — agony  expressed  in  Mis.  Bashleigh's  compressed  lipa 
and  bloodless  cheek,  and  Miss  Barbara's  nervoos  moTementa. 
Eatkerine's  pulse  raced  more  n^y  than  ever,  and  her  moans,  as 
she  threw  her  arms  about,  and  moved  her  head  uneasily  on  her 
pillow,  were  plaintive  beyond  oompsrison.  Her  rdce,  too,  took 
a  iiifTtirent  key,  low  ^d  moumfbl,  and  her  fancies  were  no  more 
gaily  fantastic.  Mother  and  nurse  looked  into  each  other's  eyes 
inquiringly — fearfully — as  the  sounds  fell  upon  their  ears.  Each 
silently  asked,  "  What  means  the  change?''  Neither  dared  give 
language  to  the  dread  that  arose  in  reply. 

"  The  rain !  the  raii^"  said  the  sick  girl.  '*  Oh,  I  cannot  bear 
it  I  It  fell  just  so  mournfully  that  night  I  It  says  over  and 
over,  the  same  thing :  '  Farewell,  Eatherine  1  FareweU,  Eathe- 
rine  I'  I  shall  never  see  him  agam.  Miss  Nancy  says  that  he 
vrill  never  come  badt  to  Ben  Lomond" 

From  either  side  of  the  couch,  those  eyes,  so  full  of  fear,  yet 
longing  to  hear  more,  looked  into  each  other,  and  mothec  and 
nurse  were  still  as  marble  watchers  above  the  dead. 

**  If  I  could  have  told  him  of  the  letter  I    But  I  promised  his 
sister  that  I  would  not.   It  was  very  bitter  I  I  think  I  shall  never 
fed  such  pain  again  until  I  come  to  die.    He  never  loved  me,  al- 
though he  would  have  married  me.    Was  not  that  dreadM  ?  He 
Ad  so  in  that  letter.    He  never  loved  any  one  but  Marda  Sdden." 

A  start  I  and  a  ray  of  intelligence  passed  from  eye  to  eye,  and 
hey  stared  fixedly  upon  one  another  again. 

''That  was  long  ago — but  he  feds  it  yet.  His  is  a  deep 
heart.  He  used  to  say  that  mine  was,  too.  I  think  that  greats 
sorrow  is  reserved  for  such.  De^  as  mine  is,  it  is  filled  up  to 
the  brim.  I  am  very  young  to  suffer  so  much.  They  say  the 
Lord  is  pitiful  and  gradous.  Oh,  Father  I  bear  me,  while  I 
plead — I  am  so  young  1  so  young  I" 
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"  Poor  Utile  Iamb  P  Bobbed  Hks  Barbara,  'f  Oh,  Mrs. 
Rashleigh  I  I  mistrost  there  has  been  foul  work  here  I  The  Lord 
forgive  them  as  done  it  1" 

''  He  never  wilil  I  never  can  1"  She  arose,  like  an  outraged 
prophettes.  ''  I  have  suspected  this  all  along  I  Those  who 
murdered  the  father,  could  not  spare  his  child  1" 

*  Miss  Barbara  sprang  to  her  feet  in  haate  and  fright — convinced 
that  the  girl's  delirium  had  produced  insanity  in  the  mother. 

''  Mamma  I''  Katherine  settled  her  large,  bright  ejes  upon  her 
parent's  agitated  features.  ''Do  you  recollect  the  doll  papa 
made  for  me — my  Christmas  gift  ?    Where  is  it  now  ?" 

Mrs.  Rashleigh  was  mute. 

"  Where  is  it  V^  repeated  Katherine,  "  I  took  good  care  of  it, 
I  am  sur.e.  When  I  find  it,  maybe  you  will  call  me  'Kitty' 
again.  It  would  do  your  poor  child  good,  mamma,  I  ache  so-^ 
here  I"  She  caught  her  mother^s  hand  and  pressed  it  upon  her 
heart. 

''  My  Kitty  I  my  precious  darling  I  my  own  little  Kitty!''  cried 
the  lady,  pride  and  self-control  breaking  down  before  the  rush  of 
maternal  emotion.  Falling  upon  the  bed,  she  clasped  her  arms 
around  her  daughter  and  drew  her  to  her  bosom.  Forgetful  of 
prudence,  she  showered  kisses  upon  her  forehead,  cheeks  and 
lips,  with  passionate  murmurings  of  the  long-repressed  love. 

"  Gently  1  gently  I  you  will  excite  her  too  much  I"  cautioned 
Miss  Barbara — ^but  her  voice  shook,  and  her  countenance  wofe 
an  affrighted  look,  as  of  one  who  had  seen  a  vision  firom  the 
other  world.  '* 

She  pressed  a  glass  of  wine  upon  the  mother,  Und  persuaded 
her  to  lie  down  upon  the  other  bed,  which  had  been  placed  in  the 
rootu  for  the  watchers.  While  the  lady's  unwonted  excitement 
*  passed  off  in  hysterical  sobs,  the  considerate  nurse  busied  her- 
self about  the  patient ;  bathing^er  head  and  hands,  smoothing 
the  covers  and  tft[^%  the  pillows. 
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At  length,  Mn.  Baahleigh  got  op,  and  approached  her,  as  she 
stiU  stood  at  the  bedside* 

One  glance  was  exchanged,  and  Mias  Barbara  said :  ''  Yon 
are  Bessj  Hale  P 

"IwasP 
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/CHAPTER   XXTX. 

Datb  passed,  ere  another  syllable  was  said  with  regard  to  the 
commimication  made  on  the  night  whea  the  fever  reached  its 
orisis.  There  Was  no  place  in  Miss  Basbara's  soul  for  cariosity 
or  wonderment,  for  Ea^erine's  life  hnng  on  a  hair.  At  last,  the 
physicians  lost  all  hope,  and  ihe  household  gathered  in  the  room 
to  see  her  breathe  away  the  poor  remnant  of  a  life,  lately  so  fall 
and  strong.  Then  did  Miss  Barbara  arise  in  her  might,  and 
after  informing  the  pair  of  GhJenS  that  shd  held  them  to  be  pests 
in  any  fiunily  which  was  so  foolish  ormifortanate  as  to  employ 
them,  she  cleared  the  chamber  of  all  intrnders,  commencing  with 
th&  indignant  professors  of  the  healing  art,  and  not  stopping  even 
at  Colonel  Bashleigh,  whom  she  assured,  as  sh^  shut  him  out, 
that  she  '^  would  show  him  yet  how  much  more  a  liye  daughter 
was  worth  than  a  dead  one." 

After  this  coup  d^etai^  she  took  the  ease  into  her  own  hands, 
and  her  semirConsGious  patient  soon  acknowledge  the  efficacy  of 
her  nursing.  In  one  week  more,  she  was  pronounced  out  of 
danger,  and  Miss  Barbara  began  to  think  of  gomg  home. 

One  eyenlng  she  left  Eatherine  sleqiiiig  quietly,  with  Mrs. 
Holt  to  watch  her,  and  knocked  for  admittance  at  Mrs.  Bash- 
leigh^ door.  That  lady  had  put  on  the  double  wrapper  she  wore 
by  night  in  her  daughter's  chamber,  and  her  thick  hair  was 
brushed  back  from  her  face,  leaving  exposed  its  sharpened,  rigid 
outlines.  Miss  Baxbara  did  not  marvel  that  she  had  not  recog- 
nized her  at  an  earlier  date  of  their  intercourse.    But  for  her 
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confession  of  her  identitj  with  the  blooming,  smiling  wife  of 
Mark  Hale,  her  old  Mend  would  have  questioned  now  the  realitj 
of  her  discoYeiy.  Not  a  feature,  not  a  motion  was  Bessy's. 
Onlj  an  occasional  intonation  struck  a  responsive  chord  in  the 
memory  of  the  listener,  as  she  made  minute  inquiries  as  to  bet* 
judgment  of  the  sick  girl's  condition. 

All  W8«  going  on  well.  Miss  Barbara  said.  She  wasn't  likely 
to  get  weU  Tery  fast.  She  had  been  too  ill  for  that  But 
" slow  and  sure"  was  the  safest,  and  ther^ore  the  best  rule  after 
teifeiis^  Then,  she  broached  the  subject  of.  her  own  departure. 
The  serrants  at  Ben  Lomond  were  trustworthy,  yet  it  was  her 
place,  and  her  work  at  Briarwood  seemed  to  be  drawing  to  a 
dose. 

**  First — ^tell  me  why  you  came  at  all,"  said  Mrs,  Bashleigb. 

Miss  Barbara's  answer  was  as  durecCly  to  the  point. 

"  Ton  lore  your  child,  and  I  lore  mine.  When  he  went  away 
^brdcen-spirited,  because  she  had  turned  him  off— -he  charged 
Ae  if  I  could  ever  be  of  any  use  to  her,  to  serve  her  as  I  would 
do  him^  if  he  were  in  her  place.    That's  why  I'm  here  I" 

**  Who  told  you  that  she  r^cted  him  ?" 

•'He  did." 

"  While  she  was  at  Montronge  ?".  • 

"  Yes." 

''  Did  she  assign  any  cause  for  not  accepting  him  V 

"  No." 

"  What  do  you  believe  was  her  reason  ?" 

''  Think  she  was  pat  up  to  it  by  other  people — ^meddlers  I" 

"  Enough  I  Why  have  .ywi  not  asked  me  further  about  what 
my  history  has  been  since  you  parted  from  me,  twelve  years  since  7" 

**  Supposed  you  would  tell  me  what  you  chose,  when  the  right 
time  came." 

Without  other  introduction,  and  as  composedly  as  if  she  were 
relating  the  story  of  another's  life,  she  told  the  tale — which,  as 


w&  shall  learn  its  leading  events  from  another  source,  we  need  not 
r^)eat  in  this  place. 

"  And  this  poor  child,  Kitty — ^Katherine!  yon  believe  that  she 
has  forgotten  all  abont  her  living  here — her  father  and  Malcolm 
and  me  I  And  she  used  to  be  a  smart,  bright  little  creator', 
tool" 

"  She  has  recollections  of  some  events  of  her  infhncy.  Names 
.of  places  and  persons  she  has  lost.  I  considered  it  best  that  she 
shonld  do  so.  There  was  no  one  to  keep  alive  the  memory  of 
these  things  except  myself,  and  I  have  done  all  tiiat  I  conld  to 
help  her  to  forget  them.  A  contrary  conrse  woold  only  have 
made  her  carions  and  nnhappy,  without  doing  ao^  good." 

'*  Maybe  so  ;  but  it's  sad  tO  think  on.    Poor  Mark  I" 

Again  that  de^,  but  momentary  furrow  cf  pain  in  the  fore- 
head— ^that  tighteniDg  of  the  mouth.  Mrs.  Boshleigh  said  nothing 
for  a  moment — then  replied : 

**  Colonel  Rashleigh  has  been  a  most  kind  parent  to  Katherine. 
She  owes  him  a  daught^s  affectionate  duty.  Why  shonld  I 
divide  her  love  for  him  by  recalling  a  Past  that  would  only  make 
her  wretched  ?  Moreover,  I  am  bound  by  a  promise  to  Colonel 
Rashleigh  not  to  divulge  her  real  parentage  to  her  while  he  lives. 
He  has  never  had  a  child  of  his  own,  and  he  is  extremely — 
jealously  attached  to  her." 

**  That's  easy  to  see.  She  is  the  apple  of  Ms  eye.  But  how 
did  you  happen  to  come  back  here  ?  I  should  ha'  thought  you 
would  have  been  afraid  that  somebody  would  know  you." 

**  Know  me  I"  She  smiled  contemptubudy  at  her  Sn&ge  in  the 
mirror  opposite.  "Would  Adam  have  known  the  Garden  of 
Eden  after  the  Deluge  had  passed  over  it  ?  People  that  have 
lived  through  experiences  like  mine  are  never  themselves  again, 
outwardly  or  inwardly.  Did  Mr.  Argyle  or  jMts.  Moreau— did 
f/otu  remember  me  ?" 

''  You  a/r^  mightily  altered  I    Your  daughtgr  is  like  what  you 


416  N  E  ]£  E  a  I  B  • 

used  to  be.    I  notice^  it  the  fdst  time  I  seeii  her,  and  Malcohn 
has  often  spoken  of  it  to  me." 

**  Tet  Mrs.  Moiean  pronomoes  her  '  a  noble  l^rpe  of  high-born 
beauty  P  » 

Her  sarcaatic  tone  snggerted  the  repetition  of  a  former  qaestion. . 

'*  Why  did  yon  come  back  here  7  Yon  must  dislike  to  be  on 
friendly,  sociable  teems  with  Eleanor  and  the  Saaorofto." 

"  Friendly  terms  I"  Her  brow,  lowered  and  her  eyes  glowed. 
"  The  Fatore  may  tell  another  story.  1  did  not  choose  to  come 
to  America— pStill  less  to  yixgiBiar-*«till  less  to  this  neighborhood. 
Destiny  willed  it.  When  I  married  Colonel  Bashleigh  I  was 
ignorant  of  kia  relationship  to  Robert  Morean*  He  had  disowned 
his  sister  at  her  marriage,  and  it  was  not  until  within  three  years 
back  that  accident  made  him  acquainted  with  the  existence  and 
residence  of  her  only  suniring  child.  The  disoorery  revealed  to 
me  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  that  I  eneouraged  his  disposition 
to  ymte  to  his  nephew  and  propose  a  reconciliation.  A  correa* 
pondenoe  grew  out  of  this,  whidi  I  read  without  taking  part  in- 
it  In  process  of  time,  this  same  Destiny  made  another  signifi- 
cant move.  The  physicians  adyised  our  removal  from  England, 
declaring  that  I  could  not  live  longer  in  sa  humid  an  atmoephere, 
and  Colonel  Bashleigh,  of  his  own  free  will,  proposed  that  we 
should  join  his  nephew  in  Yirginia.  Mark  me  1  I  was  passive — 
was  careful  to  say  nothing  against — ^nothing  in  favor  of  the 
scheme.  Xet  I  knew  that  we  would  come.  I  saw  the  Hand, 
invisible  to  others,  that  drew  me  hither — that  has  armed  me  for 
my  work  V^ 

*'  It  is  the  Lord's  doings  V'  said  Miss  Barbara,  shocked  at  the 
effects  of  the  suppressed  excitement  that  shook  her  from  head  to 
foot.    ''  It  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes." 

"  You  call  it  Providence.  I  bow  to  it  as  Destiny.  It  Is  aQ 
the  same  thing — ^tbe  One  Certain  Power,  that  avenges  the  weak 
and  the  wronged  bjr  hxmian  instrumentality  ;  to  whom  the  blood 
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of  the  innocent  cries  from  the  ground ;  the  Judge  who  appoints  a 
day  of  reckoning  and  retribirtion  even  in  this  world.  This  is  the 
Deity  I  adore  ;  for  His  chariot^whtols  I  hare  waited — ^I  am  per- 
suaded, not  in  Tain  1"  ' 

.She  strove  to  master  the  rising  passion — ^fought  with  it  imtil 
the*  veins  stood  out,  bhie  and  swollen  unthin  the  sunken  temples. 
A  casket  was  near  her  upon  the  table;  and  unclasping  it  with 
uncertain  fingers,  she  took  out  a  phial,- And  hastily  swallowed 
a  portion  of  its  contents.  It  was  n^id  in-  its  workings  upon  the 
convulsed  frame.  A  languor — a  heavy  listlessness  stole  over  htf 
—^weighed  upon  her  voice.    . 

"  Your  just  sense  of  expediency  will  show  you  the  necessity  of 
secrecy  with  respect  to  this  conversation,''  she  said.  ''Colonel 
Bashleigh  does  not  suspect  my  early  connection  with  his  relatives. 
He  married  me  without  inquiry  into  my  antecedents.  I  was  a 
respectable  woman — a  widow  with  one  child — poor  and  compara- 
tively uneducated.  He  gave  me  his  name  and  wealth ;  adopted 
my  daughter,  and  granted  me  every  facility  for  acquiring  the 
knowledge  I  needed  to  fit  me  for  my  new  station.  He  does  not 
even  know  that  I  have  ever  lived  inYirginia  before.  It  was 
more  than  generous — ^it  was  a  grand  and  noble  confidence  which 
he  reposed  in  me.  Until  Fate  ordains  that  he  shall  be  disturbed, 
let  him  rest  I 

"  If  you  will  excuse  me,  I  will  sleep  for  an  hour  now.  When 
I  rejoin  yon  in  Katherine's  room  we  can  speak  of  your  going 
home.  I  hope,  however,  that  you  will  not  insist  upon  it  for  some 
days  to  come."  • 

"  I  don't  feel  like  myself  1"  soliloquized  Miss  Barbara,  walking 
up  and  down  the  passage  to  compose  features  and  nerves.  "  That 
woman  is  not  in  her  right  mind  1  That's  dear  as  daylight  to  me, 
and  some  of  these  days  shell  do  mischief  I  But  who  can  wonder 
at  her  7  She  has  had  trouble  enough  to  drive  any  one  crazy,  let 
alone  her  having  been  whirled  around  the  world— ^ow  at  the 
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bottom,  now  at  the  tc^  of  the  wheel.  There's  not  a  bit  of  Bessy 
Hale  left  I  Twoald  have  been  a  mercj  to  hare  covered  her  up 
in  her  husband's  grave,  when  he  was  buried.  Poor  Mark  I  It's 
a  blessed  thought  that  there  is  One  who  can  see  :the  end  from,  the 
beginning  ;  who  can  bring  order  oabpf  conftision  and  light  out  of 
darkness,  for  we  silly,  bUnd  niortals  git.  mightily  bewildered  in  the 
crooked  ways  of  this  life." 

And,  as  was  the  custom  of  this  earnest,  single-hearted  woman 
when  overcome  by  perpiezity  about  things  beyond  her  ken,  she 
prayed  inwardly  that  the  afflicted*  might  be  comforted  and  the 
^mng  reclaimed — ^not  punished. 

Katherine  awoke  after  a  refreshing  sleep,  aUd  found  the  kind, 
homely  nurse  at  her  side.  She  had  recognized  her  so  gradually 
in  her  weakness,  that  she  was  spared  the  confusion  she  would  have 
felt  at  a  sudden  knowledge  of  her 'presence' and.  attendance. 
Without  inquiring  why  or  when  she  had  come,  she  resigned  her- 
self to  her  care  with  the  trust  of  a  child  ;  and  as  she  regained  her 
strength,  testified  her  gratitude  by  many  a  look  and  word. 

**  I  have  had  a  fine  nap  ;  I  feel  belter,"  she  said,  smiling. 
"  How  late  is  it  ?" 

''Just  ten  o'clock." 

**  I  was  in  hopes  that  it  was  near  morning.  Do  you  think  that 
I  will  sleep  again  before  day  7" 

"  Oh,  yes  1  Tonll  sleep  more  and  more  every  night  now, 
until  you  do  just  as  you  used  to,  when  you  were  well — never 
turn  over  from  the  tune  you  lay  down  until  yon  git  up." 

**  I  hav^ot  slept  so  soundly  as  that  for  many  weeks  1"  sighed 
Katherine.  "  Probably  the  fever  was  coming  on  and  made  me 
restless." 

"  Yery  likely.  Let  me  beat  up  your  pillows.  Would  you  like 
to  sit  up  awliile  ?" 

"  Can  I  ?    Am  I  strong  enough  V 

**  We  will  see." 


N  B  H  E  8  I  8  .  419 

She  seated  herself  behind  EAthenoe,  with  a  jhUow  upon  her 
arm,  thus  forming  a  sort  of  chaii,  in  which  the  patient  reclined 
with  an  expression  of  great  satisfaction. 

**  I  have  had  a  pleasant  dream  1"  she  said,  in  the  faint  Toice 
in  which  debility,  obliged  her  to  qpeak.  '*  It  was  yerj  distinct^ 
too.  Yon  remember  Mr.  Laidlej,  the  minister  who  preached  for 
Mr.  Kenny,  one-^bbath  liMrt  summer  7'' 

"Yes,'' 

"I  dreamed  that  he  had  come  to  see  m^.  He  stood  jost 
tbere  ^ — pointing  to  tfie  side  of  th^  bed — "  and  said — ^yoa  rec(^ 
lect  his  sweet  tones — *  From  the  woea  which  our  ownons  and  the 
sins  of  others  hare  brought  upon  ns,  Ghri|t  is  able  to  deUyer  us. 
If  the  Father  smites  gs  sorely^it  is  that  we  may  be  healed  by 
the  Son  P" 

Astonished  and  thrilled^  Miss  Barbara  was  speechless.  Eathe* 
rine  lay,  with  closed  eyes  and  smiling  month,  as  if  dwelling  upon 
some  del^htfhl  theme.    At  length,  she  asked : 

'*  Miss  Barbara^  are  yon  a  Christian  ?" 

."  I  hope  so,  dear." 

"  1  wish  I  were  I  Mrs.  Holt  is  yery  pions,  bnt  although  my 
head  understands  what  she  says,  when  I  qaestion  her  about 
religion,  my  heart  is  as  dull  and  cold  as  day.'' 

Miss  Barbara,  charitable  as  she  was,  thought  this  a  natural 
result  of  Mrs.  Holt's  strict  adherence  to  forms  and  creeds — ^her 
correct,  bnt  formal  manner  of  speaking  upon  "  smous  subjects." 

**  I  haye  always  said  my  prayers  r^ularly  and  attended  church. 
Papa  and  Mrs.  Holt  wished  to  haye  me  confirmed,  but  mamma 
objected.    She  sai^  some  radical  change  of  heart  was  necessary." 

"She  was  right  Our  Sayiour  says,  'Ye  must  be  bom 
again.'" 

"I  am  too  weak  now  to  talk  or  to  hear,  but  when  I  am 
stronger  will  you  tell  me  more  about  these  things^  I  haye* read 
of  the  '  Friend  that  sticketh  closer  than  a  brother.'    I  neyer  had 


430  NEHSBIS. 

either  brother  or  sister,  I  am  very  lonel  j  in  the  world  ^ — her  lips 
qoiTered,  and  a^  tear  escaped  from  beneath  the  long,  black  kahes. 
"  I  think  that  I  should  like  to  have  this  '  Friend '  for  mj  own." 

Mifls  Barbara  gate  a  hearty  assent  to  her  request,  and  replaced 
her  On  the  bed,  lest  she  shonld  become  wearaBd  by  sitting  up  too 
long.    Then,  while  the  girl  fell  Into  a  doie,  the  nnrse  laid  her 
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head  upop  the  bedside,  and  besought  ihe  God  ofthe^coyenant  to 
remember  this  child,  consecrated  in  infancy  to  His  service.  Miss 
Barbara  was  steadflbst  in  her  bettef— tf  not  of  hereditary  piety — 
in  the  eOcacy  of  parental  pn^^ers,  the  power  of  parental  faith. 
She  had  heard  all  the  eiicomstances  of  Mark's  last  honran-how . 
he  had  cosuneadeS  his  fiumily  to  the  Eatiier's  care,  and  prayed 
that  he  might  meet  them  in  hearen.  She  was  not  a  &talist,  as 
was  Mrs.  Bashleigh,  bnt  she  beUeyed  and  rejoiced  that  Aa  saw 
the  workings  of  a  mi^ty  and  merdfol  Bekig,  who,  through  devi- 
ous and  nnUke^^  paths,  was  bringing  this  hunb  into  the  fold. 
What  the  mother  had  orerlooked  in  her  disordered  perception  of 
duty  to  the  liiing  and  justice  to  the  dead,  the  Ood  of  the  sainted 
&ther  would  yet  perform  in  His  own  good  time  and  way. 
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Tvo  weeksiater  than  the  time  ooGiq>ied  l>y  tli9  ereats  narrated 
in.  the  fcNregoing.  diapter,  Malcolm  Argyle  was  overtaken  bj 
nightian  in  the  midst  ^  a  Soothem  fdeet.  He  had  performed 
the  day's  jonmej  alone,  and  pmx^ting  tbat  he  was  not  yet  in 
sight  of  the  house  he  had  expected  to  reach  at  smuet,  he  b^an  to 
fear  that  he  had  lost  his  way.  This  idea  gained  strength,  as  the 
end  of  another  mile  showed  him  still  the  sesmisgly  interminable 
stretch  of  woods  on  either  aide  of  the  narrow  road.  The  shadows 
nnder  the  trees  were  growing  blacker  and  broader,  and  dusk  was 
creeping  aaross  the  path  a  little  way  ahead  of  him.  The  doise 
banners  oi  moss  pendant  firom  the  boughs  were  like  sable  drape- 
ries in  the  vast  colonnade  of  Nature's  building,  as,  with  the  cool  of 
the  evening,  there  fell  upon  the  solitude  a  stiUness  so  intense  as  to 
be  painful. 

Puttmg  spurs  to  his  horse,  Malcolm  rode  sharply  on,  as  liis 
best  chance  of  getting  other  shelter  for  the  night  than  the  mossy 
branches,  with  a  heap  of  withered  leaves  for  his  couch.  Behind 
him,  he  knew,  were  many  miles  unmarked  by  human  habitation. 
The  darkness  increased  with  every  step,  until  but  for  the  gap  in 
the  branches  above,  that  showed  him  the  stars,  he  would  have 
had  great  difficulty  in  keeping  the  road,  such  as  it  was.  Mud- 
holes  of  inconvenient  width  and  problematical  depth ;  stumps 
flrom  one  to  two  feet  liigh,  left  to  be  worn  down  by  wheels  and 
hoofe — and  more  than  once  a  fallen  tree,  lying  partly  across  o 
route,  were  some  of  the  obstacles  besides  the  gloom  that  hindered 


422  KEMB8I8. 

his  advance.  Just  as  hope  and  courage  were  despairing  of  their 
final  reward,  the  welcome  tinkle  of  a  cow-bell  was  borne  to  tkia 
ears.  His  horse  pricked  up  his  at  the  sound,  and  having  some 
knowledge  of  the  creature's  sagacity,  Malcolm  drc^ped  the  reins 
upon  his  neck  and  let  him  choose  his  own  course.  He  obserred, 
by  referring  to  the  stars,  that  they  were  bearing  to  the  right,  and 
from  the  frequent  flapping,  on  eitlier  aiie  of  his  face,  of  the  hang- 
ing moss,  he  judged  that  they  were  in  a  byway,  yet  more  narrow 
than  the  eoe  they  had  left  The  baridng  of  dogs  was  farther 
oonfirmaftion  of  their  i^^oachto  a  house  of  some  description,  and 
reining  up,  he  shouted  until  the  woods  retomed  a  deafening  echo. 

''  HaUoo  I''  came  back  with  so  weak  a  sound  that  he  imaged 
himself  mistaken  as  to  his  distanee  from  the  elearing,  and  was 
surprised  a  minute  after,  to  see  the  gleam  oi  a  lighted  door,  not 
a  hundred  yards  ahead  of  him.  This  was  obscured  by  a  figure 
that  emerged  from  it,  and  advanced  toward  him  sloidy,  and 
evidently  intent  i^pon  the  irimiimg  of  a  pitehpine  torch  in  its 
hand.  As  ibifi  flared  out  into  the  stOl  air,  the  traveller  beheid 
the  fcvm  and  ftoe  of  a  bpy,  dad  roi^ly  and  gaang  cuciously  i^ 
at  him. 

"  I  have  lost  my  way  in  the  woods.  Can  I  stay  here  until 
morning  V*  asked  Malcolm. 

**  I  reckon  so.  I'll  ask  mother,"  and  off  darted  the  litUe 
fellow  into  the  cabin — for  it  seemed  nothing  more  as  beheld 
imperfectly  throogh  the  darkness. 

The  chfld  returned,  breathless  with  running  and  excitement. 

**  Mother  says  you  must  light  and  walk  in.  .  I'll  take  your 
horse." 

The  hostess  met  him  on  the  threshold.  She  was  a  woman  in 
middle  life — ^forty-five,  or  thereabouts  ;  plain,  but  kindly  of  visage, 
and  attired,  like  her  son,  in  coarse  homespun. 

"  You  are  welcome,  sir,  if  you  can  put  up  with  our  poor  way 
of  living." 
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''  Thank  joa,  madam.  I  am  the  one  to  apologize  for  intracyng 
ttiyself  into  jonr  home,  at  Bach  «q  cmseasonable  hoar.  I  missed 
mj  road  several  miles  bock,  and  did  not  discover,  my  mistake 
ontil  night  overtook  me/  I  was  forced  tp  choose  between  remaint- 
iag  in.tha  outer  air  until  momingi  and>throwing  myself  upon 
your  kindness." 

''  I  am  glad  you  stoj^ed,  sir.  Please  te  take  a  chair.  These 
are  my  two  daughteors  V  Edie  said,  as  Malcolm  bowed'  to  two 
shy,  blushing  girls  of  fourteenand  sixteen,  who  retired  from  the 
fire  at  his  t^roaeh. 

The  house  had  but  one  room  on  the  ground-floor,  with  a  loft 
above.  The  for^itnre  was  mean  and  scanty,  but  scrupulously 
dean ;  plaj;es  and  cups  were  s^t  out  upon  a  pine  table  in  the 
middle  of  the  floor,  and  an  appetizii^  odor  of  fried  bacon  saluted 
the  traveller's  offactories.  While  the  hostess  dished  this,  one  of 
her  daughters  raked  out  some  sweet  potatoes  from  their  bed  of 
hot  ashes,  and  after  brushing  them  off,  placed  them  upon  a 
pewter  platter.  Another  of  smoking  hominy  was  added ;  a 
pitcher  of  milk,  and  a.plate  of  butter,  and  the  guest  was  invited 
jiopartake  of  the  evening  meal. 

"  It  is  all  we  can  give  you,  sir,"  said  the  good  woman,  coloring. 
^*  I  wish.we  had  something  better." 

Malcohn  declared,  with  an  emphasis  that  carried  with  it  con- 
viction of  his  sincerity,  that  he  desired  nothing  more  delicious. 
Insisting  that  the  hostess  should  retain  the  seat  of  honor — ^the 
only  chair  that  had  a  back — ^which  she  offered  to  him,  he  drew 
up  one  of  the  rude  stools,  such  as  the  children  used,  and  fell  to 
work  upon  the  eatables  with  the  relishful  hunger  of  a  man  who 
had  been  in  the  saddle  and  fasting  since  noon. 

The  tact  innate  to  a  true  gentleman  soon  made  them  all  feel 
at  ease,  and  so  won  upon  the  good  graces  of  the  head  of  the 
house,  that  she  indulged,  without  restraint,  in  the  rare  pleasure 
of  conversation  with  a  stranger  from  the  world  beyond  the 
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woods,  and  which  she  had  not'  seen  for  so  long.  Her  husband 
had  Ecmoved  to  this  wilderness  ten  years.before,  when  there  wail 
not  another  house  or  clearing  within  a  day's  journey.  Now — and 
she  stated  it  with  the  satisfaction  of  one  who  was  proad  of  being 
the  inhabitant  of  a  thriilng  commimity — there  irere  two  other 
families,  not  more  than  six  mUes  off.  She  had  been  a  widow  for 
foor  yean.  Whenr  her  husband  died  and  left  her  with  three 
children  to  proTide  ft)f^-^tiie  yoongest,  the  boy,  whom  she  called  ~ 
"  Half''  bat  seven  years  old^-she  felt  as  if  nothing  bat  starratlon 
awaited  them  ;  bat  the  Lord  had  helped  thi»n  throagh  all  their 
"  toagb  thnes.''  The  neighbors  (?)  were  Tery  kind.  ■  They  did 
the  qpring  and  fall  ploughing  of  the  small  him  ;  the  planting 
and  hoeing  and  wee^g  was  performed  by  her  daogfaters  and 
herself.  They  had  an  old  horse,  which  was  still  able  to  earry 
com  to  the  mill,  and  to  jog  back  and  forth  npon  the  little  errands 
she  had  abroad  ;  and  a  cow,  without  whose  milk  they  coald  not 
live  ;  a  calf  that  would  be  a  cow  next  year,  and  always  as  many 
pigs  as  they  wanted,  that  &ttened  in  the  woods. 

To  these  artless  details,  Malcolm  IMened  sympathidngly,  and 
with  secret  admiratioi^of  the  contentment  and  courage  of  the 
faithful  mother,  who  found  so  many  blessings  in  a  lot  that  to 
most  people  would  have  been  one  of  unmitigated  hardship.  The 
supper  over,  both  mother  and  girls  sat  down  at  the  fire  with  their 
knitting.  The  boy  established  himself  upon  a  block  in  the  comer, 
with  a  piece  of  board  and  a  bit  of  charred  stick,  to  which  he 
applied  himself  as  diligently  as  though  work  and  not  play  were 
his  object. 

'*  Are  you  learning  to  draw  r'  inquired  Malcolm  of  him. 

The  boy  looked  up,  and  his  fine,  intelligent  face  was  dyed  with 
bashful  blushes. 

"  No,  sir,"  he  replied. 

"  He  is  trying  to  write,"  said  his  mother,  bet?nxt  a  smile  and 
a  le^h.    "  There's  no  schools  near  us,  and  if  there  was,  I  can't 
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afford  to  send  lum  just  now.  Pve  taogLt  jny  chil^euL  to  read 
and  ^¥rite  as  far  as  I  could  ;  bat  p<^r  and  ink  are  too  dear  to 
be  wasted,  and  Mai  hasn't  any  .slate.  The  other  day,  he  came 
ronning  in,  in  g;reat  spirits,  to  tell  me  that  ke  had  seen  a  lot  of 
endi  of  smooth  board  orer  at  Mr.  Hnmpbrey's,  who  is  bnOding  a 
frame  house,*"  and  Mr.  Humphrey  had  told  him  he  might  have 
'em.  And  he  brought  'em  home  and  r'ally  they  answer  pretty 
well.  He's  improved  smartly  mce  he  got 'em.  Show  the 
gei^tleman  your  wriHn',  MaL" 

With  a  deeper  blush^  the  boy  handed  him  the  primitiTe  tablet^ 
on  which  he  had  scrawled-^"  Maloum  Argile  Fpster." 

**  Makohn  Aigyle  I  where  dLd  you  get  that  name,  my  little  man  ?> 

"  He  goUit  in  a  queer  sort  of  way,  sir,"  responded  the  mother. 
**  It  was  giTen  to  him  by  a  little  girl  not  more  than  five  years  old 
— Eatty  Hflde  was  her  name." 

Makolm  started  violently. 

'  **  I  once  knew  a  person  of  that  name,''  he  said,  huskily.  "  Where 
did  she  live  at  the  time  you  speak  of.  Do  you  know  where  she  is 
now  ?" 

"  Indeed  I  don't,  sic,  no  more  than  the  dead  I  Twas  when  we 
lived  in  North  Carolina,  in  a  place  called  Pineville.  There  wasn't 
anything  of  a  town  there,  for  all  they  called  it  '  ville,'  hoping,  I 
s'pose,  that  it  would  grow  bigger  sometime.  There  was  the 
tavern  and  store,  all  in  one  house,  and  the  blacksmith's  shop,  and 
we  lived  on  our  farm,  a  matter  of  a  quarter  oi  a  mile  from  the 
tavern.  It  was  kept  by  a  widow  woman  ;  a  Mrs.  Smith,  who 
married  for  her  second  husband  a  peddle  named  Bryan,  a  likely* 
looking,  good-natured  fellow,  but  law  me  !  with  no  more  sperrit 
in  him  than  there  is  in  milk-and-water  ;  just  one  of  the  sort  that's 
always  ardoing  odd  jobs  for  other  people  and  never  earning  the 
salt  to  his  own  bread.  Well,  the  widow  took  up  with  him,  and 
about  six  weeks  afterward  here  came  his  sister,  whose  Imsband 
had  just  died  in  Yirginny,  and  her  child,  the  little  Eatty  I  was 
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telling  yoQ  of.  It  seems  that  Bryan  had  wrote  to  her  when  he 
was  married,  and  qent  a  message  from  his  wife,  begging  her  to 
pay  'em  a  risit,  for,  according  to  his  acconnt,  they  were'  doing 
wonderful  well,  and  Mrs.  Bryan,  she  thought  they'd  do  credit  to 
her  famly.  She  was  a  cute,  managing  woman,  and  fa'rly  ijfiad 
after  getting  rich.  My  hnsbffnd  was  down  at  the  sttire  when  the 
wagon  drove  up  with  Mrs.  Hale,  and  Fre  heered  him  t^  how 
she  dropped  in  a  dead  faint  at  her  brother's  feet,  who  was  mightOy 
shocked,  seeing  he  hadn't  got  the  news  of  his  brother-inrlaw's 
death.  Well,  they  brought  her  to,  and  by  and  by  got  the  story 
fromlier,  and  then  there  was  a^Jiigh  quarrel  between  Bryan  and 
his  wife.  SAs  was  for  bundling  the  poor  thing  oat  of  doors  to 
take  care  of  herself,  and  he  showed  some  temper  ftr  once,  and 
rowed  that  as  long  as  he  had  a  loaf  of  bread  his  sister  and  her 
cliild  should  have  a  slice  of  it.  I've  heered  that  the  poor  woman 
appeared  to  be  in  a  stnpor-like  while  the  loss  was  going  on,  bat 
the  next  day  she  told  her  brother  how  she  would  not  stay  where 
she  wasn't  welcome  ;  she'd  beg  along  the  road  first  I  By  tins 
time  Mrs  Bryan  had  cooled  down,  and  afjraid  of  what  people  would 
say  if  she  refbsed  her  husband's  sister  a  place  to  lay  her  head,  she 
proposed  that  Mrs.  Hale  should  pay  her  board  and  her  child's  by 
sewing  and  helping  about  the  store  and  tavern.  What  could  die 
do  but  agree  to  this  ?  She  was  a  stranger  in  a  strange  country, 
and  could  not  get  any  other  work  if  she  had  tried. 

**  But  'twas  a  hard  life  she  had  of  it,  sir  !  Mrs.  Bryan  hated 
her,  and  while  she  made  all  the  use  of  her  she  could,  she  worked 
her  harder  than  she  did  her  negroes.  She  was  always  saying 
spiteful  things  about  her  and  to  her.  Bryan  himself  called  his 
sister  '  Bessy '  for  awhile,  but  his  wife  could  not  stand  this,  for  her 
name  was  Betsey,  and  she  give  him  no  peace  till  he  cahed  her  by 
her  first  name,  *  Margaret,'  instead,  and  Mrs.  Bryan,  to  be  aggra- 
Tatiug,  and  disrespect  her  in  every  way,  altered  this  to  '  Pe^y,' 
when  she  spoke  to  her.    This  was  one  of  the  least  ways  she  had 
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of  worryiBg  her.  She'd  fing  it  in  her  teeth,  how  she  had  been 
tbrowed  on  her  brother's  hands — ^was  eating  her  children'e  bread 
— she  and  little  Kitty,  and  then  dare  her  to  leaye  her  brother's 
hoQse.  SMd  see  that  she  had  a  name  sent  after  her  that  would 
shut  the  door  of  all  honest  people  in  her  6tce.  Tet,  they  saj 
that  Mrs.  Hale  neyer  ai^wered  her  back  one  word  except  once, 
when  Mrs.  Bryan  was  going  to  beat  Kitty  for  what  she  called 
'  sarce'  to  her  oldest  boy.  Then  l^rs.  Hale  seized  her  child  and 
threatened  to  kill  her  sister-in-kw  if  she  erer  laid  the  weight  of 
her  finger  on  her.  Pre  heered  that  she  was  like  a  tiger,  and 
Mrs.  Bryan  was  desperately  scared.  She  nerer  struck  Kitty, 
but  she  found  plenty"  of  opportunities  of  spiting  'em  both. 

"  When  I  first  saw  Kitty,  Mai  there  was  just  a  week  old,  and 
this  little  girl  came  over  to  our  house,  with  one  of  the  young 
Bryans  to  borrow  a  rising  of  yeast.  Mrs.  Bryan's  had  got  sour. 
Well,  I  was  struck  with  the  dhild  the  minute  I  clapped  eyes 
on  her.  She  was  no  more  like  Mrs.  Bryan's  red-haired  brat, 
than  snow  is  like  red  clay.  She  spoke  so  modest  and  pretty, 
and  had  such  red  cheeks  and  bright  black  eyes,  I  couldn't  help  but 
stare  at  her  all  the  whUe  she  was  there.  I  was  a-sitting  by  the 
fire,  with  the  baby  in  my  lap,  and  thinking  'twould  please  her,  I 
turned  down  the  blanket  and  showed  him  to  her.  A£al,  my  son, 
get  another  ligbtwood  knot." 

Malcolm  did  not  stir  during  the  pause  that  ensued,  while  the 
torch  was  adjusted  to  Mrs.  Postel^s  fancy.  Then,  she  dropped 
one  of  her  knitting  needles,  and  a  general  hunt  was  instituted 
before  she  could  resume  the  thread  of  her  narratire.  The  nails 
of  Malcolm's  clinched  hand  cut  iato  the  flesh  ;  there  was  a  stric- 
ture, like  the  clutch  of  an  iron  hand  npon  his  throat,  and  a  ring- 
ing and  roaring  in  his  brain,  like  the  beat  of  a  hundred  iron 
hammers,  but  he  did  not  offer  comment  by  word  or  gesture.  Tan- 
talizing as  was  her  verbose  lengthening  of  the  tale,  he  could  not 
epeak  to  hasten  the  sequel  for  which  he  longed. 
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"  Well  1  as  I  was  eaTiiig,  I  fihowed  her  the  baby,  and  she 
mightilj  pleased. 

** '  What's  his  oame  V  sajs  she. . 

"  *  He  hasn't  got.  any  yet/  said  I. 

*'  For  yoa  see,  sir,  be  was  my  third  boy,  and  as  I, had  called 
one  after  my  father  and  anotiier  after  my  hosband,  I  wasn't 
particular  about  this  one.    He%  the  only  one  that's  left  how.  I" 

She  was  silent  for  a  moment. 

''  Says  I — ^'  What  most  I  name  hun,  Kitty  ?'  nerer  thinking, 
yon  know,  sir,  that  she'd  take  what  Lsaid  in  eame&t.  Bat  she 
looked  np  at  me  so  wistfnl — so  kind  o'  sorrowful-like,  and  says 
she— ^  I  vfisk  yon  wonld  call  him  Maloum  Argile ' " 

Malcolm  knocked  orer  his  stool  and  walked  to  the  door  ; 
opened  it,  and  stood  gasping  for  breath.  The  picture  was  too 
painfully  Tivid.  He  seemed  to  jsee  through  the  outer  darkness, 
the  large  mournful  eyes  of  his  lost  playfellow ;  was  pierced  in 
the  heart  at  this  pathetic  evidence  of  her  affection  for  him. 
Again,  from  his  soul,  arose  that  sad  and  Tain  inquiry — "  Dear 
little  Kitty  1  where  is  she  now  }"  He  would  summon  strength 
to  listen  to  the  end. 

**  I  beg  your  pardon,  madam  1"  he  said,  returning  to  ti^e  fire- 
place. "  I  was  attacked  by  a  slight  giddiness.  It  is  gone  now. 
Pray  go  on  I  I  am  exceedingly  interested  in  your  histcNry." 

"I  was  afeerd  I  might  be  tiring  you?"  said  the  flattered 
hosteBB.     "  I  am  apt  to  spin  l»Qg  yams,  the  girls  tell  me. 

**  So,  ^ays  I  to  her — '  Malcum  Argile  1'  says  I — '  honey,  that 
sounds  outlandish  to  me.  Did  yon  ever  know  anybody  of  that 
name?' 

**  *  Yes,  ma'am,'  says  she,  '  and  he  was  a  beautifiil  gentleman, 
but  he's  gone  away  over  the  water  now.' 

''Father — ^that's  my  husband — ^was  standing  by,  and  he  waa 
always  a  soft-hearted  man,  and  says  he— 'Mother,'  says  he,  '  that 
shall  be  the  boy's  name,  jist  to  please  her  1'  and  being  one  of  your 
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^ick-iipon->the-trigger  sdrt,  he  reached  down  the  fiunfly  Bible 
from  the  chimbly-pieoe,  and  wrote  it  right  down,  and  little  Eittj 
a-looking  over  him,  while'  he  did  it,  and  she  was  delighted,,  yon 
mayhBjmre. 

/'  A  sweet  child  she  was,  and  althongh  she  watf  nothing  more 
than  a  baby,  as  yon  may  say,  she  had  sense  and  feeling  in  abnn- 
dsnoe.  This  ngfy  gud  <^  Itrs.  Biyan's^ndie  was  kind  o'  jealons 
of  the  notice  we  took  of  Kitty,  and  says  she,  in  a  mde,  load 
wliy — '  Kitty  Hale  1  yon  are  taking  on  a  heap  of  airs  for  a 
beggar,  whose  father  died  in  a  jail  I' 

''  *  He  didn't  V  says  .'Kitty,  as  spnnkey  as  could  be.  -  '  Mamma 
says  Fil  see  papa  again  some  time — so  he  cant  be  dead — can  he, 
Mrs.  Foster  ?  Mamma  says  heli  gone  away,  and  «^  don't  tell 
stories— ever  I' 

"  I  hadn't  it  in  my  heart  to  teU  her  what  her  mother  really 
meant — ^that  she  wonld  meet  him  in  Heayen — and  so  I  says — 
'  I  hope  yon  will  meet  him  again,  dear,  and  Fve  no  donbt  you'll 
be  very  happy  together.' 

"  And  after  that,  she  was  as  chirpy  as  a  bird.  Tha^s  the 
way  my  Mai  came  by  his  name,  sir." 

''  Bat  the  girl  I  what  became  of  her  at  het  7"  said  Malcohn, 
dissembling  his  feverish  impatience. 

"  That's  the  strangest  part  of  the  story,  -sir !  Things  got 
worse  and  worse  at  the  tavern.  Poor  Mrs.  Hale  was  slaving 
from  morning  to  night,  until  she  was  worn  down  to  skin  and 
bone,  yet  she  was  apretlywoman  in  spite  of  it.  She  hada  grand 
look  and  walk,  and  spoke  like  a  bom  lady.  Mnu  Bryan  was 
forever  abusing  her  for  her  'nppiA  ways.'  I  never  saw  her 
smOe,  sir  1  I  went  down  to  see  her  a  number  of  times,  for  my 
heart  ached  for  the  lone  creator',  but  she  was  backward  in  talk- 
ing— ^not  one  bit  sociable.  She^ver  was  at  our  house  bnt  once, 
and  that  was  about  Christmas,  the  winter  after  she  came  to  Pine- 
ville.    It  happened  in  this  way :    My  husband  and  I  had 
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noticed  that  Eittj  wu  getting  ehabbj.  Her  clothes  were 
always  whole  and  neat,  and  her  face  and  hands  clean,  bit.  her 
gowns  were  patched  and  faded,  and  her  shoes  fairly  gone.  So, 
when  husband  took  our  crop  to  town,  he  bought  her  a  pair  of 
shoes,  along  with  oar  children's,  and  I  cat  off  enough  linsey  from 
a  piece  I  luid  just  taken  out  of  the  loom,  to  make  her  a  frock, 
and  sent  them  down  to  Mrs.  Hale.  IThat  eveniii^,  she  came  vcp 
to  see  me,  and  broiight  a  beauty  of  a  plaid  frock,  which  she  said 
had  been  giren  to  Kitty  mcnre  than  a  year  befora.  She  had  oat- 
grown  it  entirely,  and  her  mother  hadn't  anything  to  alter  it 
with,  bat  she  redconed  'twould  fit  my  Emmy  there,-  and  it  did — 
nicely.  She  wanted  me  take  it  as  a  proof  that  she  was  thankfql 
to  me  for  the  things  I  had  sent  her  girl,  and,  though  I  was  loath 
to  do  it,  I  saw  she  would  be  hurt  if  I  didn't. 

"  By  the  time  them  shoes  were  worn  out,  a  traveller  happened 
to  stop  ovor  night  at  Bryan's  tavern — a  rich  gentleman,  with  hip 
carriage  and  horses  and  two  servants.  He  hadn't  been  in  Ame- 
riky  long,  for  he  was  an  Engtishmui " 

She  stopped,  for  Malcolm's  gaze  seemed  to  go  through  her. 

"  Qo  on — go  on  !"  he  said,  impatiently. 

**  This  Colonel  Rashleigh  " 

"  I  thought  so  1" 

The  honest  woman  feared  that  her  guest  had  lost  his  wits, 
and  the  girls  dung  silently  to  one  another,  as  he  strode  np  and 
down  the  room,  unoonscions  where  he  was,  or  how  he  was 
acting. 

**  Go  on,  if  you  please." 

He  droi^^ed  upon  the  stool  again. 

"  You  don't  seem  well,  sir." 

*'  It  is  nothing.    Qo  on  I" 

"  There  isn't  much  more  to  tell.  Colonel  Bashleigh  was  taken, 
in  the  nighty  with  a  spell  of  gout  that  tied  him  down  for  three 
weeks.    Mrs.  Bryan  made  her  sister-in-law  wait  on  him — clear 
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ap  his  room  and  take  him  his  steals.  When  he  gojb  better,  he 
paid  his  bill  and  left,  and  matters  went  on  ^'est  the  same,  for  all 
anybody  else  could  see,  and  Mrs.  Bryan  hadnH  a  notion  of  any- 
thing between  thq  Colonel  and  Mrs^Hale,  onto  a  moil^  after- 
ward, he  drove  np  to  the  door  with  a  nmuster  and  a  magistrate, 
and  told  Bryan  that  he  had  come  to  manry  his  seter.  Wasn't 
there  a  to-do  then  I  Bzyan  hadn't  a  word  to  say,  but  nothing 
was  too  bad  for  his  wife  ta  heap  upon  Mrs.  Hale.  We  hadn't 
heard  a  whiqper  of  what  was  g<»iig  on,  and  I  was  hard  at  work 
at  iny  spinning,  when  tbave  canie  iech  a  knock  at  ^  door  that  I 
a'most  jomped  out  of  qiy  skin.  When  I  opened  it,  I  saw  a  very 
vGspectable-looking  man,  with  a^  gold  band  aronnd  his  hat  and  a 
stick  in  his  hand. 

**  Says  he,  '  I  wish  to  see  Mrs.  Foster.'  * 

"  Says  I,  *  This  is*  Mrs.  Foster.' 

"  Then  he  took  off  his  hat  and  made  me  a  bow,  and  says  he, 
'  Mrs.  ^le's  compliments,  and  she  wonld  like  to  have  yon  ride 
down  to  Mr.  Bryan!s.  She  wishes  to  see  yon  upon  isoportant 
business.' 

. "  I  put  on  my  best  gown  in  a  hurry,  and  got  mto  the  carriage, 
feelmg  like  I  was  in  a  dream.  When  I  lighted  at  the  tavern- 
door,  the  man  helped  me  ont,  and  then  showed  me  up  to  Mrs. 
Hale's  room — a  cuddy-hole  of  a  place,  hardly  big  enough  to  turn 
ground  in.  And  there  she  was,  dressed  up  as  elegant  as  eould 
be,  in  a  grey  silk  gown,  and  a  grey  hat  with  black  feathers,  and 
white  gloves. 

'' '  Mrs.  Foster,'  says  she, '  I  have  made  so  free  as  to  send  for 
yon  to  be  one  of  the  witnesses  of  my  marriage  with  Colonel  Bash- 
leigh.    I  am  all  ready.' 

*'  She  stooped  down,  and  shut  a  tmnlz^that  I  could  see  was 
full  of  handsome  things.    I've  heard  since  that  Colonel  Bashleigh 
had  had  them  made,  and  brought  them  wilii  him  that  morning. 
'  '*  Mrs.  Hale  wasn't  a  bit  flustered— -jest  as  grave  and  quiet 
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as  8  Judge,  and  mj  flenses  seemed  taming  tofpsj-tmry  all  the 
time. 
" '  Yon  will  stay  here,  Kitty/  says  she  to  her  daughter. 
**  The  little  crestnr'  sat  up  on  the  bed  to  be  oat  of  her  mother's 
way,  looking  pofded  and  scared — the  pitifoUest  stare  I  ever  saw, 
^  *  Will  yoa  come  back,  mamma  V  says  ^he,  ready  to  cry. 
'"  In  a  few  minutes,'  says  Mrs.  Hale ;  and  she  went  np  to 
her, and  kissed  her;  but  'twasn't  as  I,  or  most  other  women  would 
kiss  their  childien-^and  says  she,  ardrawing  inlier  breath  hard, 
like  a  sob— 4ays  she,  '  Tour*  papa  is  downstairs,  and  if  you  wiU 
be  a  good  gbrl,  I  will  take  yon  down  to  see  him  presently.    He 
sent  you  that  pretty  dress  you  have  on ' — ^for  the  child  was  decked 
out  like  a  rose* 

'*  We  left  her  clapping  her  hands  and  laughing,  and  went  down- 
stairs. 
"  *  Why  don't  you  let  her  see  you  married  V  says  I. 
« <I  do  not  want  her  to  remember  how  she  got  her^ther, 
says  she. 

*'  Outside  the  big-room  door  below,  she  stopped  and  caught  her 
breath  again,  and  there  wasn't  a  speck  of  color  in  her  foce.  I 
thougiit  she  was  going  to  swoon,  but  at  that  minute,  Mrs.  Bryan 
came  along  the  passage  where  we  were  standing. 

<< '  Mighty  fine  feathers,  indeed  I'  die  began,  setting  her  arms 
akimbo. 

''  Before  she  could  say  another  word,  Mrs.  Hale  pushed  open 
the  door,  and  Colonel  Bashleigh  Bt&pped  up  and  took  her  hand* 

"  Well  1  they  were  married,  and  we  had  a  world  of  trouble  to 
persuade  Kitty  that  this  was  her  '  papa  ;'  but,  at  last,  she  wiped 
np  her  tears,  and  let  him  take  her  on  his  knee.  A  kmd  gentle- 
man he  seemed  to  be-^about  fifty-fiye  years  old,  with  a  red  face 
and  very  grey  hair.  They  went  away  almost  directly  after  the 
marriage  was  oyer.  I  heard  Colonel  Rashleigh  say  that  they 
would  safl  for  the  old  country  in  a  week.    When  little  Satty 
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told  me  'Good  bye/  she  sl]n>ed  a  purse  into  mj  hand.  It  was 
not  very  large,  bat  it  was  brimM.  We  found  it  very  nsefdl  that 
coming  smnmer,  for -we  were  all  down  with  the  fever,  and  my  two'  * 
oldest  boys  died  about  the  same  time  that  Mr.  Bryan  did.  It 
was  a  dreadinl  year  with  many  other  famlies  aromid  n&  I 
eonldn't  bear  to  stay  there  any  longer,  and  we  broke  np  and 
moved  oat  here.  JVe  heered  sraee  that  Mrs.  Bryan  was  dead, 
too  ;  bat  we've  lost  sight  of*  'em,  moving  so  far  off.  PineviUe 
was  always  an  onhecddiy  dtoatioB.  We  like  thitf  place  better, 
lonesome  as  it  seemed  at  first." 

''  Have  yon  nevet  had  any  farther  inteDigence  of  yonif  Mends, 
the  Bafihleighs  P 

'*No,  sir.  I  didn't  expect  it  after  they  crossed  the  ocean. 
Kitty  maflt  be  seventeen^^  years  old  by  this  tune.  She  was  a  year 
older  than  my  Polly  there.  I  hadn't  thonght  of  the  story  in 
months  and  months,  ontil  yon  reminded  me  of  it  by  asking  aboat 
Ma^sname." 

''  I  am  extremely  obliged  to  yon  for  the  evening's  entertain- 
ment," answered  Malcolm,  rising.  ''Now,  madam,  if  yon  have  a 
spare  comer  anywhere  for  me,  I  will  thaxk  Mai  to  show  me  to 
my  resting-place  for  the  night.  I  am  weary,  and  I  most  be 
stirring  early  in  the  morning." 

Mrs.  Foster  entreated  him  to  permit  her  to  give  np  the  best 
bed  to  him,  and  when  he  resolntely  refosed  to  tarn  her  oat  of  her 
room,  confessed  that  there  were  tolerably  comfortable  lodgings 
"  npstairs."  The  loft,  dignified  by  this  appellation,  was  accessible 
by  a  ladder  and  trap-door.  The  boar^  of  the  floor  creaked 
under  Malcolm's  tread,  and  after  he  stretched  himself  npon  the 
"shack"  mattress,  he  coald  catch  the  glinmier  of  the  stars 
throagh  the  cracks  in  the  roof. 

Had  his  conch  been  made  of  down,  and  his  chamber  a  royal 
saloon,  he  woald  have  passed  as  restless  a  night  as  was  now  in 
reserve  for  him.    It  was,  with  him,  one  of  the  seasons  when  man 
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feds  liimflelf  to  be  a  mere  bobble,  carried  and  tossed  along  by  the 
reaiftless  tide  of  proyidentuil  porpoee.  The  quest  of  twelye  yean 
was  at  an  end.  All-tiiat  mortal  coold  do  he  had  done  to  track 
the  ftigitiYes.  It  had  been  one  great  wish  of  his  lile  to  make 
what  restitation  lay  in  his  gilt  to  the  widow  and  chQd  of  his  loet 
friend.  And  what  had  elBbrt  and  desire  and  resolTe  effected? 
Nothing  I  He  had  rowed  his  tiny  skiff  in  ereiy  direction^  but 
never  beyond  thelaigth  Of.  the  unseen  cord  that  held  him  to  <me 
spot ;  and  when  seaich  was  proved  to  be  fatile,  asid  expectation 
was  dying  out,  the  mighty,  mysterions  wave  of  Destiny  had 
brought  the  sought-for  treasures  to  his  side — aye,  and  would  have 
done  the  same  and  as  surely,  had  he  remained  inactive. 

They  were  found  I  and  not  through  his  instrumentality.  In  all 
eiforts  for  this  end  he  had  been  powerlesa-^and  now?  How 
bhould  he  perform  his  vow  of  enrichment  and  protection  of  the 
unfortunates  ?  They  did  not  need  him  I  From  the  memory  of 
one  his  former  self  had  passed  entirely  and  forever.  For  aught 
he  knew,  the  other  classed  him  with  the  enemies  who  had  hunted 
her  partner  to  his  death.  For  poor  Bessy's  wrongs  and  humili- 
ations his  heart  had  bled,  while  the  homely  tale  was  told.  He 
understood  the  proud,  mute  anguish  whose  very  smart  endowed 
her  with  strength  to  bear  up  under  the  insults  poured  upon  her  ; 
recognized  the  flash  of  the  old  spirit  in  the  passionate  defence,  of 
her  babe  ;  appreciated  the  temper  in  which,  before  her  idolised 
husband  had  lain  a  year  in  his  grave,  she  had  wedded  again,  that 
her  child  might  have  a  home  and  herself  an  asylum  from  insult 
and  cruelty. 

But  they  did  not  need  him  i  He  recalled  Mrs.  Bashleigh's 
every  haughty  glance — every  icy  tone.  The  mistress  of  wealth 
surpaBsing  his  own  ;  the  wife  of  a  gentleman,  whose  pretensiong 
to  rank  gave  him  the  precedence  above  himself  in  aristocratic  con- 
sequence, she  might  well  ignore  any  former  acquaintanceship  with 
one  whom  the  silent  force  of  circumstantial  evidence  must  brand 
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as  an  ingrate  in  ber  sight.  And  Kittjr,  his  early  darling ;  his 
sweet  little  playfellow  ^  his  tender,  deyofed  nurse,  whose  soft  llQg. 
he.  had  oft^  felt  apon  his  l»ow  in  dreams  of  those  boyish  days  I 
The  glow  that  rashed  through  bis  hearty  as  m  one  intoxicating 
moment  he  identified  her  witii  the  Katherise  who  had  walked  and 
ridden  by  his  side,  and  talked  to  himof  the  iddpns  of  her  child- 
hood, the  longings  of  her  lonely  gkHiqod  ^,  this  blissful  thrill  was 
gone  ahnost  as  soon  as  felt.  No  I  ishe  bad  less  need  of  him  than 
her  stately  impassiye  moliier.  To  the  latter  he  might  make  him- 
self acceptable  by  the  wapd  of  memory  ;  coold  .explain  away  the 
Mse  appearances  that  bad  oansed  her  to  mi^adge  his  fidelity  to 
his  word  ;  his  abiding  and  grateful  friendship  for  her  and  her 
belored  ones.  But  with  Katherine,  there  had  been  no  such 
impediment  to  a  perfect  understanding  of  his  character  and  con- 
duct. She  knew  him  as  well  as*  she  erer  could,  and  with  this 
knowledge  she  had  refused  his  love.  The  tbonght  that  she  was 
priyy  to  the  secret  her  mother  guarded  so  successfully  never  pre- 
sented itself  to  him.  He  had  implicit  faith  in  her  truthfulness  ; 
belieyed  her  sincere  in  every  statement  she  had  made  with  regard 
to  her  confused  impressions  of  her  childish  life,  and  her  declara- 
tions concerning  her  parentage  and  birthplace. 

A  few  short  hours  before,  and  had  he  been  told  that  the  refuge 
of  the  wanderers  would  be  made  known  to  him,  he  would  hare 
flouted  the  suggestion  that  any  circumstance  or  combination  of 
events  eould  have  deterred  him  from  seeking  them  and  making 
himself  known.  Now,  what  was  more  feasible  than  this  oft-pre- 
meditated course  ?  Yet  he  would  as  soon  march  to  the  stake  as 
allude  to  their  ancient  amity  ;  the  dear  and  mournful  associations 
that  he  had  fondly  imagined  would  be  an  indissoluble  link  between 
them.  In  the  grief,  wonder  and  despair  of  those  hours,  so 
crowded  with  memories  and  with  thoughts,  he  still  recurred  once 
or  twice  to  Eleanor's  peculiar  relations  with  her  uncle's  wife,  who 
must  hold  her  in  utter  abhorrence,  politely  indifferent  as  she 
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appeared  to  be  ;  to  Mrs.  Baahleigh's  caution  to  herlitiBbaod  agunst 
the  elder  Bancroft,  and  her  cavalier  treatment  of  the  younger 
upon  sereral  occanons  ;  bat  it  was  with  the  helpless  fideling  of  one 
who  sees  others  carried  on  with  him  npon  the  omnipotent  current 
— straws,  stickS;  weeds — all  wwthkes  and  insigQificaat  tfaingSi 
borne  steadily,  inevitablj  whereTer  the  ware  Hsted. 

Mrs.  Foster  and  her  daughters  thonght  that  their  lodger  looked 
older  and  less  handsome  by  daylight,  tiian  when  seen  in  the  red 
glare  of  the  ptch  pine.  !He  seemed"  misrested'' too,  the  widow' 
declared,  and  was  profiose  in  her  apologies  for  his  nighfs  accent 
modations ;  regrets  and  inqniiies  which  he  parried  by  liie  assertion 
that  he  had  been  serred  with  eyerything  th4t  was  neoessaiy  and 
comfortable. 

After  his  departure,  one  of  the  girls  going  up  to  make  his  bed, 
found  a  parcel  pinned  fast  to  the  pillow  whereon  had  lain  hk 
weary  head,  and  brought  it  down  to  her  mother.  It  was  directed 
to  "  Mrs.  Foster,"  and  as  she  unfolded  it  four  or  fire  bank-notes 
fell  from  within,  wound  around  with  a  slip  of  paper.  Upon  this 
was  written — **For  *MaPs*  sekodif^.    From  Malcolm  ArgyU,'* 
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Thxrb  was  another  Bolitaxywatdto  of  the  staia  on  the  Deceio- 
ber  i^ght  in  which  Mateohn  Asgjie  saw  them  through  the  cre- 
"dces  of  Mrs.  Eosterts  roof  r  The  ope&  country  snrrocinding  Briar- 
wood  was  an  expanse  of  snow,  ^m  whose  surface  trees  and 
fences  and  bmldings  started  np  with  ghostly  distmctness,  although 
Hiere  was  no  moon.    Lcmg,  trewakNis  fingers  of  white  %ht  and 
^»hes  of  colored  lamb^t  flame  streamed  np  in  the  North,  and 
^ne  rery  air  seemed  spell-bonnd  by  the  keen  frost.    There  was 
no  sound  throughout  the  orderly  English  hoosdiold.    The  broad 
stahrcase  and  the  halls  below  and  above,  were  dark  and  stilL 
The  eye  of  an  obsenrer  from  without  wo«ild  hare  seen  the  %hted 
windows  of  but  two  rooms.    It  was  elcTen  o^clock,  and  the  Colo* 
nel  enjoyed  his  nap  in  the  library,  leaning  back  in  his  stuffed 
chair ;  his  gouty  foot  on  its  cushion,  and   a  large  fire  in  the 
chimney.    His  wife  had  gone  upstairs  an  hour  before,  to  see  that 
her  daughter  needed  nothing  that  could  ensure  her  a  good  night's 
rest.    He  doubted  not  that  both  were  sound  asleep  by  this  time. 
Women  required  more  of  this  natural  refreshment,  than  robust 
men  did,  and  he  would  hare  adduced  proof  of  this  "  remarkable  " 
law  of  nature  in  his  own  constitution,  sound  and  vigorous,  except 
for  the  gout,  which  was  a  blustering,  harmless  attack  upon  the 
outposts  ;  yet  he  had  not  retired  brfore  midnight,  1b  tiiirty  years. 
There  was  no  echo  or  jar  upon  the  upper  floorii^.    Even 
Katherine,  whose  room  adjoined  her  mother's,  did  not  hear  the 
slippered  tread  that  wandered  up  and  down — up  and  down— Mrs. 
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Bashlelgh's  chamber,  lu^tQ  one  would  have  thooght  the  weary, 
fragile  body  must  be  ready  to  sink  down  in  utter  prostration* 
The  noiseless  step  that  habit  had  made  natural  to  her  in  these 
nocturnal  promenades,  reminded  one  of  the  majestic,  stealthy 
march  of  a  tiger  on  the  scent  of  its  prey,  and  the  eycs^  while  they 
eyidently  perceived  none  of  the  objects  about  her,  were  searching, 
inquisitive,  triumphant  The  latter  expreeslon  |Hrevailed  when 
she  stood  by  the  window  and  looked  out  into  the  horizon,  where 
the  forest  belt  was  drawn  darkly  against  the  brilliant  sky. 

Was  it  the  dance  of  the  northern  spirita  that  fastened  her  gace 
— the  glitter  and  shiver  of .  their  serried  speara— the  leaping  bkuse 
of  their  soundless  artillery  ?  The  goigeodb  pageant  was  to  her  as 
if  it  had  not  been.  Her  thoughts  wese  all  of  mortal  forms  and 
earthly  combats.  When  she  resumed  her  walk,  t^e  triumph  was 
higher,  and  the  thin  lips  were  eurled  in  a  smile,  that  was  malig- 
nant in  its  sneer.  ^P 

The  shrewd,  commonHsense  housekeeper  was  correct,  in  one 
sense,  when  she  decided  that  Mrs.  Bashleigli  was  not  in  her 
right  mind.  •  One  thought,  one  scheme,  nurtured  ceaselessly  for 
twelve  years,  mdde  the  key-note  of  every  meditation,  the  lever  of 
every  action  ;  its  fulfillment,  anticipated  as  the  culmen  of  earthly 
hopes  and  desires — ^must  eventuate  in  the  insanity  or  monomania 
of  him  who  thus  plans  and  broods  and  crave&  Tflui  unquiet 
spirit  had  possessed  Bessy  Hale's  body  since  her  husband's  mur- 
der— she  never  thought  or  spoke  of  it  as  anything  less  heinous. 
The  pitiless  treatment  of  herself  and  child  by  those  who  had 
courted  her  notice,  when  they  fancied  her  in  prosperous  circum- 
stances, had  augmented  this  morbid  resentment.  With  the  unex- 
pected, and  to  her,  almost  miraculous  change  in  her  position, 
began  the  growth  of  a  fatalism  that  looked  forward  to  the  retri- 
bution of  her  enemies  as  a  certain  thing.  Firsts  she  believed  that 
she  should  hear  of  it — ^perhaps  see  it ;  then,  as  one  coincideuce 
after  onother  was  bringing  her  back  to  the  stage  whereon  had 
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been  enacted  the  earlier  acts  of  the  tragedy,  the  6ohTiction  stc^ 
npon  her,  awakening  a  shuddering  joy,  l^hat  she  was  to  be  the 
infitmment  of  pittushinent-!-the  ordained  Nemesis,  wha  should 
hurl  the  decreed  yengeanCe  upon  the  quaking,  guilty  souls  of  her 
former  persecutors.       ^ 

As  she  said  to  Miss  Barbara,  die  considered  that  she  had 
taken  no  active  part  in  the  'work,  when,  in  reality,  her  hand 
had  put  in  motion  eyery  on^of  the  destruetiye  en^es,  that  were 
weavihg  iron  bands  about  the  condeqmed.  But  for  her,  Sancroft 
the  elder  would  hare  plundered  her  husband  with  impunity  and 
undaDHtged  respectabiUty,  and  have  added  his  ill-gotten  gains  to 
his  hoards.  Had  she  encouraged,  or  even  permitted  the  primary 
stages  of  the  younger's  addresses  to  her  daughter,  his  disappoint- 
n^ent  at  the  last,  and  his  hatred  of  his  apparently  equally  unsuc- 
cessful riral  might  have  been  less  ranoarous.  She  had  ardently 
'"desired  and  secretly  forwarded  Malcolm's  suit  to  Katherine,  and 
it  was  with  a  perception  of  this,  that  Eleanor  withdrew  her  to 
Montrouge,  and  there  matured  the*  plot,  to  whose  subtlety  the 
mother  already  held  the  due-^a  slender  thread,  it  is  true,  but 
which  her  prescient  eye  saw  growing  into  a  cord  the  entrapped 
criminals  should  vainly  endeavor  to  break.  But  for  her  the 
temptation  to  purloin  the  Sancroft  papess  would  not  have  e:dsted, 
and  but  for  her,  the  theft  would  never  have  been  suspected. 
Her  husband's  growing  distrust  of  his  nephew  and  disincUnstion 
to  make  him  part  heir  of  his  fortune  was  her  work,  although  he 
did  not  dream  that  this  was  so,  and  she  was  only  partially  con- 
scious of  the  effect  of  her  cautions  and  innuendoes.  It  was  not  in 
her  nature  to  be  a  passive  instrument,  even  in  the  grasp  of  the 
Destiny  she  professed  to  worship.  Work  she  must — ^work  she 
did — ^with  a  methodical,  unflagging,  unmerciful  purpose,  and  a 
will  that  never  needed  to  revert  to  past  grievances  for  stimulus. 

It  was  but  a  little  longer  waitmg,  and  the  personal  liberty  and 
the  reputation  of  the  marked  ones  would  be  in  her  power — ^nay 
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this  was  Tirtnallj  the  cue  now.  Th»  Sancrofts  liad  cdmmenced 
the  game  proposed  by  the  yoimger-— <^  postpaoiiig  the  public  trial 
of  the  case  iDYolriiig  the  honestj  of  the  fathw,  and  there  irere 
easily  foaiid  legal  quibbles  in  abandanoe  for  their  aid  in  the 
praiseworthy  scheme.  Bat  to  the  avenger^  it  was  a  shallow  arti- 
fice— a  cowardly  dehiy  of  the  day  whieh  must  oyertaka  them,  and 
why  not  soon,  as  well  as  late?  .What  could  they  gain  by  tbiB 
coarse  except  a  torturing  snspense  and  a  prejndgment  agunst 
them  in  the  minds  of  the  commnmty  7  The  Moreaos  particqMited 
inrthe  disquiet  of  their  Bospected  associates ;  bat  hosband  and 
wife  bore  oneqqal  portions  of  the  burden.  Eleanor  was  mainly 
solicitoas  lest  Mr.  Moreaa's  past  intimacy  with  the  son,  and  his 
recommendation  of  the  father,  shoald  have  c^xnpromised  him  with 
his  ande,  and  hssc  nsdess  regrets  and  chidings  of  him  for  errors 
committed  and  beyond  recaU,  were  irritating  aagmentations  of 
the  discomfort  he  saffered  by  day  and  night.  He  drank  morts 
deeply  to  qoiet  remorse  and  blont  anticipation ;  bat  the  internal 
conflict— the  hidden  cancer-*-was  telling  mpon  his  ontwaid  appear- 
ance. He  began  to  look  like  what  he  was — a  mean-spirited 
wretch,  cowering  beneath  the  menacing  conseqaences  of  his  eiil 
deeds — a  eaitiff,  who  had  neither  the  coorage  to  confess,  the  forti> 
tnde  to  endore,  nor  the  conning  to  escape.  Elatheiine  pitied;  hia 
ancle  wondered;  his  wife  railed  at  and  ridicoled  his  altered  aspect 
and  behavior.  He  bore  all  these  ezhibitiims  of  feeling  better 
than  he  did  the  cool,  clear  ray  from  eyes  whose  meaning  he  alone 
nnderstood,  and  dreaded  more  than  he  wonld  have  done  the  bale* 
fol  glance  of  the  baolisk.  Nor  were  his  peconiary  trials  lightened 
from  the  crashing  weight  beneath  which  he  had  crouched  for  so 
long.  At  this  period,  it  chanced,  nnladdly,  that  Sancroft  was 
his  chief  creditor — ^the  holder  of  divers  notes  for  inconvenient 
sums,  doe  from  Robert  Moreau  to  William  Sancroft,  for  vahie 
''  received ;"  natore  of  said  "  value  "  not  specified,  as,  indeed,  was 
not  to  be  expected  in  confidential  debts.    That  the  law  could 
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not  oblige  him  to  defray  these  obligatioos,  if  the  circumstances 
under  which  thej  were  incurred  was  stated,  .so  far  from  releasing 
him  from  the  necessity  of  meeting  them,  was  an  added  terror. 
Absurd  as  it  may  appear,  the  bauble  to  which  the  poor  fool  clung 
most  pertinaciously — the,  in  his  jcase,  "shadow  of  a  sb^de"  he 
feared  most  to  lose-^was  his  fair  name  among  his  Mkm-meiL  The 
idea  of  gross  falsehood  and  downright  thieying,  did  not  appall  him,, 
much  kfls  did  cheating  and  gaming  and  foxgery,  but  the  wagging 
of  a  gossiping  tongue,  the. pointing  of  a  censorious  Bnger,  w^e 
to  him  like  a  scorpion-lash. 

All  this,  the  unwearied  watcher  and  thinker  appreciated  and 
reviewed  in  her  scomfiil  triumph  on  this  winter  night.  If  one 
had  dared  to  urge,  in  compassion  to  this  one  of  her  intended  yic- 
tims^  that  his  part  ip,  producing  her  humiliation  and  bereavement 
was  slight  in  comparison  with  that  of  the  others — ^his,  the  fault 
of  thou^tless  and  jmprincipled  gallantry,  while  theirs  was  a 
deliberate  and  malicious  plotting  of  her  downfall — she  would 
have  made  reply  that  he  was  eating  now  the  fruit  of  other  mis- 
deeds, unconnected  with  her ;  and  that,  were  his  misery  indeed 
the  work  of  her  machinations,  he  could  not  be  spared  one  pang, 
since  through,  and  in  him,  was  the  chastisement  of  his  wife,  the 
principal  offender,  to  be  accomplished. 

Eatherine  was  not  yet  able  to  join  the  family  at  the  breakfast- 
table.  She  was,  however,  up  and  dressed  on  the  following  morn- 
ing, when  her  mother  entered  with  a  request  from  Colonel 
Bashleigh  for  a  speedy  audience. 

From  the  hour  when,  as  her  mother's  newly-wedded  husband, 
he  took  her  upon  his  knee,  and  heard  her  acknowledge  him  as  her 
father,  his  love  for  the  child  of  his  adoption  had  struck  its  roots 
into  the  depths  of  his  nature.  The  recent  danger  to  her  life  had 
heightened  this  to  idolatry,  and  his  inquietude  on  her  account  was 
^1  60  great  as  to  be  a  serious  drawback  to  his  peace  of  mind 
and  the  comfort  o£  his  household.    With  the  pertinacity  of  age, 

19* 
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he  refused  to  beliere  that  she  was  mending  as  rapidly  as  she 
ought  to  be.  It  was  of  no  avafl  that  she  wore  her  brightest 
looks  daring  his  Tuuts  to  her  chamber,  and  when  she  was  carried 
downstairs,  chatted  cheerfdlly,  and  frequently  more  ^han  was 
easy  or  safe  for  her  to  atteoipt.  He  woold  haye  it  that  she  was 
at  a  stand-fitOI  if  not  ahready  in  «  decline,  and  not  even  his  wife's 
argmnents  conld  alter  this  conviction, 

This  morning,  he  was  foil  of  a  plan  concocted  between  himsdf 
and  the  family  physician  in  the  course  of  the  preceding^  day's 
consoltation.  Katherine  was  pining  for  change  of  air  and  scene. 
Bo  soon  as  she  was  acfjadged  able  to  travel,  he  would,  with  her, 
proceed  by  easy  stages  to  Bichm6nd,  and  from  thence  to  Chariea- 
ton,  to  take  vessel  for  Cuba.  She  should  see  tropical  fruits  and 
birds,  and  fed  tropical  sunshine  aM  breezes:  Mrs.  Rashleigh, 
whose  health  and  inclination  alike  indisposed  her  for  the  tour,  was 
to  accompany  them  to  Richmond,  and,  after  a  visit  there,  return 
to  Briarwood,  while  Mrs.  Holt  continued  with  her  pupil. 

For  awhile,  extreme  amazement  hindered  Katherine  from  ex- 
pressing any  other  feeling  with  regard  to  the  proposal  Then  she 
inquired,  with  a  touch  of  alarm,  if  they  thought  her  situation  so 
precarious  that  the  change  of  climate  was  necessary  for  the  pre* 
servation  of  her  life. 

"Not  at  all,"  replied  the  mother.  "We  believe  that  you 
would  recover  as  certaioly  here,  but  more  slowly.  Your  paps 
has  planned  this  journey  and  voyage  for  this  season,  because  it 
would  be  unsafe  to  take  it  in  warmer  weather.  We  thought^ 
moreover,  that  it  would  please  you." 

**  It  will,''  said  Katherine.  "  I  ^ehall  enjoy  it  above  all 
other  things  that  could  be  proposed.  You  are  too  good, 
papa  I" 

Her  cheek  was  mantled  with  a  healthy  glow  ;  her  eye  had  a 
glad,  soft  light,  as  she  put  her  hand  within  his.  He  was  grati* 
fied  and  complacent  in  the  assurance  that  his  wisdom  exceeded 
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that  of  all  the  doctors  In  the  country — rerj  prond  of  his  scheme, 
and  very'fond  of  the  danghter,  who  entered  mto  it  so  readHj. 

'*  But  joo,  mamma.r  cont^ned  Katherine.  "  I  wj^h  yon  were 
not  to  be  left  behind.    Yon  will  b^  lonely  here,  I  am  afraid" 

"Ishaanot'^ 

She  moved  away,  not  willing  to  trust  herself  to  say  more.  She 
knew  with  i^om  the  fut  Sonth  was  now  associated  in  Katharine's 

0 

mind  aifd  that  hope  sprang  eagerly  forward  to  the  possibility  that 
their  prelected  rente  might  cross  that  of  another  traveller.  Bot 
the  mother  experienced  a  sodden  pain  at  the  momentary  forget- 
fnlness  of  herself,  in  the  chDd  whom  her  cares  had  jnst  won  from 
the  jaws  of  death. 

Mrs.  Raahleigh's  secret  schemes  -coiild  not  be  better  advanced 
than  by  the  temporary  absence  of  her  husband.  Yoong  Bancroft 
had  intunated  to  Mr.  Hammond  that  the  witnesses  they  had  sum- 
moned, could  not,  in  all  likelihood,  be  gathered  together,  or  the 
needfdl  papers  be  madaready  befwe  the  Maidr  t^rm  of  the  conrt, 
and  the  materials  for  her  intended  explosion  oonld  be  collected 
better  when  there  was  no  one  at  home  Vho  had  the  right  to 
inquire  into  her  movements.  She  had  seldom  seen  the  Colonel  so 
bent  upon  a  project  of  his  own  manufacture,  and,  in  her  fatalistic 
spirit,  she  believed  that  this  unforeseen  step  was  pregnant  with 
important  results,  bearitg  upon  what  was  become  the  grand 
design  of  her  life.  Therefore,  she -did  not  interfere  or  amend, 
save  in  the  matter  of  her  remaining  at  home,  which  the  Colonel, 
however  reluctant  to  part  with  her,  was  at  length  convinced  was 
indispensable  for  the  right  conduct  of  his  affairs,  domestic  and 
legal. 

He  ordered  the  carriage,  that  very  forenoon,  and  rode  to  Mr. 
Hammond's.  In  the  lavryer's  hands  he  deposited  his  will  which 
divided  his  estate  equally  between  his  wife  and  adopted  daughter, 
Katherine  Eashleigh.  An  annuity  to  Mrs.  Holt  and  a  present 
to  each  of  the  English  servants  were  the  only  reservations  from 
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these  beqaests.  Mrs.  Baahleigh  had  been  aj^inted  execatriz, 
but  in  the  fresh  copy  which  Mr.  Hammond  was  instructed  to  pre- 
pare, Malcolm  Argyle  waa  made  her  coadjutor.  A  power  of 
attorney  was  likewise  drawa.  npi  authorizing  Mrs.  Rashleigh  to 
execute  bonds  and  sign  whatever  legal  instroments  she  deeinad 
proper,  dozing  her  hndiand's  absence. 

Mr.  Hammond  asked  no  qne^ns.  He  only  stupended  his  pen 
for  an  instant  above  tha  parchment^  as  he  reached  Kfttheriae'a 
name. 

**  Adopkd  daughter  P^  he  repeated,  as  if  doabtiiil  whether  he 
read  aright. 

"  Those  are  the  words,  sir  1"  Bat  the  Colonel  grew  purple 
and  coughed,  before  making  the  8pi{^)lem^tary  remark — ''  I  wish 
to  be  explicit,  sir — to  leave  no  room  for  troublesome  litigation, 
while  it  is  also  my  desire  that  yon  consider  this  a  confidential  dis- 
closure. She  is  Mrs.  Rashleigh's  daughter  by  a  former  manisige 
— a  circumstance  of  which  Miss  Rashleigh  is  herself  ignorant." 

''  I  b^  your  paidon,  sir  I"  and  the  pen  went  on. 

''  Excuse  me,  Colonel  Rashleigh,"  the  lawyer  ventured  to  say, 
when  the  documents  were  ready  and  the  Colonel  was  on  his  feet 
to  depart.  '^But  It  cmi  do  no  harm  to  come  to  a  full  and 
mutual  understanding  of  these  transactions.  You  herewith  " — 
*  touching  the  papers — ''  invest  Mrs.  Rashleigh  with  unlimited 
authority  to  act  in  your  stead,  while  you  are  away — vmUmUed  P 

"  WeU,  sir  I" 

The  Colonel  stood,  tightly  buttoned  up  in  his  furred  surtout — 
very  stout  and  very  stiff. 

**  These  are  unusual  powers,  sir,  to  be  granted  to  any  one — 
particularly  a  lady,"  pursued  the  attorney. 

''  I  do  not  lose  sight  of  that  fact,  sir.  But  yon  must  remem- 
ber another,  which  you  cannot  have  failed  to  perceive— namely, 
that  Mrs.  Rashleigh  is  an  uncommon  person,  sir — a  very  re-niai^ 
ka-ble  woman  1" 
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And  vitk  that,  the  old  gentleman  climbed  into  his  chariot,  and 
gave  orders  to  driye  home  by  way  oC  Montrooge. 

It  was  bat  conrteons  to  Kobert  and  his  wife,  whose  regard  for 
himdelf  and  £unily  appeared  to  be  nnmized  wil^  interested 
motLYe»--that  they  should  be  aj^nrised  of  th^  intended  jonrney* 
They  were^  both4it  home  ;  both  very,  attentive  ;  rery  agrei^ble  ; 
very  affectionate.  Both  concurred  heartily  in  prononndi^  his 
plan  dehghtfinl,  and  jodidoos  beyood  all  praise  ei  theirs,  and — 
the  elate  Colonel  could  not  render  to  his  wife  any  intelligilite 
aocoontof  the  predae  maimer  of  its  happening — ^bnthe  was  borne 
or.  coaxed  on  to-that  pitch  of  beneroleace,  that  he  inyited  his 
nephew  and  mece  to  join  the  party  in  their  trip  to  the  metropo- 
lis ;  remain  there,  at  his  expense,  for  the  week  of  Mrs.  Bashlesgh's 
stay,  and  then  take  charge  of  her-  back  to  Briarwood — an  offer 
which  Eleanor  had  considerable  difficulty  in  accepting,  without  an 
unbecoming  show  of  rapture.  How  different  would  hare  been 
her  emotions  had  she  known  that  it  was  a  salvo  to  an  uncomi* 
fortable  sensation  her  rich  connection  sostained  at  receiiing  the 
overwhelming  attentions  of  herself  and  spouse,  while  reflecting 
that  he  had  just  sealed  an  act  cutting  them  off  from  all  possible 
future  benefit  firom  his  wealth  ! 

The  Oolonel's  high  good  humor  at  his  fbrenoon's  work  was 
abated  by  Katherine's  palpable  chagrin,  and  her  mother's  silence, 
when  he  communicated  the  pn^position  he  had  made  to  the 
Moreans,  and  its  reception.  Mrs.  Bashleigh  was  the  first  to 
reassure  him.  While  Katherine  riirank  firom  a  renewal  of  inti- 
mate intercourse  with  her  cousms,  under  an  undefinable  impression 
that  all  had  not  been  right  between  them  in  the  past,  the  mother's 
second  thought  was :  "  It  is  done  now,  and  objection  would  be 
worse  than  useless.  It  may  mean  something — ^may  accomplish 
some  decreed  purpose." 

In  this  persuasion,  she'  complimented  her  husband  upon 
his  liberalitry  to  his  relatiyes^  and  thanked  him  for  the  con- 
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sideration  he  had  shown  for  her  comfort  in-  providiog  her  with 
ail  escort. 

Katherine  was  too  honest  to  join  in  this-  commendation  of 
a  step  that  promised  little  happiness  to  her.  She  confided  to 
Miss  Barbara>  who  came  at  her  sommons  to  hear  and  wonder 
over  the  news,  that  this  was,  in  her  eyes,  the  most  objedaooahle 
feature  in  the  pkasnre-trip. 

'^The  only  one,  I  may  saj,  if  we  except  mamma's  refiiBal  to  go 
with  OS.  Not  that  I  hare  any^diilike  for  my  coosin  Bobert  and 
Mrs.  Moreao,  bnt  yon  ondieratand  that-it  will  seem  less  Kke  a 
family  party  if  they  are  along.  And  it  is  natural,  since  we  are  to 
leare  mamma  behind,  that  we  shonid  prefer  to  pass  the  last  days 
of  onr  companionship  with  her  by  oozselYes,  unchecked  by  tha 
presence  of  comparative  strangers." 

Miss  Barbara  did  nnderstand,  better  than  Katherine  herself 
could,  why  mother  and  daughter  should  dread  the  entrance  of 
these  intruders  into  th^  homeKnrole.  No  mortal  living  waa 
more  thoroughly  acquainted  with  Eleanor  than  she  was,  and  she 
had  a  conception  of  her  ability  and  inflnoice  that  verged  upon 
absurd  exaggeration.  She  had  departed  from  her  rule  of  non« 
interference  in  family  affairs,  so  far  as  to  hint  her  suspicions  of  this 
arch-strategist's  recent  manseuvres,  in  a  letter  she  had  dispatched 
to  Malcolm,  and,  as  may  be  supposed,  her  hints  were  tantamount 
to  other  people's  broad  assertions.  With  Katiierine,  she  could 
not  be  frank,  and  she  held  her  tongue.  The  southern  scheme 
sounded  to  her  Uke  sheer  nonsense,  and  while  questioning  the 
certainty  of  its  advantages  to  Katherine's  health,  she  had  her  own 
reasons  for  deploring  the  Colonel's  resolution  to  remove  hia 
daughter  from  the  neighborhood,  where  Malcolm,  on  his  return, 
would  expect  to  find  her.  That  he  would  come  back,  and  that 
sooner  than  he  had  anticipated  up  to  the  moment  of  perusing  h^ 
letter,  she  could  not  avoid  hoping  and  believing. 

Bui  Katherine  was  so  gay  and  animated  in  view  of  the  next 
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three  months,  sp  coi^dent  of  sympathy  from  ere^  one  to  whom 
Ae  unfolded  her  plans,  that  her  old  Mend  was  sparing  of  her 
expressed  discontent,  and  tried  to  work  off  her  riang  ill-homor  by 
energetic  assistance  in  the- laboring  department  of  Briarwood,- 
jost  now  taxed  to  the  utmost  by  the  preptaitions  for  the  iravel- 
los.  She  cut  out  and  wound  up  bundles  of  unmade  garments, 
which  she  engaged  should  be  iidshed  by  the  Ben  Lomond  seam- 
stress, Mrs.  Eashkigh  sitting  by  and  directing  how  this  and  that 
was  to  be  done,  so  grayely  and  nakiraliy,that  Miss  Barbara 
recollected,  in  a  dreanirlike  mystification,  the  packages  of  home- 
i^un,  unbleached  muslin  tad  linseys,  which  she  used  to  prepare 
for  Bessy  Hale  to  take  home. 

•  By  the  middle  of  the  month  all  was -ready.  Katherine  had 
entreated  that  her  faithful  nurse  diould  qpend  the  last  night  of  her 
stay  with  her  M  Briarwood  ;•  should  sleep  in  ber  room  upon  the 
little  bed  where  she  had  cast  herself  down  for  an  hour  of  light 
slumber,  overpowered  by  fatigue  and  drowsiness,  whHe  feyer  was 
scorching  up  the  life  of  her  patient.  Mrs.  Rashleigh  seconded  the 
motion,  and  the  Colonel  had,  ere  this,  ceased  to  observe  upon 
"  the  extraordinary  fondness  "  of  his  daughter  for  this  **  well-dis- 
posed but  remarkably  eccentric  person.'' 

There  was  a  smgular,  a  laughable  contrast  between  the  two, 
as  they  sat  over  the  fire  that  evening,  for  a  parting  talk  together. 
Miss  Barbara  was  in  her  short  night-gown,  without  ruflie  or  trimr 
ming  of  any  description ;  a  striped  petticoat,  blue  and  white, 
beneath  it ;  her  grey  hair  tucked  away  under  a  cotton  cap,  with 
an  astonishing  border,  starched  and  crimped ;  her  ^irts  drawn 
badk  from  the  square-toed  shoes  and  worsted  hose,  incasing  a 
pair  of  very  decided-looking  extremities  ;  and  that  nothing  might 
be  lackiog  from  the  grotesque  yet  cozy  figure,  a  long^temmed 
pipe  in  her  mouth.  Katherine's  nerves  were  not  of  the  kind  that 
**  cannot  endure  tobacco-smoke,"  while  their  delicate  owner  revels 
nightly,  as  in  her  native  element,  in  a  heated  atmosphere,  with 
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hardly,  enough  ozygen  in  it  to  afford  a  fhO  bnath  for  one  pair  of 
healthy  longs — the  happy  mnltitode  within  it  regaling  ^hemaelTOB 
with  laboriooB  inflations  of  nitrog^,  exqnmtely  flarored  with 
Fatchooliy  mask,  miileflenn  and — ^vikst,  moet  Boffoeating  of  all — 
Fraiigipaoni. 

MiflB  Barbara's  nightly  smoke  was  taken  ait  the  oigent  instance 
of  her  yoong  hostesBi  who  now  satwatdung  the  Uae  dngs  in 
their  0IOW  walta  toward  the  firerplacef  where  they  broke  snddeniy 
and  made  a  flying  leap  np  the  wide  month  of  the  ohimney.  Her 
white  wrapper  was  edged  at  the  -throat  and  wrists  by  dainty 
little  ftiUs ;  the  laoe  bordbr  of  her  cap  did  not  conceal  the  black 
tresses  which  had  happily  not  been  destroyed  by  the  ferer,  and 
aronnd  her  shonldets  she  wore,  with  negligent  grace,  a  scarlet 
shawL  The  fresh  color  had  forsaken  her  tfuce^  and  with  it  modi 
of  the  piqoant  archness  that  once  gaye  it  its  pecahar  character  ; 
bat  languor  and  peosiyeneBB  endowed  her  with  new,  and  perhi^ 
greater  loreliness. 

"  I  have  been  nestless  for  the  aniTsl  of  to-morrow,  and  now, 
that  it  is  so  near,  I  wonld  pat  it  off  if  I  coald,"  die  said. 
''Why  is  this,  Miss  Barbara  7    Ganitbeapres^timentof  evilF 

"  ETerybody  feels  so,  more  or  less,  jost  before  settin'  oat  on  a 
jonmey.    I  always  nsed  to  m  my  travellin'  days." 

"  Did  you  ever  trayel  mach  V* 

"  I  came  from  Hanover  here,  and  I  went  over  the  moontalns 
once,  to  see  my  sister — stayed  nigh  upon  two  months." 

She  pnffed  very  fast. 

**  And  did  yon  feel  then  as  I  do  now  ?  did  a  dread  hang  over 
yon — a  sinking  of  spirit  and  a  clinging  to  home,  as  the  one  safe 
spot  npon  earth  V 

"  Yes,  dear." 

**  Did  sorrow  come  from  that  journey  P* 

"  Indeed  there  did  1  My  sister  died  while  I  was  there,  and— 
I  lost  another  friend  near  the  same  tune." 
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Eatlieriiie  left  a  sabject  wlAck  she  saw  was  saddemng. 

''  This  is  the  1.5th.    We  shall  be  inRichmoiid  bj  the  2eth. 
I  own  to.  a  little  coiiositj  to  see  somethuig  o£  tomi-Mfe  in  this 
^  land!.    Haye  yon  ever  been  there  ?' 

''  Once,  forty  yean  ago.  Places  change  in  that  time  as  inneh 
as  people's  fooes." 

''  It  is  a  long  time.    Shall  I,  too,  live  to  say,  to  some  yoong 
girl,  'I  saw  such  and  sach  a  thing ibrty  years  ago?"' 
r  "  I  hope  sa    If  the  L<»d  wills,  you  may.    None  of  ns  can 

tell  what  a  day  >may  bring  forth." 

"  Tme  I  yonng  as  I  am,  I  have  realised,  to  some  e^tent^  the. 
uncertainty  of  earthly  things.  Bat  this  is  scdemn  talk  1  It 
depresses  me.  I  wanted  to  try  to  teU  yon  how  grateful  I  am  for 
your  unbounded  kindness — ^for  saving  my  life?  It  is  not 
worth  much  to  me,  or  to  any  one  else,  but  it  is  all  the  life  I 
have." 

"  Don't  talk  that  way,  dear  I"  said  Hiss  Barbara,  as  the  girl 
tried  to  laugh — ^her  glistening  eye  belying  the  pretense  of  mirth. 
"  It  is  the  most  precious  gift,  the  Almighty  can  continue  to  an 
immortal  soul  that  is  out  of  Christ — ^the  life  of  the  poor  body. 
For,  while  that  lasts,  there  is  a  chance  of  salvation.  Don't  get 
into  the  habit  of  treating  death  lightiy.  It's  worse  than  foolish 
—it's  sinful  1" 

"  I  have  prayed  for  its  coming  in  times  past,"  said  Eatherine 
in  a  low,  sad  voice. 

"  No,  you  haven't  I" 

''  Miss  Barbara  I" 

''  I  say  you  haven't  I  Yon  thought  you  did,  and  that  because 
you  were  unhappy,  you  were  tired  of  living,  but  if  death  had 
seized  you  at  that  very  minute,  you'd  have  fought  with  him,  and 
cried  out  for  your  sweet  life.  Depend  upon  it,  dear,  we  ought  to 
return  thanks  to  the  Lord,  every  day,  that  he  don't  answer  more 
of  OQT  hasty  prayers." 


/ 
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"It  may  be  so.  I  wish — ^how  I  wish,  youwonld  teach  me 
your  contented  faith.  Miss  Barbara.  I  meant  to  be  your  scholar 
this  winter,  and  here  atai  I  whisked  oif  to  the  South  Pole,  before 
I  can  take  a  single  lesson.    Hei^ho  1" 

"  The  right  teacher  is  with  you  eyeryWhere.*' 

**  Bat  how  can  I  know  him  ?  Yon  will  think  me  a  heatheh,  I 
am  afraid ;  bat  if  you  only  knew  how  I  reach  and  yearn  for 
some  solid  resting-place,  not  so  mnch  for  my  faith  6s  for  my 
heart !  •  It  is  a  hard,  crael  thongKt;  that  I  have  tasted  all  the 
sweetness  in  the  cap  of  existence  at  seventeen.  I  am  not  eight- 
een yet — did  you  know  that  V* 

"  You  look  older  than  yon  are." 

"  Do  I  not  ?  This  sickness  has  added  ten  years  to  my  age.  I 
am  approaching  middle-life-^im  bat  a  trifle  on  the  snnny  side  of 
thirty.* 

Miss  Barbara  removed  her  pipe  to  laugh.  "  Yon  are  a  child, 
nothing  else,  and  I  trost  there  are  many  bright  spots  in  this  life 
for  you.  But,  honey,  maybe  we  shall  not  meet  again  on  this 
side  the  grave.  Fm  growin'  old,-  and  none  of  us  can  tell  in  what 
watch'  the  Master  will  call  I  want  to  say  a  thing  or  two  before 
we  part.  I  didnt  come  to  you  first  because  I  loved  you  ;  but 
I  had  made  a  promise  that  I'd  serve  you,  if  you  ever  needed  me." 

The  rich  color  roshed  to  Katherine's  face,  and  her  breath  waa 
quick  and  fluttering. 

''  We've  never  called  his  name,  dear,  and  tisn't  best  we  should. 
Because  I  had  give  him  my  promise,  I  came  to  nurse  you,  and 
because  I  knew  he  would  like  to  have  me  do  it,  I  stayed  and 
tended  you  aa  long  as  I  did.  Now,  I  love  you  for  your  own 
sake,  and" 

"  And  for  what  other  reason,  were  you  going  to  say  ?" 

"  Never  mind  I" 

Miss  Barbara  got  up  briskly  and  laid  her  pipe  iqaon  the 
mantel 
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"  Better  put  this  window  up  an  inch  or  so,  until  the  smoke  is 
out  1"  she  said,  suiting  the  action  to  the  word. 

"Why  did  yon  stop  so  abruptly ?"  questioned  Katheiine 
curiously. 

"  No  matter  I  Only^  dear/'  laying  her  hand  solemnly  upon 
the  noble  young  head,  "wherever  you  go,  remember  that  the 
prayers  of  the  righteous  aTail-  much,  and  there's  been  many  of 
the  right  sort  sent  up  for  you,  about  which  you're  never  heard — 
more  shame  that  it^is  so  P'  die  muttered,  aside. 

*'  Were  tljey  yours  ?" 

'<  I  always  name  you  in  my  poor  pcayers,  but  ^wasn't  them  I 
spoke  of." 

"  Whose,  then  ?" 

But  Miss  Barbara  ordered  her  squarely  to  bed,  and,  iofiezibly 
unsatisfactory,  betook  henelf  to  her  own  couch. 
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Mb8.  MoBXAiT  etjoyed  a  hdiday.  The  deflir*  to'  be  sutfin- 
melled  dnriiig  her  Tisit  to  the  capital,  wrought  with  prudential 
connderatiODS  of  the  riato  to  children  hi  t^ter  traVel,  and 
induced  her  to  leaye  them  at  Montronge  in  care  of  Sarah.  Enm 
baby  Nelly  conld  now  bear  the  separation  witfaoat  physical 
hiconTenienoe,  and  althoqg^  her  father  beeonght  that  she  might 
go  with  them,  the  mother's  fiat  was  not  reroked. 

This  preliminary  sqaabble-coi^Tigal  was,  possibly,  one  canae  of 
the  vast  disproportion  in  the  elevation  of  their  spirits  on  the 
way,  and  after  they  took  possession  of  their  qnarters  in  town. 
Eleanor  had  never  been  more  brilliantly  careless,  more  sparkling 
in  conntenance  and  conversation.  The  Colonel  was  temporarily 
fascinated ;  Eatherine  forgot  her  vagne  distrust ;  Mrs.  Bashleigfa 
remained  immovable.  Mr.  Moreau  was  miserably  uneasy  in  the 
company  x>f  his  step-aunt,  although,  from  her  demeanor,  one 
would  have  imagined  her  profoundly  indifferent  to  him.  He  was 
not  the  person  to  interest  a  sober,  thoughtful  woman,  serious  to 
severity,  who  seemed  to  have  lost  all  taste  for  frivolous  talk  and 
badinage,  if  she  had  ever  affected  anything  so  trifling. 

''  I  don't  ask  you  to  say  clever  things  to  her  I"  said  Eleanor, 
in  one  of  her  wifely  tirades  upon  a  style  of  behavior  that  annoyed 
her  excessively.  "  What  you  cannot  think,  you  cannot  say,  as  a 
matter  of  course.  But  you  were  bred  a  gentleman,  and  need 
not  act  like  a  bashfiol  clown,  even  in  the  presence  of  my  Lady 
Lofty.    She  cames  herself  as  grandly  with  me— and  what  do  1 
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care  for  it  ?  The  ArgjlM  are  of  as  good  blood  ti  anj  that  rmis 
in  her  veins.  If  she  belonged  to  the  royal  iaxaJlj,  yon  could  not 
be  more  a&aid  of  her." 

Mr.  Moreaa  heayed  ii  mighty  sigh-;  but  dared  not  nndose  his 
fips,  for  fear  of  saying  something  that  ml^t  compromise  him. 
To  bis  unspeakable  relief;  his  nnele  rapped  at  the  door. 

^'Robert  I  I  am  going  oat  to'  walk.  Will  yon  oome  with 
ine  ?"  • 

Die  coAsdeBce-hasnted  hnsband  snatched  his  hat,  and  followed 
in  a  twinkling. 

The  tayera-^there  were  no  hotels  in  Virginia,  at  that  day — 
was  a  yery  diBsimilsr  aflkir  from  the  momitainons  stmctores  of 
brick,  granite,  iron  and  plat^lass,  that  now  number  their  shifts 
ing  population  by  the  hundred.  A  sabstantial,  respectable  bniid- 
ing,  it  only  challoiged  the  notice  of  the  trayeller  by  its  superior 
size  to  the  snrroimding  hoiffles,  and  its  Gpacions  entrance.  The 
proprietor  had  his  residence  within  it,  and  exorcised  unceasing 
supenriffion  oyer  eyerydqwrtment,  without  betraying  one  symp- 
tom of  the  active,  bustling  Boniface,  one  is  accustomed  to  picture 
to  himself  at  mention  of  a  public  house  in  the  olden  time.  He 
presided  at  one  of  the  bountifol  tables,  in  the  dining-hall,  paying 
esp^ial  attention  to  his  lady  guests,  and  in  the  interim  of  his 
professional  duties,  chatted  with  them  in  the  parlor,  or  with  their 
fathers,  husbands,  uid  brothers,  in  the  passages,  and  on  the  front 
steps — everywhere,  and  to  all,  the  courteous  and  intelligent 
gentleman.  For  gentlemen,  by  birth  and  education,  were  not 
ashamed  to  ** keep  tavern"  then.  The  honorable  or  the  ignoble 
nature  of  the  profession  depended  upon  the  character  of  the 
house  and  its  master. 

Katherine,  with  her  mother  and  ^bs.  Holt,  was  in  the  private 
parlor  of  the  party — an  unusual  requirement  in  the  establishment, 
and  one  that  marked  the  English  boarders  as  exdusives.  It 
overlooked  the  street,  and  the  young  girl  sat  at  the  window, 
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amosing  her  compamon^  with  playful  remarks  upon  the  paas««- 
by.  Her  father  st<^pod,  as  he  went  downstairs,  to  inquire  at 
what  hour  he  should  order  the  carriage  ibr  her  morning  driye. 
The  day  was  sonny,  and  not  cold^  and  he  adrised  that  ttxe  airing 
skoold  he  prolonged  nntU.pmdenee  warned  them  to  retom  home. 

Rejoining  his  nephew,  he  marched  oat  into  the  open  air,  with  a 
trayeller's  alertness  to  go  eyerywJiere  and  see  OTerything  note- 
worthy in  the  place.  He  condescended  to  praise  the  natural 
adrantages  of  the  town ;  but  **  feared  that  many  yeaa«  moist 
elapse  before  it  wonH  attain  to  any  eminence  as  a  symmetrical  or 
thriving  dty."  .  Morean  qMike  a^  wovd  for  its  warehboses  and 
waterfH>wer,  but  his  imde's  ccmtempt  for  everything  that  savored 
of  pretension  in  the  ''pretty  Tillage^  he  patrdnised,  was  so 
apparent,  that  he  yielded  the  point. 

As  they  passed  another  tayem,  made  consptcnons  by  a  swings 
ing  sign,  with  a  bell  painted  thereupon,  a  couple  of  gentlemen 
stepped  oat  of  the  door  to  the  sidewalk,  and  halted,  in  feigned  or 
real  sarprise.  They  Wiethe  younger  Bancroft  and  his  Mend,  Mr. 
Woodson.  Salatatictns  were  exchanged  ;  the  Colonel  speaking 
to  the  latter  in  a  friendly,  to  1^  former,  in  a  pdite  manner. 

''This  is  an  anlooked*for  treat,  sir,''  said  Mr.  Woodson, 
blandly.    "  When  did  you  arriye  ?" 

"  The  day  before  yesterday,"  was  the  reply. 

"  And  Mr.  Bancroft  and  myself  last  night.  What  have  yon 
seen  that  interested  you  in  the  Capitol  of  our  Old  Dominion  V* 
porsaed  Mr.  Woodson,  walking  on  with  the  Colonel,  while  the 
narrow  pavement  compelled  Mr.  Morean  to  fall  into  the  rear 
with  Sancroft. 

The  Colonel  admitted  that,  thns  far,  he  had  not  found  many 
striking  objects  for  observation  or  thought  to  feast  upon. 

"  Have  you  been  into  oar  halls  of  L^;islation  ?" 

**  I  have  not  Is  there-  a  fine  display  of  talent  there,  this 
winter  ?» 
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"TheraTras  never  moror  The  honsefr  are'  in  sesrioA  at  ifchis 
honr.  If  you  have  no  other  engagement,  you  may  deme  some 
pleasore  from  a  Tisit  to.  them.  What  do  yon  say  to  Fetrad^ 
our  steps  7»         • 

''I  shonld  be  pleae^  to  heai;  the  debates^  Mr.  Kanaolph 
will  be  there,  I  p^esome  V^ 

' '  He  is  in  onr  Natipnal  Congress — ^not  in  the  State  Legislatni^*'' 

"  Ah  I  I  continnally  confoond  the  two^^^which  are  no  more 
identical  than  onr  British.  Honses  of  Commons  and  Lords." 

Mr.  Woodson  did  not  reotify  this  self-eorrection.  If  it 
satisfied  its  aothiHr,  it  did  Jiot  coneem  him.    - 

"  Mr.  Randolph  made  a  magmficent  speech  in  Congress  last 
month  iq;K>n  the  war  question.  Yon  heard  him  during  his  sum- 
mer's campaign,  I  thmk,  Colonel  Bashlei^  ?'' 

"  I  did.    He  is  a  re-mar-karUe  orator,  sir  I    I  cannot  suppose 
'that  this  new  C9unti7  contains-  soeh  another.    Why,  sir,  he 
would  shine  in  the  British  Parliametit  P 

They  were  now  opposite  ''^the  Eagle,"  where  the  Rashleighs 
were  sojourning,  and  the  carriage  and  four  at  the  door  had 
attracted  a  group  of  loungers,  whose  admiring  inspection  of  the 
fine  horses  was  highly  flattering  to  the  Colonel.  As  Mr.  Wood- 
son passed  his  encomium  upon  the  splendid  leaders,  Mrs.  Bash- 
Icigh,  Eleanor,  Mrs.  Holt  and  Katherine,  emerged  from  the 
house,  and  were  handed  into  the  chariot  by  liveried  Thomas  on 
one  side,  and  the  suave  landlord  on  the  other.  The  Colonel 
lifted  his  hat,  with  the  deferential  gallantry  belonging  to  his 
character  and  generation,  and  his  heart  grew  bigger  at  the 
recollection  of  his  proprietorship  in  the  two  elegant  women,  who 
shared  the  unspoken,  yet  evident  applause  of  the  beholders. 

"  You  ought  to  be  a  proud  and  a  happy  man.  Colonel  Bash 
leigh  r  said  the  quick-witted  Woodson. 

The  old  officer's  heavy  physiognomy  was  iUumiBated  by  a 
heart-beam  that  redeemed  it  from  homeliness. 
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"  I  ufi,  sir.  No  man  Uiing  has  more  ca»ie  to  be  thaakftil  to 
the  Divine  OlTer  than  I  haye.*^ 

The  yidt  to  the  legislatiYe  bodies  brought  iheprooHsed  enter- 
tainment of  good  speeches,  and  a  pleasant  surprise,  which  42ie 
EngSsh  gentleman  enjoyed  far  more,  in  the  form  of  a  meeting 
with  an  old  friend  and  fellow-conntrymaa,  whom  he  had  not  seen 
before  in  thirtf  jeavs.  This  friend,  Mr.  Wiekham,  had  emigrated 
to  America  while  comparatiTelj  a  yonng  man,  and  settled  in  Ytr- 
ginia.  Happening,  on  this  forenoon,  to  be  in  the  State  Assemblj, 
he  noticed  Colonel  Basbleigh,  knd  in()nired  who  he  was.  The 
answer  awakened  a  sospidoa  that  it  was  his  former  aeqnaintance, 
and  he  forthwith  introdaoed  himself.  The  two  had  a  Icmg  and 
deeply  interesting  conyersation,  broken  off  by  the  approach  of 
the  dinner-honr. 

Mr.  Morean  had  excused  himself  with  the  threadbaire  plea  of 
^bnsiness" — ^with  whom  or  where,  he  was  sore  his  nnde  would 
not  inquire.  He  rejoined  the  fiimily  party,  jost  as  the  Colonel  was 
relating  the  story  of  his  fortnnate  rencontre  with  Mr.  Wickham, 
who  had  walked  with  him  to  the  door  of  the  tayem,  and  tisqnested 
permission  to  wut  upon  the  kdies,  with  his  wife,  next  day. 

"Papa,"  said  Katherine,  thoughtlessly,  "was  not  that  Mr. 
Woodson  with  yon,  this  morning  ?" 

"  It  was,  my  daughter.    Why  do  you  ask  f" 

**  I  do  not  like  him.  I  never  did,"  returned  the  petted  child. 
**  And,  as  I  stood  on  the  stj^ps,  waiting  until  the  others  got  into 
the  carriage,  I  heard  one  gentieman  say  to  anothw,  '  What  is 
Colonel  BasUeigh  domg  in  that  fellow's  company  f  He  Wte 
once  a  common  gambler  about  town,  and  follows  tiie  same  trade 
now  in  the  country  1' " 

"  A  gambler  i"  cried  the  Colonel,  in  anger  and  dismay.  "  Can 
this  be  true,  Robert  f    What  do  yon  say  to  this  tale  7" 

Mr.  Moreau's  tongue  was  glued  to  the  roof  of  his  month. 
Bleanor  put  on  an  air  of  shocked  virtue. 
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"  What  a  consummate  hypocrite,  he  must  be^  if  that  is  hk  real 
business  I  But  no,-  it  is  ridiculous  I  We  should  sorely  have 
heard  some  whisper  of  it  in  all  these  months  that  he  has  lired 
near  ns  I  You  have  never  seen  anything  jsospidons  in  his  con- 
duct— ^h'ate-you,  my  dear  V 

"  N-n-n-o,"  said  Mr.  Moreau. 

''  It  is  a  matter  of  small  moment. to  us  whether  the  story  be 
trae  or  false/'  said  Mbs.  Bashleigh  ;  ''  Mr.  Woodson  has  never 
been  on  intimate  terms  in  onr  family.  He.  has  been  invited  to 
Briarwood  but  once." 

"  He  is  Robert's  Mend,"  urged  the  Colonel,  not  pacified  by  this 
dismissal  of  the  subject.  **  Ton  introduced  him  to  me  as  such, 
sir,  and  I  have  regarded  himi  as  ait  honest  gentleman,  when  I 
would  have  repudia^  the  acquaintance  if  I  had  known  of  this 
stigma  upon  his  character.  I  have  rendered  myself  the  object  of 
common  talk  by  apparent  intimacy  with  him«  I  have  invited 
him  to  my  house  ;  he  has  sat  down  at  my  table  with  my  wife  and 
daughter.  I  am  exceedingly  displeased  I  This  is  a  very  re-mar- 
ka-ble  oocorrence,  Mr.  Moreau  I" 

His  wrath  stifled  the  words ;  h&  could  only  gasp  and  strut 
about  the  apartment,  in  such  a  statd'of  agitation  as  terrified  his 
nephew  out  of  the  scanty  measure  of  wit  conscious  guilt  had  left 
him. 

**  But  papa  " began  Eatherine's  soft  accents. 

Her  mother  interrupted  heir.  ''You  are  exciting  yourself 
upon  insufficient  grounds,  Colonel  Bashleigh."  It  was  an  order 
rather  than  an  expostulation.  ''Would  it-^not  be  well,  before 
condemning  the  man,  to  have  stronger  evidence  than  the  careless 
speech  of  a  stranger — casually,  and  probably  imperfectly  over- 
heard in  a  public  place  7  Would  not  this  be  in  better  keeping 
with  your  usual  conduct  ?  You  are  not  apt  to  be  so  hasty  in 
your  judgment." 
She  laid  her  hand  upon  his  arm,  as  she  reminded  him  that  the 

20 
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dinner-bell  had  rang.  Ere  the  dinipg-room  wMT  reached,  he  had 
regained  his  self-control,  and  apologized  handsomely  to  his 
nephew  for  his  nnwarraotable  heat,  before  the  first  coarse  wae 
through. 

"  Bat  this  'is  a  tender  point  with  me,  Bobert ;  mj  yoongest 
brother^— the  ancle  for  whom  yon  were  named — was  the  means 
of  teaching  me  a  lesson  on  gaming  I  I  hate  the  Yery  name  of  a 
dice-box  or  a  card.  If  I  were  a  king  or  a  law-girer,  I  would 
make  aU  games  of  chance  poniahable  with  death  I  Upon  my 
sonl  I  woold  I" 

"  Be  qniet  1"  whispered  his  wife.    ''  Yon  attract  attentian." 

As  was  to  be  expected,  when  the  fall  of  his  fist  on  the  table 
made  the  plates  dance  and  the  glasses  ring  for  some  distance  on 
both  sides  of  him.  Katherine  repented  sorely  of  her  imprudent 
remark.  Her  coasinswere  wonnded;  Mrs.  Morean  offended,  for 
the  most  skiUfnl  and  assidnoos  attention  coold  not  win  a  look  or 
smile  from  her  all  dhmeMime.  How  rade  and  anfMroToked  had 
been  her  animadverBion  upon  one  whom  Mr.  Morean  knew  and 
she  did  not  1  How  unkind  and  inhospitable  in  her  to  incite  the 
Colonel  to  attack  the  nepheW)  who  looked  up  to  him  as  to  a  father  1 

In  the  sincerity  of  her  c6ntrition,  she  followed  Mr.  Morean, 
when  he  quitted  the  parlor  after  dinner,  and  overtook  him  in  the 
entry. 

"  Cousin  Robert,  I  must  say  to  you  how  sorry  I  am  for  my 
inconsiderate — my  unfeeling  gossip  about  your  friend,  Mr.  Wood- 
Ron." 

"  Don't  call  hbn  my  friend,  Katherine.  He  is  anything  but 
that  1» 

**  You  are  angry  with  me,  and  you  hare  a  right  to  be,"  cgeh 
tinned  Katherine,  yet  more  humbly,  for  he  was  gmS  to  EoriinesB. 
"  I  ought  to  have  known  papa's  abhorrence  of  a  gamester  better 
than  to  hare  suggested  the  remotest  possibility  of  his  baring 
associated  with  one.    It  was  too  bad  that  you  should  have  bojme 


N B  MS  S.I  B .  459 

the  brant  of  the  punLsjiment  I  merited  bj  my  meddling  tongaa 
Ton  most  not  .mind  papa  when  Jie  gets  exdted.  He  always 
speaks  oat  in^  that  way.  Yoa  saw  how  ready  he  was  to  explain 
his  langoage  when  he  co<^ed  down.  He  is  a  senMble  man,  and 
cannot  but  perceire  the  injustice  of  holding  yoa  responsible  for 
the  character  of  erery  one  whom  you  introduce  to  him  in  a  crowd 
like  that  in  which  he  first  met  this  Mr.  Woodson*  You  will  for- 
get his  hasty  censure  and  my  fooiidi  babbling — will  you  not,  my 
dear  cousin  J" 

Her  beseeching,  winning  look  was  so  charming  that  Moreau 
could  not  withstand  it. 

*'  You  are  a  noUe  girl,  Katherine  I"  he  exclaimed — "  a  perfect 
angel,  to  talk  to  me  so  sweetly  after  " 

"  After  what  ?  After  your  unfailing  kindness  to  me  ?  I  would 
be  rery  ungrateful  to  forget  that  I  hare  neyer  received  a  cross 
word  or  a  frown  from  you.  Yon  are  tiie  most  gallant  and 
amiable  of  cousins.  I  am  not  so  rich  in  Mends  as  to  make  me 
liable  to  overlook  one  whose  good  will  I  hare  never  had  cause  to 
doubt."  • 

Moreau  hung  his  head.  Glancing  furtively  toward,  the  room 
where  they  had  left  his  wife,  he  asked,  in  a  half  whisper : 

"  Katherine,  did  you  reaUy  care  for  Argyle,  or  was  it,  as  $ke 
said,  nothing  but  a  fancy  ?^ 

"  Who  is  '  she  r  "  Katherine  fell  back  a  few  paces,  and  grew 
paler. 

''In  there,"  pointing  to  the  parlor.  "You  thought  Aigyle 
wrote  that  letter  to  her — didn't  you  V 

*'  And  if  he  did  not,  who  did  ?"  demanded  the  girl,  breathlessly. 

A  hand  was  laid  upon  the  lock  of  the  door  near  by  ;  Mrs. 
Moreau's  voice  sounded  louder,  and  while  she  paused  to  finish 
a  last  observation  to  some  one  within,  ignorant  of  the  dangerous 
parley  without,  Moreau  darted  down  a  side-passage,  and  Kathe- 
nnc  dragged  herself  to  her  room,  which  was  not  far  off. 
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At  the  social  fainOy  tea  in  the  sittiiig-roonr,  she  was  quiet  and 
heayy-ejed  j  bat  it  seemed  the  qoiet  of  absorbing  thought,  not 
unhappiness,  and*if  her  emile  were  less  frequent,  it  had  a  gentle, 
spontaneous  beam,  the  more  perceptible  to  the  mother's  eye 
because,  of  late,  her  show  of  spirits  had  depended  so  mudi  iq>oii . 
the  auxiliary — ^Will.  These  symptoms  of  radical  amendment 
were  lost  upon  the  mole-eyed  Colonel ;  nor  had  Eleanor  any  just 
understanding  of  the  change,  which,  from  that  eyening,  was  mani- 
fest in  her  young  cousm.  When  the  eyidences  of  this  became 
apparent  in  her  lighter,  brisker  step  and  increase  of  appetite,  her 
father  talked  lai^ly  of  the  wonderful  and  instantaneous  effects 
of  his  prescription,  while  Katherine's  laugh  imd  blush  left  him  in 
the  enjoyment  of  his  theory. 

It  would  be  going  too  far  to  say  that  she  was  happy — although, 
in  the  delightful  relief  afforded  by  Moreau's  insinuation,  she  was 
ready,  for  a  while,  to  belieye  herself  so.  With  the  credulity  and 
precipitancy  of  youth,  she  jumped  to  the  conclusion  that  the  note 
exhibited  to  her  by  Malcolm's  sister  was  a  successful  forgery;  nor 
was  she  backward  in  imputing  the  deed  totfViUiam  Sancroft. 
She  had  been  blinded  by  shame  and  resentment,  not  to  hare 
detected  this  in  reading  it  oyer.  The  handwriting  was  an  exact 
imitation,  but  the  style,  rambling,  obscure — ^alternately  mawkish 
and  selfish  ;  how  could  she  haye  been  so  egregiously  duped  ? 
But  the  Moreaus — ^what  was  the  extent  of  their  complicity  ?  At ' 
this  hard  knot  she  worked  with  growing  perplexity.  Bhe  recol- 
lected the  circumstance  of  Sarah's  bringing  in  the  letter  and 
giying  it  to  Mrs.  Moreau,  with  the  words,  *'  From  Master  Mal- 
colm." Would  the  faithful  seryant  be  a  party  to  a  deception 
upon  her  mistress  ?  Was  it  aot  more  likely  that  since,  by^  the 
husband's  own  admission,  he  was  cognizant  of,  if  not  accessory 
to,  the  deception,  the  more  intelligent  wife  also  conniyed  at  the 
canning  trick  ?  And  here  started  up  a  nonplus — ^What  was  she 
to  gain  by  the  heartless,  wicked  deyice  7    That  Sancroft  ruled 
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his  luckless  cronj  with  a  bit  of  st«el  and  rod  of  iron,  Eathenne 
had  learned  to  suspect  from  her  moUier's  bints  and  what  she  had 
herself  seen  and  heard..  Bat  Mrs.  McHreau's  allegiance  to  her  lord 
and^master  was  not  so  absolute  as  to  involve  her,  of  necessity,  in 
his  schemes.  She  had  professed  a  warm  attachment  to  her 
cousin-guest,  and,  irrespective  of  this  feeling,  it  appeared  but 
reasonable,  when  viewed  from  a  worldly  stand-point,  that  she 
should  be  gratified  by  her  brother's  alliance  with  the  heiress  of 
her  husband's  wealthy  unde. 

These  were  the  pros  and  cons  that  hindered  the  equilibrium  of 
Katherine's  judgment — ^that  followed  her  wherever  she  went,  and 
visited  her  jhIIow  at  midnight.  There  was  but  one  certain  method 
of  exorcising  them,  and  that  was  by  holding  up  between  herself 
and  the  troublers  the  blessed  conviction  of  Malcolm's  true,  dis- 
interested love — ^the  acquittal  of  her  now  stamless  knight  from 
the  accusations  his  unprincipled  rival  had  arrayed  against  him  in 
her  mind  The  tale  of  his  early  engagement,  that  had  enveloped 
her  life  in  cloud,  was  now  the  flimsiest  of  distant  mists — a  boyish 
mistake,  that  had  tended,  in  no  degree,  to  depreciate  the  value 
of  the  man's  devotion.  He  had  loved  her,  and  had  sought  in  her 
affection  for  happiness — ^not  oblivion  1  If  the  tears  flowed  with 
the  memory  of  her  cruel  rejection  and  more  cruel,  although 
veiled,  taunts  of  unequal  bargains  in  the  sale  or  exchange  of 
hearts,  the  sunshine  broke  out  again  in  that  peac^giving  thought: 
*'  She  was  loved,  even  as  she  loved  I"  Toward  the  Future  she 
gazed  with  trembling,  delicious  hope  of  explanation  and  recon- 
ciliation. She  could  not  discern  clearly  in  what  way  this  was 
to  be  accomplished,  fettered  as  she  was  by  her  nice  sense  of  the 
binding  promise  of  secrecy  she  had  given  Mrs.  Moreau.  But  come 
it  would  I  Such  faith  was  engendered  by  the  knowledge  of  their 
reciprocal  affection — such  patience  had  her  mettled  spirit  learned 
from  the  tedious  probation  of  silent  suffering. 

This  heroic  submission  to  what  was  inevitable,  and  this  cheer* 
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fill  coDfitancy  of  hope,  were  the  father's  l^acj  to  his  child.  There 
iras  no  sig^  of  either  in  the  stem  satisfaction — ^the  gloomy  joy — 
with  which  the  mother  watdied  the  march  of  the  Destiny  that  was 
to  make  the  day  of  doom  to  her  foes  the  season  of  her  glorious 
triomph. 
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CHAPTER  XXXTTT. 

Mb8.  RASHLfiiaH's  chamber  opened  into  the  common  sitling^ 
room  on  one  side  ;  Katherine's  adjoined  it  on  the  other.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Morean  occnpied  an  apartment  on  the  same  floor,  bnt 
in  another  wing  of  the  boiiding  ;  an  arrangement  that  afforded 
facilities  for  the  lady's  fiiTorite  and  harmless  habit  of  hectoring 
her  worse  half.  Her  profideocy  in  the  art  had  been  acquired 
by  diligent  practice ;  bat  never  in  the  whole  previons  coarse  of 
her  married  life  had  he  fwusbed  her  witiii  so  many  available  texts 
as  within  the  last  week.  He  remembered  her  criticisms  and 
injnnctions  no  longer  than  it  took  her  to  bestow  them  npon  him. 
He  was  stapid  and  moody  and  irascible  ;  as  she  sammed  op  his 
perversities—"  contrary  as  a  male  I" 

The  Bashleighs  had  a  Christmas  dinner  served  in  thebr  parley ; 
very  English  in  its  a{^intment8 ;  and  eaten  two  hoars  after 
the  pablic  meal  of  the  same  name  was  digested  by  republican 
gastric  organs.  It  was  a  stately,  formal  repast,  brightened  only  by 
Eatherine's  smiles  and  Mrs.  Moreaa's  ban  ntafs,  and  washed  down 
with  a  solemn  glass  of  fdU-bodied  port.  Mr.  Moreaa's  was  the 
mbst  lagabrioos  visage  at  the  board,  and  it  was  plain  that  the 
qaiet  entertaimnent  was  ill  to  his  liking,  for,  wHen  the  table  was 
removed  and  the  family  drew  np  around  the  fire,  he  obtained 
leave  of  absence  "  to  smoke  one  dgar,"  Mrs.  Eashleigh  disliking 
tobacco,  and  did  not  show  himself  among  them  again  that  even- 
ing. 

Mrs.  Moreau  was  more  than  annoyed.    She  was  exasperated 
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against  the  partner  she  had  engaged  to  ''love,  honor  and  obey." 
He  needed  a  thorough  "  going  over,"  a  regular  "  bringing  to," 
both  of  whfch  duties  she  sat  up  to  perform  that  yery  night.  A 
grand  design  may  be  brought  to  naught  by  a  trifle,  and  her 
eloquent  harangue,  matured  by  several  hours  of  uninterrupted 
thought,  went  out  in  a  single  exclamation,  like  an  imperfect  fusee, 
when,  at  two  o'clock,  a.h.,  Mr.  Moreau  was  brought  up  to  bis 
chamber  in  the  arms  of  a  couple  of  n^o  waiters,  dead  drunk. 
In  one  respect  he  was  exactly  fitted  for  her  purpose,  inasmuch  as 
he  could  not  speak  an  intelli^^le  word ;  but  this  qualification 
was  of  questionable  value  when  joined  to  an  inability  to  hear. 
With  anger  too  hot  for  tears,  she  discharged  the  men,  who  inquired 
compassionately  if  she  wished  them  to  undress  him  ;  with  her  own 
hands  tore  off  his  outer  clothing  and  his  boots,  and  partly  led, 
partly  tumbled  him  into  bed,  where  he  snored  dmnkenly  untU  late 
into  the  following  nnpming,  his  wife  perforce  bottling  her  wrath 
against  such  time  as  he  should  be  released  from  the  dommion  of 
the  other  fiery  spirits  that  held  sway  over  him. 

With  emotions  of  intense  disgust,  unsoftened  by  any  charitable 
movings  toward  the  lover  of  her  youth,  the  father  of  her  children, 
Eleanor,  having  completed  her  own  toilette,  began  to  pick  up  the 
various  garments  from  the  floor  where  she  had  flung  them  at  night. 
Hours  must  elapse  before  her  husband  would  be  fit  to  be  Been. 
She  must  excuse  him  at  the  breakfast  table,  and  who  of  the  party 
would  be  so  sunple-minded  as  not  to  connect  the  morning's  sick- 
ness with  the  unexplained  disappearance  of  Christmas  evening  ? 
These  irregularities  would  ruin  his  prospects  of  his  uncle's  final 
favor  ;  and  Mrs.  BAshleigh  I  Eleanor  fancied  that  she  already  saw 
the  glitter  of  her  cold  eyes  gloating  upon  their  disgrace  I 

"  And  all  to  satisfy  a  drunkard's  thirst  I"  she  muttered.  "  A 
gfand,  a  glorious  thing  is  man  I  the  noblest  work  of  creation  1 
lu  nothing  else  so  strong  as  in  appetites  that  would  debase  a 
soulless  brute  I" 
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The  solfloquy  was  broken  off  hjihe  falling  of  some  object  from 
'the  clothes  she  was  han^g  in  a  closet.-  It  w;a8  a  pocket-book — 
a  capacioos  wallet,  whose  present  state  of  collapse  tempted 
Eleanor  to  the  dishonorable  act  of  opening  it,  to  ascertain  if  it 
was  entirely  empty.  In  idle,  wondering  curiosity,  she  fingered 
one  vacant  pocket  after  another,  ontil  in  the  fourth,  she  found  a 
packet  done  xxp  in  silver  paper.  A  jealous  instinct  told  her  that 
it  waa  iuur.  and  she  unwrapped  it.  Instead  of  the  black,  brown, 
or  golden  tress  she  expected  would  blast  her  sight  with  the  open- 
ing  of  the  last  fold,  there  dropped  into  her  palm  a  flossy  ring,  she 
recognized  at  once  as  having  been  clipped  from  the  flaxen  poll  of 
baby  Nelly.  At  another  time  the  mother's  heart  would  have 
been  melted  by  this  evidence  of,  at  least,  one  pure  sentunent  that 
^ad  survived  the  general  wreck  of  right  princii^e  and  feeling. 
Now  she  thrust  it  back  contemptuously  into  the  wallet. 

"  If  he  really  loved  her,  he  would  not  be  in  such  haste  to  b^ 
gar  her  1" 

In  the  next  and  last  compartment,  was  a  quarter  sheet  of 
coarse  foolscap,  so  lately  written  upon  that  the  ink  was  still  pale. 
Eleanor  pored  over  it  with  a  scowling  suspicion.  It  was  hastily 
or  carelessly  penned,  and  here  and  there  were  splotches  of  ink, 
shaken  firom  an  unsteady  pen.  It  was  apparently  some  kind 
of  memoranda  jotted  down  upon  the  most  convenient  slip  of 
paper. 

"S t  60 

W *.  160     " 

H 800 

S 50O 

W 600 

$1,610." 

After  some  minutes  of  unavailing  scmtiny,  she  replaced  the 
paper  and  took  out  another  and  a  smaller  scrap. 

20* 
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**  ReoeiTed  of  Robert  Morean  (760  (aeTon  hondred  and  sixty  doUara), 
by  check  upon  the  ■    ■        Bank. 

**  JaMWB   WoODflOH.** 

"  Aha  I" 

The  ejaculation  broke  harshly  upon  ike  stQlneas  of  the  roouL 
The  onintell^ble  list  of  sums  was  again  drawn  forth,  and  when 
the  addition  of  the  separate  amounts  opposite  the  initial  "  W,^ 
resulted  in  a  total  exactly  corresponding  with  that  receipted  by 
the  cheeky  the  case  wafi  made  out. 

Eleanor  had,  ever  since  her  marriage,  been  aware  of  her  hue- 
band's  propensity  to  the  Tioe  of  ^gaming ;  but  it  had  never  occa- 
sioned her  serious  anxiety  until  about  three  years  before,  when  he 
lost  a  heavy  sum,  and  the  transaction  reached  her  ears.  A 
stormy  scene  ensued — ^threats  of  separation  from  her,  and  a  fee- 
ble show  of  independence  on  his  side  ;  but  the  contest  ended  in  a 
solemn  promise  from  him  that  hlb  would  never  throw  another  card 
for  pecuniary  loss  or  gain,  and  not  play  at  all,  except  in  mixed 
companies  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  or,  with  a  friend,  at  his  own 
house.  Like  many  other  able  generals,  Mrs.  Moreau  had  an  ex- 
alted idea  of  her  own  influence,  and  the  reality  of  her  apparent 
victories.  In  other  respects,  she  allowed  that  her  spouse  was  dis- 
posed to  be  unstable,  but  that  he  would  knowingly  controvert  her 
designs,  or  willfully  violate  a  compact  made  with  her,  never 
entered  her  busy  brain.  So  entire  was  her  confidence  in  his  good 
faith  in  this  instance,  that  she  was  wont  to  inveigh,  with  virtuous 
strictness,  against  the  prevalence  of  card-playing  and  betting  in 
their  neighborhood,  much  to  the  diversion  of  the  initiated^  whose 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Moreau's  proclivity  and  practice  was  founded 
upon  evidence  more  ooncluaive  than  his  mere  word.  She  had  be- 
stowed many  signs  of  approbation  upon  the  reformed  gambler, 
often  sitting  down  with  him  herself,  to  a  snug  game,  when  she 
fancied  that  he  felt  dull,  or  waa  longing  for  his  accustomed  excite- 
ment. 

Here  was  her  reward  I  duplicity  so  deep,  ingratitude  so  black, 
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infatuation  so  recklesB,  that  even  this  bold,  anscrqpDloas  voman 
stood  aghast.  She  could  scarcely  restrain  the  frantic  effort  to 
arouse  him  from  his  tipsy  slumbers,  and  npbraid  him  with  his 
crime,  learn  the  eltent  of  this  monstrons  TilLuny.  This  was  the 
key  to  the  mysterions  depression  that  had  hnng  about  him  for  so 
long — a  doud,  that  gathered  blackness  daily.  I  Tliis  was  the 
worm  that  was  gnawing  sool  and  body  I  Who  could  say  upon 
what  rerge  of  ruin  and  disgrace  she  and  her  children  might  now 
be  standing  ?  When  she  had  spoken  of  her  innocent  bab^a  iqH 
proach  to  beggary,  it  was  no  hyperbolerof  pas^on,  although  she 
may  have  deemed  it  such. 

Mechanically  she  replaced  the  paper  that  had  showed  her  this 
abyss  of  confusion  and  woe.  There  was  a  rip  in  the  lining  of  the 
pocket-book,  and  through  it  protruded  the  comer  of  a  note,  that 
had,  by  some  means,  found  its  way  to  a  lodgm^t  between  the 
inner  and  outer  leathei^  sides.  Mfs.  Horeau's  prying  fingers  seized 
it  and  extricated  this.  It  was  soiled  and  crumpled,  as  by  toss- 
ing about  in  the  pocket  or  wallet.  A  mortal  pallor  overspread 
the  dark,  hand^me  face,  as  she  read  it— a  look  of  affright  and 
wonder,  surpassing  all  powers  of  description.  It  was  the  scathing 
epistle  penned  to  her,  by  her  brother,  eight  months  back,  concern- 
ing the  loan  he  had  made  to  her  husband  The  insane  fatuity 
that  had  led  to  its  preservation  can  only  be  eipliuned  by  subscrib- 
ing to  the  homely  axiom,  so  nncom^^imentaiy  tb  the  father  of  lies 
— to  wit,  that,  although  zealous  to  get  his  followers  into  mis- 
chief, he  always  leaves  them  to  get  themselves  out.  Mr.  Moreau 
had  never  quite  persuaded  himself  that  the  safe  season  for  destroy- 
ing the  intercepted  missive  had  arrived,  aud  after  tucking  it  into 
the  hiding-place  accidentally«offered  for  its  reception,  he  considered 
that  it  was  as  secure  from  discovery  there,  as  it  would  be  in  the 
fire. 

"  The  mills  of  the  gods  grind  slowly  V 

To  these  significant  words,  Eleanor's  gaze  returned  fixedly 
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And  she  and  hers  wero  fbod  for  these  ayeDging  ei^es  I  Through 
all  these  year^  pf  oatward  prosperity  an^  inward  vain^lorying, 
the  bloodhoonds  had  been  upon  her  traxk  I  There  was  a  brief 
paralysis  of  abject  terror— of  deadly  despair  ;  then,  the  tion-spirit 
rallied,  not  to  sustain,  bat  to  resist  its  sentepce.  What  waa  this 
mommery  aboat  retribution — ^tbis  senseless  analogy  between  her 
state,  and  that  of  the  yolgarians,  whose  foUy  and  presumption  had 
ended  inmost  d^radation — ^bttt  tlft  ravings  of  a  crasy  xqan, .whose 
fancies  had  made  him  the  kughing-stock  of  reasonable  peqde  ? 
Who  else  could  ever  have  espied  any  connection  between  the 
death  of  a' delinquent  debtor  of  a  fever,  and  Mr.  Moreaa's  hum- 
bling him^lf  to  solicit  a  loan  of  his  wealthy  brotheivin-law  ? 

With  a  sneeritag  laugh,  «he  tore  the  billet  into  bits  and  threw 
them  into  the  fire.  In  an  hour  more,  she  was  seated  at  breakfast, 
at  Mrs.  Bashleigh's  right  hand,  listening  and  replying  with  a  pla- 
cid countenance  to  the  Colonel's  inquiries  and  r^ets  on  account 
of  her  husband's  sickness. 

"  He  will  be  well  enough  to  go  with  us  to  Mr.  Wickham's  to 
dmner — ^will  he  not  ?"  said  Katherine. 

"  I  hope  so.  Still,  these  serere  spells  of  sick  headache  shake 
one  so  fearfully  (hat  even  should  the  pain  subade,  it  may  not  be 
prudent  for  him  to  mingle  in  a  gay  party  this  eyening.  If  he 
remains  at  home,  I,  as  a  dutiful,  affectionate  wife,  shall  stay  also; 
but  you  must  not  suffer  our  movements  to  affect  yours.  Do  you 
think  that  you  will  feel  equal  to  going  out,  my  dear  madam  ?" 

"  1  shall  pass  the  evemng  here,"  rejoined  Mrs.  Rashleigh. 

"  1  have  an  idea  T'  exclaimed  Eleanor,  seeking,  by  factitious 
gaiety,  to  dissemble  her  true  feeling.  '^You,  uncle,  can  escort 
Katherine  and  our  good  Mrs.  Holt,. here,  to  your  friend's  house 
to  dinner.  ]^|rs.  Rashleigh  and  myself,  with  Mr.  Moreau  as  our 
cavalier,  will  join  yon  to-night  at  the  theatre.  It  was  a  part  of 
your  plan  to  attend  the  play-^was  it  not  ?"  to  Katherine. 

"  Yes.    Pladde  is  called  a  fine  actor.    Mr.  Wickham's  pratsee 
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of  Mmjand  his  company  have  made  me  more  than  carionB-— anx- 
iojQS  to  witness  their  performances.  Ton  know  my  liking  for  the 
histrieoic  art.  If  it  is  an  -nnworthy  taste,  Mrs.  Holt  is  to  be  cen- 
sored.    She  introduced  me  to  Shalcspeare." 

''  The  legitimate  drama  is  an  appropriate  study  for  the  wisest 
of  philososophers/'  obs^nred  Colonel  BasMeigh.  "  It  presents  an 
ample  field  for  the  investigalion  of  homan  nature.  It  inculcates 
a  love  for  virtue  and  abhorrence  of  vice,  and  portrays  the  benefi- 
cent effects  of  one,  and  the  punishment  of  the  other  in  so  re-mar- 
karble  a  manner,  as  cannot  but  have  a  salutary  influence  upon  the 
mind  and  heart." 

"  A  summary  of  human  life — ^an  abstract  of  human  experi- 
ence I''  said  Katherine. 

.  And,  to  her  annoyance,  Mrs.  Holt  glided  off  into  the  smooth 
tide  of  trite  quoti^tion — . 

"  An  the  world^s  a  stage, 
And  all  the  men  and  women  merely  playenK> 
^hey  hare  their  exits  and  their  entrances, 
And  one  man,  in  his  1im6,  plays  many  parts.'* 

Mr.  Moreau  awoke  at  noon,  with  a  headache,  a  parched, 
woolly  mouth,  and  a  sense  of  something  dreadfol,  past,  present,  or 
to  come,  ffltting  heavily  upon  his  soul.  His  wife  waited  upon  him 
with  portentous  calmness.  8he  let  him  shave,  dress  and  drink 
the  coffee  she  had  ordered  for  his  breakfast,  without  a  syllable  of 
rebuke.  But,  when  he  divided  the  burden  of  his  trembling  limbs 
between  his  chair  and  the  fender,  and  proceeded  to  fill  his  pipe  for 
a  composing  smoke,  she  opened  her  battery. 

Even  his  muddled  intellect  perceived  the  futility  of  denial ;  the 
folly  of  any  feint  at  excuse.  His  tongtie  was,  for  once,  too  thick 
for  falsehood.  He  sat,  cowed  and  dumb,  pressing  the  unlighted 
tobacco  into  the  bowl  of  his  pipe  ;  the  wet  hair  clinging  closely  to 
his  reddened  forehead ;  his  eyes,  bloodshot  and  watery,  cast  down* 
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ward  npon  his  faandsi  and  let  chaige,  proof,  rerdict  and  Titaper^ 
lion  pour  in  upon  him  like  fiery  haU.  Now  and  then  a  wince  or 
a  shiver  showed  that  he  was  not  altogether  deadened  to  a  sense  of 
pain.  This  happened  once,  when  she  demanded  where  he  obtained 
the  deposit  ftom  which  Woodson  was  to  draw  liquidation  of  his 
claim.  He  shook  then^  as  with  a  tertian  iLgae,  and  mumbled 
something — ^impertinentlj  enough  his  wife  thought — ^to  the  par- 
port  that  the  "  least  said  about  that  was  86one8t  mended.'' 

Bis  agitation  subsided,  instead  of  increasing,  when  she  retorted, 
with'  a  savage  aceent,  that  she  "supposed  it  was  a  reserve  sum, 
set  aside  for  such  contingencies  oat  of  the  money  lent  by  her 
brother.  It  was  a  highly  consist^t  use  to  make  of  gains  which 
had  been  employed  as  a  medium  of  wanton  insult  to  the  wife  he 
had  not  the  manliness  to  defend.''  From  this  she  guanoed,  as  an 
exqui^te  instrument  of  torture,  to  the  silvery  curl  she  had  found  in 
his  pocket-book,  expatiating  upon  the  perverted  moral  instinct  of 
the  unnatural  father,  who  could  lay  this  memento  of  his  spotless 
babe  by  such  records  of  evil  dealing  as  occupied  ^e  next  compart- 
ment. If  these  were  the  associations  with  which  she  was  to  be 
brought  in  contact,  it  were  better  that  she  should  die  before  their 
influence  polluted  her  pure  nature.  Not  that  ke  would  regret  this 
event  1  His  conduct  was  decisive  as  to  his  sentiments  toward  his 
unhappy  family.  They  could  be  nothing  but  an  encumbrance,  a 
hateful  dog,  upon  the  hands  of  a  gentleman  of  pleasure" 

"  For  Heaven's  sake,  Eleanor  P  he  interposed,  imploringly — 
''  Don't  say  that  I  I  am  a  scoundrel  I  a  wretch  that  deserves 
everything  else  that  yon  have  said  and  the  gaUows  beside.  But  I 
,do  love  my  children,  and  I  never  meant  to  wrong  yon  1  The 
Lord  knows  I  never  did  I  Wicked  as  I  am,  the  thought  of  baby 
Nelly's  sweet  face  almost  breaks  my  heart  I.  I  wish  I  had  died 
before  she  was  bom.  I  should  have  been  saved  from  the  sin  of 
robbing  that  one  of  my  babies," 

He  rubbed  his  hand  over  his  eyes. 
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^Fine  words  and  theatrical  ain  oocit  notbing,"  Eleanor 
lissumed.  A  fraction  of  the  remorse  and  upright  mtentions  he 
BOW  expressed,  would,  if  reduced  to  practice  ia  season,  have 
flared  hixa  and  them  from  ignommions  povertj.  Now,  the  most 
cheering  anticipation  any' of  his  household  conld  experience  with 
T^&rd  to  him  was  the  hope  that  some  barrier  conld  be  erected 
that  wooM  prerent  all  future  intarcoursebetween  himself  and  the 
innocent  creatures  he  had  so  baselj  Injured*  Eor  her  part,  she 
was  in  a  frame  of  mind  to  pray,  that  none  of  her  poor,  defrauded, 
disgraced  children  should  ever  see  agam  the  fibce  of  him,  they 
were  instructed  to  call  by  the  holy  name  of ''  fitiher." 

"  Eleanor  I''  he  said,  hoarsely — "  You  do  not — /on  cannot 
mean  thai !    Do  not  drive  me  to  desperation  I    Take  it  back  I'' 

"  Not  one  word  of  it  I''  She  confronted  him  with  eyes  that 
burned  luridly.  ''  Not  one  word  of  it  J  I  say  it  would  hare  been 
well  for  them  nerer  to  haye  seen  you,  and  that  the  greatest  bless- 
ing which  could  come  to  them  would  be  nerer  to  meet  or  hear  of 
you  again  in  this  world    Make  what  you  will  of  it  V 

He  gaye  her  a  long,  piteous  stare' ;  then  reached  down  his  hat 
from  the  mantel  and  slouched  it  oyer  his  brows,  put  on  his  cloak 
and  went  out  unsteadily,  like  a  sleep-walker  near  his  awakening. 

Eleanor  sent  a  jeering  laugh  after  hhn. 

"  Don't  forget  the  tragedy  to-night  J" 

Then  she  was  alone  with  her  raging  passions,  and  they  rayened 
upon  her  at  their  mad,  fierce  wUl. 

In  the  family  circle,  she  maintained  the  hollow  show  of  smiling 
decorum.  Katherine  had  not  attended  party  or  assembly  since 
her  illness,  until  this  eyening,  and  the  g^lish  pleasure  of  seeing 
herself  again  arrayed  in  gala  costume  was  manifest  in  her  richer 
bloom  and  sparkling  eyes.  Her  dress  was  blue  satin,  of  the  shade 
now  called  ''  mazarine,''  trimmed  near  the  bottom  of  the  skirt 
with  a  band  of  black  velyet,  a  quarter  of  a  yard  deep  ;  the  pnfifs 
of  her  sleeyes  were  caught  up  with  loops  of  the  same  material 
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and  it  edged  the  wide,  flowing  ends  of  her  saah.  Her  hair  was 
knotted  high  np  at  the  back  of  her  head,  secorc^  by  the  tall  comb 
wjiose  ornamented  top  .added  more  than  an  kich  to  her  stature. 
A  pearl  spray  confined  the  carls  upon  the  left  temple,  and  she  wore 
a  necklace  of  larger  pearls.  The  rarely  fine  lace  in  which  Mrs. 
Rashleigh  bad  the  reputation  of  bemg  a  connoisseor,  composed 
her  stomacher  and  peeped  out  belew.  her  sleeves.  Blue  satin 
slippers  and  white  silk  stockings  ;  a  faa  of  carred  irory  and  rice 
paper— a  fragile,  carious  toy — ^and  long  kid  gloves  supplied  the  fin- 
ishing touches  to  the  toilette  of  this  favorite  of  beauty  and  fortune. 
The  Colonel  had  bestowed  far  more  thought  upon  his. dross  than 
Eatherinc^s  had  cost  her.  A  broad-skirted  coat  of  dove-colored 
cloth,  with  immense  buttons  of  mother  of  pearl,  a  waistcoat  of 
white  silk,  embroidered  with  lavender  ;  breeches  like  the  coat, 
with  silver  knee-buckles,  wJiite  stockings  and  high-heeled  pumps, 
would  ezdte  the  derision  of  fiishionable  circles  now.  Then,  they 
formed  an  appropriate  garb  for  the  portly  English  gentleman  ;  nor 
was  the  powdered  hiur  inadmissible  in  the  best  society,  although 
it  had  ceaseii  to  be  the  '*  mode.'' 

"  I  wish  the  young  gentlemen  dressed  as  well  as  you  do,  papa  I" 
sidd  Katherine;  saucily.  "  Costume,  as  an  art,  is  going  out  of 
fashion,  I  am  afraid — among  the  gentlemen,  I  mean.  With  ladies, 
it  must  remain  a  perpetual  study,  until  the  end  of  time — and 
toOettes  I  I  am  ludicrously  reminded  of  a  humming-bird  when  a 
modem  dainty  gent  flourishes  up  to  me  on  tiptoe,  bedecked  in  a 
peargreen  coat,  a  blue  waidtcoat,  and,  perhaps,  light4)rown  panta- 
loons, and  prays  me  to  exhibit  myself  in  the  next  dance  with  him. 
It  is  a  call  upon  my  moral  courage  to  say  '  Tes '  to  such  a  re- 
quest. Happily,  there  is  no  dancing  at  a  dinner-party  or  the 
theatre,  and  I  can  have  the  best-dressed  gentleman  in  the  com- 
pany, for  my  beau-especial,"  with  a  mock-respectful  courtesy  to 
her  father. 

He  tapped  her  cheek,  laughingly.    "  And  I  see  no  reason  why 
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I  should  Aot  be  Tain  of  my  daughter,  also.  What  say  yon, 
mamma  7  Is  not  the  little  witch .  going  to  snrprise  ns  yet,  by 
growing  into  a  moderately  fine  woman  7" 

'<  I  will  not  submit  to  snch  faint  praise  1"  cried  Katherine. 
''  When  everybody  says  I  am  the  expxfiss  image  of  what  manmia 
was,  at  my  age  I  I  allow  that  she  is  handsomer  now,.  Is  she  a 
'  moderately  fine  woman/  papa  7" 

The  Colonel  looked  -at  his  queenly  wife  with  undisguised 
pride. 

"She  is  always  the  '  iaireet,  discretest^  best '  of  l^er  sex,  in  my 
eyes.'' 

It  was  seldom  that  his  manner  to  her  was  caressing  la  the  pre- 
sence of  others  ;  but,  as  he  said  this,  he  stooped  over  and  kissed 
her  brow. 

"  I  shall  not  expect  certainly  to  meet  you  at  the  play.  Much 
as  I  should  enjoy  your  society  there,  I  should  be  displeased  were 
you  to  risk  your  valuable  health  by  going.  Tkat  is  the  first 
consideration." 

Katherine  had  bidden  her  mother,  "  good  evening,"  and  was  at 
the  door,  when  Mrs.  Moreau  warned  her  playfully,  ''not  to  lose 
her  heart." 

**  Unless  I  can  bring  home  one  worth  twice  as  much — you 
would  say,  I  suppose  7"  ^d  she,  looking  back,  with  a  bright 
glance  her  mother  never  forgot. 

Mrs.  Moreau  and  Mrs.  Bashleigh  resumed  the  light  work  that 
bad  employed  their  fingers,  when  the  diners-out  entered  to  pay 
their  adieux.  Mrs.  Moreau  talked  volubly  and  sometimes  un- 
meaningly. Mrs.  Rashleigh  appeared  to  listen,  and  when  she 
could  not,  without  direct  rudeness,  do  otherwise,  spoke  a  few 
words.  The  uncongenial  colloquy  was  interrupted  by  a  servant, 
who  informed  Mrs.  Rashleigh  that  a  gentleman  wished  to  speak 
with  her,  as  Colonel  Rashleigh  was  firom  home. 

"  Show  him  up  I    Keep  your  seat  P  said  the  lady  to  Eleanor, 
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after  a  glimpse  of  the  person,  who  was  just  without  the  door, 
showed  her  that  he  was  a  stranger. 

He  was  a  ciyil  yoong  man,  who  introdtioed  hhnself  sensibly 
and  without  any  affectation  of  difBdence. 

**  My  name,  madam,  is  Cramp  ;  I  am  a  deric  in  the Bank, 

and  I  was  sent  here  to  acquaint  Colonel  Baslileigh  with  the  fiict 
that  8aq>icioos  are  entertained  of  the  genuineness  of  a  cheque 
bearing  his  signature,  which  was  presented  to  day.  We  are  not 
BO  familiar  with  his  handwriting  as  to  be  positiTe  of  the  forgery. 
Indeed,  the  cashier,  being  pressed  with  business  at  the  time,  paid 
OTer  the  money,  without  close  inspection  of  the  cheque.  It  was 
not  until  subsequent  examination  excited  his  doubts  that  it  was 
decided  to  refer  the  matter  to  Colonel  Bashleigh," 

"  Have  you  the  cheque  with  you  V 

"  I  haye,  madam,"  taking  out  his  pocket-book.  "  Since  Colonel 
Kashleigh  is  out,  and  promptitiide  may  be  necessary,  if  we  wish 
to  apprehend  the  foxger,  or  get  back  the  money,  and  you,  no 
doubt,  know  Colonel  Rashleigh's  signature  perfectly  well,  madam, 
will  you  have  the  goodness  to  examine  this  paper  ?'' 

It  was  worded  thus — 

*  *  Pay  to  Bobert  Moreftu  or  order  the  gam  of  seyen  hundred  and  aUtj 
doIUn  ($760). 

**HkNBT  L.  RlfiKLBieK.** 

At  a  casual  glance,  it  might  read&y  pass  for  a  facHsfknOe  of  the 
Colonel's  characteristic  autography.  His  wife  detected  the  coun- 
terfeit on  the  instant,  and  that  she  did  so.  Was  seen  by  both 
the  lookers  on,  who  watched  her  with  such  diyerse  emotions. 

The  bank  offidal  respected  the  honest  indignation  at  the  liberty 
taken  with  her  husband's  name  and  funds,  that  hurried  the  crim- 
son oyer  the  wife's  face,  until  then  colorless  as  alabaster,  and  the  . 
prudent  self-control  that  compressed  the  mouth  to  shut  back  the 
unguarded  speech  that  would  haye  forestalled  the  course  of  justice 
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Eleanor  realized,  as  by  a  lightning  flash,  that  her  bnshand's 
reputation  was  in  the  hands  of  one  upon  whose  leniency  he  had 
no  hold.  From  the  moment  of  the  man's  stating  his  errand,  the 
trath  had  cnrdled  the  blood  arouid  her  heart,  and  remembering 
her  husband's  ezpressLon  at  her  inqniries  aboat  the  dieck  given 
to  Woodson,  she  felt  that  her  suspicions  had  been  slow  in  awakenr 
ing.  Her  inner  sight  read  every  word  of  the  forged  peipet  as 
plainly  as  did  Mrs.  Bashleigh's  eyes,  while  her  bodily  Tision, 
strained  to  acnteness  by  mental  agony,  recognized  the  endorse- 
ment upon  the  reverse  of  the  note — "  Robert  Morean.'' 

Would  that  stem  woman  never  speak  7  Why  feign  to  scru- 
tinize what  she  had  condemned  at  sight  ?  Did  policy  withhold 
her  sentence  ?  It  was  not  mercy.  The  gentlest  of  divine  attri- 
butes never  softened  such  eyes  as  those. 

"It  is  my  impresEdon,"  said  Mrs.  Rashleigh,  slowly,  ''that 
Colonel  Bashleigh  did  not  write  this.  I  am,  however,  not  dis- 
posed to  affirm  that  he  did  not.  I  prefer  that  you  retain  the 
paper,  and  call  upon  him  early  to-morrow  morning  ;  he  will  not 
be  in  again,  until  late  to-night." 

''  Cannot  you  inform  me  where  he  may  be  found  at  present, 
madam  ?    Delays  are  dangerous." 

*'  1  will  take  the  responsibility  of  this  one." 

Awed  by  her  dignity,  he  begged  pardon  and  retreated.  Mra 
Bashleigh  took  up  her  needle  once  more. 

"  It  is  growing  colder,"  she  said,  glandng  out  of  the  wm- 
dow. 

"  Was  that  note  a  forgery  ?"  asked  Eleanor,  in  a  discordost 
voice. 

''  It  wds."  Mrs.  Rashleigh  answered  as  unconcernedly  as  she 
had  remarked  upon  the  weather. 

"  Do  you  know  who  wrote  it  ?" 

"  I  do." 

"Whor 
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"  Your  hiisbaQd  I" 

There  was  a  pause.  Eleanor  was  literally  wrung  with  angotBli. 
She  bowed  her  face  upon  her  knees  and  groaned — an  outbreak  of 
passionate  woe,  thott  seemed  to  rend  the  heart  as  it  escaped. 
Then,  she  lifted  herself  and  asked — still  in  thathaish  kej : 

**  What  do  you  mean  to  do  with  him  V 

A  thrill  of  unhallowed  joy  ran  through  the  frame  of  the 
Nemesis — she  was  acknowledged  as  the  arbiter  of  her  enemy's 
fatei 

Her  voice  was  untremulous.  "  It  is  Colonel  Badileigh's  affiedr 
-r-notmine." 

"  But  your  influence  oyer  him  is  unbounded." 

''  I  never  interfere  in  his  business." 

"  What  do  you  think  that  he  wiU  do  7" 

<*  I  presume  that  he  will  let  the  law  take  its  course." 

"  And  the  penalty  is  " 

"  The  penitentiary." 

"  Yon  are  not  in  earnest  f"  said  the  half-crazed  woman. 

"  Is  it  likely  that  I  would  jest  on  such  a  subject  ?" 

Her  coolness  was  maddening ;  her  slight,  scornful  smile  piti- 
less as  death. 

''  For  the  love  of  mercy  I"  cried  Eleanor,  crushed  to  her  knees 
by  the  view  of  the  gulf  at  her  feet.  "  If  you  have  one  £|>ark  of 
womanly  feeling,  think  of  your  own  child,  and  pity  my  little  ones." 

''  They  are  truly  unfortunate,  but  not  more  so  than  others  have 
been.  Mr.  Moreau  can  blame  no  one  except  himself,  for  their 
degradation." 

"  I  know  it,  but  he  is  weaknoiinded,  and  easily  led  astray.  He 
has  been  fearfully  tempted.  Bepresent  to  his  uncle  that  this  is 
his  first  oJQfence'  of  this  kind.  What  is  this  paltry  sum  to  a  man 
of  his  wealth  7  If  he  will  pass  this  over,  and  save  my  husband,  I 
promise  solemnly,  that  he  shall  be  repaid,  if  we  are  made  home- 
less by  so  doing.    Will  you  not  plead  for  us  7" 
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She  said  all  this  kneeling  upon  the  floor — humbled  in  the  doBt 
— ^her  eyes  lifted  toward  the  stony  features  of  the  advocate  ishe 
soaght  to  enlist. 

"  '  His  first  offence  of  this  kind  I'  In  what  class  of  offences 
am  I  then  to  place  the  letter  written  in  the  name  of  his  brother- 
in-law,  which  you'  showed  to  mj  daughter  ?  Why  do  you  sit 
there  f  Get  up  and  answer,  for  this  is  but  the  beginning  of  the 
account  between  us." 

The  total  alteration  in  her  countenance  and  tone,  struck 
Eleanor,  ezdted  as  she  was.    She  obeyed. 

"  The  letter  I  the  letter  I"  she  replied,  to  gain  time,  "  I  do  not 
remember  it." 

"I  mean  the  qpistle  suggested  by  yourself — ^penned  by  your 
husband,  and  read  by  Katherine,  while  she  was  at  Montrouge 
last  fall.    Were  you  the  principal  in  the  matter,  or  was  he  V 

"  It  was  William  Sancroft's  proposal." 

"And  you  condescended  to  follow  where  so  contemptible  a 
replile  crawled.  There  is  a  paper  whidi  you  may  return  to  Mr. 
Moreau.  He  left  it  upon  my  desk  at  Briarwood,  the  day  you 
called  to  invite  Katherine  to  your  house.  His  head  was  so  full 
of  his  master-piece,  that  he  could  not  refrain  from  practising  his 
penmanship,  wherever  and  whenever  he  found  paper  and  pen 
ready  to  his  hand.  That  is  a  better  imitation  of  your  brother's 
signature  that  Mr.  Moreau  achieved  of  his  uncle's  in  the  check 
I  examined  just  now.  Yon  ought  to  be  very  proud  of  his  talents 
as  a  scribe." 

The  cruel  taunt  was  unheeded ;  Eleanor  was  constrained  to 
look  at  the  sheet  handed  to  her.  It  was  scribbled  over  with  un- 
connected words,  among  which — "Ben  Lomond" — "My  dear 
Eleanor,"  "  Malcolm,"  "  Malcohn  Argyle,"  "  Miss  Rashleigh," 
occurred — all  in  a  feigned  hand,  bearing  so  close  a  resemblance 
to  Malcolm's  that  it  was  impossible  to  suppose  it  an  accidental 
coincidence. 
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"  Whom  the  gods  wish  to  destroy,  they  first  make  mad,"  was 
a  prorerhr  that  might  well  be  placed,  in  this  connection,  alongside 
of  the  one  which  her  brother's  Toice  now  seemed  to  reiterate  in 
Eleanor's  ear. 

"  Yon  poisoned  my  child's  mind  against  a  trae  and  fond  loTer. 
Is  it  this  which  I  am  to  remember 'to  beget  in  me  pity  for  yonr 
children  ?  He  was  driren  firom  his  home  by  her  r^'ection,  and 
her  mental  suffering  produced  the  illness  which  had  well-nigh 
made  me  childless.*  Are  yonr  'little  ones'  to  reap  the  benefit 
of  this  reflection  f  What  think  yon  ?  Woold  a  mother  be 
likely  to  spare  the  mnrderess  of  her  danghter  f  Look  at  me, 
Eleanor  Aigyle !  Ca/n  a  wife  epare  the  mnrderess  of  her 
hnsband  ?" 

At  her  almost  forgotten  maiden-name,  Eleanor  did  look  Qp« 
She  saw  a  form,  instinct  with  sooh  energy,  an  eye,  dilate  with 
such  wrath,  as  metamorphosed  the  cold,  langud  invalid  into  a 
Pythoness,  breathing  vengeance. 

"  Who  are  yon  7"  sheWd,  shrinking  from  the  apparition. 

"The  'cobbler's  wife,'  whom  you  scorned  1  the  suppliant, 
whose  prayer  for  her  husband's  life  you  denied,  and  added  insult 
to  your  denial  I  You  may  quake  and  stare  at  me  !  It  is  as  I 
have  said.  Your  punishment  has  slumbered  long,  but  it  is  upon 
you  now.  The  man  whom  yon  have  married  assailed  me— an 
unprotected,  sorrowing  woman — ^with  his  infamous  gallantries, 
and  your  jealousy  at  hearing  that  he  had  been  seen  with  me 
fanned  your  dislike  mto  fury.  Your  father's  tool — as  your  father 
was  yours — ^was  that  disgrace  to  mankind,  SancrofL  Between 
you,  you  thrust  an  innocent,  dying  man  into  a  prison,  from  which 
death,  more  merciful  than  any  of  your  band,  released  him.  Hare 
I  forgotten  you  or  yonr  accomplice  ?  Have  yon  heard  nothing 
of  the  pending  investigation  of  his  later  knaveries,  which  will 
blast  his  character  forever,  if  it  does  not  consign  him  to  a  febm's 
cell  ?    Are  you  aware,  that  even  had  your  husband  nelter  com* 
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mitted  this  foigerj,  he  could  not  have  escaped  similar  disgrace  ? 
Instigated  by  his  evil  spirit,  William  Sancroft,  he  purloined  from 
Colonel  Bashleigh's  lawyer  the  papers  that  would  hare  conyicted 
his  Mend's  father.  And  I — ^J-— mind  yon  I  followed  him  up, 
until  the  evidence  establishing  his  guilt  was  obtained.  He  has 
virtually  confessed  the  deed,  but  it  was  superfluous  testimony. 
This  is  the  solution  of  his  shyness  in  my  company — ^the  downcast 
eyes  and  sullen  shamefacedness  that  have  troubled  and  angered 
you.  Are  you  jealous  now  of  my  influence  over  him  7  Your 
otm  is  not  greater  P 

Eleanor  had  caught  the  back  of  a  chair,  and  leaned  her  face 
upon  it ;  her  breath  coming  in  sharp,  loud  gaq)6,  like  the  snffo^ 
eating  sobs  of  one  dr6wning. 

**1  have  been  patient — ^very  patient  I  a  patience  that  has 
stolen  away  my  health  and  yonih^  made  me  old,  while  yet  in  my 
prime.  But  I  knew  that  it  #ould  come — ^the  day  and  hour  of 
the  avenging  angel  I  Is  it  still  your  wish  that  I  should  be  your 
intercessor  with  your  uncle  ?" 

No  answer  except  the  hysterical  gasping. 

''  He  has  been  the  unconsdous  instrument  in  the  grasp  of  Fate. 
In  what  he  has  done  in  providing  for  my  child  and  myself, 
and  in  removing  to  this  country,  he  was  unmoved  by  any  know- 
ledge of  Bessy  Hale's  wrongs,  or  her  oath  of  vengeance.  He 
never  knew  that  Mark  Hale  died  in  prison,  as  truly  by  your 
hands  as  if  you  had  stabbed  him  to  the  heart.  It  is  not  to  his 
pity  that  I  owe  my  position,  nor  his  sense  of  justice  that  has 
accomplished  your  humiliation.  No  I  it  was  Destiny,  and  it  is 
victorious  1" 

When,  after  a  prolonged  stillness,  Eleanor  raised  her  head,  the 
short  winter's  afternoon  was  darkening  into  night,  and  she  was 
alone.  « 
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The  theatre  was  a  blaze  of  Ifgbt,  and  crowded  firom  pit  to 
roof.  Never  had  a  more  brilliant  aasmblage  been  gathered 
within  its  walls.  It  was  the  camiral  of  the  TolatQe,  pleasure- 
loTing  South,  and  the  leaders  in  its  gaieties,  the  yonng,  the 
beantifnl,  and. the  opnlent ;  the  ilite  of  the  capital's  fashion  and 
intelligence  were  here,  to  offer  an  oration  to  a  favorite  actor.  In 
whatever  direction  the  eye  moved,  it  was  greeted  bj  gay  colors, 
flashing  jewels,  and  brighter  smiles,  and  the  joyous  hum  that 
arose  from  the  throng  was  like  the  distant  sound  of  laughing, 
leaping  waters. 

Conspicuous  among  the  many  beauties  that  adorned  the  boxes, 
was  Kathenne  Rashleigh.  Over  an  India  shawl  she  wore  an 
ermine  tippet,  and  both  having  been  thrown  back,  on  account  of 
the  warmth  of  the  house,  the  white  fur  circled  plump  shoulders, 
that  were  not  shamed  by  its  purity.  Her  head  was  covered  by  a 
white  satin  hat,  with  plmnes,  its  wide,  round  brim  permitting  a 
fair  view  of  her  face,  over  which  the  dimples  and  blushes  were 
coming  and  going  in  enchanting  succession. 

Her  attire,  with  its  warm,  bright  hues,  all  so  becoming  to  hef 
style  of  beauty,  was  set  off  by  contrast  with  the  dress  of  her 
friend,  Miss  Wickham,  who  sat  by  her.  She  was  a  gentie-look- 
ing  girl,  whose  choice  of  tints  evinced  her  modest  taste  and  an 
appreciation  of  what  best  suited  her  pensive  loveliness.  Her  hat 
and  feathers  were  mouse-color,  the  former  lined  with  pink  satin, 
and  tied  under  her  chin  with  pink  ribbons.    Hcf  cloak  and  furs 
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jtist  matched  tbct  bat  anjshiadeKU^  did  also  htirjdress  of  delicatelj- 
fine  cambric,  a  Htaterial  much'  in  Togne  at  that  date.  At  the 
back  of  the- seat,  fitood  her  betrothed  Iovqt,  Lieatenant  Calyerti 
whose-  knr-tOBod  £onv%raatio&  bronght  up  a  happy  glow  to  her 
transparsDt  Bkhx,  aknost-  as  ^vnd  as .  the  carmii^e  of  Miss  Rash* 
iefgh's  eon^lerion.  "^     .     ' 

.  KatheriBe's  impidami  temperameiit  was  ^m<^eued  to  exhilan^ 
tien  by  the  fipl^ndor.of.  the  0e«[ie  and  the  billowy  mormnr.  She 
conld  have  dapped  her  bands>  and  soreai&ed  in  childish  ahaauUm 
of  delight,  and  since  fhe  rtiiafit  curb  this  madcap  inclination,  she 
talked  fast  «nd  metrily  .wkh  the  udmirers  who  pressed  into  Mr. 
Wlckham^  box,  to  crare  an  intxodvction  to  4;he  new  star.  The 
Colonel;  was,in  his  glory,  and  m  the  plenitude  of  his  complacency, 
)ie.made  it  a  point  of  conscieace  aad'politeness  to  address  some 
flonorona  pbttftiide  to  each  fresh,  comer,  who  sweUed  his  dangh- 
tor's  train, 

''  A  gay  scene^  sir  i"  he  informed  one.  **  I  was  not  prepared 
fbr  sach  an  array  of  beanty  in  a  ^yindal  town."   . 

.  V  There  are  some  £e-max4uirbly  haodsome  ladies  here  to-night," 
he  observed  to  another— while  to  a  third,  he  imparted,  semi-con- 
fidentially,  his  opinion  that  the  goyernor  of  the  commonwealth, 
who  occupied  a  neighboring  box,  was  **  a  man  of  distingoished 
bearing — eiidently  one  of  nature's  noblemen." 

While  the  performers  were  apon  the  Btage«  his  attention  was 
courteously  crltical*<~for  had  he  not  seen  Gaarick — "a  most 
extraordinary  man  and  actor  I"  as  he  enlightened  every  one  near 
him,  between  the  second  and  third  acts. 

Katherine  was  never  ashamed  df  her  father.  She  rightly 
regarded  his  faults  and  idiosyncrasies  as  trifling  blemishes  upon 
a  charaeter  whose  main  traits  were  generous  and  admirable. 
From  her  mother  and  her  natiye  tact,  she  had  learned  to  divert 
the  current  of  his  ideas  when  it  set  too  decidedly  in  the  direction 
9f  the  ridicoloos.  ' 

21 
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**  See,  papa.P  she  fiud^  toocbing  Uaelbow,  as  he  sto<yd  np  ia 
the  front  of  the  bdx.  **  1%  not  4;hat  Coosin  Robert  ia  the  upper 
tier— across  the  boose  ?" 

The  Colonel  looked,  as  she  directed,  and  saw  his  nephew  seated 
between  Sancrofb  and.Woodsen,  neighbor^  whom  Katherine  had 
not  obserred  when  she  Spoke.  .    ' 

The  nncle  frowned.  "  It  is  himself— •certainly.  Tonr  mother 
decided  Tery  prudently  taremain  at  home,  I  imagiiie.  I  am.db^' 
pleased  at  Robert's  pabHc  appearance  with  a  " — -^  . 

Katherine'a  wamhig  finger  reminded  him  where  he  waSy  and 
smothering  his  disap[»robation,  be  bestowed^  xme  more  sev^on 
glance  upon  the  culprit,  and.gaTe  his  attention  anew  to  the 
stage. 

ELatherine  scanned  her  cousin  more  particularly.  She  thought 
it  strange  that,  when  his  wife  had  made  hiis  recovery  the  condi- 
tion of  her  coming  out  this  eyening,  that  he  should  be  here  with- 
out her.  His  temporary  sickness  had  worsted  him  gurprisiBgly  ; 
but,  making  allowances  for  thi^and  the  unfekTorable  effect  of  hlb 
disordered  dress  and  unkempt  hair,  there  was  something  about 
him  which  she  could  not  understand.  His  face  was  red,  in  spite 
of  its  haggard  lines,  and  she  coirid  see  that  he  talked  noisily, 
constantly  interrupting  himself  and  attracting  the  notiee  of  those 
about  him  by  bursts  of  laughter.  His  companions  were  more 
quiet,  and  from  Sancroft's  gesture,  she  imagined  that  he  several 
times  pointed  out  her  father  to  his  boisterous  comrade,  with 
injunction^  to  more  decorous  behavior.  She  was  glad  to  turn 
from  the  contemplation  of  the  trio,  to  the  wdU-bred  group  sur- 
rounding her,  and  forget  tl&t  there  were  such  existing  evils  ns 
wine-bibbing  and  bad  company. 

The  play  was  heartily  applauded — ^not  merely  for  the  merits  of 
the  various  performers-~-etill  less  for  its  intrinsic  interest,  but  it 
had  been  translated  from  the  French  by  a  Richmond  citizen,  and 
there  was  a  imiversal  desire  to  ^courage  and  reward  a  home 


K  B  H  S  B  1 8  •  483 

{vodnetiOQ.  It  was  ibUowed  by  two  comie  songs  and  two  dances, 
the  latter  by  Miss  Placide,  wbose  modesfc  and  agile  performance 
wflis  extravagantly  admired  by  the  gentlemen  portion  of  the 
spectatois:  .  " 

**  To  which  will  be  added  (for  Ihe  first  time  here),  the  favorite 
New  Pantomime  of  Raymond  and  Agnes,  or  the  Bleeding  Nun," 
read  Catherine  from-the  play-ML    ''  Oh,  delightful  P* 

"  Do  yon  like  pantomime,?"  asked  Lieutenant  Calvert. 

"  Very  much.    Yon  sptA  as  if  yon  did  not." 

''i  like  what  I  can  understand  of  it ;  but  unless  the  actots  are 
superlativdj  good,  so  much  of  it  is  unintelligible  that  I  lose  the 
connection,  and,  of  course,  all  interest  in  the  piece." 

"  You  cannot^  well  lose  your  way  liere,"  observed  Miss  Wick- 
ham.  "  The  explanatory  abstract  of  the  legend  is  Teally  amus- 
ing in  its  exactness.  H^ar  I  *  The  mother  of  Agnes,  the  late 
countess,  portrayed  in  the  habit  of  a.  nun.  The*  Count  enters, 
Tjewing  the  picture  with  agitation.  Ejaeels  to  implore  forgiveness 
for  the  murder" 

''I  think  we  might  have  been  trusted  to  discover  the  'agita* 
tion^  for  ourselves,"  returned  Kathenne.  "The. Count  must  be 
a  poor  actor,  or  we  very  dull  observers,  if  we  could  not  perceive 
that  he' was  moved  at  sight  of  the  picture." 

"  What  a  hypercritical  set  you  are  1"  interposed  Mr.  Wickham, 
"  You  forget  that^  to  those  who  are  trnfamniar  with  the  legend 
upon  which  this  dumb  show  is  founded,  the  copious  sketch  here 
given  will  be  invaluable.  For  myself,  I  confess,  that  with  Lieute- 
nant Calvert,  I  need  a  guide^board  at  every  turn  of  a  performance 
like  this.  Agitation  on  the  stage,  and  off'  it,  are  two  things-^ 
sometimes  not  even  cousins-german.  If  the  Count,  in  entering 
should  strike  his  gouty  toe,  or  pinch  his  fingers  in  the  door,  his 
contortions,  as  his  eye  rolled  accidentally  toward  the  picture, 
woold  be  comically  like  the  workings  of  the  remorse  which  he  will 
betray  at  sight  of  the  murdered  woman's  likeness." 


> 
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Colonel  Rashicigh,  unable  to  anderstaDd  the. flow  of  flpkits  that 
led  to  80  many  words  over  a  matter  of  no  moment  n^hateyeir,  was 
poring  throagh  his  spectaeles,  in  eearch  of  the  point  of  cvticiam 
in  the  playbill,  when  the  curtain  arose,  "  discoY^ing  Baymond  at 
his  fitndies/'«and  the  eyes  of  all  wefe  iiTeted,  in  perptedty  or 
interest  upon  the  ftage. 

"  Well  ?"  said  Eatherine*  smSing  Inquiry  at  Inlr.  Wiekham,  at 
the  close  of  the  first  act«  ... 

''  Ohy  I  kept  up  pretty  well,  considering  the  cderlty  with  whieh 
the  thing  was  hurried  through.  I  had  hardly  time  to  ^ance  at 
my  bill  for  a  notice  of  one  tableau,  bdbre  another  took  its 
place." 

''There,  were  seyeral  marked  incongruities  in  the  scenes,'^ 
objected  Colonel  Rashleigh,  not  unwilling  to  show  that  his  per* 
ceptive  faculties  had  kept  pace  with  the  speed  that  had  baSed 
his  friend.  ''  I  hare  never  made  a  personal  examination  of  the 
interior  of  a  robber's  '  hovel,'  but  it  is  my  improssion-that  they 
are  not,  as  a  usual  thing,  lighted  by  chandeliers." 

"Was  there  a  chandelier  in  Baptist^s  hovel 7"  asked  Mr. 
Wickharo,  much  diverted,  as  w^re  the  rest,  by  this  unlooked-for 
descent  to  particulars  from  such  a  source. 

''There  was,  sir  ;  a  sconce  with  two  branches.  The  inappro> 
priateness  of  the  thing  displeased  me  instantly." 

"  A  candle-end  stuck  into  a  gin-bottle  would  have  been  in 
better  keeping,"  said  lieutenant  Calvert. 

"  Do  not  judge  too  hastily  ;  he  was  a  robber,  and  without 
doubt,  had  stolen  the  unsuitable  article,"  suggested  Katherine. 

The  young  oflBcer  laughed.  "Really,  Miss  Rashleigh,  I 
hardly  know  which  most  to  admire — ^your  charity  or  your  inge* 
nuity,  in  setting  up  this  plea  for  poor  Baptist's  taste  in  fumi* 
ture." 

A  crash  of  music  from  the  orchestra  notified  them  that  the 
second  act  had  commenced.    The  first  scene  was  that  over  which 
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the  jesting  critieisiti  had'  begns — a  chamber  in  the  castle  of  Lin- 
denburg,  the  nun's  portrait  hanging  against  the  rear  wall.  A 
man,  habited  like  an  old  retauier  of  the  castle,  entered  from  the 
side.  lie  had  not  crossed  to  the  front  of  the  platform,  when  a 
fiery  ftake  from  aboye  fell  npon  his  head — another,  and  another — 
and  a  jseeond  actor-^the  Baymond  of  the  dumb  show,  rushed  for- 
w«rd,-«nd  tossed  his  arms  in  fren:ded  gesticulation  toward  the 
qpeetators.  gimnltaneoaslj  with  his  appearance,  was  heard  from 
beldiid  the  curtain,  the  startling  cry  of  "  Fibe  !" 

'the  crowd  arose  as  one  man,  and  there  was  a  movement  in 
liie  direetion  of  the  door. 

**  False .  aland  I  There  iis  no  danger  I''  shouted  a  strong  voice 
above  the  confuinon,  and,  "Ko  dang^  t  no  danger  I''  was  caught 
np  and  repeated  by  many.  I 

Katherine's  eye  turned  to  tiie  quarter  from  which  the  first 
voice  came,  and  saw,  across  the  house,  the  speaker,  who  con- 
tinued to  vociferate  the  assurance  of  safety,  and,  at  his  side,  just 
opposite  to  herself,  Malcolm  Argyle,  his  eyes  eagerly  fixed  upon 
the  curtain,  which  had  fallen  at  the  alarm.  In  another  second, 
he  had  precipitated  himself  over  the  low  parapet  of  the  boxes, 
into  the  pit ;  and,  as  a  bright  stream  of  light  flashed  through 
the  painted  screen,  the  cry  of  ^  Fire  1"  rang  out  again,  echoed 
now  by  groans  and  shrieks,  that  told  the  mad  fear  which  seized 
upon  every  soul  at  the  certainty  of  the  calamity. 

Malcolm  had  dashed  through  the  crowd  in  the  pit — ^all, 
beside  himself  rushing  to  the  door — and  scaled  a  pillar  into  the 
box  where  stood  the  Bashleighs,  terrified,  yet  willing  to  listen  to 
reason,  while  Mr.  Wickham  reiterated  that  the  best  chance  of 
safety  lay  in  presence  of  mind,  and  a  steady,  yet  hasty  progress 
toward  the  lobby. 

"  The  pit  1"  said  Malcolm,  imperatively.  "  Lower  the  laSes, 
and  then  leap  yourselves  into  the  pit  I  We  can  reach  the  outer 
door  before  the  crowd  from  the  stairs  blocks  it  up.    Now — now  1" 
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He  laid  hold  of  Katherine^s  ann,  and  she  felt  in  his  Iroft  gnap 
how  awfal  was  his  sense  of  their  peril. 

"I  think,  sir" — ^begon  Mr.  Wickham. 

''  It  is  no  time  to  think.  I  have  thot^ht  V*  said  Malcolniy 
vehemently.    "  Eatherine,  will  you  let  me" 

A  wilder  cry  of  alarm,  as  the  forked  tongaes  of  flame,  with 
lightning  Telocity,  ran  along  the  ceiling,  curled  and  spouted,  and 
wrapped  themselves  over  the  light  boards  that  pcumeUed  the  front 
of  the  boxes. 

"  There  is  bat  one  way  now  I"  and»  throwhEig  his  onn  about 
Katherine's  waist,  Malcolm  pliaiged  into  the  Uving  current  that 
surged  impetuously  into  the  narrow,  tortuous  stairs  and  lobbies. 

Lieutenant  Calvert  caught  up  the  fainting  form  of  his  betrothed 
and  ffillowed,  while  the  two  elderly  gentlemen,  breast  to  breast, 
fought  bravely  to  win  a  path  from  death.  8till,  pressing  as  they 
thought  the  emergency,  they  miscaleulated  the  swiftness  of  the 
triumphant  element.  The  piercing  shrieks  of  the  liapless  crea- 
tures who  were  in  the  hindermost  ranks,  testified  that  they  w^re 
already  in  its  scorching  embrace,  when  the  dazding,  furious  glow 
grew  suddenly  dull,  and  a  column  of  pitchy  smoke  rolled  along 
the  roof,  filled  the  dome,  and,  extinguishing  every  light  in  it« 
downward  swoop,  fell^ — a  black-winged  Death — upon  the  strug- 
gling mass  of  human  beings.  Screams  and  moans  were  stifled:— 
stilled  I  All  that  was  lefb  of  vital  fire,  within  the  inner  walls, 
went  out  in  one  agonized  respiration,  as  the  victims  entered  the 
poisonous  cloud — ^hot,  reeking  with  oily  vapors — as  it  were,  a 
breath  from  Gehenna  itself  t 

In  the  lobbies,  and  upon  the  staircases,  the  frantic  struggle  for 
life  went  on  in  utter  darkness;  behind,  the  roaring,  surging  flame; 
before  them,  an  impenetrable  wall  and  a  staircase,  piled  higher 
and  lilgher  with  the  bodies  of  living  and  dead.  Over  these,  rushed 
on  the  trampling,  wrestling  crowd.  Strong  men  climbed  upon 
the  shoulders,  and  walked  upon  the  heads  of  the  compacted 
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throng  that  still  kept  their  feet ;  women  were  crushed  to  death 
in  the  press ;  children  trodden  to'poeees. 

Yet)  the  ties  of  Natore  were  mighty.  Husbands  upbore  wiyes 
with  snperhmnan  strength;  mothers  held  their  offering  so  tightly 
enclasped,  that  the  tremendous  force  of  the  outward  tide  conid 
not  tear  them  away,  aad  fathers,  with  arms  of  stone  and  thews  of 
steel,  lifted  their  sons  above  the  pressure  of  shoulders  and  heads. 

Katherine  had  E9>oken  but  once  in  the  dreadful  transit : 

"  My  father  V 

"  Is  an  able-bodied  man  ;  you,  a  feeble  woman  I" 

He  had  no  m<»^  breath'  to  spare,  eren  to  console  her.  When 
the  doud  of  smoke  fell,  they  were  stall  some  paces  from  the  stair- 
case, and,  at  the  inhalation  of  the  noisome  yapor,  Malcolm  felt 
his  stout  heart  give  way.  Casting  his  eyes  up  in  the  darkness, 
be  descried  the  faint  glimmer  of  the  sky  through  a  window. 
Summoning  all  the  muscular  energy  t^t  remained '  to  him,  he 
threw  himself  against  the  lower  sash.  It  fell  outward,  and  the 
pure  air  of  heaven  pouring  in  through  the  opening,  brought  back 
departing  life-  and  hope  to  n^any  beside  himself.  A  cry  of  mingled 
joy  and  anguish  went  up  from  the  sufferers,  and  there  was  an 
instant  rush  in  the  direction  of  the  casement. 

"  Trust  me  I"  said  Malcolm.  "  Your  safety  is  dearer  to  mo 
than  my  ^e  I" 

Katherine  felt  herself  raised  in  his  arms  as  he  spoke ;  the  cold 
wind  blew  more  freshly  over  her,  and,  realimg  with  a  shudder 
what  was  his  desperate  resort,  she  shut  her  eyes  as  he  swung  her 
dear  of  the  building  and  let  her  go, 

A  pair  of  stout  arms  broke  her  falL 

''  All  safe,  missis  t  Bless  the  Lord  I"  said  a  tall  negro, 
whose  giant  frame  had  not  staggered  under  her  descending 
weight. 

"  Gilbert — Gilbert  Hunt  P  called  out  a  voice  from  an  upper 
window. 
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The  man  hallooed  in  teglLj,  and  hastened  to  obej  the  sommona 

Catherine  gazed  with  clasped  hands  and.  dilated  eyes  npon  the 
casement  from  which  she  had  been  loweied.  By  the  light  of  the 
flames  now  banting  through  the  roof,  she  saw  Malcolm  maiiitain 
his  stand  within  against  the  erased  creatDres  swanniDg  over  him; 
saw  him  lower  one  and  another  quickly^  g^tlyr  as  he  had  dene 
her ;  heard  their  ex^damationa  of  thanksginng  to  him  and  to 
Heaven,  as  each  reached  the  ground  in  safety.  From  windows, 
above  and  below,  forms  were  falling— some  headlong  and  diriek- 
ing — some  prone  and  unresisting— ^some  with  clothes  on  fire^  and 
within  that  funeral  pyre  were  her  liUher  and  her.  lover,  while  she 
most  stand  inactiye — see  «11 — ^hear  att^-^d  not  stir  to.  save 
either  I 

A  fiercer,  more  agonized  yell  came  from  the  imprisoned 
wretches — marking,  as  she  afterward  knew,  the  smking  of  the 
staircase  hnder  its  accnmolated  load ;  and,  forgetting  the  self-- 
command she  had  nntQ  now  so  rigorously  preserved,  she  cried 
aloud: 

"  Malcolm — Malcohn  I    Oh,  come  to  me  I" 

He  heard — sent  one  hasty,  troubled  glance  over  the  horrified 
fiices  flocking  about  the.inside  of  the  window,  extricated  himself 
from  clinging  hands  and  crowding  forms,  and — ^was  upon  the 
earth  beside  her  I 

"  My  darling  I  you  are  saved  I    Thank  God  I'' 

He  asked  not  whether  he  had  the  right.  For  one  ri^turous 
instant  he  held  her  to  his  heart,  as  the  fervent  ejaculation  passed 
his  lips — ^for  one  second,  her  arm  was  about  his  neck  and  her 
head  upon  his  breast ;  then  she  started  up^ 

"  My  father  1    Oh,  where  is  he  P' 

**  I  waited  for  him  as  long  as  I  dared.  I  trust  he  has  escaped 
by  the  door.    It  is  not  safe  to  stand  here.    See  1" 

The  licking  flames,  now  blent  into  one  vast,  quivering,  swaying 
pyramid,  arose  toward  the  strangely  serene  heavens.    The  un 


eqmd  conflict  was  at  a&  end.  There  was  no  more  sound  of 
inortal  woe  within  thode  trembling  walls.  The  Fire-Fiend  held 
hight^aroosal  where,  one  short  quarter  of  an  hoar  before,  peace 
4tiid  pieasore  and  joy — ^the  enjoyment  that ''  takes  no  thonght  for 
the  morrow ''^^ad  reigned  supreme. 


Eleanor  Moreaa  stiB  lay  npon  the  bed  in  the  lethargic  stnpor 
thai  had  soooeeded  to  ih»  tempest  of  waning  passions,  uJieed- 
ing  the  tianiiH  that  arose,  with  increasing  din,  without ;'  the 
'hearse  ciies  and  ^  trampling  of  harrying  feet ;  the  discordant 
clangor  of  the  alarm-bells  or  the  raddy  reflection  from  the  distant 
fire  upon  the  white  waH  opposite  her  bed,  although  her  eyes  were 
open,  aiid  rested  upon  the  sangomary  tinge.  She  scarcely  heard 
the  loud  knocking  at  her  door,  ontil  her  name  was  caU^l  agam 
and  again. 
,     "  Mrs.  Moreaa  1  Mrs.  Moreaa  I'' 

Reeling  with  weakness  and  giddiness,  she  drew  back  the  bolt. 
A  lady,  a  fellow  boarder  in  the  house,  stood  in  the  passage.  Her 
blenched  face  and  trembling  articulation  awoke  in  Eleanor,  a 
feeling  akin  to  impatience. 

"  What  do  yoi}  want?  I  do  not  understand  you  I"  she  said, 
almost  rudely. 

Another  effort  and  the  words  came  out.  ''The  theatre  is 
burned  down  1    Where  is  your  husband  V 

"  I  do  not  know  1  Why  do  you  ask  ?''  replied  Eleanor,  put- 
ting her  hand  to  her  head. 

"  Because  we  fear  that  he  was  there .'" 

The  vacant  stare  told  her  that  the  mind  did  not  receive  her 
meaning  and  the  lady  added — "  Will  you  come  to  Mrs.  Bash- 
leigh's  room  ?  We  may  learn  some  particulars  of  the  fire,  from 
your  brother." 
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Eleanor  followed  her  to  the  fiitting-room. 

Mrs.  Bashleigh  was  extended  upon  the  sofa,  just  recoveriog 
from  a  swoon  ;  Malcolm  supported  her,  his  hands  swollen  and 
blackened — his  hair  scorched.  Eleanor  noted  these  circom- 
stances  with  dull  sniprise.  Catherine  knelt  before  her  mother, 
and  chafed  her  hands,  nnq^indful  of  her  own  need  of  attention, 
for  her  dress  was  torn  and  dabbled  with  blood — ^not  her  own — 
her  shoes  were  gone,  and  her  hair  in  tangled  confusion. 

"  What  has  happened  f  Where  is  Oolonel  Bashleigh  J  Where 
is  Bobertf  demanded  the  bewildered  wife,  her  clouded  iiiteUi- 
gence  gathering  the  idea  of  some  hcnrnhle  catastrophe. 

Mrs.  Holt  tried  to  draw  her  away,  but  Mrs.  Bashleigh  had 
seen  and  heard  her. 

Baising  herself  to  her  feet,  she  pnt  her  hands  together  sdcI 
looked  upward — the  relnctant  homageof  afdled  amiHtlon  to  the 
Powe^that  had  dashed  it  to  the  ground — 

"  YkNOSAKCB  is  HUnB — ^I  WILL  REPAY,   8AITH  THE   LoBD  P 

and  she  fell  forward  in  another  and  more  deadly  faint. 
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CHAPTER  XXXV. 

OvEB  %|U»ik  i  mcid  dear  old  Ben  Lomond,  tbe  home  of  Malcolm 
and  Kafberae,  there  |iimg  for  years,  one  dond ;  there  moved  in 
the  honsehoid  band  one  fignrei  that  was  a  continual  reminder  to 
the  hosband  and  wife  of  a  dark  and  terrible  story — a  tragedy, 
known  in  all  its  details,  only  to  themselves.  They  never  spoke  of 
it,  except  in  their  most  secret  conferences,  yet  both  knew  that  it 
was  never  forgotten,  for  an  instant,  while  that  pallid,  woe^tricken 
woman  sat  in  her  arm-chair,  beside  the  winter  fire,  or,  in  summer, 
in  the  airy  colonnade  overlooking  the  site  of  the  Hale's  cottage. 
She  was  always  halted  in  deep  black,  always  taciturn  and  un- 
smiling "  in  a  melancholy,"  said  the  neighbors,  and  from  Mrs. 
Holt,  the  only  member  of  the  family  who  could  be  induced  to 
converse  upon  the  one  great  event  of  her  life — ^the  burning  of  the 
Richmond  theatre,  they  learned  enough  to  beget  in  them  com- 
passion,  unmingled  with  wonder,  for  the  widowed  mother  of  Ben 
Lomond's  mistress. 

The  ordeoant  governess  was  never  more  solemnly  important 
than  when  a  knot  of  curious  listeners  collected  in  her  room,  and 
having  shut  the  door,  begged  her  to  recount  the  particulars  of 
that  direful  night,  that  plunged  hundreds  of  families  into  mourn- 
ing. 

For  fifty  years,  save  one,  have  the  fervent  tones  of  prayer  and 
the  sweet  melody  of  holy  song,  floated  through  the  outer  court  of 
the  monumental  temple,  where  are  inumed  the  ashes  of  the  noble 
and  the  brave,  the  lovely,  and  the  beloved,  who  fell  upon  that 
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Nox  Ira  in  the  annals  of  Yirginia's  fair  Oapitol.  Bat  the  fat^l 
spot  is  hannted  jet.  The  stranger's  foot  loiters  beside  the  simple 
and  tune-etamed  tomb,  while  he  reads  the  record  of  the  slain,  and 
a  troop  of  horrified,  straggling,  despairing  phantoms  seems  to 
encircle  him,  as  he  lingers  over  the  list ;  the  bright,  calm  daj  is 
changed  into  the  land  illamination  of  the  Death  Festival,  and 
heartrsick  and  shuddering,  he  turns  away.  The  Commonwealth 
still  mourns  the  ornaments  of  her  high  places,  and  in  manj,  manj 
homes,  the  date  of  that  Christmas  merrymaking  is  nwurked  by  a 
cross  of  blood ;  is  ncTer  named  bat  in  'Whiqiers,  with  pale  lips 
and  aching  hearts. 

One  wet  August  afternoon,  Mrs.  Holt  rehearsed  the  dismal 
story,  to  five  or  six  young  gbls,  visitors  at  the  hospitable  home- 
stead. They  clustered  closely  about  her  ;  sitting  upon  stools  and 
the  floor — some  in  the  laps  of  others,  for  the  narrator's  tones  were 
mysteriously  low,  and  with  the  horror  inq)ked  by  the  tale,  came 
the  disposition  to  keep  near  together. 

''  What  a  mercy  it  was  that  yoa  did  not  go,  Mrs.  Holt  I"  said 
one. 

"  You  are  quite  correct,  my  dear.  Yet  I  am  sorprised  m  the 
retrospect,  that  I  chose  a  quiet,  intellectual  conversation  with 
Mrs.  Wickham,  instead  of  the  entertainment  of  the  play-house. 
I  thought  then,  that  my  decision  grew  oat  of  my  contempt  for 
the  stamp  of  the  performances  for  that  evenmg«  Of  the  Ic^ti- 
mate  drama,  I  was  alwayp  an  enthusiastic  admirer.  But  I  have 
'Since  reflected,  with  reverence  and  gratitude,  that  my  action  was 
rather  aa  illustration  of  the  truth,  so  beantifolly  expressed  by  the 
great  poet — 

"  There's  a  divinity  that  shapes  our  ends 
Rough-hew  them  as  we  may.** 

"  Was  it  ever  known  how  the  house  took  fire  ?" 

"  Never  definitely.    The  most  probable  story  was  that  it  was 
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cCiDiiiiiBicated  to  one  of  the  painted  scenes  by  the  Hfting  of  a 
chandelier,  which  hj  some  nnaeconntable  oyerajght,  was  not  ez* 
tingniahed  whenit  was  raised  oat  of  the  waj."^ 

"And  when  yon  and  Mrs;  Wickham  heard  the  alarm,  and 
where  the  fire  was,  you  ran  down  to  the  th^tre  7''  prompted  an 
auditor,  who  had  heard  the  recital  before. 

'*  We  did — without  a  moment's  delay,  or  bonnet  or  doak — cold 
though  the  night  was.  I  shall  nevw  f<»get  Mr&  WicUiam's 
scream,  when  we  eaught  sight  of  the  building — the  fire  bursting 
throtfgh  Hbfi  roof|  and  the  wafling-  forms  that  filled  the  windows. 
The  foe  seemed  even  then,  feedhig  upon  them.  The  first  person 
Mrs.  Wlckham  recognized  was  a  iiegco-man,  who  stood  under  one 
of  the  windows,  catching  the  poor  women  who  were  dropped 
into  his  arms  by  a  gentleman  in  the  upper  story. 

"*0,  Gilbert!'  she  cried.  *Have  you  seen  my  daughter  7' 
'2^0,  madam,'  he  said;  mournfully;  and  then  the  gentleman 
called — '  Here  is  one  more  I'  and  lowered  a  large  female,  under 
whose  fall,  the  man  himself  went  to  the  ground." 

"Was  he  hurt?" 

"  I  learned,  subsequently,  that  he  was  not,  and  that  he  saved 
the  lijfo  of  the  gentleman  also,  a  physician  of  the  city,  who  was 
Z^ed  by  entangling  his  foot  in  a  projecting  hinge,  as  he  leaped 
out.  The  brave  black  rescued  him,  as  the  walls  wero  tottering, 
and  bore  him  away  in  his  arms.  In  one  minute  more  the  building 
fell  to  the  ground."'!' 

"  But  I  saw  nothing  of  this,  for  I  followed  the  unhappy  mother, 
as  i^e  ran  into  the  crowd,  seeking  her  husband  and  her  child. 
She  found  Mr.  Wickham  contending  violently  with  the  humane 
friends  who  would  not  let  him  rush  back  into  the  house  to  look 

*  This  incident  is  literally  true,  as  indeed  are  all  the  particulars  of  the 
conflagration  and  the  escape  of  the  sufferers.  Gilbert  Hunt  still  (in 
I860,)  plies  his  trade,  which  is  that  of  a  blacksmith,  in  Richmond, 
Virginia. 
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for  his  daughter.  She  hed  been  dose  beUbd  him,  and  gopported 
hj  her  betrothed,  near  the  head  of  the  staircase,  and  then 
descended  the  dense  suffocating  smoke  that  killed  more  than  the 
flame  did,  and  it  was  snpposed  that  they  all  went  down  together 
— Colonel  Rashleigh,  and  the  illrfated  loyers — ^to  rise  no  more, 
'  They  were  lovely,  and  pleasant  in  their  lives,  and  in  tiieir  deaths 
they  were  not  divided.' " 

''  Ad4  ^*  Wickham— how  did  he  escape  f 

**  He  fell,  providentially,  against  a  partition,  with  his  month 
dose  to  a  crack,  and  the  stream  of  air  from  withont,  revived  him 
so  far  that  he  was  able  to  roll  himself  down  the  stain.  While 
he  was  striving  with  those  who  held  him,  there  came  a  crash  and  a 
fearful  cry,  and  it  was  announced  that  the  staircase  had  broken 
down,  thus  cutting  off  all  hope  of  escape  except  through  the 
windows.  From  these,  the  miserable  sufferers  continued  to  fall 
tor  a  few  minutes  more,  and  then  all  was  over.  Men  and 
women,  young  and  old  were, 

V 

*  In  one  red  burial  blenV.* 

Their  dust  returned  to  the  earth,  and  their  spMts  to  Ch)d 
who  gave  them." 

After  an  awed  silence,  another  spoke.  ''Where  were  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Argyle,  when  you  found  them  V 

'*  At  the  door ;  there  was  but  one  to  pit  and  boxes  \  Hence, 
the  terrible  loss  of  life.  Mr.  Argyle  had  just  returned  from 
travelling  in  the  South,  and  knew  nothing  of  Miss  Rashleigh's 
being  in  the  dty,  until  he  saw  her  across  the  theatre,  soon  after 
he  entered  the  house,  while  she  did  not  notice  him  before  the 
alarm  of  '  fire '  was  raised.  Then,  with  the  courage  and  presence 
of  mind  for  which  he  is  distinguished,  he  leaped  into  the  pit,  and 
hurrying  over  to  her,  besought  her  to  do  the  same,  lliere  was 
no  time  to  explain  what  was  afterward  made  but  too  evident ; 
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joamely,  that,  if  ihxm  in  tke  low<ir  tier  of  boxea  had  jamped  into 
jihe  pit,  thej  oonld  hare  gained  the  common  entranoenloor  in  a, 
ahorter  time  than  by  the  stairease,  and  i^  left  more  room  for 
those  whose  seats  werelkigher  np.  The  pit  was  cleared  yery  qnickly, 
and  n^t  one  of  its  occnpants  was  lost.  .  .M£  Wickham  ney^ 
ceased  to  deplore  his  resistance  to  Mr.  Argyle's  proposal,  which 
would,  hamanly-speakiog,  ^aye  sayed  the  liyes  of  the  whole 
party.  .Bat  Mr.  Argyle  was  personally  unknown  to  ^im,  and 
ji<mo  of  them  suspected  the  magnitude  of  the  peril  While 
Colonel  Bashleigh  and  Mr.  Wickham  withhirid  the  ladies  and 
deprecated  the  predpitaiicy  of  the  multitude,  the  fire  caught  the 
drop-curtain  and  the  boxe^  and  but  a  single  chance  of  life 
remained  to  him.  ^  Mrs.  Argyle  <moe  told  me,  that  it  seemed  to 
her  that  hoars  were  spent  in  their  passage  to  the  window  from 
which  Mr.  Argyle  let  her  down,  yet  it  was  scarcely  ten  minutes 
from  the  time  the  alarm  was  giyen,  and  the  rescue  of  the 
last  laying  creature  from  the  burning  building.  So  true  is  it, 
that  In  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death.' " 

**  How  did  Mr.  Moreau  perish  i"  was  asked,  after  another  pause. 

"  It  was  neyer  known.  There  were  two  other  gentlemen  from 
this  county  with  him.  One  of  them,  Mr.  Woodson,  leaped  from 
a  high  window — ^for  they  sat  in  the  third  tier^-and  had  his  leg 
fractured  by  the  concussion.  He  is  still  liying,  a  hc^less  cripple, 
in  or  near  Richmond.  Mr.  Bancroft,  who  was  a  yery  agile 
man,  attempted  to  make  his  way  oyer  the  heads  of  the  throng, 
but  while  so  doing,  was  predpitated  down  the  staircase  when  it 
fell,  and  finally  drawn  out  of  the  mass  of  prostrate  bodies,  by  a 
fireman.  His  internal  bruises  were  so  serious,  that  he  did  not 
suryiye  his  hurt  aboye  a  w^ek.  Neither  of  these  gentlemen  had 
any  recollection  of  seeing  Mr.  Moreau  after  they  left  the  bench 
on  which  they  had  been  sitting  together.  It  was  an  hour  that 
'  tried  men's  souls,'  and  the  '  first  law  of  Nature,'  was  the  one 
most  regarded." 
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"  W«  w.ere  Btfli  looking  and  inquiring  for  Colonel  Baflbldgby 
when  Mr&  Rashleigh  appeared.  Bhe  was  an  extremely  delicate 
woman,  yet  she  had  ran  eveiy  step  of  the  way,  from  her  board- 
ing'houfie  to  the  theatre — ^fully  a  quarter  df  a  mile*  Her  ciy,  as 
her  daughter  spoke  to  her,  is  ringing  in  my  ears  now,  and  she 
Bank  senseksB  in  Iter  anna.  We  took  h^  back  to  the  taTero, 
and  there  remained  the  sad  duty  of  telling  Mrs.  Morean  of  h& 
husban^  jvobable  fate.  She  coold  not,  or  would  not  bdieTe  it 
until  days  had  gone  by.  She  fuppeuped,  to  be  completely  stoBQed 
by  the  stroke.'' 

**  Mr&  Bashleigh'fl  inmd  receiTed  a  slight  shock-^did  it  notf 
was  the  cautiously-worded  query  that  veiled  intense  curiosity. 

**  I  fear  so  I  She  was  nerer  a  demonstratiye  or  talkative 
person,  and  I  had  no  conception  of  the  d^tb  of  her  derotio&ta 
her  husband  and  child,  prior  to  this  lamentable  event.  We 
despaired  of  her  reason,  for  weeks  after  we  returned  home.  Bat 
she  was  adjudged  capable  of  administering  upon  her  husband's 
estate.  One  of  the  first  uses  she  made  of  her  restored  faculty 
was  to  dismiss  a  suit  which  Colonel  Bashleigh  had  ordered  to  be 
instituted  agamst  the  father  of  Mr.  Sancroft,  the  unha{^y  young 
man  of  whom  I  epoke  just  now.  She  sent  for  the  old  gentleman, 
and  had  a  long,  priyate  confer^ce  with  him,  and  then  instructed 
her  lawyer  to  suspend  the  prooeedmgs  against  him.  He  remoYod 
from  the' county,  shortly  afterward." 

It  was  as  the  literal,  yet  unsuq)ectu^  goTemesa^had  stated. 
Without  an  effort  to.  resume  the  functions  of  her  office,  the 
Nemesis  had  submitted  to  her  dethronement,  and  heneeforth,  no 
cloistered  nun  led  a  life  of  more  rigcnrous  seclusion — ^more  gloomy 
self-abnegation.  The  possessor  of  a  handsome  fortcme,  she  lircd 
as  abstemiously  as  an  anchorite.  Her  room  in  her  daughter's 
house  was  furnished  as  simply  as  the  master  and  mistress  of  the 
mansion  would  allow,  and  her  dress  was  deroid  of  any  appear- 
anoe  of  ornament.    Her  ahufifgiyings  were  liberal  to  extraya- 
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gance,  and  bestowed  as  privately  as  possible.  She  never  attended 
public  divine  servioe,  j€t  her  daily  clrite,  excepi  when  Malcolm 
prohibited  it,  becaase  of  very  stormy  weather,  was  to  the  hill 
behind  the  church,  in  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Argyle  were  now 
devout  worshippers.  There  she  would  est  for  hours,  at  the  foot 
of  the  lonely  grave,  Mark's  Bible  and  her  thoughts  for  her  com- 
panions. Her  affectionate  children  could  not  but  hope  that  she 
was  slowly  feding  her  way  to  light  knd  truth,  although  they  dared 
not  invade  the  soBtbde  of  h^r  communings  with  the  Past,  and 
with  Him,  who  had  overruled  the  wrathM  purposes  of  His  crear 
ture,  as  He,  In  Bjs  inscrutlible  providence  deemed  best.  Besides 
the  reverse  of  her  previous  intentions  m  the  case  of  Mr.  Sancroft, 
she  gave  another  and  more  rignal  proof  of  the  revolution  wrought 
is  her  feelings,  by  defraying  all  Mr.  Moreau's  just  debts,  and 
settling  his  estate,  thus  disencumbered,  upon  his  children.  Mrs. 
Moreau  she  never  saw  after  the  night  that  made  them  both 
widows. 

Nor  was  the  younger  lady  more  indined  to  the  meeting.  She, 
too,  had  undergone  a  great  change.  Montrouge  ceased  to  be 
the  rendezvous  of  the  gay  youth  of  the  Vicinity.  Its  mistress* 
law,  despotic  as  ever,  ruled  out  all  species  of  fashionable  dissipi^ 
tion,  and  the  judicious  ezpenditures  and  improvements  of  the 
plantation  were  controlled  exclusively  by  herself.  Her  eons  re- 
cfpected  and  obeyed  the  mother,  whose  strictness  repressed  any 
excessive  outgoings  of  love  they  might  otherwise  have  felt  for 
their  only  parent,  and  they  bade  fair,  under  her  guardianship,  to 
grow  up  into  upright,  honorable  men.  One  person,  alone,  of  all 
who  owned  her  sway,  was  ever  indulged  or  spoiled  by  kindness. 
This  was  the  "  baby  Nelly,"  who  had  been  the  father's  darling. 
Did  he  look  up  through  those  innocent  eyes  into  the  stern 
mother's  face  ?  Was  there,  in  her  infantine  coaxings,  any  tone 
that  reminded  her  of  his  last  plaintive  words,  as  she  drove  him 
from  her  into  his  fiery  grave  ?    The  Searcher  of  hearts  only  knew  I 
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It  was  certain  that  she  never  uttoied  his  name  j  it  was  as  certain 
that  she  never  forgot  him. 

When  a  bbck-ejed  daughter  was  given  to  Katherine's  arms, 
she  wished  to  name  it  "  Bessy  f  but  her  mother  positively,  yet 
quietly  forbade  it,  and  the  father  ealled  it  by  the  pet  title  he  had 
restored,  since  their  marriage,  to  his  lost  and  foond  playmate. 

Three  years  later,  little  "  Kitty ''  was  made  snpremely  happy 
by  the  present  of  a  baby-brother.  All  other  rejoicings  thaa  hers 
were  subdaed  by  the  shadow  lengthening  over  the  household — 
the  approaching  dissolution  of  Mrs.  Bashleigh.  Her  decline  was 
gradual,  and  seemingly  peaceful  as  painless.  The  day  before  she 
died.  Miss  Barbara,  still  hale  in  her  useful  old  age,  brought  the 
boy-heir  in  her  arms  to  his  grandmother's  bedside,  and  presented 
a  petition  from  his  mother,  that  she  would  ratify  the  name  which 
had  been  bestowed  upon  him. 

A  sweet  smile  lighted  up  the  wasted  features. 

''  Lay  him  here  I'^  she  said,  stretching  out  her  arm  upon  the 
pillow. 

Miss  Barbara  complied,  and  the  dying  eyes  looked  steadfastly 
upon  the  infant,  whose  mystery  of  life  was  beginning  as  hers 
ended. 

Then,  laying  her  other  hand  upon  his  head,  she  said,  solemnly, 
"  The  God  of  your  grandfather  bless  you,  Mark  Hale !"  and 
Miss  Barbara  added  a  tearful  "  Amen  l" 

They  buried  her,  as  she  had  desired,  b^de  her  husband,  and 
although  her  epitaph  did  not  bespeak  the  same  certainty  of  a 
blessed  rest  as  did  his,  there  was  in  the  hearts  of  her  children  and 
old  friend,  a  sustaining  hope  that  she  was  partaker  with  her 
beloved  one,  of  the  heavenly  heritage ;  that  the  calm  ray  at 
''  evening-time,"  was  a  foretoken  of  light  celestial  and  eternal. 

With  reverent  hands  and  many  tears,  Malcohn  and  Katherine 
examined  the  relics  she  had  bequeathed,  with  everything  else,  to 
them.    Over  the  worn  trunk  that  had  gone  with  her  through  all 
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her  changes  of  fortune  and  place,  they  lingered  longest  and  most 
sadly.  It  contained  Kitty's  doll,  manufactured  by  the  father's 
hands,  for  her  first  Christmas-box ;  a  full  snit  of  his  apparel,  the 
dark-blue  cloth  free  from  moth  and  dust,  the  Hnen  neatly  folded  ; 
and  underneath  all,  the  sign  once  affixed,  with  such  guilelen 
pride,  to  the  cottage  wall-^ 
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testUy  to  their  wonderM  popnlailty.  In  the  langr^u^ge  of  the  JTmo  Tork  OhMn^r— 
**  There  is  genius,  pathos,  hunor,  and  moral  in  her  charming  pages ;  much  knowledge  of 
human  natcue,  and  power  to  delineate  oharacter ;"  And  of  the  Jfmo  York  Ef>angtU«t— 
**  Home,  sLucerity  and  truth  are  Invested  with  most  attraetlTO  charms.  While  engaging 
the  Imagination  she  makes  all  submit  to  Its  moral  Impresston,  and  enlists  the  reader's  ap- 
probation exdnalrely  with  the  Tlrtoous  and  true." 

The  ITtw  Tork  jffv&ning  Foti^  In  a  reriew  of  the  **  HIDDEN  PATH/*  says : 

"  The  following  notice  of  this  work,  whioh  we  find  In  the  Steimond  En^pUr&r^  Is  from 
the  generous  pen  of  Mrs.  Avva  Cora  RrrcHis,  and  contains  a  Just  tribute  to  the  literary 
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"  *  Let  tUs  noble  production  (we  use  the  adjective  in  Its  fullest  sense)  lie  upon  the  table, 
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West,  may  point  to  with  the  finger  of  honest  pride,  and  say  "Owr  dtiugMer  "  sends  this 
message  to  the  world— pours  this  bahn  into  the  wounded  hearta— traces  for  wavering, 
•rrlng  feet  this  **  Hronn  Path,"  which  leads  to  the  great  goal  of  eternal  peace.*  ** 

As  much,  or  more,  can  be  said  in  praise  of 

'  «*  The  above  will  be  sent  by  mail,  post  paid,  on  receipt  of  prices. 
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PrfM In ClMims 00;  i8%M2>, K^rory «^I«i  19 00 ;  Ha^calf,mliraoramMqu%,%/k^ 

THE  WORKS  OF  CHARLOTTE  BRONTE 

(Cuaasa  Bill),  Comprising  "Jane  Eyre,"  "Shhiey,"  and  "  Villette," 
^     Complete  in  3  yols.,  12mo. 
fViM In  CMoth^  $8 00;  SUep^  Ubraiy  ttyU,  $8 75^,  Eat/otOf^  mitra or  anUqu^  $« 00. 

EVEIjINA  f  oTf  The  History  of  a  Toimg  Iiady'fl 

Introduction  to  the  World.  By  Fkances  Burnbt  (Mme.  d'ArbUy). 
With  a  Life  of  the  Author  by  T.  B.  MacauUy.     12mo. 

/ViMinOoCMlOO;  Sh^ep.Ubrarytt^tlK;  ^o^oo^/;  «rfraoriM<C0««,  |9  00l 

OORINNE  ;  or,  Italy.     By  Madame  ds  Staeu     Tran» 

lated  by  Isabel  Hill,  with  Metrical  Yernons  of  the  Odes  by  L.  E.  Landon 
12mo. 
^r4Mim€Mk,$lW;8h€op,«brarf$§ifU,ti»iJa'0lfoa^,mlraor<mi^ 

%*  Tke  above  will  be  sent  by  nudl,  post-paid,  on  reoeipt  of  price 

W.  ■.  Tnii«ft,  rrintw  mA  SlMMtyptr, «  A  41  CmIn  Bl^  ir. 
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BEUL  AH. 

fiY    JLTJQ-TJSTA.    J.    SVi^irS. 
Qm  BMt  ISziM.  PrlM  •!  86b 

**To  ICbbss.  Dikbt  At  Jacxsoh: 

**  I  ipeak  m  J  honwt  tentimenta  when  I  prononne*  *  Benlth '  the  b«t  worit  of  ieCtoa 
•rer  published  by  a  Southern  writer.  To  mj  mind,  no  American  aothoreM  baa  ercr 
produced  a  greater  book.  Can  It  be  true  t^at  Mlea  Rvana  Is  young  f  There  la  a  ttfr-tlBBe 
of  thought  and  research,  of  struu|M  of  mind  and  heart,  in  '  Beulab.*  I  hare  read 
•very  word  with  intense  Interest.  The  character-painting  Is  fine,  the  description  of  pass- 
ing OTents  and  scenery  graphic  and  striking ;  but  to  me  the  chief  charm  of  the  book  lies 
In  I  he  vlrld  portraiture  of  the  doubts,  the  conflicts,  the  yeamini^  and  the  final  triuopb 
af  a  great  soul  seeking  for  truth.  If  the  public  can  appreciate  a  thorou^Ujr  good  wori^ 
Ib^  wUl  thank  you  for  having  given  them  *  Beulah.'  " 

JVoM  J?M.  Wm,  ir.  MUbwm  (j0k4  SU»d  Prwcktr  XUqumify 

"I  hare  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  flew  books  hare  ever  interested  me  mora.    Tbe 

Clot,  the  delineation  of  character,  and  the  action,  I  think,  are  all  admirable.    It  would 
e  an  extraordinary  work  firom  the  hand  of  any  woman,  bat  It  is  peculiarly  lo  frras 
one  so  young.    The  reading  of  it  cannot  bat  do  great  good." 

.  From  Fr§d€ri6  &  OomnUf  amihor  qf  A«  **  Sparrcwgran  Pap^n^ 

*'  I  have  been  greatly  Interested  by  this  story  of  the  Mobile  heroine,  and  I  am  eon 
vinced  that  the  story  will  produce  a  sympatbetio  Impression  on  the  public  mind.    Ttiere 
b  not  a  word  In  It,  nor  a  phrase  In  It,  that  I  have  not  meted  and  measured.    Orer  and 
above  the  method  of  telling  the  story,  the  story  Itself  wins,  oommanda,  eontrola  the 
aympatlcs  of  the  reader.    This,  I  take  It,  Is  the  highest  test  of  excellence." 

**  fittnoe  the  appearance  of  *  Jane  Eyre,*  no  rolume  has  fallen  fh>m  the  pen  of  a  lady 
writer  evincing  more  power  and  learning  than  the  novel  *  Beulah,*  and  we  do  not  beii>< 
tate  to  say  that  in  the  production  of  this  volume.  Miss  Evans  baa  achieved  the  bigjbeil 
rank  araang  novelists  of  her  sex  in  this  oountry.'* 

jrVvm  Uu  If  mo  Tort  JPomUhq  PoiL 

**  She  has,  at  any  rate,  established  a  rank  among  the  best  noveltots  of  her  aaz  wbom 
oar  country  can  boast,  and  we  do  not  remember  any  work  of  fiction  wliieh  has  been 
produced  in  this  country  for  years,  which  Is  written  with  more  power  and  is  more  fkill  of 
promise  than  *  Beulah.*  She  has  achieved  a  decided  literary  success,  n  aaccesa  vbieh 
wiU  at  least  be  as  cordially  reoogniced  at  the  North  as  at  the  Soath.** 

Prom  iks  SotAon  Po»L 

**  *•  Beulah  *  Is  a  book  of  great  merit,  and  one  which  will  bear  critical  and  doae  liMip«» 
Uon.  0  0  0  The  volume  Is  one  deserving  the  attraction  of  the  rea<Ung  pablie.  If 
b  healthy  in  sentiment,  pure  In  its  inflaenoes,  and  grand  in  Ua  trMtUneni  ^  grtoA 
m^ral  quatUon*,    Ja  n  literary  work,  *  fiealah  *  will  rank  with  aoy  liaue  of  tba  taj.^ 

*«*  The  above  will  be  sent  bymall,  post-paid,  oa  receipt  of  prio* 

I,  PilatM  ta<  8l«rM«rpor,  a  A  45  Owtie  8I,,N.T-   . 


